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Intro - What do you think are the hallmarks of genuine faith? What were the hallmarks of a Pharisee?

Openness / transparency (1 Thess 2:8)
Humility (Phil 2)






Loving one another (John 13:34-35)

Filled with the Spirit (Rom 8:9, Eph 5:18)



Doing God’s will (1 John 2:6)


Motivated by grace (Titus 2:11-12)

Knowing God (Phil 3)



Sacrifice (Mt 8:35, Acts 20:24)

Aware of the enemy (1 Pet 5:8-9)

The Fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5)

Story: The Dead Rabbit – Things are not always as they appear… The neighbours of a wee lad called Dave ask him to look after their house while they are away. He had a very big dog and one day when he was looking out of his window whilst doing the washing up, he saw his dog walking around the garden with something in its mouth. He looked closer and saw that it was a white rabbit. He hurriedly ran out and rescued the rabbit from the dog’s mouth but it was already dead. He didn’t know what to do but eventually decided to be dishonest and so he cleaned up the rabbit and put it back in its cage. He hoped that his neighbours would think that it had died naturally. The next day, his neighbours returned and he soon heard a scream from next door – their children were in floods of tears. So he went next door, pretending to be innocent. The rabbit had died a week before and they had buried it in their garden. He had to tell the truth.

Contrast with Matthew 7:21-23 

· Jesus said that not all who came to him claiming to have done this or that would enter the Kingdom of God

· The marks of genuine faith are not primarily external things that we do but that which is on the inside

· We cannot see into each others hearts but things will not always be as they appear

Aim and health warning: To think about 3 of these things that truly are hallmarks of genuine faith to help assure us of our faith and to help us help others in their faith. We will not be looking at them all as we would be here all night. What I want to share is intended to be hard hitting, but can I just say that everything I want to share is relevant to me also. 

1. Walking as Jesus did – DC Talk claimed at the beginning of one of their albums that “the single greatest cause of was atheism in the world today is Christians who acknowledge Jesus with their lips and then walk out the door and deny him by their lifestyle. That is what an unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable. 

A Mark of genuine faith is that we truly seek to walk as Jesus did (1 John 2:6). Jesus does not want our worship and commitment at Christian meetings, “No, No, No”, he wants our worship and commitment 24:7, when we are with our non-Christian friends, when we are studying, when we are at work, when we are on our own. How dare we fit God into particular parts of our lives where we try to appear “holy”! 

Story: Speaking out – There was a woman who came home one day to find that her house was on fire and a crowd had gathered outside her home. She pushes her way through the crowds and into the house to look for her son who she had left upstairs. She fought her way to his room, lifted him up close to her body and carried him to safety. The boy was fine but his mother sustained some very nasty scarring and disfigurement. The scarring is permanent and people start to poke fun at her because of the way she looks. She can however remember why she has these scars and when she does it helps her to ignore the people making fun of her. She thinks that it was all worth it for the sake of her son. One day however she breaks down into tears when some boys on the other side of the road start to poke fun at her. In amongst the crowd was her son. Her son could not overcome the peer pressure of his friends even to the point when he was not prepared to stand up for his own mother.

When the rubber hits the road, when push comes to shove will we stand up for Jesus?

2. Openness / Transparency - It’s all very well praying long prayers, attending umpteen meetings or appearing as if we’ve got it all sorted, but that’s not what it will take to keep on walking with Jesus. We see in Paul someone who was real and who shared his life with others. Yes, we see his passions and his wisdom, but we also see the struggles of a man who thought of himself as the “worst of sinners”. 

True faith is lived out in both the good times and the bad; it is expressed in both our strengths and our weaknesses. Why are we afraid to show that we struggle? Why are we afraid to allow people to see that we (like them) struggle in our Christian lives? There is no-one in this room who does not find being a Christian hard, God wants us to help and encourage one another. We need to be “real” with one another and share with each other the experiences that God gives to us. He gives them to us to share. 

Hudson Taylor said that “All God’s giants have been weak men who did great things for God because they reckoned on God being with them.”

We don’t have to sing of our weaknesses from the rooftops, but it is helpful to realise that we are not the only ones who struggle. God’s power is made perfect in weakness and his grace that is sufficient for us. 

3. Motivated by grace – About four years ago, there was a student in the Navs group who was a real challenge to me in the way that he demonstrated his passion for people to know Christ and in his great desire for holiness. Yet one day, seemingly out of the blue he just gave up his faith. Looking back I can remember many occasions where he shared with others about his weaknesses. Before he gave up his faith, he spent some time with a Navs who leader from Scotland who I can clearly remember warning me about his insecurities, but I thought nothing of it at the time. 

Looking back I can see that he had not really understood grace, he had not truly accepted that Jesus had died for his sins and that however much or however often he messed up, Jesus would still forgive him. Grace is about us receiving a gift of immeasurable worth through no merit of our own. We cannot earn God’s love, no-one can take it away and we can do nothing to jeopardise that love. 

Paul says in Titus 2:11-12 that “grace teaches us to say no to ungodliness and worldly passions”. Grace is the right motivation for holiness, not duty. In Psalm 40, David says that his desire to share about God arises from how God had rescued him from the pit. It is crucial that our desire to share the gospel with others arises from what Jesus has done for us on the cross – it is the loving expression of thankfulness. 

Genuine faith is driven by the grace that has been lavished upon us. 

4. Aware of the enemy – Question: Imagine you were the enemy, what would you do to frustrate the lives of Christians? How would you render God’s servants useless, ineffective and unfruitful?

· Encourage us to value friendships and crucially what people think about us above our relationship with God

· Encourage us to think that we have to be holy and share our faith out of duty

· Make us think that we are a failure is we mess up or miss opportunities to share our faith

· Encourage us all to put our masks on and expend energy trying to maintain a façade to each other. 

· Tell us that if we share our struggles that we will feel rejected and isolated

· Encourage us think that we are the only one who struggles in this way

· Encourage us to make a joke of things we struggle with and therefore help to create a culture in which weakness is frowned upon (eg: relationships)

· Encourage us to be fragmented and divided 

Paul in 1 Peter 5:8-9 says that the Devil is like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. He exhorts us to resist him and stand firm because others are going through the same struggles. Interestingly, the “you” in verse 9 is actually plural, Paul wants them to stand together and resist this enemy. 

A hallmark of genuine faith is being aware that we are in a spiritual battle, facing an enemy who seeks to lead us away from our faith. We need to help each other take every though captive and make it obedient to Christ. 

Final thoughts – Where does all this leave us? We should not go away thinking that because we are not very aware of the enemy or because we struggle to be motivated by grace, we are not saved. If we have accepted the Lord Jesus as our Lord and Saviour and the Holy Spirit has come to live inside us, then our salvation is secure, no matter what people might tell us. 

Rather, what we should do is examine our own lives and consider how we can help one another and spur one another on as the day approaches. Are we living “real” and “transparent” lives for the glory of God. 
