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WHAT HAS AND IS GOING TO LEAD TO THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL? (GROUP DISCUSSION)

· Why did the Gospel spread rapidly through the world in the early church?

· Though large numbers of people did become Christians in the early part of Acts, this norm soon becomes natural expansion. So people share with others, groups form in homes etc.

· It is the same today especially in countries where there is persecution (E.g. Steven)

· Those in full-time mission work are not responsible for international evangelism

· The work of the gospel needs people to respond to the call for full-time ministry but it also needs ordinary people to go where God sends them as salt and light

· It is easy to think or at least act in a way that suggests we really believe that the gospel will be taken forward by others and we do not have a significant role to play.

· We are going to think a little about John 12:20-30 and in particular about two major reasons for why the gospel is, has and always will be bearing fruit around the world.

John Chapter 12:20-30

”20Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. "Sir," they said, "we would like to see Jesus." 22Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 23Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honour the one who serves me. 27"Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? `Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name!" Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again." 29The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 30Jesus said, "This voice was for your benefit, not mine.”
WHY IS THE GOSPEL BEARING FRUIT ALL OVER THE WORLD? TWO REASONS:

(1)  WHAT IS THE BACKGROUND TO THIS SECTION?

· At the start of chapter 12, Jesus is anointed before triumphantly entering Jerusalem

· The people wanted a King and sang about the King coming to Jerusalem but Jesus was not the kind of King that they were expecting

· Some Greeks come to Phillip with a request to see (to speak seriously with) Jesus (v20) and their request is like an exploding fuse. Since John 2:4 Jesus has been saying that His time had not yet come but now his response is quite different. 

· Jesus does not reply in a way that they expected but instead says that the “hour has come” for Him to be glorified (v23). Jesus now explains the heart of mission both for him and subsequently for us.

· He illustrates this using an illustration from the natural world – the kernel of wheat (v24)

(2)  WHAT IS THE RESPONSE OF THE FATHER TO THE WORK OF HIS SON?

· Jesus says it’s time for the Son to be glorified and asks the Father to glorify His name (v23, 28)
· To be glorify means ‘to honour, to praise or to extol’
· How does Jesus bring glory to the Father? Jesus becomes like a “lens through which the Father’s glory is seen”. God’s glory is the revelation of His majesty and this glory was revealed in and through Jesus’ ministry.
· How is the Son of Man glorified? Is it through some great achievement? NO, it is through His submission to death (v23-24). Why – it is because a seed remains only a seed unless it dies!
· The Disciples hear a voice that thunders (v29) and says, “He (the Father) has and will again glorify His name” (v28). God’s name is glorified because of the submission of the Son.
· Jesus said that the voice was for their benefit (v30). Why - it affirms the Father’s approval of the life and ministry of the Son. It is also affirms that through his obedience in life and soon in death He has been glorified.
· Are people saved because of us, because of our expertise in apologetics or evangelism? Jesus says that His Father will honour the one who serves Him (v26). No - people will be saved because of the response of the Father to the sacrifice and submission of his servants.
(3)  WHAT SHOULD THE RESPONSE OF THE INDIVIDUAL TO THE CALL OF CHRIST?

WHAT KIND OF A DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE TO US?

- 
In verse 26 Jesus says, “whoever serves me must follow me and where I am, there my servant will be also”. In chapter 13, Jesus reinforces this urging his disciples to follow the example he set for them in serving them. He is exhorting them to live an unselfish life. If we die to self (taking up our cross) and follow Jesus wholeheartedly, we will always be where he is here and in heaven. 

- 
What is the opposite of love and submission? Is it not selfishness? Selfishness is at the root of all of our sin – it tells us to protect, to guard and to isolate ourselves but it leads to misery and trouble. We are naturally like great sponges that want to soak up but not give out.

- 
Jesus says His hour is NOW come (v23)! Is this the hour when the Son of man will be crucified? No – it’s the hour when the Son of man will be GLORIFIED! Jesus was looking beyond the sufferings of the cross to the glories of the throne. He was looking beyond the treachery, meanness, and selfishness of Calvary to the hour when He would return to glory.

- 
Jesus talks about a seed (v24) and says that if that seed is protected it will always be alone, a singe seed and it not help anyone! If however the seed is planted into the ground - it dies.

- 
In dying, the seed lives, in living it grows and in growing it produces beauty and fruitfulness and more seeds. There are many fruit in a seed but only if it dies!

WHAT WILL WE DO WITH OUR LIVES?  HOW ARE WE LIKE SEEDS?

-    Jesus likens us to seeds and says that unless a kernel / grain of wheat dies it remains a single seed.

- 
If you just want to get on with your life without any fruit, then protect, hold, isolate, and guard yourself. Jesus says, “the man who loves his life will lose it” (v25).

- 
Let’s face it a seed is not inherently beautiful, it is actually quite ugly. It falls from the plant to the ground and it is buried, it dies. The seed then sends down its roots and send up its shoots. 

- 
Have you ever wondered why the seed does it? The seed is looking to the future – one day it is going to turn into a beautiful flower. The seed is looking to the glory of the future. Jesus says “the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life” (v25).

- 
Many of us are very busy and we sacrifice a lot for others, perhaps we feel that others push us, kick us, and walk on us and we cannot take much more.

- 
If you want to be fruitless, if you want to abide alone / remain a single seed then guard and protect yourself. If however you want to be fruitful, bringing beauty and fruitfulness then let God bury you, knowing that one day there will be the glory.

- 
The seed that is planted can withstand the darkness, dampness, pressure and death – one day will come forth in resurrection glory. 

· What we keep and guard today will be lost but what we give and share today will be kept. When we are up in heaven what will be important will be that which lasts. 

· Jesus says “What shall I say…God save me from this hour” (v27). No he says, “Father glorify your name”. God could not glorify Him unless he was buried – so Jesus effectively says, “then bury me” but if he dies, he will be raised  - so Jesus effectively says “then raise me”.

- 
You say you are going to heaven – then prove it with an unselfish life. Prove what Jesus says, “where I am there my servant be also” in your own life.

-
The heart of Jesus’ mission was death and sacrifice – so should the heart of our mission be!

(4) CONCLUSION

· We have seen that the Father and the Son are glorified and honoured through the ministry and sacrifice of the Son. 

· We have seen how the Father has affirmed the Son’s sacrifice and the challenge of how we also should follow Jesus’ example and live self-sacrificial lives. 

- 
Mary shows this attitude in how she gives herself fully to Jesus in pouring her expensive perfume on his feet. Jesus shows this same attitude in washing his disciple’s feet – an act that John describes as Jesus showing now just his love, but the full extent of His love.

SO HOW DO WE REACH PEOPLE IN THE WORLD? 

-
If we converted 10,000 people per day, it would take a minimum of 1700 years to convert the whole world! If we make one disciple and spend a year with them – and then both do the same so that 2 becomes 4, and 4 becomes 8 and so on it would take 33/34 years to convert the world.

- 
Jesus gave himself to only a few people and we are here simply because of his disciples. The gospels record 70 occasions where Jesus speaks to individuals, 68 occasions when Jesus speaks to small groups, but only 12 occasions when Jesus speaks to large groups. 

- 
The disciples copied Jesus’ methods – the only example they had was that of Jesus. Jesus prayed for a whole night before choosing his disciples – we have different roles but we are all to disciple others (2 Timothy 2:2). 

TWO EXAMPLES: 

-
Jim Elliot called to Ecuador to minister to an Indian tribe (the Aucas) but killed along with his 4 friends within 2 days of arriving. His wife Elizabeth bravely returned to share the gospel with those who had murdered her husband. They truly gave what they could not keep to gain what they could not lose. 

· Dawson Trotman, founder of the Navigators gave his life to helping people and died fittingly - rescuing a drowning swimmer.

WHAT HINDERS US FROM FOLLOWING THIS CALL? (GROUP DISCUSSION)

· We constantly struggle to work out this calling because so many things get in the way and distract us whether it is money, relationships, career, image, status, materialism etc.

· Jesus’ ministry was largely people based. God gives us gifts and part of our call is to use those gifts but we are all called to be involved with people – involved in making disciples.

· It is imperative that we encourage one another until Jesus returns to follow his call and live for Him rather than for ourselves.

