GRACE (NAVS camping trip - May 2007)
1. What is grace? (Zechariah 3)

- The background to Zechariah is that the people of God had been exiled to Babylon because they had turned away from God. In 587BC the temple was destroyed but still God gives grace. Through Jeremiah God says that they will return to their land in 70 years. They had rebuilt the temple, but not the walls when Zechariah was written. They are asking where is God? 
(v1) Zechariah sees Joshua the high priest in a dream – Joshua is standing, serving God in the courts of God before an angel (Jesus?) and Satan who is also standing there (Satan means accuser). 

Satan is accusing Joshua – God’s angels are to protect and encourage us fallen angels do the opposite. 
(Q) Does Satan have reason to accuse Joshua? (v3) Joshua is covered in filthy clothes – there are various ideas of what this means but (v4) surely draws correlation between his clothes and sin - these clothes were symbolic of his inability to help himself
(v1) Satan is accusing Joshua of being “dirty / unclean” – we have not realised how dirty our hearts are. We fall so far short of Jesus. 
(v2) The LORD rebukes Satan and he asks ‘is Joshua not like a burning stick snatched/plucked from the fire’. We are snatched from the fire not because of anything that we do and we are given new clothes. We are all God’s priests – bringing God to others. 
(v4-5) This is an amazing picture of grace. God gives us clean clothes in Christ - Jesus carries our sins for us – we cannot keep this to ourselves. 
(v6-7) God says that we will have a place of standing in Heaven if we keep God’s requirements – which he has written in our hearts (Ezekiel 36). God keeps our side of the covenant for us in Jesus. 
(v9) God speaks of His servant “the branch” and how He will remove the sin of the Land. Jesus is that branch and through Him we can be made right with God.

(v10) In that day, in this day, God declares that we will invite others into this blessing, drawing all people to Him. 
This dream is a picture of grace, a picture of what God has done for us in Christ and a picture of what it means for us to be Christians – knowing Jesus and making Him known.
(Q) How well do we understand what Jesus has done for us? Are we trusting in Jesus rather than ourselves? We can be sincere in faith but still be sincerely wrong – we need faith in Jesus.

2. What does grace mean for us?

(a) The dream is Zechariah is clear that grace has consequences – God expects us to keep His requirements and live in obedience (v6-7).
(Titus 2) Paul says that “Grace teaches us to say no to ungodliness”. 
(Romans 6-7) Paul says “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means” and he goes on to say that “you who have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness” (6:15,18).

So it is clear that grace has a lot to say about how we should live – in fact grace should be the key motivation for how we live our lives – not duty.
(b) The dream is also clear that grace has other consequences – God expects us to share our faith and more than that he expects us to be administrators of grace.

(Matt 4:19) – ‘Come follow me and I will make you fishers of men’ – intrinsic to the call of Christ is the call to not only follow but call others to follow also. 
(Eph 3) Just after speaking about grace in chapter 2, Paul says “surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you” (3:2), he then says that he was a “servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given to me” (3:7) and again he says that “this grace was give to me to preach to the gentiles” (3:8).

The word administration (NIV) or stewardship (ESV) brings some negative connotations but it makes clear that grace is something that if we are a receiver we will also be a giver. 

Grace is hard to describe because it is not a tangible, physical thing. Yet it has been given to us for others. (Q) Why is the Dead Sea dead? - Water flows into the Dead Sea but not out!!
(Q) How did Jesus administer grace? Jesus method was spending time with people one on one or in small groups (70 occasions to individuals, 68 to small groups and 12 to large groups). 
(2 Timothy2:2) Paul challenges Timothy to pass on the things he had “heard him say…to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others”. 
This is certainly not easy but we need to ask ourselves what are we going to give our lives to?
