SOTON NAVS

[image: image2.jpg]



“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 

and all these things will be given to you as well.” 
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Below are just a few simple suggestions for how we think you can get the most from the group and materials this term:
Your Commitment 

We would encourage you to make a commitment to come along regularly on a Thursday evening. We realise that sometimes there are things that get in the way but we would encourage you to give high priority to studying the Bible with others and be at the studies as much as possible. This may involve some sacrifice, definitely some effective organisation of your time, but we really believe that doing so will help you to get the most out of the studies and prayer times.
Our Commitment

The heart of the Navigators calling is to invest in the lives of people. To that end we would like to make one to one discipleship freely available to all. Hopefully we will take the initiative to start meeting up with you but please feel free to approach any of the leadership team about meeting up with an older Christian. 
Your Feedback

When you have a large group like NAVS it is not easy to cater for everyone but we do try to do our best. We are all individuals and as such we will have different experiences of studying the Bible, spending time with each other and praying together. If there is something or someone that you are struggling with in the group we would encourage you to speak to one of the leadership team as soon as possible. 
Your Contribution

This might sound obvious but to some degree ‘what you put in’ to the group is going to determine ‘what you get out’ of the group. We would like to encourage you to contribute honestly and as much you are able to the discussion and workings of the group. We understand that different personalities and previous knowledge / experience make each of us quite different but we do all have a part to play regardless. In the past there have often been times when some of the most insightful and/or honest contributions have come from new or even pre-Christians!!

Your Group

Above all we want you to feel that NAVS is your group and we therefore want you to have a real say in what and how it happens. If there are areas you would like to be involved in from Web design to leading Bible studies please let us know.

Your Preparation 

These materials are primarily for use in preparing for the weekly group discussions but they will also be useful in keeping your thoughts together in one place. 

The materials firstly provide you with the passage so that you can identify and highlight recurring themes and note down your own thoughts and questions. Secondly, the materials include questions designed to provoke thought and help you think through what the passage meant both to the Christians at the time and what it means for us now.

We would really encourage you to make use of these materials, as doing so will help you contribute and get the most out of the group discussions. The materials are however only “tools”, they are there to help you and not to restrict you or force you to think in a certain manner.  We want to see God alone speaking to us through these passages and if the questions or notes do not help you, then don’t use them. We have included within these materials an introduction to the book, which is the opinion of an expert. Remember though that this introduction is not the inspired word of God and experts often disagree with one another and do get it wrong!

Make sure that you spend some time praying and try to spend most of your time reading and re-reading the passage. Then with the passage in mind consider the suggested questions with an open mind. The questions are written so that there is rarely “a single right answer” and we would encourage you to bring your thoughts to the studies to share with your group.

We would appreciate your feedback and suggestions on how to make these materials as helpful as they can be.
SOTON NAVS Leadership team


Author

Although the first Gospel is anonymous, the early church fathers were unanimous in holding that Matthew, one of the 12 apostles, was its author. However, the results of modern critical studies—in particular those that stress Matthew’s alleged dependence on Mark for a substantial part of his Gospel—have caused some Biblical scholars to abandon Matthean authorship. Why, they ask, would Matthew, an eyewitness to the events of our Lord’s life, depend so heavily on Mark’s account? The best answer seems to be that he agreed with it and wanted to show that the apostolic testimony to Christ was not divided.

Matthew, whose name means “gift of the Lord,” was a tax collector who left his work to follow Jesus (9:9–13). In Mark and Luke he is called by his other name, Levi.

Date and Place of Writing

Some have argued on the basis of its Jewish characteristics that Matthew’s Gospel was written in the early church period, possibly the early part of a.d. 50, when the church was largely Jewish and the gospel was preached to Jews only (Ac 11:19). However, those who have concluded that both Matthew and Luke drew extensively from Mark’s Gospel date it later—after the Gospel of Mark had been in circulation for a period of time. Accordingly, some feel that Matthew would have been written in the late 50s or in the 60s. Others, who assume that Mark was written between 65 and 70, place Matthew in the 70s or even later. However, there is insufficient evidence to be dogmatic about either view. The Jewish nature of Matthew’s Gospel may suggest that it was written in the Holy Land, though many think it may have originated in Syrian Antioch.

Recipients

Since his Gospel was written in Greek, Matthew’s readers were obviously Greek-speaking. They also seem to have been Jews. Many elements point to Jewish readership: Matthew’s concern with fulfilment of the OT (he has more quotations from and allusions to the OT than any other NT author); his tracing of Jesus’ descent from Abraham (1:1–17); his lack of explanation of Jewish customs (especially in contrast to Mark); his use of Jewish terminology (e.g., “kingdom of heaven,” where “heaven” reveals the Jewish reverential reluctance to use the name of God); his emphasis on Jesus’ role as “Son of David” (1:1; 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30–31; 21:9,15; 22:41–45). This does not mean, however, that Matthew restricts his Gospel to Jews. He records the coming of the Magi (non-Jews) to worship the infant Jesus (2:1–12), as well as Jesus’ statement that the “field is the world” (13:38). He also gives a full statement of the Great Commission (28:18–20). These passages show that, although Matthew’s Gospel is Jewish, it has a universal outlook.

Purpose

Matthew’s main purpose is to prove to his Jewish readers that Jesus is their Messiah. He does this primarily by showing how Jesus in his life and ministry fulfilled the OT Scriptures. Although all the Gospel writers quote the OT, Matthew includes nine proof texts unique to his Gospel (1:22–23; 2:15; 2:17–18; 2:23; 4:14–16; 8:17; 12:17–21; 13:35; 27:9–10) to drive home his basic theme: Jesus is the fulfilment of the OT predictions of the Messiah. Matthew even finds the history of God’s people in the OT recapitulated in some aspects of Jesus’ life (see, e.g., his quotation of Hos 11:1 in 2:15). To accomplish his purpose Matthew also emphasises Jesus’ Davidic lineage.
Structure

The way the material is arranged reveals an artistic touch. The whole Gospel is woven around five great discourses: (1) chs. 5–7; (2) ch. 10; (3) ch. 13; (4) ch. 18; (5) chs. 24–25. That this is deliberate is clear from the refrain that concludes each discourse: “When Jesus had finished saying these things,” or similar words (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). The narrative sections, in each case, appropriately lead up to the discourses. The Gospel has a fitting prologue (chs. 1–2) and a challenging epilogue (28:16–20).

The fivefold division may suggest that Matthew has modelled his book on the structure of the Pentateuch (the first five books of the OT). He may also be presenting the gospel as a new Torah and Jesus as a new and greater Moses.

Outline

1. The Birth and Early Years of Jesus (chs. 1–2) 

a. His Genealogy (1:1–17) 

b. His Birth (1:18—2:12) 

c. His Sojourn in Egypt (2:13–23) 

2. The Beginnings of Jesus’ Ministry (3:1—4:11) 

a. His Forerunner (3:1–12) 

b. His Baptism (3:13–17) 

c. His Temptation (4:1–11) 

3. Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (4:12—14:12) 

a. The Beginning of the Galilean Campaign (4:12–25) 

b. The Sermon on the Mount (chs. 5–7) 

c. A Collection of Miracles (chs. 8–9) 

d. The Commissioning of the 12 Apostles (ch. 10) 

e. Ministry throughout Galilee (chs. 11–12) 

f. The Parables of the Kingdom (ch. 13) 

g. Herod’s Reaction to Jesus’ Ministry (14:1–12) 

4. Jesus’ Withdrawals from Galilee (14:13—17:20) 

a. To the Eastern Shore of the Sea of Galilee (14:13—15:20) 

b. To Phoenicia (15:21–28) 

c. To the Decapolis (15:29—16:12) 

d. To Caesarea Philippi (16:13—17:20) 

5. Jesus’ Last Ministry in Galilee (17:22—18:35) 

a. Prediction of Jesus’ Death (17:22–23) 

b. Temple Tax (17:24–27) 

c. Discourse on Life in the Kingdom (ch. 18) 

6. Jesus’ Ministry in Judea and Perea (chs. 19–20) 

a. Teaching concerning Divorce (19:1–12) 

b. Teaching concerning Little Children (19:13–15) 

c. The Rich Young Man (19:16–30) 

d. The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard (20:1–16) 

e. Prediction of Jesus’ Death (20:17–19) 

f. A Mother’s Request (20:20–28) 

g. Restoration of Sight at Jericho (20:29–34) 

7. Passion Week (chs. 21–27) 

a. The Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem as King (21:1–11) 

b. The Cleansing of the Temple (21:12–17) 

c. The Last Controversies with the Jewish Leaders (21:18—23:39) 

d. The Olivet Discourse (chs. 24–25) 

e. The Anointing of Jesus’ Feet (26:1–13) 

f. The Arrest, Trials and Death of Jesus (26:14—27:66) 

8. The Resurrection (ch. 28) 

a. The Earthquake and the Angel’s Announcement (28:1–7) 

b. Jesus’ Encounter with the Women (28:8–10) 

c. The Guards’ Report and the Jewish Elders’ Bribe (28:11–15) 

d. The Great Commission (28:16–20) 

Quoted in full from the NIV Study Bible. Copyright 2002 © Zondervan. 
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23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. 25Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.
The Beatitudes 

1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them saying: 

3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

7Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

9Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 

10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 
12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Salt and Light 

13"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
Weekly memory Verse: Matthew 5:14-16

What do you think it means to be ‘blessed’? Who and what would our society today normally refer to as ‘blessed’ and how are they rewarded? 
Why do you think that Jesus taught what we refer to as ‘the beatitudes’ to the disciples? Try to pin down what each one means (or doesn’t mean) and express in your own words.
What do you think a community that possessed the qualities outlined in the Beatitudes would look like? 

Why do you think that Jesus compares His followers to salt, light and a city on a hill? (v13-16) What do these metaphors suggest about our role in society?
What is the purpose of us being salt and light in the world? (see Col 4:5-6) What did Jesus mean when He said that if salt loses its saltiness it is longer good for anything?
Why does Jesus say that we are the light of the world? How do Ephesians 5:8-14 and 1 Peter 2:12 help us to understand these verses?
What implications do these things have for us as we reach out to our friends? (think through what we say, our work, and how we treat one another). Have we seen people warm to God as a result of things which we say and do? If not why not?

Digging deeper
- Look for passages or characters showing the qualities in the beatitudes, e.g. Isaiah 61:1-7, Phil 2:5-11, Ps 37, Hos 6, 1 Jn 3:2-3, Ps 85, Jer 20:1-12. 
- How does Matthews’s account compare to Luke’s? (Luke 6:17-26, 14:34-35, Mark 9:50)
Ideas for prayer groups

Think through how our lives measure up to Jesus’ teaching about the ‘citizenship and witness’ of those who belong to the Kingdom of Heaven. Pray for one another as we seek to live radically different and transformed lives among those who do not yet know Jesus.

17"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. 18I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

21"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell. 23"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift. 25"Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny. 27"You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' 28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell. 
31"It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' 32But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery. 33"Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' 34But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one. 

38"You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' 39But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbour and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

What do you think Jesus means by “the Law” and “the Prophets” and why do you think Jesus stresses that He did not come to abolish them (v17-20)
Jesus acknowledges a high view of Old Testament (OT) scripture right down to the ‘smallest letter’ and ‘least stroke of a pen’. In what sense do you think that Jesus came to fulfil the “Law and the Prophets” (v17)? 

How did Jesus’ teaching in the following areas differ from the general understanding at the time? In what ways do we need to re-think and change our attitudes in these areas?
· Murder and adultery (v21-30)

· Legal relationships, i.e. oaths and marriage (v31-37, see also 19:3-9)

· Loving our enemies (v38-48, see also Exodus 21:24)

Should we take Jesus’ command to ‘gouge out an eye’ or ‘cut off a hand’ literally? What does it mean for you to take sin seriously in your daily walk with God? (v29-30)
Digging deeper

How can we reconcile Jesus’ teaching about ‘fulfilling’ without ‘abolishing’ the law with passages such as Mk 7:19, Heb 8:3, 10:1-18? Compare the following views;

1. Division of the law (division of the law into moral, civil and ceremonial)
2. ‘Fulfilment’ as ‘confirmation’ (confirmed through Jesus’ perfect life and then through the lives of believers through His Spirit)
3. Jesus is the fulfilment (the detailed but provisional prescriptions of the OT have been superseded but the OT is fulfilled in the arrival of that to which it pointed)
Ideas for prayer groups

Think through the ways in which Jesus’ teaching has challenged your attitudes in these areas. Share and hold each another accountable for any actions that you need to take.
Weekly memory Verse: Matt 5:17-18


Giving to the needy

1"Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2"So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

Prayer

 5"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 6But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.  9"This, then, is how you should pray: 

 "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11Give us today our daily bread. 12Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.[a]' 14For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

Fasting

16"When you fast, do not look sombre as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
a. Matthew 6:13 Or from evil; some late manuscripts one, / for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
Weekly memory Verse: Matthew 6:9-15

Definition of Hypocrisy - the condition of a person pretending to be something he is not, especially in the area of morals or religion; a false presentation of belief or feeling (www.thefreedictionary.com).

What do we learn about proper and improper motives from Jesus’ examples about giving, praying and fasting?
How do we reconcile Jesus’ teaching that we should “let our light shine before men so that they may see your good deeds” (5:16) with Jesus’ teaching here to “not do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them” (v1)?
What does Jesus mean when He says in v3 “do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing”? How do you understand the link between “what is done in secret” and reward? (see the repeated phrase in v4, 6 & 18)

How does Jesus’ teaching on prayer contrast to the prayers that the pagans were praying? In what sense should or shouldn’t this prayer serve as a model / template for us today? (v5-14)

The implication of v16 is that Jesus assumes that His disciples will fast. Should we still fast today? If so, why and how should we fast (v16-18)?

What would be the modern day spiritual acts or activities in which we are tempted to be hypocritical either openly and more subtlety? 
Digging deeper
Read Luke 18:9-14; how does this account illustrate Jesus’ teaching here in Matthew. 
Ideas for prayer groups
Talk about your experience of giving, praying and fasting; sharing strengths and weaknesses. Talk also about the danger of religious hypocrisy and pray that we would be able to guard against it in our daily lives.

Treasures in heaven

19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22"The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. 23But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 24"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 

Do not worry

25"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life[a]? 28"And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labour or spin. 29Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these. 30If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

a. Matthew 6:27 Or single cubit to his height 

Weekly memory Verse: Matthew 6:33-34

How do you understand Jesus’ teaching about the treasure we are storing up for ourselves? Why should we store up heavenly treasures rather than earthly ones and what does this look like in practice? (v19-21)
What is your reaction to Jesus’ claim that we cannot serve two masters, God and money? In what ways have you seen this demonstrated in your own life or in others? (v24)
What impact will the priorities and choices we make regarding ‘treasures’ and ‘masters’ (v19-24) have on our ability to live free from worry (v25)?

How would you define “worry”? What is the difference between being ‘concerned’ and being ‘worried’? In what sense does worry demonstrate a lack of faith? (v30)

How do you respond to Jesus’ command ‘do not worry’ which He repeats in v25, 31 & 34? What do you think causes people and more specifically you to worry?
How do the following reasons that Jesus gives help you not to worry?

· Other things are more important than our worries (v25)

· God looks after the birds and the flowers (v26, 28)

· Worrying doesn’t achieve anything (v27)
· If you worry you’re behaving as if you do not know God (v30)
· Remember who God is and what He knows (v26, 32)
· Recognise that Jesus commands us not to worry (v25,31,34)
· Remember Jesus’ promise (v33) 
Digging deeper
Explore what else the Bible has to say about worry and trusting God; see for example Proverbs 3:5-6, Romans 8:28-39, Mark 6:45-56,  John 14:1-4
Ideas for prayer groups
Talk about some of your own struggles with worry, storing up treasures on earth and trying to serve more than one master. Pray for one another that you would increasingly learn to trust God rather than spend time worrying. 
 ,.
1"Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 3"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye. 6"Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces. 

7"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 9"Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 12So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.

13"Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 

15"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 21"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

24"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash." 
28When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.
Weekly Memory Verse: Matthew 7:24

In what ways do we judge one another? What reasons does Jesus give as to why we should not judge one another? (v1-6) What is the difference between judging and discernment / thinking critically?
What kinds of people do you think Jesus is referring to as ‘dogs’ and ‘pigs’? (v6) Why do you think Jesus makes this statement (which some have taken to make a case against evangelism) in the context of judging others?

What holds us back from asking, seeking or knocking? (v7-8) How do Jesus’ words here encourage us to be bold and persistent in prayer? (v7-12)
What are the main differences between the narrow and the broad gates? How is this metaphor reflected in the society around us? Why do you think that so many people enter through the broad gate? (v13-14)

What can we learn about who will enter the Kingdom of Heaven? In what sense does the ‘quality of fruit’ reveal the ‘quality of the tree’? What does Jesus mean by saying that every tree that does not bear fruit will be thrown in the fire? (v15-23)

What are the differences and similarities between the wise and foolish builders and their houses? What does it look like for us to build a solid foundation on the rock rather than a foundation of sand? (v24-27) 
Digging deeper
Matthew records that the crowds were amazed by Jesus’ teachings (v28-29). What do you think impressed the crowds? What else is required of those would enter the Kingdom? (See Matt 5:3-10, 5:19-20, 18:3, 19:14, 23, 21:31 and 25:34)
Ideas for prayer groups
Talk about your experiences of relationships with others, what has been encouraging and what has been less helpful. Pray that you will be able to contribute positively in all of your relationships and that you would build firm foundations on the rock.

1When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. 2A man with leprosy[l] came and knelt before him and said, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean." 3Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Immediately he was cured[a] of his leprosy. 4Then Jesus said to him, "See that you don't tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." 

5When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6"Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." 7Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." 8The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 10When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 13Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour. 

14When Jesus came into Peter's house, he saw Peter's mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. 15He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him. 16When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. 17This was to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: "He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases."[b] 

a. Matthew 8:3 Greek made clean 

b. Matthew 8:17 Isaiah 53:4 

Isaiah 53:4-6 

“Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
Weekly Memory Verse: Isaiah 53:4-6

What was so extraordinary about Jesus’ encounter with the leper? What can we learn from the way that the leper approaches Jesus and asks Him to make him clean? What was required of the leper in order for him to be healed? (v1-4)

Why do you think that Jesus tells the leper not to tell anyone but instead to go and show himself to the High Priest (v4)?
What makes the centurion such a challenging model of faith that Jesus is able to say that He hasn’t found ‘anyone in Israel with such great faith’? How is faith linked to Jesus’ comments in v11-12 about who will enter His Kingdom? (v5-13)
What does Jesus mean when He said that the ‘subjects of the Kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth’? (v12)
After the previous accounts, why do you think that Matthew also includes this account of how Jesus heals Peter’s mother in-law? In what sense are the words of Isaiah 53 (quoted in v17) fulfilled in what Jesus does here? (v14-16)
Compare and contrast the different people Jesus meets in this passage; the different ways that they encounter Jesus’ authority and any impact He has on their lives?
Digging deeper

What is the importance of miracles in the Bible? When do they happen and for what purposes? In what sense should we or shouldn’t we expect miracles to happen today? How would you respond to those who would argue from passages like these that healing is our right and that a failure to be healed is down to our lack of faith?
Ideas for prayer groups

Talk about how these passages challenge your faith and how you respond to the authority of Jesus. Pray that God would help you to trust in Him who has authority over all sickness, death and suffering.
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The Cost of following Jesus

18When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake. 19Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go." 20Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head." 21Another disciple said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 22But Jesus told him, "Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead." 

Jesus Calms the storm

23Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!" 26He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. 27The men were amazed and asked, "What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!" 

The Healing of Two Demon-possessed Men

28When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes,[a] two demon-possessed men coming from the tombs met him. They were so violent that no one could pass that way. 29"What do you want with us, Son of God?" they shouted. "Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?" 30Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was feeding. 31The demons begged Jesus, "If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs." 32He said to them, "Go!" So they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and died in the water. 33Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town and reported all this, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34Then the whole town went out to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they pleaded with him to leave their region.

Jesus Heals a Paralytic 

1Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 2Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven." 3At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, "This fellow is blaspheming!" 4Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, "Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 5Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? 6But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...." Then he said to the paralytic, "Get up, take your mat and go home." 7And the man got up and went home. 8When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to men. 
a. Matthew 8:28 Some manuscripts Gergesenes; others Gerasenes 

Weekly Memory Verse: Matthew 8:19-20

How do you respond to what Jesus says to those who declared that they wanted to follow Him? If it was you that had met with Jesus, what do you think that Jesus would have said to you? (v18-22 see also Matt 10v37-39)
What do we learn about who Jesus is in the next three miracles recorded for us here? (see 8v27, v28, 9v2-3, 6-8) Why do you think that it is so important for us to have deep and lasting convictions about who Jesus is? 
Why does Jesus accuse His disciples of having “little faith” and being “so afraid”? What sort of faith do you think He was looking for? When have you found it difficult to trust Jesus amongst the “storms” that life throws at us? (8v23-27)

Why do you think Jesus grants the demons request to enter the herd of pigs? Why do the towns-people plead with Jesus to leave their region? What are some of the reasons why people today do not want Jesus around either? (8v28-34)
Why did Jesus tell the paralysed man that he was forgiven before he healed the man’s physical condition? (9v2-8) How can we reflect Jesus’ concern for the man’s spiritual needs in the way that we carry out God’s work in the world?
Digging deeper

What were the priorities of the following people that Jesus encounters in this passage?
- the wannabe disciples who wanted to follow Jesus, 
- the scared disciples in the boat, 
- the towns-people after the healing of the Demon-possessed men 
- the fuming Jewish leaders upset by Jesus words
What does this passage say about what it means to truly follow Jesus?
Ideas for prayer groups

Talk about how you respond to the high cost of discipleship and the storms that you may have been facing in recent months. Pray for one another, that you would develop a deeper conviction and experience of the identity of Jesus and that God would fill you with awe and a genuine desire to praise and worship Him. 

9As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 10While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 12On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.'[a] For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 

14Then John's disciples came and asked him, "How is it that we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?" 15Jesus answered, "How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then they will fast. 16"No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch will pull away from the garment, making the tear worse. 17Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved." 

18While he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him and said, "My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live." 19Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his disciples. 20Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. 21She said to herself, "If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed." 22Jesus turned and saw her. "Take heart, daughter," he said, "your faith has healed you." And the woman was healed from that moment. 23When Jesus entered the ruler's house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd, 24he said, "Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep." But they laughed at him. 25After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 26News of this spread through all that region. 

27As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, "Have mercy on us, Son of David!" 28When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" "Yes, Lord," they replied. 29Then he touched their eyes and said, "According to your faith will it be done to you"; 30and their sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, "See that no one knows about this." 31But they went out and spread the news about him all over that region. 32While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was brought to Jesus. 33And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was amazed and said, "Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel." 34But the Pharisees said, "It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons."

a. Matthew 9:13 Hosea 6:6 
Weekly Memory Verse: Matthew 9:12-13

What would be today’s equivalent of Jesus calling a tax collector to follow Him and then having dinner at his house? How do you understand Jesus teaching about His mission in terms of the healthy, the sick, the righteous and sinners? (v9-13)

How do you understand Jesus’ teaching about His Kingdom and its impact through what He says about a ‘bridegroom’, ‘garments’ and ‘wineskins’? How do these illustrations answer John’s disciples question about why Jesus’ disciples didn’t fast? (v14-17)
Matthew’s description in v18-26 is a brief account of Jesus’ encounter with the synagogue ruler (Jairus) which is also recorded in Mark 5:21-43 and Luke 8:40-56. To what purpose do you think that Matthew includes this abbreviated account?
Why does the woman who interrupts Jesus (en-route to Jairus’ house) come to Jesus? Why does Jesus emphasise that it’s her faith that has healed her? (v21)
How do you think that Jairus would have felt during the different events of his encounter with Jesus and especially; as he humbly came to Jesus for help, when Jesus was interrupted by the woman and when his daughter was healed?
How does Jesus test the faith of the two blind men in v27-30? How do you understand the contrasting reactions of the crowd and the Pharisees to the healing of the demon-possessed men? (v31-34)
Digging deeper

How does Jesus show Himself to be trustworthy during the events of this passage? How does Jesus react in the face of opposition, to those seeking to sidetrack Him and in response to the faith of others? How have you experienced Jesus to be trustworthy?
Ideas for prayer groups

Talk about all that we learn here about Jesus and why we can trust Him. Talk also about what we learn of Jesus’ mission and pray that we can demonstrate a similar commitment to our ‘calling’ as Christians.

The Workers Are Few 

35Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." 

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve 

1He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil[a] spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 
5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' 8Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy,[b]drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 9Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts; 10take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff; for the worker is worth his keep. 11"Whatever town or village you enter, search for some worthy person there and stay at his house until you leave. 12As you enter the home, give it your greeting. 13If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. 14If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or town. 15I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.

a. Matthew 10:1 Greek unclean 

b. Matthew 10:8 The Greek word was used for various diseases affecting the 

“Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:16-20
Weekly Memory Verse: Matthew 9:36-38

Why do you think that Jesus describes the crowds as ‘harassed and helpless’ and like ‘sheep without a shepherd’? In what ways are those around us like these people and how can we show a similar compassion for them? (9v35-36)
In what sense was and is the harvest plentiful and the workers (or labourers) few? What do you think characterises a ‘worker’? How can we pray for and be involved in sending such workers? What does it mean for us to be workers? (9v35-38)
What do you think it would have been like to have been part of this mission team that Jesus commissioned? (10v1-15)

Why do you think that Jesus sends His disciples on this mission? Why was this mission specifically to the ‘lost sheep of Israel’ rather than to everyone? (as in Matt 28:16-20)
Do any of the Jesus’ instructions for this mission surprise you? Why? What principles should or shouldn’t we draw from this account and apply to our own evangelism (i.e. what was cultural and what still applies today)?
Digging deeper

Matthew records a list of Jesus’ twelve disciples – look up the following verses and note down what we learn about some of them; Peter (Mk 6:45-56, 8:27-33, Jn 18:15-18, 21:15-25), Andrew (Jn 1:37, 40-42, 12:22, 6:8-9), James and John (Jn 13:23, 18:16, 19:26, Mk 3:17, Luke 9:54-56, Acts 12:2), Philip (Jn 1:44-51, 6:5-7, 12:21-22, 14:8), Bartholomew/Nathanael (Jn 1:45-49, 21:2), Thomas (Jn 11:16, 14:5, 20:24-28, 21:2), Matthew (Luke 5:27-32). What encouragement or inspiration can we draw from the people who Jesus chose as His disciples?
Ideas for prayer groups

Think about what it means for you to be a labourer amongst the harvest field(s) that God has placed you in. Share about those whose lives you are involved with and pray for each other as you seek to work amongst those harvest fields.

16I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. 17"Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their synagogues. 18On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21"Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 22All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 23When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 24"A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebub,[a] how much more the members of his household!  
26"So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 27What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny[b]? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. 30And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 32"Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 33But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven. 
34"Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to turn " 'a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law - 36a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.'[c] 37"Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 40"He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me. 41Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward. 42And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward."
a. Matthew 10:25 Greek Beezeboul or Beelzeboul 

b. Matthew 10:29 Greek an assarion 

c. Matthew 10:36 Micah 7:6 

Weekly Memory Verse: Matthew 10:39-40

Jesus tells His disciples to expect opposition from three wolf packs; false religion (v17), the state (v18) and the family (v21). What do you think it will take for us to stand firm in-spite of such opposition?
What does Jesus mean when He says that a ‘student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master’? (v24-25) What kind of opposition do you (or others) experience for being a Christian?

How do you understand the following incentives Jesus offers His disciples to encourage them (and subsequently us) to faithful discipleship and wholehearted obedience? 

· It’s better to lose your life than suffer judgement in hell (v28)

· Nothing is ever outside God’s will (v29, Romans 8:29-39)

· Special care and love are bestowed on God’s children (v30-31)

· Loyalty to and everything done for Jesus will be rewarded (v32-33, v40-42)

What practically do you think Jesus meant when he said, ‘whoever finds his life will lose it and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it’? What does it look like to ‘take our cross’ today? (v37-39)
Digging deeper

In view of the divisiveness of the gospel (v21, 34-36), opposition (v17,18,21) and the cost of following Jesus (v37-39), how would you convince someone who is not yet a Christian that it is all worthwhile?
Ideas for prayer groups
Talk about your experience of what it means to be a wholehearted disciple of Jesus as a student at University. Pray for one another as you seek to stand firm under opposition and as you make the daily choice to carry your cross and follow Jesus.

We see people whose lives demonstrate a passion for Christ, who are rooted in the Scriptures and the promises of God. They are prayerfully dependent on Christ.

They draw others to Jesus through his growing presence in their lives. Their heart for God and his people compel them to leave the comforts of their own culture, taking the gospel into every segment of society.

There is a great sense of community about them even though they are diverse in temperament and gifting. Jesus is their first love and they talk about him and want others to meet him. They embrace the values of God's kingdom and journey under his sovereign rule, living relevant and authentic lives wherever he has put them.

Unity is vigorously maintained and gives strength to their fellowship and community. They recognize the reality of suffering and humbly cling to God through difficult times, demonstrating a growing dependency on him.

By affirming discipleship in the realm of daily life, they seek to support each other in their vulnerability and personal weakness. It's often this commitment to journey with one another that draws others to travel with them. They release the naivety that they will always get along with each other and learn to interact in ways that do not bring disunity.

Mission values are intrinsic to the life of this community. Alongside impacting their own country, they want to see the gospel bear fruit in every nation. They persevere as workers facing a seemingly impossible task. Their mission is greatly enhanced by partnering with others. Existing ministries are flourishing, providing labourers for the harvest fields of the world, both inside and outside their movement.

Within this broad vision the focus is to invest deeply in a few. With help from others, they, in turn, invest in faithful and able men and women so that generations of labourers are multiplied. This unobtrusive work is the seedbed for developing leaders who live authentic lives of love and grace.

These labourers know, apply and effectively teach God's word. The Holy Spirit guides and empowers them. Their lives are integrated in Christ and they display sacrifice, weakness, brokenness, reality and genuineness. Equipped to serve, living similar experiences differently because of Christ within them, they make a permanent difference wherever God has placed them.

Quoted from www.studentnavs.org 

	Wk No.
	Date
	Bible Study & Prayer Groups 
6:30pm at 53 Harefield Road

	Mon 28 Sep -Sun 5 Oct – Southampton University Freshers Week 

	1
	Thurs 02 Oct
	Welcome evening 

	2
	Thurs 09 Oct
	Bible Study – Matthew 5:1-16 

	3
	Thurs 16 Oct
	Bible Study – Matthew 5:17-48

	4
	Thurs 23 Oct
	Bible Study – Matthew 6:1-18

	5
	Thurs 30 Oct
	Bible Study – Matthew 6:19-34

	6
	Thurs 06 Nov
	Bible Study – Matthew 7:1-29

	Fri 7-9 Nov - NAVS Weekend Away - Totland Bay, Isle of Wight

	7
	Thurs 13 Nov
	Bible Study – Matthew 8:1-17 

	8
	Thurs 20 Nov
	Main Meeting – Reaching out together

	9
	Thurs 27 Nov
	Bible Study – Matthew Matt 8:18-9:8

	10
	Thurs 04 Dec
	NAVS Christmas Meal, 6:30pm at Swaythling Baptist Church 

	 Sun 7 Dec – CU Carol Service @ Highfield Church (various services)

	11
	Thurs 11 Dec
	Bible Study – Matthew 9:9-34 

	 Mon 15 Dec - Fri 2 Jan – Christmas Holidays / McClure Baby due

	12
	Thurs 08 Jan
	Bible Study – Matthew 9:35-10:15

	13
	Thurs 15 Jan
	Bible Study – Matthew 10:16-10:42


Other NAVS groups
“Christianity Explored” Group

7pm for food, Monday evenings at 53 Harefield Road (starting Mon 13 October)
“Stand Firm” Discipleship Group
1pm Thursday lunchtimes at the Chaplaincy (starting Thurs 30 October)
“Wisdom” Girls Group
7pm with cake & chocolate, alternate Wednesday evenings at 53 Harefield Road (starting Wed 8 October) and studies 2pm, Saturday lunchtimes (after CU football)

Prayer Breakfast

8am Wednesday mornings at 53 Harefield Road (starting Wed 8th October)
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Our Vision





First Semester Planner 2008








STUDY 2 – Matthew 5:17-48 – Kingdom of Heaven (Old Testament)





STUDY 3 – Matthew 6:1-28 – Religious hypocrisy





STUDY 4 – Matthew 6:19-34 – Kingdom Perspectives





STUDY 5 – Matthew 7:1-29 – Relationships and Commitment








STUDY 6 – Matthew 8:1-17 – The Authority of Jesus





Notes from NAVS Main Meeting –





STUDY 7 – Matthew 8:18-9:8 – Discipleship and Identity





STUDY 8 – Matthew 9:9-34 – The Mission and Trustworthiness of Jesus





STUDY 9 – Matthew 9:35-10:15 – The compassion of Jesus





STUDY 10 – Matthew 10:16-42 – The Divisiveness of Jesus





Matthew 5-10 


Study Materials





“The Kingdom of Heaven”











Questions for preparation





Questions for preparation
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LIVING IN GOD’S KINGDOM 





NAVS Weekend Away 2008…





Venue: Totland Bay Youth Hostel, Isle of Wight





Speaker: Derek & Eva Leaf, Loughborough NAVS and UK Leadership Team





When: Fri 7th Nov to Sun 9th November 2008





Cost: £40.00 (including ferry to IOW)





A chance to get away to a scenic location, relax and explore Matthew’s teaching on the Kingdom of Heaven.





Places are limited - book your place now…
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