Pure – Sex and Relationships God’s Way (ABC – November 2008)

Intro - This morning you will hear 3 talks entitled Pure Perfection, Pure Rebellion and Pure Redemption. In this 1st talk we’re talking about Pure Perfection. I’ve been assured that this is not a description of me – indeed we’re not speaking to you today from a position of perfection (you knew that already) but as forgiven sinners who have made mistakes and are still learning in the things we’re talking about today!!
So is there such a thing as a perfect man or woman? We all know the answer is no and that we will not be made perfect until we reach heaven. However, in Gen 1-2 we read about how God originally made men and women perfect – made to relate perfectly with Him and with one another. In this first talk we’ll be looking at what God’s perfect creation looked like. 

Read Genesis 1:26-28 
26Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 

PERFECT SELF IMAGE

What does it mean to be made in God’s image? – We all know that there are some fundamental differences between men and women (not just talking about biological differences, the fact that men never read instructions / maps, women like different coloured pens and shoes etc). There are also many things that men and women have in common and Genesis 1 explains some of them:
We bear the image of God – He does not say that about any of the other created beings – only about us (we love our cats but there idea of relationship is heavily based on food & sleep and they have almost no desire to relate to one another). We bear the imprint and reflect the glory of our creator.  Notice that it is both men and women who are made in God’s image; we are made equal but different. Whatever it is that we are looking for in relationships it is crucial to be aware that no other human being can fulfil all of our needs; needs for value, love, significance & worth. Only God is able to meet these needs – irrespective of our human relationships, God made each of us unique with an intrinsic value of our own that stems not from how we look, who we’re dating or what we’ve done but rather from the value and love that our Creator God bestows upon us. We’ll be talking more about image this afternoon.
PERFECT RELATIONSHIP TO GOD
Our God is a relational God and He said “let us make man in our image”. Another way that we bear God’s image is that we are relational people made to relate to Him and to each other. Back in the garden Adam and Eve had a perfect relationship with God; there was no sin, no shame, no barrier between them and God – in chapter 3 we find the picture of God walking in the garden (v8)!! 
Adam and Eve were given the mandate to (1) work and serve together as stewards of His creation (middle managers) and (2) be fruitful and multiply (pro-creation). This is a really helpful principle in the sometimes controversial question of whether we should date non-Christians. If God has made us for relationship with Him and to serve / work together with our partner, surely we can only put God at the centre of our relationship when both boyfriend/girlfriend OR husband/wife have the same priorities and perspective on life!! Neither however, is this some exclusive holy huddle cut off from those around us but instead a complementary partnership working together for God within community.
Read Genesis 2:15-17, 20b-25

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." …
…But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 23The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman, ' for she was taken out of man." 24For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 25The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.
PERFECT RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS
In Gen 2 the focus is in on God’s creation of Adam and Eve and we find much more detail about what it means to live in relationship with each other. We were created equal but different with complementary roles and Genesis 2 fleshes out some of those differences. Adam was created first and his role was to work the ground and take care of it.  He is given the role of naming the creatures God had made (demonstrating authority) and he is to obey God’s commands not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (See v15).
Then God declares that there is something that is not good in His perfect creation (v18). God creates Eve not because He looks at Adam and thinks He could do better but because Adam was incomplete on his own. Adam is thrilled by God’s good gift to him of Eve and he demonstrates loving responsibility and leadership in naming her ‘woman’ (Eve). God did not make woman to be the boss, neither did He make her to be trampled upon – rather He made her to be a helper. 
In some ways the word helper often conveys some quite negative ideas but that was not God’s intention. In other places in the Bible, God is described as Israel’s helper (Ex 18:4, Ps 33:20) – it is a term that speaks of His strength, describing God fighting alongside Israel in battle. Adam needs Eve and together they can work the ground, serve God and watch over the earth. In the garden there was no desire to get one up on each other or to have dominion over each other, but rather there was an equal and perfect relationship.
Genesis also talks about marriage and sex as part of God’s good creation. We know that not everyone will get married and it’s important to note that singleness is not second best - Paul describes it as a spiritual gift! When we base our identity and self image in Christ, God can meet all of our needs for value and self worth – God really is enough!! That said; marriage is still how God’s mandate to increase in number will be fulfilled. Marriage in our society often gets bad press but it was God’s idea and was given to us for our good. Here in Gen 2 we see that God intended marriage to be between one man and one woman (v24), a public demonstration of leaving behind old family units to create a new one and stick together for life. 

God also designed sex for the security and long-term commitment of marriage. Sex is good and God gives us limits and guidelines to enjoy this gift. V24 is Bible language for sex, “becoming one flesh and being united” (the Greek word for “united” means “glue”). “Sex is part of the glue that holds man and woman together in a unified relationship” (Jenson & Payne). We often visit and work at youth camps in Latvia and one of the questions that comes up again and again is “how can we know if we are compatible if we don’t sleep together first?” God is not a killjoy who wants to withhold good things from us – He made us and He has our best interests at heart. Adam and Eve enjoyed great sex not because they were “compatible” or “experienced” but because they had nothing to compare to – that special intimacy and vulnerability was something they had experienced with no one else.
PERFECT WORLD
So all this was part of God’s perfect world – perfect relationships with God and each other and perfect self image. Living God’s way in the area of sex and relationships is not easy especially when the world around us is living very differently. God’s design for sex and relationships is totally at odds with the world as we’re going to see in the next talk on pure rebellion. For some of us these are things we have heard many times, for others these will be hard words to hear because of how we have lived our lives. Surely we’ve all made mistakes here – the point of today is not to burden us with guilt but to encourage us to live according to what God’s says is best for us!!
How can something that God intended for our good, for our blessing, cause so many of us to stumble in so many different ways?
Cue Pure Rebellion…
