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“I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.” 
Revelation 21:2-3 (NIV)
Summer 2009
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Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 

The "NIV" and "New International Version" trademarks are registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by International Bible Society. Use of either trademark requires the permission of International Bible Society.

SOTON NAVS 2009      



	Wk No.
	Date
	Bible Study & Prayer Groups 
6:30pm at 53 Harefield Road

	01
	Thurs 23 Apr
	Bible Study – Revelation 1

	02
	Thurs 30 Apr
	Bible Study – Revelation 2

	03
	Thurs 07 May
	Bible Study – Revelation 3

	04
	Thurs 14 May
	Bible Study – Revelation 4-5

	Sun 17 May - NAVS join Walk the Wight 2009

	05
	Thurs 21 May
	Bible Study – Revelation 21-22

	Tues 26 May - Sat 13 June - University Exam Period / Viva’s

	06
	Thurs 28 May
	EXAMS - Fun and Games Evening

	07
	Thurs 04 Jun
	EXAMS - Revelation Feedback/Review Evening

	Sat 06 June – END OF YEAR NAVS BBQ
(Games at 4pm and then BBQ from 6:30pm)

	08
	Thurs 11 Jun
	NAVS Graduation Party (TBC - PROVISIONAL)

	09
	Thurs 18 Jun
	Bible Study – Start of weekly NAVS Summer Studies (TBC)

	Mon 22 Jun - October 2009 – Summer Holidays

	Fri 26 June to Fri 24 July – Norway and Latvia Discipleship Programme


Other NAVS groups

“ENGAGE” Discussion group

7pm for food, Monday evenings at 53 Harefield Road
“WISDOM” Group Events (girls only)
As organised – see Wisdom e-mails for more details
Weekly Prayer Breakfast

8am Wednesday mornings at 53 Harefield Road (every Wednesday during term-time)

Semester Planner 
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Below are just a few simple suggestions for how we think you can get the most from the group and materials this term:
Your Commitment 

We would encourage you to make a commitment to come along regularly on a Thursday evening. We realise that sometimes there are things that get in the way but we would encourage you to give high priority to studying the Bible with others and be at the studies as much as possible. This may involve some sacrifice, definitely some effective organisation of your time, but we really believe that doing so will help you to get the most out of the studies and prayer times.
Our Commitment

The heart of the Navigators calling is to invest in the lives of people. To that end we would like to make one to one discipleship freely available to all. Hopefully we will take the initiative to start meeting up with you but please feel free to approach any of the leadership team about meeting up with an older Christian. 
Your Feedback

When you have a large group like NAVS it is not easy to cater for everyone but we do try to do our best. We are all individuals and as such we will have different experiences of studying the Bible, spending time with each other and praying together. If there is something or someone that you are struggling with in the group we would encourage you to speak to one of the leadership team as soon as possible. 
Your Contribution

This might sound obvious but to some degree ‘what you put in’ to the group is going to determine ‘what you get out’ of the group. We would like to encourage you to contribute honestly and as much you are able to the discussion and workings of the group. We understand that different personalities and previous knowledge / experience make each of us quite different but we do all have a part to play regardless. In the past there have often been times when some of the most insightful and/or honest contributions have come from new or even pre-Christians!!

Your Group

Above all we want you to feel that NAVS is your group and we therefore want you to have a real say in what and how it happens. If there are areas you would like to be involved in from Web design to leading Bible studies please let us know.

Your Preparation 

These materials are primarily for use in preparing for the weekly group discussions but they will also be useful in keeping your thoughts together in one place. 

The materials firstly provide you with the passage so that you can identify and highlight recurring themes and note down your own thoughts and questions. Secondly, the materials include questions designed to provoke thought and help you think through what the passage meant both to the Christians at the time and what it means for us now.

We would really encourage you to make use of these materials, as doing so will help you contribute and get the most out of the group discussions. The materials are however only “tools”, they are there to help you and not to restrict you or force you to think in a certain manner.  We want to see God alone speaking to us through these passages and if the questions or notes do not help you, then don’t use them. We have included within these materials a few introductions to the book, which are the opinions of experts. Remember though that these introductions are not the inspired word of God and experts often disagree with one another and do get it wrong!

Make sure that you spend some time praying and try to spend most of your time reading and re-reading the passage. Then with the passage in mind consider the suggested questions with an open mind. The questions are written so that there is rarely “a single right answer” and we would encourage you to bring your thoughts to the studies to share with your group.

We would appreciate your feedback and suggestions on how to make these materials as helpful as they can be.
SOTON NAVS Leadership team


Author - Four times the author identifies himself as John (1:1,4,9; 22:8). From as early as Justin Martyr in the second century A.D. it has been held that this John was the apostle, the son of Zebedee (see Mt 10:2). The book itself reveals that the author was a Jew, well versed in Scripture, a church leader who was well known to the seven churches of Asia Minor, and a deeply religious person fully convinced that the Christian faith would soon triumph over the demonic forces at work in the world. In the third century, however, an African bishop named Dionysius compared the language, style and thought of the Apocalypse (Revelation) with that of the other writings of John and decided that the book could not have been written by the apostle John. He suggested that the author was a certain John the Presbyter, whose name appears elsewhere in ancient writings. Although many today follow Dionysius in his view of authorship, the external evidence seems overwhelmingly supportive of the traditional view.
Date - Revelation was written when Christians were entering a time of persecution. The two periods most often mentioned are the latter part of Nero’s reign (A.D. 54–68) and the latter part of Domitian’s reign (A.D. 81–96). Most interpreters date the book c. 95. (A few suggest a date during the reign of Vespasian: A.D. 69–79.)
Occasion - Since Roman authorities at this time were beginning to enforce emperor worship, Christians—who held that Christ, not Caesar, was Lord—were facing increasing hostility. The believers at Smyrna are warned against coming opposition (2:10), and the church at Philadelphia is told of an hour of trial coming on the world (3:10). Antipas has already given his life (2:13) along with others (6:9). John has been exiled to the island of Patmos (probably the site of a Roman penal colony) for his activities as a Christian missionary (1:9). Some within the church are advocating a policy of compromise (2:14–15,20), which has to be corrected before its subtle influence can undermine the determination of believers to stand fast in the perilous days that lie ahead.
Purpose - John writes to encourage the faithful to resist staunchly the demands of emperor worship. He informs his readers that the final showdown between God and Satan is imminent. Satan will increase his persecution of believers, but they must stand fast, even to death. They are sealed against any spiritual harm and will soon be vindicated when Christ returns, when the wicked are forever destroyed, and when God’s people enter an eternity of glory and blessedness.
Literary Form - For an adequate understanding of Revelation, the reader must recognize that it is a distinct kind of literature. Revelation is apocalyptic, a kind of writing that is highly symbolic. Although its visions often seem bizarre to the Western reader, fortunately the book provides a number of clues for its own interpretation (e.g., stars are angels, lampstands are churches, 1:20; “the great prostitute,” 17:1, is “Babylon” [Rome?], 17:5,18; and the heavenly Jerusalem is the wife of the Lamb, 21:9–10).

Distinctive Feature - A distinctive feature is the frequent use of the number seven (52 times). There are seven beatitudes (see note on 1:3), seven churches (1:4,11), seven spirits (1:4), seven golden lampstands (1:12), seven stars (1:16), seven seals (5:1), seven horns and seven eyes (5:6), seven trumpets (8:2), seven thunders (10:3), seven signs (12:1,3; 13:13–14; 15:1; 16:14; 19:20), seven crowns (12:3), seven plagues (15:6), seven golden bowls (15:7), seven hills (17:9) and seven kings (17:10), as well as other sevens. Symbolically, the number seven stands for completeness.
Interpretation - Interpreters of Revelation normally fall into four groups:
1. Preterists understand the book exclusively in terms of its first-century setting, claiming that most of its events have already taken place. 

2. Historicists take it as describing the long chain of events from Patmos to the end of history. 

3. Futurists place the book primarily in the end times. 

4. Idealists view it as symbolic pictures of such timeless truths as the victory of good over evil. 

Fortunately, the fundamental truths of Revelation do not depend on adopting a particular point of view. They are available to anyone who will read the book for its overall message and resist the temptation to become overly enamoured with the details.

Outline
1. Introduction (1:1–8) 

2. Jesus among the Seven Churches (1:9–20) 

3. The Letters to the Seven Churches (chs. 2–3) 

3.1. Ephesus (2:1–7) 

3.2. Smyrna (2:8–11) 

3.3. Pergamum (2:12–17) 

3.4. Thyatira (2:18–29) 

3.5. Sardis (3:1–6) 

3.6. Philadelphia (3:7–13) 

3.7. Laodicea (3:14–22) 

4. The Throne, the Scroll and the Lamb (chs. 4–5) 

4.1. The Throne in Heaven (ch. 4) 

4.2. The Seven-Sealed Scroll (5:1–5) 

4.3. The Lamb Slain (5:6–14) 

5. The Seven Seals (6:1—8:1) 

5.1. First Seal: The White Horse (6:1–2) 

5.2. Second Seal: The Red Horse (6:3–4) 

5.3. Third Seal: The Black Horse (6:5–6) 

5.4. Fourth Seal: The Pale Horse (6:7–8) 

5.5. Fifth Seal: The Souls under the Altar (6:9–11) 

5.6. Sixth Seal: The Great Earthquake (6:12–17) 

5.7. The Sealing of the 144,000 (7:1–8) 

5.8. The Great Multitude (7:9–17) 

5.9. Seventh Seal: Silence in Heaven (8:1) 

6. The Seven Trumpets (8:2—11:19) 

6.1. Introduction (8:2–5) 

6.2. First Trumpet: Hail and Fire Mixed with Blood (8:6–7) 

6.3. Second Trumpet: A Mountain Thrown into the Sea (8:8–9) 

6.4. Third Trumpet: The Star Wormwood (8:10–11) 

6.5. Fourth Trumpet: A Third of the Sun, Moon and Stars Struck (8:12–13) 

6.6. Fifth Trumpet: The Plague of Locusts (9:1–12) 

6.7. Sixth Trumpet: Release of the Four Angels (9:13–21) 

6.8. The Angel and the Little Scroll (ch. 10) 

6.9. The Two Witnesses (11:1–14) 

6.10. Seventh Trumpet: Judgments and Rewards (11:15–19) 

7. Various Personages and Events (chs. 12–14) 

7.1. The Woman and the Dragon (ch. 12) 

7.2. The Two Beasts (ch. 13) 

7.3. The Lamb and the 144,000 (14:1–5) 

7.4. The Harvest of the Earth (14:6–20) 

8. The Seven Bowls (chs. 15–16) 

8.1. Intro: The Song of Moses & the Seven Angels with the Seven Plagues (ch. 15) 

8.2. First Bowl: Ugly and Painful Sores (16:1–2) 

8.3. Second Bowl: Sea Turns to Blood (16:3) 

8.4. Third Bowl: Rivers and Springs of Water Become Blood (16:4–7) 

8.5. Fourth Bowl: Sun Scorches People with Fire (16:8–9) 

8.6. Fifth Bowl: Darkness (16:10–11) 

8.7. Sixth Bowl: Euphrates River Dries Up (16:12–16) 

8.8. Seventh Bowl: Tremendous Earthquake (16:17–21) 

9. Babylon: The Great Prostitute (17:1—19:5) 

9.1. Babylon Described (ch. 17) 

9.2. The Fall of Babylon (ch. 18) 

9.3. Praise for Babylon’s Fall (19:1–5) 

10. Praise for the Wedding of the Lamb (19:6–10) 

11. The Return of Christ (19:11–21) 

12. The Thousand Years (20:1–6) 

13. Satan’s Doom (20:7–10) 

14. Great White Throne Judgment (20:11–15) 

15. New Heaven, New Earth, New Jerusalem (21:1—22:5) 

16. Conclusion and Benediction (22:6–21) 

Quoted in full from the NIV Study Bible. Copyright 2002 © Zondervan. 
All rights reserved.

Introducing Revelation – John Stott (Revelation: The Triumph of Christ, pg. 6-7)
Readers’ reactions to the book of Revelation are remarkably varied. Some Christians are obsessed with it. They suppose that, together with the apocalyptic chapters of the book of Daniel in the Old Testament, it contains a secret history of the world – especially of contemporary events and people – and that they have the key to decipher it. Other Christians, far from becoming obsessed with Revelation, go to the opposite extreme of neglect. They know that the book contains much bizarre imagery. Readers are understandably mystified and even intimidated by these unfamiliar phenomena. So they shy away from the book, or if they begin, they quickly give up in despair. 

A third and positive reaction is exemplified by Richard Bauckham, who is a scholar on the book of Revelation. He begins his study, titled ‘The climax of Prophecy’, with these words: “The apocalypse of John is a work if immense learning, astonishingly meticulous literary artistry, remarkable creative imagination, radical political critique, and profound theology.” This expert’s evaluation should encourage us to persevere – as should the special blessing that is promised in Revelation 1:3 to both the lector who reads the book in the public assembly and to those who hear the reading and take to heart what they hear (see Revelation 22:18-19). 

How do we read Revelation? As we begin studying this exciting and challenging book, let’s consider four principles of interpretation. First, Revelation is full of symbolism. There are probably two explanations. To begin with, John is handling transcendent truths that cannot be expressed in straightforward prose, and it would not only be impossible but imprudent of him to do so. John is writing about the refusal of Christians to worship the emperor and about the overthrow of the Roman Empire, which would have been regarded by the authorities as seditious. Further, the symbols in Revelation are to be understood, not visualised. If we were to attempt to visualise them, the result would often be grotesque. 
Second, Revelation addresses the past, the present and the future. Indeed these are the three classic theories of interpretation. The “preterist” view regards almost all of the book as alluding to the past. The “historicist” view reads the book as telling the story of the church stage by stage during the whole period between the first and second comings of Christ, including our own generation. The third or “futurist” view expects most of the book to be fulfilled immediately before the parousia. 

It is unnecessary to be forced to choose between these three, for God’s Word is intended to speak to the church in every age. It seems better, therefore, to adopt a “parallelist” view, which sees every section of the book as recapitulating the whole “interadvental” period between the two comings of Christ, each concluding with a scene of judgement and salvation. 
Third, Revelation celebrates the victory of God. It depicts conflict between God and Satan, the lamb and the dragon, the church and the world, the bride and the harlot, the holy city Jerusalem and the great city Babylon, those marked on their foreheads with the name of Christ and those marked with the name of the beast. The book’s perspective is that Christ as conquered already and that His people are meant to share in his victory.

Fourth, Revelation focuses on Jesus Christ. The first three words of the book’s Greek text are apokalupsis lesou Christou, that is, an apocalypse of revelation of Jesus Christ. The book is above all else and unveiling of the greatness and glory of Christ. For this is what a beleaguered and persecuted church needed more than anything else – not a series of prophecies about the past or the future, nor even a coded panorama of church history, but a disclosure of the incomparable Christ, once crucified, now resurrected and reigning, and one day returning in power and great glory.
2 common misconceptions (R. P. Stevens, Revelation: The Triumph of God, pg 6)
Many people misunderstand the book because of two commonly held misconceptions. First, Revelation is not difficult to understand. Though it is highly symbolic, it is not a lock whose key has been lost. The major reasons we have difficulty decoding the symbolism of this book is that, unlike the first readers, we are largely illiterate when it comes to the Bible. The Old Testament provides the most important clues for decoding Revelation. Of the 404 verses in Revelation, 278 allude to the Old Testament (though not one direct citation is actually quoted). The book is a biblical implosion. Old Testament ideas, symbols, names and themes have been powerfully pulled together through the inspiration of the Spirit to form a collage, a kaleidoscope effect in the message John brings. For example, phrases like “God will wipe away every tear from their eyes (7:17) is a creative adaption of Isaiah 25:8. Proper names like Balaam, Jerusalem and Sodom and concepts like “the tree of life” are adapted from John’s Bible. Numbers like “twenty four months” are used symbolically, as they are in the Old Testament (Dan 9:27). This book above all others in the New Testament must be interpreted by Scripture.
Second, we misunderstand Revelation when we treat it as a book of predictions. It is not so much a prediction of future events as it is an exposé of spiritual realities that affect us now and will bring the events of history to a worthy end. John shows us how the world looks to someone in the Spirit. John wrote Revelation between A.D. 90 and 95 from his place of exile on Patmos Island. Tradition tell us that prior to his exile John left Israel to live in Ephesus, capital of the Roman province of Asia. The seven churches to whom this book is addressed were visited by a courier travelling on the circular road through modern Turkey. His letter described John’s vision of Christ as Lord of the churches (1:12-3:22). As the lamb on the throne (5:1-14), as the liberating Word of God (19:11-16) and as the Leader in the new creation (21-22). This book is truly the Revelation of Jesus Christ (1:1). John says, “Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it” (1:3). Look forward to this blessing as you study Revelation.

Prologue 

 1The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 

Greetings and doxology 

4John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits[a] before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.  7Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. 8"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty." 

One like a Son of Man 

9I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11which said: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea." 12I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man,"[b]dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 19"Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels[c] of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

Footnotes: 

a. Revelation 1:5 Or the sevenfold Spirit 

b. Revelation 1:13 Daniel 7:13 

c. Revelation 1:20 Or messengers

1. What is the most breathtaking and awe-inspiring sight that you have ever seen? What are your initial impressions / reactions to John’s vision, to this revelation of Jesus Christ?

Why was this ‘revelation’ given to “the servants of Jesus” and how should we understand the kind of response demanded from the hearer in this letter? (v1-3)
2. What is the significance of the descriptions of Jesus in v5 as “the faithful witness”, “the firstborn from the dead” (see also 1 Cor 15:3-4, 20-28), “the ruler of the kings of the earth” and “he who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood”?
How do you understand the description in v6 of these Christian believers as (1) Kingdom (see Rev 5:10) and (2) Priests (see Rom 12:1, Heb 10:19-22, 1 Pet 2:5-9)?

How do you think that these truths and the promises stated or implied in v3 and v7 would have encouraged John’s readers? How do these words encourage you? 
3. Why are the circumstances of John receiving the revelation encouraging? (v9-11) What do you imagine John meant in saying that “on the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit” and “I heard behind me a voice like a trumpet”?
4. What clues do we have as to the identity of the figure in the vision in v13-16? What deeper truths do you think that the symbolism point toward or represent? (See also Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, 10:4-6)
Which images impress you most about the magnificence of Jesus? Why do you think John reacts in the way that he does in v17-18? How do you understand Jesus’ explanation of the seven lampstands (churches) and seven stars (angels)? (v19-20)
5. How should the truth that Jesus is “the First and the Last” and “the Living One” affect the way we live? How does John’s vision challenge our ideas about the person of Jesus and how can John’s vision enhance our worship of Him?
Digging deeper
Look at other Old Testament roots / sources of this vision v1 (see Daniel 2:28), v4 (see Zechariah 4, Exodus 3:14), v5 (see Psalm 89:27), v6 (see Exodus 19:6). 
Ideas for prayer groups

Talk about how this vision encourages you to stand firm and ask God to stretch and enlarge your vision of Jesus. 
Weekly memory verse: Revelation 1:7-8
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To the church in Ephesus 

 1"To the angel[a] of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands: 2I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 4Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. 5Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. 6But you have this in your favour: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 

To the Church in Smyrna 

 8"To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. 9I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death. 

To the Church in Pergamum 

 12"To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 13I know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where Satan lives. 14Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. 15Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 17He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it. 

To the Church in Thyatira 

 18"To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 19I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first. 20Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 21I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 22So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 23I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. 24Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan's so-called deep secrets (I will not impose any other burden on you): 25Only hold on to what you have until I come. 26To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations— 27'He will rule them with an iron sceptre; he will dash them to pieces like pottery'[b]— just as I have received authority from my Father. 28I will also give him the morning star. 29He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

Footnotes: 

a. Revelation 2:1 Or messenger; also in verses 8, 12 and 18 

b. Revelation 2:27 Psalm 2:9 


1. What are the similarities and differences between the various letters here in chapter 2? What does Jesus praise / commend and what does He rebuke in each church? 

Each letter begins with a description of Jesus and ends with a promise; what is the significance of these things to the various situations happening in each of the churches?
2. Ephesus (LOVE) – What do you think it means to ‘forsake your first love’ (v4) and why was it so serious that Jesus threatens to remove their lampstand? How do we get a healthy balance between truth (the praise) and love (the rebuke)? (See also 1 Cor 13) How can we ensure that everything we do is characterised by fervent love for the Lord?
3. Smyrna (SUFFERING) – What were the circumstances of the churches suffering in Smyrna? In what sense were they in poverty and affliction yet already rich? How would this letter have encouraged them? What should our attitude be towards suffering?

4. Pergamum (TRUTH) – How does Satan attack this church and how is that different from Smyrna? Why does Jesus call Pergamum the place where Satan has his throne? How are we (and our churches) tempted to compromise today and what can we learn about how we should respond to such challenges? 

5. Thyatira (HOLINESS) – How was this so-called prophetess like her namesake (see 1 Kings 16:31, 2 Kings 9:22, 30-37)? Why was the churches toleration of this woman such a big deal? What kind of things do we tolerate today, which Jesus would denounce?
6. If Jesus was speaking to your church or the community of believers here in NAVS, what aspects do you think He would commend or challenge? How are those communities doing in the areas of love, truth, suffering and holiness?

Digging deeper
In each of the letters, Jesus closes with the same summons for those with ears to hear. What is the point of this call and whom do you think He is addressing? (see also parables of Jesus such as Matthew 13:9-17) 
Ideas for prayer groups
Share and pray about what God has been challenging you about not compromising in the areas of love, truth, suffering and holiness and pray for one another to stand firm.
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Weekly memory verse: Revelation 2:4-5

Ephesus - The Ephesian church was founded around AD55 by the Apostle Paul during his third missionary journey. From its origins, the church was known for its sound doctrine, evangelistic zeal and passionate devotion to the Lord. Many converts came from pagan backgrounds and publicly burned their occult books and artefacts. Ephesus was a metropolitan seaport of around 250,000 people, situated on the Cayster River and on the main trading route from Rome to the Orient. Capital of the Roman province and a deeply pagan city, it was home to one of the 7 wonders of the world – the temple of Artemis. So great was the early impact of the gospel that it affected trade and provoked a riot.  Nevertheless, the gospel spread throughout the province, bringing to birth churches in at least 6 other cities. By the 6th century AD, Ephesus was deserted, the harbour began to fill with silt even in John’s day and today the ruins of ancient Ephesus are miles inland.
Smyrna – Smyrna was a prosperous maritime city that lay 35 miles to the north of Ephesus. It was famed for its municipal magnificence. A long time ally of Rome, the city was a centre of emperor worship and possessed a prized temple dedicated to the Emperor Tiberius. The church in Smyrna was undergoing persecution. In a city where acknowledging that ‘Caesar is Lord’ was a civic duty, a refusal to do so and to say instead that ‘Jesus is Lord’ was tantamount to rebellion.
Pergamum – North of Smyrna and 15 miles inland lay the dark city of Pergamum. Overshadowed by an acropolis on a 330-metre high hill, and with a great alter dedicated to Zeus, Pergamum was a centre where paganism and politics went hand in hand. The church had been through tough times, one of their members Antipas had been executed for testifying about Jesus. King Balak of Moab hired the pagan prophet Balaam to curse Israel. The Lord hindered him from doing this, so Balaam suggested another route to Israel’s downfall. He advised the Midianite women to seduce the Israelite men into idolatry and sexual immorality (Numbers 25:1-2, 31:16). In Pergamum, the instruments of Balaam’s deceit were the Nicolatians whose false teaching encouraged believers to compromise their behaviour.
White stone (2:17) – Stones were given in ancient times for many reasons, the possibilities are; (1) At the end of a trial, the jurors would give the accused a white stone if innocent and a black stone if guilty, (2) A stone could be the admission ticket to a festival of assembly and (3) The stone bears the name of Christ or God, a symbol of the power placed in the hands of one who overcomes temptation even to the point of death. 
Thyatira – A commercial and industrial city which lay south east of Pergamum. The business-woman, Lydia, a founding convert of the Philippian church had originated from here (Acts 16:14).A prophetess, codenamed Jezebel, had gained significant influence in the church and her teaching was beguiling God’s people into idolatry and immorality. She held a position of influence in the church (possibly as a leaders wife) and her teaching had seduced a large number of people.
Based on Revelation – Life change Series (Navpress) and Revelation 1-3 Christ’s call to the church, John Houghton (Cover to cover Bible study).

To the Church in Sardis 

 1"To the angel[a] of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits[b]of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God. 3Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you. 4Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels. 6He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

To the Church in Philadelphia 

 7"To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 8I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 9I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars—I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. 10Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 11I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 12Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name. 13He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

To the Church in Laodicea 

 14"To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 15I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 19Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. 20Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 21To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." 

Footnotes: 

a. Revelation 3:1 Or messenger; also in verses 7 and 14 

b. Revelation 3:1 Or the sevenfold Spirit 


1. What are the similarities and differences between the various letters here in chapter 3? What does Jesus commend and what does he rebuke in each church? 

Each letter begins with a description of Jesus and ends with a promise; what is the significance of these things to the various situations happening in each of the churches?
2. Sardis (REALITY) – What does Jesus imply about how He views the church in Sardis through what He says about it and His promise at the end? 

How do you think that the church in Sardis reached this place where reputation and reality were worlds apart? In what ways to do we fall into the trap of hypocrisy today and how can we guard against it? (see also Matthew 7;21-23)
3. Philadelphia (OPPORTUNITY) – Why do you think that Jesus encourages this weak church by giving them an ‘open door that no one can shut’ (v8)? What do you think that open door represented and what might have held them back? What is that door for us? (see also Colossians 4:3, 1 Corinthians 16:8-9)
What practical steps can we take to spur one another on to ‘keep His word and not deny His name’ (v8) and ‘hold on to what we have so that no-one will take our crown’ (v11)?
4. Laodicea (WHOLEHEARTEDNESS) - What does Jesus mean when He calls them lukewarm and why is this so serious to Jesus (see strong language in v16)? How had the church at Laodicea become so blind to its own spiritual condition? What do the garments, robes and eye salve represent? 
In the context here, how should we understand Jesus’ invitation to dine with Him in v20? What does it look like to be wholehearted in our service of God? 
5. If Jesus was speaking to your church or the community of believers here in NAVS, what do you think He would commend or challenge? How are those communities doing in the areas of reality, opportunity and wholeheartedness?

Digging deeper
Looking back over these letters what is Jesus saying about the key to being someone who ‘overcomes’ (v5,12,21) and what exactly does Jesus mean by the various rewards for those who do overcome?

Ideas for prayer groups

Pray for one another that we would live authentic, wholehearted and outward looking Christian lives amongst both the lost and the communities of believers to which we belong. Share with one another about our struggles in these areas.
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Weekly memory verse: Revelation 3:20

Sardis – Was a rich and glorious city in the 5th and 6th centuries BC. After an earthquake in 17AD it was rebuilt by Rome but the reversal was however only temporary. The contrast between past splendour and present decay was notable, although the city was still wealthy. Further, although Sardis was built on a mountain, it had twice been taken because of unvigilant guards. Sardis was also the commercial centre for woollens and was known for its dyeing works. The patron of Sardis was Cybele, an Asian mother-goddess who was said to have the power to restore life to the dead. 
Philadelphia – Was a prosperous little commercial centre. Its main drawback was that it was subject to earthquakes. In fact, after the quake of 17AD, many of its inhabitants were too nervous to return to the city and settled in the surrounding countryside. For the little church in Philadelphia, the source of instability was the local synagogue, where the Jews may have taunted the Gentile Christians, saying they had no right of access of belonging to the Kingdom of God. In addition, commercial discrimination and even outright mob violence were possibilities.

Laodicea – Was a commercial and administrative centre, the richest city in its district. In fact, when it was destroyed by an earthquake in 60AD, Laodicea refused imperial aid that its neighbours gladly accepted. Laodicea “was known throughout the Roman world of its time for 3 things; its banks, which even Cicero recommended for exchanging money; its linen and wool industry, which produced cloth and carpets, especially from the glossy black wool of sheep reared in the area; its medical school and widely famed medicines, notable among which was an eye-ointment (See 3:17-18). Laodicea’s sister cities were Heirapolis and Colosse. As Laodicea was built to suit the trade routes rather than natural resources, the city had no local water supply. Water had to be piped through stone conduits. This made the city extremely vulnerable to attack, so its politicians specialised in appeasement. Laodicea means “rule of the people or “judgment of the people.”
Lukewarm (3:16) – Six miles in one direction, Heirapolis had hot mineral springs useful for medicinal baths. Six miles in another direction, the springs of Denizli were icy cold to refresh thirst. But by the time the water of Hierapolis had flowed across the plateau to the cliffs across from Laodicea, it had lost heat, was useless for healing, and was merely poisonous to drink. Likewise, by the time the spring water had travelled six miles, it was lukewarm and far less refreshing. When the mineral water from Hierapolis lost its heat, it spewed lime down the cliff opposite Laodicea – a perpetual reminder of lukewarm, poisonous water spit out of the mouth.
Based on Revelation – Life change Series (Navpress) and Revelation 1-3 Christ’s call to the church, John Houghton (Cover to cover Bible study).


The Throne in Heaven 

 1After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this." 2At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 3And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. 4Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. 5From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. 6Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. In the centre, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." 9Whenever the living creatures give glory, honour and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 11"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being." 
The Scroll and the Lamb 

 1Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 2And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, "Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?" 3But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals." 6Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the centre of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." 11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and praise!" 13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honour and glory and power, for ever and ever!" 14The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped.

1. What is the big picture of what happens in these chapters and what are your initial impressions of this picture of heaven and the glory of God? Is there anything here that you find surprising or that you did not expect?
2. Him who sits on the throne (4:1-11) - How do the four creatures and the twenty-four elders respond to God’s glory (v6-11)? What aspects of worship are emphasised? How does this compare to what we would commonly call worship today?
For what reasons do you think that God the Father is worthy of our worship (v8-11)? How do you respond to a picture like this; excitement, eagerness, lethargy? What does it mean for us to worship the Father today? What crowns do we need to lay at His throne?
3. The Lamb (5:1-14) – What do you think that the scroll represents (v1)? Why do you think that no one was found who could open the scroll and why does this cause John grief (v1-5)? Why was the Lamb worthy to open the scroll (v5,9)? 
4. How do you respond to the picture of the slain Lamb (a symbol of weakness) standing at the centre of God’s throne (v6)? What do the sufferings / wounds of the Lamb communicate about His love for us? 
How is the experience of worship deepened through fellowship with believers from ‘every tribe and language, and people and nation’ as the heavenly choir gets larger and larger as the scene unfolds (v9-14)? 
5. How do you respond to this quote: “Worship is not an action but a reaction, a response evoked by a vision of God’s glory” (R P Stevens)? What holds you back from authentic worship? What might help you to worship Him more genuinely and fervently?
In what sense is worship a lifestyle rather than an activity? How should this vision impact the way we live on a day by day basis?

Digging deeper
In what sense has the Lion of Judah triumphed (5:5) and purchased men with His blood (5:9)? See also John 19:16-37, Hebrews 9:11-14, 22, 10:1-18, 1 John 2:1-2
Ideas for prayer groups

Share your experiences of worshipping God both corporately and through your lifestyle (Romans 12:1). Meditate together on the sacrifice of the Lamb and pray the prayers of 5:9-10 and 12-13 together as you worship the Lamb.
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Weekly memory verse: Revelation 5:9-10

Jasper, Carnelian and Rainbow (4:3) – Since God dwells in ‘unapproachable light’ and is one ‘whom no one has seen or can see’ (! Tim 6:16), He is described in terms of the reflected brilliance of precious stones. In Gen 9:12-17, God gives the rainbow as a sign of His faithfulness to His creation. It is a rainbow which fully encircles the throne (as opposed to the half circle we see on earth) suggesting utter faithfulness.

24 elders (4:4) – 24 divisions of priests and 24 of Levites led Israel’s worship (1 Chron 24-25). The elders who lead worship in Heaven may be a special angelic order of 24 redeemed men who represent the whole of redeemed humanity before the throne. The number 24 is sometimes taken to be the sum of the 12 patriarchs (old Israel) and the 12 apostles (new Israel). White garments imply holiness and crowns of gold imply royalty.
Lightning…thunder (4:5) – In the OT, God is revealed in a storm usually for judgement or salvation (1 Sam 2:10, Job 37:13, Psalm 18:7-19). The appearance at Sinai (Ex 19:7-25) sets the pattern for this awesome experience. In Revelation each series of judgements concludes with lightning, thunder and earthquake as God is about to be revealed in glory (8:1-5, 11:19, 16:17-21). Here it seems that the power of holiness for wrath and redemption is inherent in the God of creation.

Sea of glass (4:6) – This probably represents God’s holiness, which sets Him utterly apart even from those who dwell in Heaven. It would also have the effect of reflecting the brilliant, gemlike light (4:3) around the Father and magnifying the awesome blaze.
4 Living creatures (4:6) – Among many interpretations are the following: (1) A Jewish tradition states that the eagle is the mightiest bird, the ox is the mightiest domesticated animal, the lion is the mightiest wild animal, the man is the mightiest of all, and God has taken all these and secured them to His throne. In this view, the 4 creatures represent the entire animate creation. (2) The creatures are an exalted order of angelic beings who as the immediate guardians of the throne lead the heavenly hosts in adoration of God. The fact that they were covered with eyes probably signifies unceasing vigilance. 

Holy, holy, holy (4:8,10, 5:14) – In Hebrew tradition, triple repetition was used for extreme emphasis and the Greek for worship originally meant to prostrate oneself before deity, to kiss his feet or the hem of his garment (stressing falling down before God).
Scroll with writing on both sides (5:1) – Papyrus scrolls were much more common for books and the pages ran horizontally on the front side of the scroll, which made writing easier than on the reverse side where the fibres ran vertically. Thus, the writing on both sides, may mean that the scroll is filled to overflowing and sealed utterly to ensure its secrecy until the proper time. It was also customary to write the terms of a contract on a sheet, fold it and seal it with 7 seals to prevent tampering, and record the contents on the outside for reference.
7 Horns and 7 eyes (5:6) – In the OT, the horn is a symbol for power, strength, or authority (Deut 33:17). 7 Horns and eyes would symbolise full strength and knowledge.

The New Jerusalem
 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 5He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulphur. This is the second death." 
9One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." 10And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 11It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 13There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 14The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls. 16The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia[a]in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 17He measured its wall and it was 144 cubits[b] thick,[c] by man's measurement, which the angel was using. 18The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 19The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.[d] 21The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass. 22I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendour into it. 25On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26The glory and honour of the nations will be brought into it. 27Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 
Jesus Is Coming
6The angel said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place." 7"Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book." 8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!" 10Then he told me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 11Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy." 12"Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 14"Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 15Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16"I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you[e] this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star." 17The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 18I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 19And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 20He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen.

Footnotes: 

a. Revelation 21:16 That is, about 1,400 miles (about 2,200 kilometers) 

b. Revelation 21:17 That is, about 200 feet (about 65 meters) 

c. Revelation 21:17 Or high 

d. Revelation 21:20 The precise identification of some of these precious stones is uncertain. 

e. Revelation 22:16 The Greek is plural. 

Weekly memory verse: Revelation 21:2-3

1. Rev 21:1-8 – What images / thoughts first come to mind when you think of heaven? When you think about our world what would you most like to see ‘made new’ and why?
In what ways will the new heavens and the new earth be different from ‘the old order of things’ (v3-4)? Is there anything here that surprises you? (e.g. no longer any sea v1, the city described as a bride in v2) What do we take literally and what is more symbolic? 
2. How does this section fulfil promises made throughout scripture? (See Leviticus 26:11-12, Ezekiel 37:27, Isaiah 25:8, 1 Cor 15:54, Isaiah 55:1-3, John 4-7-14, 7:37-39)
3. Rev 21:9-22:5 – In 21:1 John was shown the New Jerusalem beautifully dressed like a bride and in 21:9-10 he is invited to see the bride (v10-11) and is shown the holy city. What are the key characteristics of this city; it’s beauty, glory and security?
What is the significance about John not seeing ‘a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple’ (21:22-24,22:5)? What will our role be in the new city (22:4)? How can anyone’s place in the city be assured (21:25-27)?

4. In this passage, John is constantly mixing his metaphors. How do the metaphors of the city (22:1-27), the garden (22:1-5) and the wedding (21:2,9) illustrate our close fellowship with God both now and in the new heavens and the new earth?
In what ways are you anticipating / preparing for your new home? Into what situations (for you or for others) might this vision give hope and purpose?
5. Rev 22:6-21 – Why is Jesus coming back? By what names does Jesus identity Himself and what do they reveal about Him? What rewards will come to those who obey
What do you think it means to ‘keeps the words of the prophecy in this book’? Why does Jesus offer such a stern warning in 22:18-19?
6. How do you understand Jesus’ claim that He is coming soon (22:7,12,20)? What would be different about our lives if we were eagerly praying ‘Come Lord Jesus’ (22:20)?
Digging deeper
Compare 21:1-22:5 with Genesis 2:4-3:24 and consider any similarities, differences or echoes between the two accounts. Why do you think that a city rather than a garden is used to describe our eternal home?
Ideas for prayer groups

Share with each other about what has encouraged you from this vision of the new heavens and the new earth and pray for one another that our lives would reflect an eager expectation of Jesus’ return and our eternal future with Him.
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Chapters 4 and 20 raise big debates. The controversies are over two concepts: the millennium and the rapture. 

The Millennium
The Millennium is the thousand years described in 20:1-6. The name comes from Latin (mille=“thousand” and annus=“year”). There are 3 main views regarding the millennium: 
(1) Pre-millennialism – Christians experience both the Kingdom of God and tribulation today in a partial sense. However, at some point in the future the persecution and temptation will intensify into a Great Tribulation in which the beasts will arise, the two witnesses will testify, and the judgements of seals, trumpets, and bowls will occur. At the end of the Great Tribulation, Christ will return and defeat the enemy army at Armageddon. The faithful martyrs of the Tribulation (and/or the believers still alive and/or all Christians) will be raised in the first resurrection. They will reign with Christ in a literal, visible reign of peace and righteousness on the earth in space-time history. That is the millennium. Afterward , the rest of the dead will be raised and judged. Finally, the old order will be replaced by a new heaven and earth, and the temporal Kingdom will be merged into the eternal Kingdom. This view is called pre-millennial because the Antichrist and the Tribulation come before (pre) Christ’s return and that occurs before the millennium. Pre-millennialists tend to take Revelation more literally, and its sequence more chronologically, than either post-millennialists or a-millennialists. However, pre-millennialists cover a spectrum when interpreting the symbolism / plain meaning of particular verses and even whole chapters. 
(2) Post-millennialism – Our present experience of the Kingdom will grow and spread through evangelism and moral reform until eventually the whole world will be Christianised. Thus will come a long period of peace and prosperity, the millennium. Christ will return after (post) the millennium and usher in the resurrection, the last judgement, and the eternal Kingdom. 
(3) A-millennialism – A means “not”, that is, there will not be a section of history called the millennium in the sense that pre and post millennialists believe. There are two slightly different approaches to a-millennialism: 
(a) The events of 20:1-6 do not follow 19:11-21 (Christ’s return) chronologically. They are a flashback. The binding of Satan, the first resurrection, and the millennium are all metaphors for the present situation in this world, covering the period between the first and the second comings of Christ. There is still to come the last revolt of evil, which is held to be the setting for the great tribulation and the appearing of the man of lawlessness. It will be ended by Satan’s overthrow and the judgement, which are described not only in 20:9-15, but also in 19:11-21. The first resurrection is the believer’s new birth, his rising to life after being dead in sin. 
(b) The millennium describes the present reign of the souls of deceased believers with Christ in heaven. The present form of God’s kingdom will be followed by Christ’s return, the general resurrection, the final judgement and Christ’s continuing reign over the perfect kingdom on the new earth in the eternal state. 
The Rapture
This is the event in which believers on earth “will be caught up together with them [members of the church who have died] in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thessalonians 4:17). Nearly all evangelical Christians believe that a literal rapture will occur before Christ’s Second Coming. However, they disagree about how long before. 
Pre-tribulation pre-millennialists believe Christians will be raptured just before the beginning of the Great Tribulation.  Their departure will cause many non Christians (including 144,000 Jews) to put faith in Christ and become the martyrs of the Tribulation. 
Mid-tribulation pre-millennialists believe Christians will be raptured in the middle of the seven-year tribulation. 

Post-tribulation pre-millennialists think Christians will be raptured at the end of the tribulation, just as Christ is returning to begin His thousand year reign on earth.

A-millennialists believe Christians will be raptured just as Christ is returning to inaugurate His reign in the new heavens and the new earth. 

Many Pre-tribulation pre-millennialists are called dispensationalists because they believe God deals with believers differently in different dispensations. For instance, He dealt with Israel (believers after Abraham and before Christ) one way. He deals with the church (believers alive between Christ’s resurrection and the rapture) another way. He will have another dispensation for believers during the Great Tribulation. 
Quoted in full from Revelation – Life change Series, pg 59-60, 72, Navpress.

Chapter 1 (From “When Christ comes”)
You are in your car driving home. Thoughts wander to the game you want to see or the meal you want to eat, when suddenly a sound unlike any you’ve ever heard fills the air. The sound is high above you. A trumpet? A choir? A choir of trumpets? You don’t know, but you want to know. So you pull over, get out of your car, and look up. As you do, you see you aren’t the only curious one. The roadside has become a car park. Car doors are open, and people are staring at the sky. Shoppers are racing out of the stores. The football game across the street has come to a halt. Players and parents are searching the clouds. And what they see, and what you see, has never before been seen. As if the sky were a curtain, the drapes of the atmosphere part. A brilliant light spills onto the earth. There are no shadows. From whence came the light begins to tumble a river of colour – spiking crystals of every hue ever seen and a million more never seen. Riding on the flow is an endless fleet of angel. They pass through the curtain one myriad at a time, until they occupy every square inch of the sky. North. South. East. West. Thousands of silvery wings rise and fall in unison, and over the sound of the trumpets, you hear the cherubim and seraphim chanting, “Holy, holy, holy.” The final flank of angels is followed by 24 silver-bearded elders and a multitude of souls who join the angels in worship. Presently the movement stops and the trumpets are silent, leaving only the triumphant triplet: “Holy, holy, holy.” Between each word is a pause. With each word, a profound reverence. You hear your voice join in the chorus. You don’t know why you say the words, but you know you must. Suddenly the heavens are quiet. All is quiet. The angels turn, you turn, the entire world turns – and there He is. Jesus. Through waves of light you see the silhouetted figure of Christ the King. He is atop a great stallion, and the stallion is atop a billowing cloud. He opens His mouth and you are surrounded by His declaration: “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” The angels bow their heads. The elders remove their crowns. And before you is a figure so consuming the you know, instantly you know: Nothing else matters. Forget stock markets and school reports. Sales meetings and football. Nothing is newsworthy. All that mattered, matters no more, for Christ has come.

Chapter 2:1-7 (From It’s Not About Me”)
What Copernicus did for the earth, God does for our souls. Tapping the collective shoulder of humanity, he points to the Son – his Son – and says “Behold the centre of it all”. Ephesians 1:20-22 in the Message says “God raised him (Christ) from death and set him on a throne in deep heaven, in charge of running the universe, everything from galaxies to governments, no name and no power exempt from his rule. And not just for the time being but forever. He is in charge of it all, has the final word on everything. At the centre of all this Christ rules the church.” When God looks at the centre of the universe, He doesn’t look at you. When heaven’s stagehands direct the spotlight towards the star of the show, I need no sunglasses. No light falls on me. Lesser orbs, that’s us. Appreciated, valued, loved dearly. But central? Essential? Pivotal? Nope. Sorry. Contrary to the Ptolemy with us, the world does not revolve around us. Our comfort is not God’s priority. If it is, something’s gone awry. If we are the marquee event, how do we explain flat-earth challenges like death, disease, slumping economies, or rumbling earthquakes? If God exists to please us, then shouldn’t we always be pleased? Could a Copernican shift be in order? Perhaps our place is not at the centre of the universe. God does not exist to make a big deal out of us. We exist to make a big deal out of Him. It’s not about you. It’s not about me. It’s all about Him. The moon models our role. What does the moon do? She generates no light. Contrary to the lyrics of the song, this harvest moon cannot shine on. Apart from the sun, the moon is nothing more than a pitch-black, pockmarked rock. But properly positioned, the moon beams. Let her do what she was made to do, and a clod of dirt becomes a source of inspiration, yea, verily, romance. The moon reflects a greater light. And she’s happy to do so. You never hear the moon complaining. She makes no waves about making waves. Let the cow jump over the her or astronauts step on her, she never objects. Even though sunning is accepted while mooning is the butt of bad jokes, you won’t hear ol’ Cheese-face grumble. The moon is at peace in her place. And because she is, soft light touches the earth. What would happen if we accepted our place as Son reflectors?
Chapter 2:18-29 (From “The Great House of God”)

How does God use Satan to do the work of heaven? God uses Satan to revive the faithful. We all have the devil’s disease. Even the meekest among us have a tendency to think too highly of ourselves. Apparently Paul did. His resume was impressive: a personal audience with Jesus, a participant in heavenly visions, an apostle chosen by God, an author of the Bible. He healed the sick, travelled the world, and penned some of history’s greatest documents. Few could rival his achievements. And maybe he knew it. Perhaps there was a time when Paul began to pat himself on the back. God, who loved Paul and hates pride, protected Paul from the sin. And he used Satan to do it. “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment me” (2 Cor 12:7 NIV). We aren’t told the nature of the thorn, but we are told its purpose – to keep Paul humble. We are also told its origin – a messenger from Satan. The messenger could have been a pain, a problem or a person who was in pain. We don’t know. But we do know the messenger was under God’s control. Please note v8, “Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, my power is made perfect in weakness.’ ” Satan and his forces were simply a tool in the hand of God to strengthen a servant.
Chapter 3:14-22 (From “And the Angels Were Silent”)

Consider the Laodicean church. This church was wealthy and self-sufficient. But the church had a problem – hollow, fruitless faith. “I know what you do”, God spoke to this group, “that you are not hot nor cold. I wish that you were hot or cold! But because you are lukewarm – neither hot, nor cold – I am ready to spit you out of my mouth.” The literal translation is “to vomit.” What does the body vomit something? Why does it recoil violently at the presence of certain substances? Because they are incompatible with the body. Vomiting is the body’s way of rejecting anything it cannot handle. What’s the point? God can’t stomach lukewarm faith. He is angered by a religion that puts on a show but ignores the service.
Chapter 4-5 (From “In the eye of the storm”)
When you recognise God as creator, you will admire Him. When you recognise His wisdom, you will learn from Him. When you discover His strength, you will rely on Him. But only when He saves you will you worship Him. It’s a “before and after” scenario. Before your rescue, you could easily keep God at a distance. Comfortably dismissed. Neatly shelved. Sure He was important but so was your career. Your status. Your salary. He was high on your priority list, but He shared the spot with others. Then came the storm … the rage … the fight … the ripped moorings … the starless night. Despair fell like a fog; your bearings were gone. In your heart, you knew there was no exit. Turn to your career for help? Only if you want to hide from the storm … not escape it. Lean on your status for strength? A storm isn’t impressed with your title. Rely on your salary for rescue? Many try .,, many fail. Suddenly you are left with one option: God. And when you ask … genuinely ask … He will come. And from that moment on, He is not just a deity to admire, a teacher to observe, or a master to obey. He is the savour. The Saviour to be worshipped.
 i

Chapter 21 (From “The Applause of Heaven”)

I’ll be home soon. My plane is nearing San Antonio. I can feel the nose of the jet dipping downward. I can see the flight attendants getting ready. [My wife], Denalyn, is somewhere in the car park, parking the car and hustling the girls towards the terminal. I’ll be home soon. The plane will land. I’ll walk down that ramp and hear my name and see their faces. I’ll be home soon. You’ll be home soon, too. You may not have noticed it, but you are closer to home than ever before. Each moment is a step taken. Each breath is a page turned. Each day is a mile marked, a mountain climbed. You are closed to home than you’ve ever been. Before you know it, your appointed time will come; you’ll descend the ramp and enter the City. You’ll see faces that are waiting for you. You’ll hear your name spoken by those who love you. And, maybe, just maybe – in the back, behind the crowds – the One who would rather die than live without you will remove His pierced hands from his heavenly robe and … applaud.
Chapter 22 (From “And the Angels Were Silent”)

It seems God’s favourite word is come. “Come, let us talk about these things. Though your sins are like scarlet, they can be as white as snow.” “All you who are thirsty, come and drink.” “Come to me, all you who are tired and have heavy loads, and I will give you rest.” “Come to the wedding feast.” “Come follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.” God is a God who invites, a God who calls. God is a God who opens the door and waves His hand pointing pilgrims to a full table. His invitation is not just for a meal, however; it is for life. An invitation to come into His kingdom and take up residence in a tearless, graveless, painless world. Who can come? Whoever wishes. The invitation is at once universal and personal. 
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