Character of God - Deuteronomy 1-10 – Derek Leaf

Important to note that this is what could be gleaned from one passage.  It is not comprehensive!

Not going in sequence, but will dot around.  Starting from 

7:6-11 God's values

· Love – his motive for choosing Israel is love.  So, He is a God who loves us.

· Faithfulness – He is faithful to a commitment he made to people now long dead.

· He is not swayed by size or power but by love.  Don't ask am I worthy of being loved.  You are just loved!

Since God is a God who is motivated by love, there are implications - 

· Positive – He expresses love to those who love him 7:12-16

· With incredible generosity -  Not to buy favour, but out of heart for his people.

· Negative – He expresses wrath on those who hate him 7:10-11

The expression of his love is greater than we imagine.  

God is invisible, and as such, we don't see his reaction in the normal way.

· He is passionate in his love 5:29

· He is protective in his love 1:30-31

· Desires intimacy – Starts with vulnerability, retreats in response to people's fear and rebellion

· Starts by speaking to people 4:12

· Word spoken is written for posterity – for people to read 4:13

· People can't bear to hear God 5:25-27

· Lord concedes but  appeals for intimacy – 5:31-33

· People rebel, word is hidden in tabernacle 10:1-2

· He is jealous for the hearts of those he loves. 6:14-15

· He is a consuming fire. 4:25-26 Ruthless for purity, 4:30-31 So He can show mercy.

He wants us to be the same way

· Passionate about him.   6:4-5

· Desires intimacy

· Idolatry – a dead God who cannot change. 4:23-24

· We fall for this when we are stuck in our approach to God

· The opposite - Seek Lord – 4:29Whole hearted in seeking him 5:29

· A consuming fire of anything in our lives that detracts from a love for him. 7:16

Yet he knows our weakness

· We are tempted to think that we are loved, or blessed because of some attribute of our own.

· Numbers in the ministry/church  7:7

· Own power and strength 8:17

· Righteousness 9:4

· Training to overcome -

· The journey through the desert 1:19b, to end at 1:25

· Trial to take possession of the land. 1:8, 1:32-33

· Consequences of failure, a process of death – 1:34-36 2:14-15

· Finally a new trial – 2:2 & 5

· Then a repeat of the old trial – 2:24

· He is ready to pay the price of failure – am I?  9:13-14

· He is ready to endure our misunderstandings and bad attitudes towards Him 1:27

Our response 10: 12-13

· 5 ways of saying the same thing, each from a different perspective.

· Fear God  (as against those we would otherwise fear)

· Walk in His ways (see the way he works and do the same)

· Love Him  (Passionate desire for an intimate relationship)

· Serve the Lord with all your heart and soul (A good servant faithfully does as requested) 

· Observe the Lord's laws and decrees (Know the word and do it.)

· Where you are strong excel!

· Where you are weak pray for training and development!
