Truth & Love – 1 John (Thursday evening - NAVS) 



         02/05/2007

Chapters 1-2 have challenged us about truth and about practicing truth on a daily basis. 

Chapter 1 uses the terms “walking in the light” and “living by the truth”

1 John has much to say about Christian living, about especially about how we are to live in truth and love. We will be focusing on these ideas as we look at chapter 3 today.

We find John hard to understand because of how he writes and the sensitive issues he addresses.

These things are hard – we are all learning – none of us have it sorted

(1) Identity (v1-3)

“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.”

Our family backgrounds and relationships with our parents will each be very different 

(Q) What determines our identity? How much is it determined by what people think of us?

(v1) Relationship with God the Father is however constant, we’re called “children” (v2:28, 3:2,7)

God calls us children, friends and heirs – he has plans for each of us

Our identity is constant – God loves us “lavishly” (to give or bestow in abundance) no matter what, His love for us is unchanging. (Q) Why lavish? - Because we are called children

“There is nothing we can do to make God love us more and nothing we can do to make him love us more.” Yancey

(v2) John says we are not known by God because the world doesn’t know God – one day they will

(v2) A time is coming when God’s children (i.e. us) will be revealed

(v2) We have the hope of a glorious future - one day we shall be like him

(v3) Our identity should affect the way that we live – we need to purify ourselves

(Q) So where or from whom do we derive our identity from? It is a key motivation and it needs to be rooted in who we are in Christ (Eph 1)

John 4 - Jesus meets a Samaritan woman whom he shows great value despite her being a sinner, Samaritan and woman – 3 cultural taboos. (Q) How do we bestow love and value to others?

(2) Living in Truth (v4-10)

“Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.”

Having talked about our identity and the need to be pure, John now turns to speak about truth.

(v4) John says that sin is lawlessness – disobeying God’s law AND offending the lawgiver (Hosea)

(v5) John says that Jesus came to take away our sins and that in Him is no sin

(v6,9) John says that No one who lives in him keeps on  / continues sinning. He says no one who continues to sin has either seen him, known him or has been born of God.

(v7-8,10) John sees things as very black and white, he attributes doing what is right as righteous and doing what is sinful as being of the devil

(Q) Does God expect us to be perfect?  Is John saying that “sin is incompatible with faith”?

These are quite difficult verses but remember that we have already seen that;

(v3, 1:8-10) John said that if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and that we need to purify ourselves. Yet there is an apparent contradiction here:

Two possibilities; (1) John is setting a benchmark to strive for or (2) John is not talking about sin in general but about habitual sin (continues to sin / keeps on sinning). He uses very strong language here! The language suggests ongoing sin.

John assumes his readers want to strive to live God’s way. Yes he is very black and white in what he writes but we should all be clear that we are not the finished article

(Q) So if Jesus died for our sin, how committed are we to get rid of that which offends our Father? (v6,9) We need to ensure that our pursuit of holiness is driven by grace / identity – the fact that we “live in Him” and we are “born by God”.

We need to make sure that we take sin seriously and we need to be good observers of both our own lives and others.
(3) Living in love (v11-24)

“This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous. Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.”
Having talked about our identity and the need to be pure, John now turns to speak about love
(v10) We can recognise the children of God by obedience and love for each other (John 13:33-34)

(John 13) tells us that Jesus “showed the full extent of his love” wow! The full extent of his love expressed through serving his disciples

(v12) John uses the example of Cain: In Gen 4 Cain made an offering to the Lord but Able gave sacrificially and it cost him (first-fruits). Cain was eaten up with jealousy and hate (2 Sam 24:24)

(v14-15) John is raising the question - If we do not love, do we really know Jesus? (Q)
(Q) What is love? 

(v16, Rom 5:8) John says that True love is shown at the cross

Love is outward, sacrificial, doesn’t count the cost, forgoes rights, lays down life, is not dependent on the worthiness of the receiver and is more than mere words (action, choice)

(Q) What is the opposite of love? 

It is inward looking, looks to own rights, based on the received, unwilling to sacrifice. It is self-protection – an unwillingness to be vulnerable, to get hurt, to share of self and experience. Self-protection is the essence of sin.

(v17-18) John is saying that love is active and more than just words (meeting needs, helping others)

(1 Cor 13:3) Paul says that you can give everything yet lack love – so it is not just about “doing”

(Gal 5:13) Paul says we’ve been set free to serve one another in love

(v19) John says that showing love is how we know that we belong to the truth (truth + love)

(v19-20) He talks about doubts and says that our hearts condemn us when we are unwilling to love

(v21-22) He talks about prayer and say that we are helped to pray when we love truly

Loving others is hard yet intrinsic to Christian life – we cannot divorce love for God from love for others

In our relationships it means that we should be givers of our strengths, weaknesses and experiences

(Q) Are we willing to withhold nothing and give everything?

We’re not the finished article and we all have so much to learn – so often it is in our relationships with each other that our weaknesses our exposed. 

“If we’re not being hurt, we are not loving enough” (Mark Stirling)

Love should be motivated by identity in Christ and an overflow of our relationship with God, not others

(v23) John lays out the challenge to believe in the name of Jesus (truth) and love one another.
