Norway Discipleship camp – Obedience (June 07)

Key passages

John 14:15-23 15"If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."  22Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, "But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?"  23Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.” 

Romans 6:15-23 “15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 19I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. 20When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Romans 12:1-2 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”
Other key verses

Luke 11:28 “He replied, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”

1 John 2:5-6 “But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.”

1 John 5:3 “This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4for everyone born of God overcomes the world.”

1 Samuel 15:22 “But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.”

2 Corinthians 3v18 “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
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Introduction

There has been a bit of boom in parenting programmes on British TV lately. In an article entitled ‘Raising Hell’ (Radio Times), we learn of a young man called Ben whose swearing and aggression towards his mum make upsetting viewing. Ben refuses to go to school, and bullies his mother. Ben is 13, out of control, frighteningly violent, and abuses his mother in the most shocking way. 


Then along comes parenting expert Warwick Dyer. He talks to Ben’s mum, Sally, but he never meets Ben. He suggests to Sally that she give Ben £1 each day, and fine him 1p every time he swears or is violent. Apparently it works a treat. 


But what’s the principle at work there? 13 year old boys like having money to spend. It doesn’t take him long to realise that if he behaves reasonably, he’ll receive an income of £365 a year. Worth having. And if he doesn’t behave, he’ll lose it all. So he tones down his language and kicks the cat instead of his mum. Sounds good to me, and if you’re a parent of an out of control teenager, why not give it a try. 


But it’s not the way God goes about his parenting. What God does is this. First of all, he adopts children who are severely off the rails. Then he tells them that he’ll take the rap for anything they’ve done in the past and, come to that, anything else they might get up to in the future. Then he gives them access to all his vast wealth. Then he promises them that he’ll never withdraw their access. Then, having done all that, he asks them to obey him. 

1. Obedience … God’s ultimate purpose
Before we dive into the detail let’s just think about what God’s ultimate purpose is for us as Christians

Romans 8:28-29 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.”
Jerry Bridges “God is not in the business of making us comfortable but of conforming us to the likeness of Jesus Christ. This is God’s ultimate purpose for us.”
So what is Jesus like? There are many answers but let’s focus on two verses that help us answer this:
Psalm 40v8 David says “I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.”
Jesus delighted to do the will of God – it was not a duty or drudgery!!

John 8v29 Jesus said “The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him."
Jesus not only had a desire to obey His Father but he did what pleased His Father consistently. The word “please” has to do with motivation as well as actions. 

1 Corinthians 4v5 Paul says “Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.”
This is our goal – we will never there but it should be the direction in which we are moving.

2. Obedience … God’s transformation
Paul gives us clue about what it means to be conformed. God’s objective is that we are being conformed – the idea of making progress – “with ever increasing glory”. We are being transformed (word: metamorphous) – the example of moth to butterfly – complete transformation

2 Corinthians 3v18 “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
This word is used on three occasions – here in 2 Cor 3v18, Romans 12v2 & on Mount of transfiguration when Jesus was changed from His earthly appearance to His glorified appearance.

Obedience is not about activities of doing right and wrong things – we are talking about an inner being – a transformation of character. Jerry Bridges “God is more interested in character than conduct.”

This is the obedient Christian in action. The obedient Christian does acts of obedience but God is interested in character that results in conduct. It is also true that over time conduct determines character – they are intertwined.

Illustration: The little boy in church who kept standing up and his mother kept telling him to sit down. Finally she came down on him rather hard and so he sat down. SO he finally did sit down but then he whispered to her “well I am sitting down on the outside but I am sitting down on the inside.”
Often we are like that as Christians – we are sitting down on the outside, we are going through the motions of obedience but we are not obedient Christians. We are obeying grudgingly, because of peer pressure, because we think it’s expected of us, because we don’t want to get intro trouble. 
Why do you do what you do? Is it so that we won’t get caught, so we won’t get thrown out of the group or looked down upon or do we do what we do because we delight to do the will of God!! That’s what I mean when I say God is more interested in character and the real inner you. Yes he is interested in what we do but he is really interested in the character, the motivation and the drive that produces the conduct. God’s objective is to not just to get us to do the right things but to do the right things for the right reason. In order for this to happen we must be transformed in our inner being.
Psalm 119v9-11, 36-37 “How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word. I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you…Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain. Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your word.” 

This transforming work is the work of the Holy Spirit. We are completely dependent upon the Holy Spirit. In Psalm 119 the psalmist recognises both his responsibility to live according to God’s word, to seek the Lord with all his heart and to hide God’s words in his heart. He also however, recognises his dependence upon the Holy Spirit to transform him in his inner being, to turn his heart towards God’s laws and to turn his eyes away from worthless things.
3. Obedience … Our responsibility
Romans 12v2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

On the one hand we know that it is the Holy Spirit who is transforming us but Paul here writes that we need to be transformed – it is also our responsibility. The Holy Spirit is going to do the transforming but we must expose ourselves to His ministry and look to Him to do this. The word of God is the means for the transformation and we need to expose ourselves to the word – the renewing of our minds, getting our values changed (unlike the boy). When values change actions will change as a result. 
Heb 1v9 “You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness…” Jesus loved righteousness but hated wickedness. Is there wickedness that we still love? God wants to change our values in every area of our lives so that we live righteousness – then our actions will be obedient. 

We will never arrive at the place where we do not struggle. Paul himself in Romans 7 talks about his struggles. Romans 7 describes a person not living in defeat but Paul in his own maturity as he saw more and more the perfect law of God and his failure to attain to that. 
In Gal 5v17 Paul says that “the Spirit wars against the flesh”. We will never reach perfection but this should be our goal. We should pray that our areas of weaknesses would become things that we hate. 

How is this going to happen? Values are determined by input – we are constantly being bombarded with things that challenge our values. What Paul is really saying in Romans 12v2 is that we need to constantly have more and more input of God’s values coming into our minds rather than the world’s input. This will happen as we expose ourselves more and more to the word of God (SAS illustration).
Psalm 1:1-3 “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.”

Psalm 1 describes someone who is drawn more and more into the web of sin. The Psalmist sees two categories of people, those who are being drawn into the web of sin and those who are meditating on the word day and night. Which are we? How much time do we spend in the word compared to the amount of time we spend watching TV, internet or computer games? We’re all busy, but what do you think about when you can think about anything you want to? 
Two key words about obedience are discipline (training) and dependence. It takes work on our part and dependence on the Holy Spirit who is the only one who can change us. In the Christian life we are walking on a tight rope – there is a crucial balance to maintain. We tend to fall off because of a lack of discipline without dependence – by our own self discipline (like the boy). The other extreme is the area of dependence without disciple because we fail to play our part / responsibility.
4. Final thoughts
Romans 12:1 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.”

Paul says we should offer our bodies as living sacrifices because of God’s mercy and grace. It’s not about duty but grace and Paul says elsewhere that “Grace teaches us to say no to ungodliness”. When we became Christians we were set free from sin but made slaves to God.

Romans 6v16,18 “Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?...“You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.”
Paul says that we are slaves either to sin (obedience to our sinful nature) or to righteousness (obedience to God). Paul says that the benefit (v22) that we will reap leads to holiness and the result is eternal life. The path is tough and holiness is a battle but obedience is intrinsic to the Christian life.

Luke 6v6 Jesus said “Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?” 
The proof of the Lordship of God in our lives is obedience. 

John 14v21 “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.” 

Obedience is not only the outworking of the Lordship of the Lord Jesus Christ but it is also (as important) it’s the proof of our love for Him. What does it mean to love God – obedience to Him – not just obedience in actions but in our inner being.
Perhaps in groups we can talk about how this works in practice in our love and obedience to our leaders (Heb 11:17), parents (Col 3:20), masters (Col 3:22), authorities (Rom 13:1) and ultimately and most importantly in our love and obedience towards God.

