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(1) What does Christian giving look like?  It’s not tight fisted, miserly or grudging, neither is it wild or careless. Instead, true giving is generous, gracious and abundant. In 2 Corinthians 8-9 Paul addresses this question and amazingly does not once mention money.

8v1-5 The example of the Macedonians - background
There was drought resulting in famine which had deprived many of the Christians in Jerusalem their livelihoods and were suffering because they did not have enough to eat, Paul set about to help by enlisting the assistance of the gentile Christians. He saw it as an chance to encourage unity so he spoke to everyone he met of their need. The response from the Macedonian churches in Berea, Philippi and Thessalonica was tremendous. There is a great example here of the true way to give: “Most Christians today do not know how to give, many are giving for wrong reasons, in wrong ways or are not giving at all.” (Stedman)
True giving always originates with the grace of God (v1) – The grace of God is God’s goodness to us. If He hasn’t done anything for us then we should not give Him a penny, but if He has then we should give back according to the measure that we have been given. In the NT, Giving is never imposed as a duty that we have to do. Instead, it’s given to us as a privilege in which we can be involved, in order to express the gratitude of hearts to the grace that God has already given us.
What motivates people to give?
(1) The 1st deaths in the NT (Acts 5) were when a couple decided to gain a reputation for giving that they did not really deserve. Others were giving away property and they wanted to get in on the honour and prestige that were being heaped on them. They let on that they had given the whole thing but they had not and the Holy Spirit dealt with them severely. (2) Others are trying to score brownie points with God, in the hope that it would help them when they have to stand before God. 

Why did the Macedonian Christians give?

(1) Paul highlights the extent of their giving which went against all their possible reasons for not giving. They were going through a period of severe trial (persecution) and at the same time they were in poverty and were about to starve. They had however been touched by the grace of God and rather than being a cause to not give, it became a cause to give. They knew what it was to be in need and had been so blessed that they wanted to give according to and even beyond their means. “A man who was asked to give to a Church offering and he said he was able to give £20 and not feel it. The usher said why don’t you give £40 and feel it.” It is only when you feel it that the blessing comes. These Macedonians dug deep and they asked for the privilege of doing so. Paul had been reluctant to even tell them of this need. “One of the marks that a heart has truly been touched by God is that they count on giving as a privilege” (Stedman). 

(2) The Macedonians gave themselves first to the Lord. How we think about what we have is very revealing. They realised that everything they had was from God and so they gave themselves and everything they had to God. There is no tithe in the NT (tax levied on people for supporting the priesthood – now we’re all priests). The Macedonians understood that once you have given yourself it is easy to give anything else. Everything belongs to God and we are just a trustee / steward of what God has given us – responsible to use / distribute it as God dictates. When Jesus was asked about paying taxes and He said we should give to Caesars the things with his image and give to God the things with His image. We bear God’s image! When we give ourselves, everything else will follow and we’ll hold everything in trust until God let’s us know that a need exists. That is true Christian giving and how these Macedonians became a model for others to follow.

8v6-10 – Jesus is the ultimate example of giving
Paul applies no pressure on the Corinthians – he’s not urging them to compete with the Macedonians and he doesn’t give them a command to give (v8). Instead, he points to the fact that the Macedonians gave because their love was genuine and were moved by the grace of God. Paul’s argument is that if they give, they can also prove that their love is genuine. He urges them to think about what grace really is – the outworking of a heart that has been touched by the grace of God. This leads him to the ultimate example, Jesus (v9). This verse puts grace at the heart of giving – the cross being the ultimate example of what it means to give. There was a time when Jesus was rich (not on earth) but He gave it voluntarily – He humbled Himself and became a poor man with nothing. While here on earth, He was constantly borrowing because He had nothing of His own (coin, food, clothes, donkey, tomb – he had no home). Why – so that we might become rich. Would you trade what we have in Christ for wealth or power? When we think about what Jesus did for us how can we hold back from helping others?

(2) Principles of Giving – the practical outworking of giving;
(a) 8v10-12 – Motive is more important than the amount 
Many in Corinth had promised to give to the need but no collection had been taken and now a year on there is a hint that perhaps some were now unable to give what they had promised before and were waiting unti l they could. OT law had required people to fulfil their promises but Paul is saying that if the readiness is there then we should give what we can out of what you have, not what we don’t have. Later Paul says that God loves a cheerful giver, someone who feels that “what the gift can do” is more important than the “value of the gift” and so they give freely.” Give according to what you have – no matter if it is not as much as you would like or promised. You cannot control all of your circumstances – God knows and He urges you to give. 

(b) 8v13-15 – Opportunities to give are arranged by God

Paul’s not talking of some kind of Christian socialism to achieve equality. He’s not arguing for an equality of amount but an equality of response. If it’s your turn to give now, it may soon be your turn to receive. The reason we have more than we need is so that we can give to others. Paul quotes from Exodus and the story of the manna. Some were able to gather more than others but those who had more gave to those who had less and everyone had exactly what they needed. Why are their inequalities in what we have? God does it so that at times we learn to give to others and at other times He takes it all away so that we learn what it is to receive. God gives us opportunities to share in the joy of giving to others.

(c) 8v16-24 Responsibility of giving

Paul encourages the control of gifts not to be entrusted to a single individual, but a group of responsible, people (Titus and the men mentioned in v18, 22). In v20-21 – Paul says that though they knew there were doing right, that was not enough, it needed to be clear and avoiding all criticism. We need to be careful about whom we give to and ensure that there are controls to ensure that our gifts are handled rightly.

(d) 9v1-5 Giving must not come from pressure

Paul sent the brothers in advance so that they would not feel pressured and so that the matter could be taken care of before he arrived. Paul did not want his presence to be the reason that they give. Pressure is totally contrary to the spirit of grace. We are responsible for what we do with what we are given and we need to be careful with any requests that play on our emotions. Hearing the need is important but the need should not be used as an emotional vice to extract more gifts. 

(e) 9v6-15 The possibilities of giving

When the farmer sows his seed, it is gone and it looks like it is lost – the farmer gives up the use and control of it. But it’s not lost and the farmer will get it back in proportion to what he has sown. Likewise if we give a little, we will get a little and if we give abundantly, we will receive abundantly. Giving must be our choice and the result of a freely made decision to give. 

Paul also says that true giving must be expectant giving – It’s possible to turn giving into a selfish act (i.e. giving in order to receive) but it is not wrong to recognise that we will benefit from our giving. If we do not give, we’ll become narrow, rigid, tight and stingy. Those who learn to give become generous, gracious and godly minded. Everything ultimately comes from God and He is able to provide us with every blessing so that we have what we need. Give and it will be given unto you said Jesus. If we give in order to have more for ourselves to enjoy then we are giving for the wrong reasons. 

“A man replied to a letter in which he was told that you cannot out give God and that they had worked out that if he and everyone else receiving the letter gave £150 they would have all we need and God will give it back to you 5 times over. He wrote back and said that he agreed but suggested that they give him the £150 and God will give it back to them 5 times over. They took him off the mailing list.” 

God delights to give but He doesn’t always give back a material return. (1) Giving will bring gratitude in the hearts of those to whom you give and we’re richly rewarded when we see the gratitude of others towards God’s provision. (2) Giving stimulates the receiver to pray for the giver they become the beneficiary of God’s blessing through those prayers. (3) It glorifies God with the thanksgiving of many. 
Giving is Godlike and we’re reminded throughout the NT to give because we have been given to. We are encouraged here to give generously to others from what we have been given. Jesus said so simply “freely you have received, freely give” (Matthew 10v8). This is God’s basis for encouraging our Christian giving!

Principles and focus of stewardship

God is a giving God (John 3v16, James 1v17, Acts 17v24-25)

· We are not owners but stewards (1 Corinthians 4v2)

· Illustrations (Matthew 25v14-30, Luke 19v11-27)

· Priorities of life (Matthew 6v24-35, Philippians 4v6)

Attitudes to giving 
· Thoughtfully (2 Corinthians 9v7)

· Generously (Romans 12v8, Deuteronomy 15v10)

· In proportion (2 Corinthians 8v12)

· Sacrificially (2 Samuel 24v24, 2 Corinthians 8v1-7)

· Willingly (2 Corinthians 9v7 – hilarious)
Focus of giving
· To extend God’s Kingdom (Philippians 4v14-19)

· The church (1 Corinthians 16v1-2)

· Hospitality (Romans 12v13)

· The poor (Deuteronomy 15v11)

· Specific ministries (1 Corinthians 9v14)

· Special needs (Romans 15v25)
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