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“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.” 

Luke 14:26-27
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We see people whose lives demonstrate a passion for Christ, who are rooted in the Scriptures and the promises of God. They are prayerfully dependent on Christ.

They draw others to Jesus through his growing presence in their lives. Their heart for God and his people compel them to leave the comforts of their own culture, taking the gospel into every segment of society.
There is a great sense of community about them even though they are diverse in temperament and gifting. Jesus is their first love and they talk about him and want others to meet him. They embrace the values of God's kingdom and journey under his sovereign rule, living relevant and authentic lives wherever he has put them.

Unity is vigorously maintained and gives strength to their fellowship and community. They recognize the reality of suffering and humbly cling to God through difficult times, demonstrating a growing dependency on him.

By affirming discipleship in the realm of daily life, they seek to support each other in their vulnerability and personal weakness. It's often this commitment to journey with one another that draws others to travel with them. They release the naivety that they will always get along with each other and learn to interact in ways that do not bring disunity.

Mission values are intrinsic to the life of this community. Alongside impacting their own country, they want to see the gospel bear fruit in every nation. They persevere as workers facing a seemingly impossible task. Their mission is greatly enhanced by partnering with others. Existing ministries are flourishing, providing labourers for the harvest fields of the world, both inside and outside their movement.

Within this broad vision the focus is to invest deeply in a few. With help from others, they, in turn, invest in faithful and able men and women so that generations of labourers are multiplied. This unobtrusive work is the seedbed for developing leaders who live authentic lives of love and grace.

These labourers know, apply and effectively teach God's word. The Holy Spirit guides and empowers them. Their lives are integrated in Christ and they display sacrifice, weakness, brokenness, reality and genuineness. Equipped to serve, living similar experiences differently because of Christ within them, they make a permanent difference wherever God has placed them.

Quoted from www.studentnavs.org 
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Below are just a few simple suggestions for how we think you can get the most from the group and materials this term:
Your Commitment 

We would encourage you to make a commitment to come along regularly on a Thursday evening. We realise that sometimes there are things that get in the way but we would encourage you to give high priority to studying the Bible with others and be at the studies as much as possible. This may involve some sacrifice, definitely some effective organisation of your time, but we really believe that doing so will help you to get the most out of the studies and prayer times.
Our Commitment

The heart of the Navigators calling is to invest in the lives of people. To that end we would like to make one to one discipleship freely available to all. Hopefully we will take the initiative to start meeting up with you but please feel free to approach any of the leadership team about meeting up with an older Christian. 
Your Feedback

When you have a large group like NAVS it is not easy to cater for everyone but we do try to do our best. We are all individuals and as such we will have different experiences of studying the Bible, spending time with each other and praying together. If there is something or someone that you are struggling with in the group we would encourage you to speak to one of the leadership team as soon as possible. 
Your Contribution

This might sound obvious but to some degree ‘what you put in’ to the group is going to determine ‘what you get out’ of the group. We would like to encourage you to contribute honestly and as much you are able to the discussion and workings of the group. We understand that different personalities and previous knowledge / experience make each of us quite different but we do all have a part to play regardless. In the past there have often been times when some of the most insightful and/or honest contributions have come from new or even not-yet Christians!!

Your Group

Above all we want you to feel that NAVS is your group and we therefore want you to have a real say in what and how it happens. If there are areas you would like to be involved in from Web design to leading Bible studies please let us know.

Your Preparation 

These materials are primarily for use in preparing for the weekly group discussions but they will also be useful in keeping your thoughts together in one place. 

The materials firstly provide you with the passage so that you can identify and highlight recurring themes and note down your own thoughts and questions. Secondly, the materials include questions designed to provoke thought and help you think through what the passage meant both to the Christians at the time and what it means for us now.

We would really encourage you to make use of these materials, as doing so will help you contribute and get the most out of the group discussions. The materials are however only “tools”, they are there to help you and not to restrict you or force you to think in a certain manner.  We want to see God alone speaking to us through these passages and if the questions or notes do not help you, then don’t use them. We have included within these materials an introduction to the book, which is the opinion of an expert. Remember though that this introduction is not the inspired word of God and experts often disagree with one another and do get it wrong!

Make sure that you spend some time praying and try to spend most of your time reading and re-reading the passage. Then with the passage in mind consider the suggested questions with an open mind. The questions are written so that there is rarely “a single right answer” and we would encourage you to bring your thoughts to the studies to share with your group.

We would appreciate your feedback and suggestions on how to make these materials as helpful as they can be.
SOTON NAVS Leadership team


Author

The author’s name does not appear in the book, but much unmistakable evidence points to Luke. This Gospel is a companion volume to the book of Acts, and the language and structure of these two books indicate that both were written by the same person. They are addressed to the same individual, Theophilus, and the second volume refers to the first (Acts 1:1). Certain sections in Acts use the pronoun “we” (Acts 16:10–17; 20:5–15; 21:1–18; 27:1—28:16), indicating that the author was with Paul when the events described in these passages took place. By process of elimination, Paul’s “dear friend Luke, the doctor” (Col 4:14) and “fellow worker” (Phm 24), becomes the most likely candidate. His authorship is supported by the uniform testimony of early Christian writings (e.g., the Muratorian Canon, a.d. 170, and the works of Irenaeus, c. 180).

Luke was probably a Gentile by birth, well educated in Greek culture, a physician by profession, a companion of Paul at various times from his second missionary journey to his final imprisonment in Rome, and a loyal friend who remained with the apostle after others had deserted him (2 Tim 4:11). Antioch (of Syria) and Philippi are among the places suggested as his hometown.
Recipient and Purpose

The Gospel is specifically directed to Theophilus (1:3), whose name means “one who loves God” and almost certainly refers to a particular person rather than to lovers of God in general. The use of “most excellent” with the name further indicates an individual, and supports the idea that he was a Roman official or at least of high position and wealth. He was possibly Luke’s patron, responsible for seeing that the writings were copied and distributed. Such a dedication to the publisher was common at that time.

Theophilus, however, was more than a publisher. The message of this Gospel was intended for his own instruction (1:4) as well as the instruction of those among whom the book would be circulated. The fact that the Gospel was initially directed to Theophilus does not narrow or limit its purpose. It was written to strengthen the faith of all believers and to answer the attacks of unbelievers. It was presented to displace some disconnected and ill-founded reports about Jesus (see 1:1–4). Luke wanted to show that the place of the Gentile Christian in God’s kingdom is based on the teaching of Jesus. He wanted to commend the preaching of the gospel to the whole world.

Date and Place of Writing

The two most commonly suggested periods for dating the Gospel of Luke are: (1) a.d. 59–63, and (2) the 70s or the 80s.

The place of writing was probably Rome, though Achaia, Ephesus and Caesarea have also been suggested. The place to which it was sent would, of course, depend on the residence of Theophilus. By its detailed designations of places in the Holy Land, the Gospel seems to be intended for readers who were unfamiliar with that land. Antioch, Achaia and Ephesus are possible destinations.
Style

Luke had outstanding command of the Greek language. His vocabulary is extensive and rich, and his style at times approaches that of classical Greek (as in the preface, 1:1–4), while at other times it is quite Semitic (1:5—2:52)—often like the Septuagint (the pre-Christian Greek translation of the OT).
Characteristics

The third Gospel presents the works and teachings of Jesus that are especially important for understanding the way of salvation. Its scope is complete from the birth of Christ to his ascension, its arrangement is orderly, and it appeals to both Jews and Gentiles. The writing is characterized by literary excellence, historical detail and warm, sensitive understanding of Jesus and those around him.

Since the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) report many of the same episodes in Jesus’ life, one would expect much similarity in their accounts. The dissimilarities reveal the distinctive emphases of the separate writers. Luke’s characteristic themes include: (1) universality, recognition of Gentiles as well as Jews in God’s plan (see, e.g., 2:30–32 and 2:31; 3:6); (2) emphasis on prayer, especially Jesus’ praying before important occasions (see 3:21); (3) joy at the announcement of the gospel or “good news” (see 1:14); (4) special concern for the role of women (see, e.g., 8:1–3); (5) special interest in the poor (some of the rich were included among Jesus’ followers, but he seemed closest to the poor; see 12:33); (6) concern for sinners (Jesus was a friend to those deep in sin); (7) stress on the family circle (Jesus’ activity included men, women and children, with the setting frequently in the home); (8) repeated use of the Messianic title “Son of Man” (used 25 times; see 19:10; Da 7:13); (9) emphasis on the Holy Spirit (see 4:1); (10) inclusion of more parables than any other Gospel; (11) emphasis on praising God (see 1:64; 24:53).

Sources

Although Luke acknowledges that many others had written of Jesus’ life (1:1), he does not indicate that he relied solely on these reports for his own writing. He used personal investigation and arrangement, based on testimony from “eyewitnesses and servants of the word” (1:2)—including the preaching and oral accounts of the apostles. His language differences from the other Synoptics and his blocks of distinctive material (e.g., 10:1—18:14; 19:1–28) indicate independent work, though he obviously used some of the same sources.

Plan

Luke’s account of Jesus’ ministry can be divided into three major parts: (1) the events that occurred in and around Galilee (4:14—9:50), (2) those that took place in Judea and Perea (9:51—19:27), and (3) those of the final week in Jerusalem (19:28—24:53). Luke’s uniqueness is especially seen in the amount of material devoted to Jesus’ closing ministry in Judea and Perea. This material is predominantly made up of accounts of Jesus’ discourses. Twenty-one of the 28 parables that occur in Luke are found in 10:30—19:27. Of the 20 miracles recorded in Luke, only 5 appear in 9:51—19:27. Already in the ninth chapter (see 9:51), Jesus is seen anticipating his final appearance in Jerusalem and his crucifixion (see 13:22). The main theme of the Gospel is the nature of Jesus’ Messiahship and mission, and a key verse is 19:10.
Outline

1. The Preface (1:1–4) 

2. The Births of John the Baptist and Jesus (1:5—2:52) 

2.1. The Annunciations (1:5–56) 

2.2. The Birth of John the Baptist (1:57–80) 

2.3. The Birth and Childhood of Jesus (ch. 2) 

3. The Preparation of Jesus for His Public Ministry (3:1—4:13) 

3.1. His Forerunner (3:1–20) 

3.2. His Baptism (3:21–22) 

3.3. His Genealogy (3:23–38) 

3.4. His Temptation (4:1–13) 
4. His Ministry in Galilee (4:14—9:9) 

4.1. The Beginning of the Ministry in Galilee (4:14–41) 

4.2. The First Tour of Galilee (4:42—5:39) 

4.3. A Sabbath Controversy (6:1–11) 

4.4. The Choice of the 12 Apostles (6:12–16) 

4.5. The Sermon on the Plain (6:17–49) 

4.6. Miracles in Capernaum and Nain (7:1–18) 

4.7. The Inquiry of John the Baptist (7:19–29) 

4.8. Jesus and the Pharisees (7:30–50) 

4.9. The Second Tour of Galilee (8:1–3) 

4.10. The Parables of the Kingdom (8:4–21) 

4.11. The Trip across the Sea of Galilee (8:22–39) 

4.12. The Third Tour of Galilee (8:40—9:9) 

5. His Withdrawal to Regions around Galilee (9:10–50) 

5.1. To the Eastern Shore of the Sea of Galilee (9:10–17) 

5.2. To Caesarea Philippi (9:18–50) 

6. His Ministry in Judea (9:51—13:21) 

6.1. Journey through Samaria to Judea (9:51–62) 

6.2. The Mission of the 72 (10:1–24) 

6.3. The Lawyer and the Parable of the Good Samaritan (10:25–37) 

6.4. Jesus at Bethany with Mary and Martha (10:38–42) 

6.5. Teachings in Judea (11:1—13:21) 

7. His Ministry in and around Perea (13:22—19:27) 

7.1. The Narrow Door (13:22–30) 

7.2. Warning concerning Herod (13:31–35) 

7.3. At a Pharisee’s House (14:1–23) 

7.4. The Cost of Discipleship (14:24–35) 

7.5. The Parables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin and the Lost Son (ch. 15) 

7.6. The Parable of the Shrewd Manager (16:1–18) 

7.7. The Rich Man and Lazarus (16:19–31) 

7.8. Miscellaneous Teachings (17:1–10) 

7.9. Ten Healed of Leprosy (17:11–19) 

7.10. The Coming of the Kingdom (17:20–37) 

7.11. The Persistent Widow (18:1–8) 

7.12. The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (18:9–14) 

7.13. Jesus and the Children (18:15–17) 

7.14. The Rich Young Ruler (18:18–30) 

7.15. Christ Foretells His Death (18:31–34) 

7.16. A Blind Beggar Given His Sight (18:35–43) 

7.17. Jesus and Zacchaeus (19:1–10) 

7.18. The Parable of the Ten Minas (19:11–27) 

8. His Last Days: Sacrifice and Triumph (19:28—24:53) 

8.1. The Triumphal Entry (19:28–44) 

8.2. The Cleansing of the Temple (19:45–48) 

8.3. The Last Controversies with the Jewish Leaders (ch. 20) 

8.4. The Olivet Discourse (ch. 21) 

8.5. The Last Supper (22:1–38) 

8.6. Jesus Praying in Gethsemane (22:39–46) 

8.7. Jesus’ Arrest (22:47–65) 

8.8. Jesus on Trial (22:66—23:25) 

8.9. The Crucifixion (23:26–56) 

8.10. The Resurrection (24:1–12) 

8.11. The Post-Resurrection Ministry (24:13–49) 

8.12. The Ascension (24:50–53) 

Quoted in full from the NIV Study Bible. Copyright 2002 © Zondervan. 

All rights reserved.


The Parable of the Sower 

1After this, Jesus travelled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means. 4While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: 5"A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown." When he said this, he called out, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 9His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10He said, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, " 'though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand.'[a] 11"This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 

A Lamp on a Stand 

16"No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. 17For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. 18Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him." 
Jesus' Mother and Brothers 

19Now Jesus' mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. 20Someone told him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you." 21He replied, "My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice." 
Jesus Calms the Storm 

22One day Jesus said to his disciples, "Let's go over to the other side of the lake." So they got into a boat and set out. 23As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger. 24The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Master, Master, we're going to drown!" He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 25"Where is your faith?" he asked his disciples. In fear and amazement they asked one another, "Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him."
Footnotes: 

a. Luke 8:10 Isaiah 6:9




    Further Reading: Luke 8:26-56

1. Why do you think that Jesus used parables to teach people and how does this parable help to answer that question? Why did Jesus tell the parable of the Sower? 
2. Why is the kind of soil so important to the growth of the seed? In what sense can our hearts be like these different types of soil both when we first heard and accepted the word of God and as we continue hearing the word of God?
3a. What was the path like and why didn’t the seed grow there? In what sense can our hearts be like the path? What kind of attitudes can give us a hard heart and prevent us from being receptive to God? How can we prevent our hearts from becoming hardened?
3b. What was the rock like and why did the seed wither there? In what sense can our hearts be like the rock? What are the ‘roots’ (commitments) which we need to have in order to build strong foundations? How will these roots help us withstand times of testing? What stops us from building these foundations? 

3c. Why did the seed choke among the thorns? In what sense can our hearts be like the thorns? What thorns are there in our own lives that distract us in our Christian lives? What spiritual gardening do we need to undertake in our lives?

4. What does it mean to have a ‘noble and good heart’ and how can we develop one? What different ways does God speak to us today? What is it going to take for us to be like the good soil that ‘yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown’?
5. Jesus earthly ministry was a mystery at the time (v9-10), but He didn’t intend His message to remain a secret (v16-17). What implications did this intention have for the disciples, who were the only ones who understood it once Jesus left the world (v16-18)?

6. Why do you think that Jesus’ true family are those who do what God’s word says (v19-21)? What do the disciples learn about Jesus and themselves in v22-25?
Digging deeper
Think back over the past 6 months; has God been speaking to you during this time, and what kind of soil do you think that your heart was like? Think of ways that you can ensure that your heart is increasingly like the good soil.
Ideas for prayer groups

Thank God for His word and ask Him to give us ‘ears to hear’ His voice and hearts willing to listen and obey Him. 
Weekly memory Verse: Luke 8:15
Ideas for prayer groups
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Jesus Sends Out the Seventy two 

1After this the Lord appointed seventy-two[a] others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 5"When you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house.' 6If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. 7Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house. 8"When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 9Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 'The kingdom of God is near you.' 10But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11'Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.' 12I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 13"Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths.[b] 16"He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me." 17The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name." 18He replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven." 21At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. 22"All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him." 23Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, "Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. 24For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it." 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 26"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" 27He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'[c]; and, 'Love your neighbour as yourself.'[d]" 28"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." 29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbour?" 30In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins [e]and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' 36"Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 37The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." 

Footnotes: 

a. Luke 10:1 Some manuscripts seventy; also v17

b. Luke 10:15 Greek Hades

c. Luke 10:27 Deut. 6:5

d. Luke 10:27 Lev. 19:18
e. Luke 10:35 Greek two denarii

Further Reading: 10:38-42

        
1. Why does the command to “ask the Lord of the harvest” (v2) precede the command to ‘go’ (v3)? What does Jesus mean when He says ‘the harvest is plentiful’ and ‘the workers are few’? Is this still the case and why? What did Jesus mean when he said “I am sending you out like lambs among wolves” (v3) and what does it look like for us today?
2. What was Jesus teaching them about the priorities for their mission in telling them not to take provisions (v4) and not to greet people / move around (v4,7)? What would this sense of urgency (as in v2-12) look like for us as we work amongst God’s harvest today?
3. Why is it important for both us and the disciples to know that we have the authority of Jesus/ (v16,19 also 9:1) What do you think was the aim of Jesus’ caution in v20? How do you understand the different reasons for elation that Jesus gives (v21-24)?
4. What do you think was the motivation behind the questions (v25,29) that the expert in the law asked Jesus? In what ways might we or others today seek to test God or justify ourselves? How important are our motives as we seek God?

5. What relation does the parable of the Good Samaritan have with the account of Jesus sending out the seventy two? Why does Jesus tell the parable of the Good Samaritan and what is the point Jesus is trying to make to this ‘expert in the law’?
6. What does it mean to ‘love God’ and ‘love your neighbour’? What was wrong with the expert’s notion of neighbour’? For the Samaritan, loving his neighbour came at significant sacrifice and inconvenience. What does it look like for us to ‘love like Jesus did’ among those that we live and work with? How can we demonstrate a ‘right relationship’ to God?
Digging deeper

What does it mean for us as a group to ‘ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers’, and to ‘go’ ourselves? What does it mean for us as a group to emphasise relationship with God rather than ritual and from the basis of that relationship demonstrate sacrificial love.
Ideas for prayer groups
Talk about ways that we can labour amongst God’s harvest field and pray that the Lord of the Harvest would send out workers. Pray about how you can demonstrate sacrificial love both to those who we find it easy to love and also those who we do not.
Weekly memory Verse: Luke 10:2-3
 
The Parable of the Rich Fool 

13Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 14Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" 15Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 16And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' 18"Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." ' 20"But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' 21"This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God." 
Do Not Worry 

22Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life[a]? 26Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 27"Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these. 28If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 32"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Watchfulness 

35"Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36like men waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night. 39But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him." 41Peter asked, "Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?" 42The Lord answered, "Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? 43It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. 44I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 45But suppose the servant says to himself, 'My master is taking a long time in coming,' and he then begins to beat the menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk. 46The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers. 47"That servant who knows his master's will and does not get ready or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows. 48But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.

Footnotes: 

a. Luke 12:25 Or single cubit to his height                                                Further Reading: 12:1-12, 49-59

1. RICH FOOL Was the rich man (v13-21) wrong to make provision for the future? Where did he go wrong? What kind of lifestyle and character had the rich man developed? What according to the parable makes a person a fool?

2. What is the connection between the man in the crowds question and the parable? In view of v15, in what does a man’s life consist? What does it mean to be ‘rich toward God’ (v21)? Why should we and what would the opposite of this look like?
3. ANXIETY How is worry related to greed (compare v15 with 22-34)? Do you think that to live in worry is to miss out on what life is really about? 
What does worrying suggest about our concept of God? How does worry dishonour God? What reasons does Jesus give for why worry is unnecessary (v22-34)? 
4. What should be the primary motivation in the life of a Christian (v31-34)? What does Jesus here promise with regard to our material needs? How could this apply practically to your own situation? How should we apply the shocking command Jesus gives in v33?
5. READINESS What reasons does Jesus give for being alert (v35-48)? What does it take to be ready for when Christ returns? 
How should we understand what will happen to those who; (1) justly discharge their responsibilities (v42-44), (2) abuse their authority (v45-46), (3) fail to do Jesus’ will out of laziness (v47) and (4) fail to do Jesus’ will out of ignorance (v48)?
Digging deeper

Read Matthew 6:19-24.  What should be a Christian’s attitude to material possessions? In what way do these verses portray the character and danger of worldliness?

Ideas for prayer groups

Discuss the things that we often find ourselves putting our hopes in for the future and the things that we find ourselves worrying about. Thank God that he provides all we need. Ask that God will help us remember this, and trust Him for our future.

Weekly Memory verses: Luke 12:34, Colossians 3:1
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Do you really want the world to revolve around you? If it’s all about you, then it’s all up to you. Your Father rescues you from such a burden. While you are valuable, you aren’t essential. You’re important but not indispensible. Still don’t think that’s good news Perhaps a story would be helpful. My father, an oil-field mechanic, never met a car he couldn’t fix. Forget golf clubs or tennis rackets, my dad’s toys were sockets and wrenches. He relished a wrecked engine…Dad did with a V8 engine what Patton did with a platoon – he made it work. Oh that the same could be said for his youngest son. It can’t. My problem with mechanics begins with the ends of the car. I can’t remember which one holds the engine. Anyone who confuses the spare tyre with the fan belt is likely not gifted in car repair. My ignorance left my dad in a precarious position. What does a skilled mechanic do with a son who is anything but? As you begin formulating an answer, may I ask this question: What does God do with us? Under His care the universe runs like a Rolex. But His children? Most of us have trouble balancing a bank account. So what does he do? I know what my dad did. Much to his credit, he let me help him. He gave me jobs to do – holding wrenches, scrubbing spark plugs. And he knew my limits. Never once did he say, “Max, tear apart that transmission, will you? One of the gears is broken.” Never said it. For one thing, he liked his transmission. For another, he loved me. He loved me too much to give me too much. So does God. He knows your limitations. He’s well aware of your weaknesses. You can no more die for your own sins than you can solve world hunger. And according to Him, that’s okay. The world doesn’t rely on you…We don’t know what it takes to run the world, and wise are we who leave the work to His hands. To say “It’s not about you” is not to say you aren’t loved; quite the contrary. It’s because God loves you that it’s not about you. 

(From It’s Not About Me by Max Lucado)
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The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast 

1318Then Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? 19It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air perched in its branches." 20Again he asked, "What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? 21It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount[a] of flour until it worked all through the dough." 
The Narrow Door 

22Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 23Someone asked him, "Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?" He said to them, 24"Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 'Sir, open the door for us.' "But he will answer, 'I don't know you or where you come from.' 26"Then you will say, 'We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.' 27"But he will reply, 'I don't know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!' 28"There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last." 

Jesus' Sorrow for Jerusalem 

31At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, "Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you." 32He replied, "Go tell that fox, 'I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.' 33In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 34"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 35Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'[b]"
The Coming of the Kingdom of God 

1720Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 21nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within[c] you." 22Then he said to his disciples, "The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. 23Men will tell you, 'There he is!' or 'Here he is!' Do not go running off after them. 24For the Son of Man in his day[d] will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other. 25But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 26"Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. 28"It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. 29But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulphur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. 30"It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 31On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. 32Remember Lot's wife! 33Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 34I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. 35Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left."[e] 37"Where, Lord?" they asked. He replied, "Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather."
Footnotes: 




              Further Reading: 13-1-17, 17:1-19
a. Luke 13:21 Greek three satas (probably about 1/2 bushel or 22 liters)

b. Luke 13:35 Psalm 118:26

c. Luke 17:21 Or among

d. Luke 17:24 Some manuscripts do not have in his day.

e. Luke 17:35 Some manuscripts left. 36 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.


1. In what sense is the Kingdom of God like a mustard seed (18-19) and yeast (20-21)? Why do you think Jesus uses these examples and what is He communicating through these mini-parables (13v18-21)? How should we respond to these parables?

2. How do you respond emotionally and intellectually to Jesus’ teaching on the narrow door (v24) and the parable that he tells in the subsequent verses (13v25-27)? In what sense is the door to the Kingdom both wide (13:18-19, 28-30) and narrow (13:25,27)?

What does Jesus mean when He says ‘there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last’? (See also Mark 9:35) On what basis’ will people enter OR not enter the Kingdom of heaven? 
3. What does 13:31-35 (aka, the lament of the Rejected Lover) reveal about Jesus’ character and mission? How do you understand the description Jesus gives to the Pharisees of how God’s people had (and still do) rejected Him and ignored Him?
4. In what sense was the Kingdom of God already among His hearers (17:20-21)? (See also 1:23-33, 4:18-21) In what sense is the Kingdom of God within us individually and among us corporately? Why were the Pharisees unable to perceive the Kingdom already among them or already available to be within them? (see also 11:34-36, 39-44)
5. What did Jesus say to do when people claim that the Son of Man has returned (17:22-25) and why? In what sense will the days of the Son of Man be like the days of Noah and Lot (17:26-35)? What does the lightning metaphor warn about the nature of His coming?
Digging deeper
Try to summarise what we have learned about the Kingdom; How can we describe it? What’s it like? How do we enter into it? How do these ideas clash with the Pharisees expectation that the Kingdom of God would be visible and earthly?
Ideas for prayer groups
Pray that the Kingdom of God would advance ‘like yeast working through the dough’ (13v21). Pray for friends / loved ones who don’t know Jesus; that they would be’ willing’ (v34) and that they would ‘make every effort to enter through the narrow door’ (v24)
Weekly memory Verse: Luke 17:20-21
 ,.
Jesus at a Pharisee's House 

1One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. 2There in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy. 3Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?" 4But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him away. 5Then he asked them, "If one of you has a son[a] or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?" 6And they had nothing to say. 7When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honour at the table, he told them this parable: 8"When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honour, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, 'Give this man your seat.' Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. 10But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, 'Friend, move up to a better place.' Then you will be honoured in the presence of all your fellow guests. 11For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 12Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbours; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 

The Parable of the Great Banquet 

15When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, "Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God." 16Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.' 18"But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.' 19"Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.' 20"Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.' 21"The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.' 22" 'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.' 23"Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full. 24I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.' " 

The Cost of Being a Disciple 

25Large crowds were travelling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 27And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28"Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 31"Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.  34"Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."
Footnotes: 

a. Luke 14:5 Some manuscripts donkey                                                           

1. Jesus asks the Pharisees and experts in the Law two questions which they don’t answer (v 4-5), does their silence surprise you? Why or why not? Why do you think Jesus asked these questions?

2. In picking the places of honour (v7) what were the guests revealing about their way of thinking? Why do you think guests would choose the places of honour? What according to Jesus is the benefit of taking the least important place?

3. In what other situations have we got a tendency to exalt ourselves? What does it take to humble ourselves?

4. Why does Jesus give advice about who to invite to dinner (v12)? What is the motivation for inviting “outsiders” to a banquet? In what other situations could you apply Jesus instructions?

5. In the parable of the great banquet what impression do you get of the man who is hosting the banquet? What do you make of the excuses that are given (v 18-20)? Why do you think that the people responded in this way?

6. What do you think Jesus is really talking about here? What does the banquet represent? Who are the people who are initially invited? Who ends up coming to the banquet?

7. What do verses 26, 27 & 33 have in common? How would you summarise what Jesus is saying about being a disciple?

Digging deeper

Where else in the Bible is God’s kingdom described as a feast or a banquet? How does this image change the way you think about heaven? How might this affect our evangelism?

Ideas for prayer groups

Talk about ways in which pride affects our lives and the way that we think about ourselves and others. Thank God for his desire for people come to his banquet and pray for some non-Christian friends to hear & respond to the invitation.
Weekly memory Verse: Luke 14:11 or 14:33
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Captured in a portrait is a tender scene of a father and a son. Behind them is a great house on a hill. Beneath their feet is a narrow path. Down from the house the father has run. Up the trail the son has trudged. The two have met, here, at the gate. We can’t see the face of the son; it’s buried in the chest of his father. We can see the mud on the back of his legs, the filth on his shoulders and the empty purse on the ground. At one time the purse was full of money. At one time the boy was full of pride. But that was a dozen taverns ago. Now both the purse and the pride are depleted. The prodigal offers no gift or explanation. All he offers is the smell of pigs and a rehearsed apology. He feels unworthy of his birthright … The boy is content to be a hired hand. There is only one problem. Though the boy is willing to stop being a son, the father is not willing to stop being a father. Look at the tears glistening on the [fathers] leathered cheeks, the smile shining through the silver beard. One arm holds the boy up so he won’t fall, the other holds the boy close so he won’t doubt. “Hurry!” he shouts. “Bring the best clothes and put them on him. Also, put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get our fat calf and kill it so we can have a feast and celebrate. My son was dead, but now he is alive again! He was lost but now he is found!” (Luke 15:22-24 NCV). How these words must have stunned the young man, “My son was dead…” He thought he’d lost his place in the home. After all, didn’t he abandon his father? Didn’t he waste his inheritance? The boy assumed he had forfeited his privilege to sonship. The father, however, doesn’t give up that easily. In his mind, his son is still a son. The child may have been out of the house, but he was never out of his father’s heart. He may have left the table, but he never left the family. Don’t miss the message here. You may be willing to stop being God’s child. But God is not willing to stop being your Father. 
(From The Great House of God by Max Lucado)

The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

1Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. 2But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them." 3Then Jesus told them this parable: 4"Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbours together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.' 7I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

The Parable of the Lost Coin 

8"Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins[a] and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbours together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.' 10In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

The Parable of the Lost Son 

11Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 13"Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 17"When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 20So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21"The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.[b]' 22"But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 25"Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27'Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.' 28"The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' 31" 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' "

Footnotes: 

a. Luke 15:8 Greek ten drachmas, each worth about a day's wages

b. Luke 15:21 Some early manuscripts son. Make me like one of your hired men.


1. The parable of the lost sheep and the parable of the lost coin are very similar but what differences are there between them? Jesus compares finding a lost sheep or a lost coin with a “sinner repenting”, what is the similarity between these things? Is this a good comparison in your opinion?

2. Who is Jesus talking to and why do you think they need to know that there is rejoicing in heaven over a sinner who repents? Who do we consider to be “sinners”? What is our attitude towards people we think of as “sinners”?

3. In the parable of the lost son, what was motivating the younger son at the start? Why do you think he wanted to leave home?

4. What happened to the younger son after he had left home? How did he end up in such a desperate situation? What was the turning point for him?

5. Do you think it would be easy for someone in that situation to return home? Why or why not? What was he planning to do when he got home? What does this reveal about him?

6. Why do you think the Father reacted in the way he did to the return of the younger son? How does the older son feel about his brother, his father and his situation? Do you think he has a problem or is his reaction justified?

7. How does the father respond to the older son? What do you find surprising about what he says to the older son?

8. Why do you think that Jesus told these stories? We are not told the reaction of the people who were listening but in what ways do you think Jesus was challenging them?

Digging deeper

Before becoming a follower of Jesus, Paul was a Pharisee with a low view of “sinners”. Read 2 Corinthians 5:15-21 or Titus 3:2-8, what strikes you about his way of thinking?

Ideas for prayer groups

Thank God for his great love for us and the lengths that he has gone to find us and welcome us back home. Our attitudes towards others are not always what they should be, ask God to reveal to us where we need to change and ask for forgiveness for where we have fallen short.  

Weekly memory Verse: Luke 15:31
Ideas for prayer groups
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The Parable of the Shrewd Manager 

1Jesus told his disciples: "There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 2So he called him in and asked him, 'What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.' 3"The manager said to himself, 'What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I'm not strong enough to dig, and I'm ashamed to beg— 4I know what I'll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.' 5"So he called in each one of his master's debtors. He asked the first, 'How much do you owe my master?' 6" 'Eight hundred gallons[a] of olive oil,' he replied. "The manager told him, 'Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred.' 7"Then he asked the second, 'And how much do you owe?'" 'A thousand bushels[b] of wheat,' he replied. "He told him, 'Take your bill and make it eight hundred.' 8"The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 9I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 10"Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of your own? 13"No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money." 14The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. 15He said to them, "You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. What is highly valued among men is detestable in God's sight. 

Additional Teachings 

16"The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it. 17It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law. 18"Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
The Rich Man and Lazarus 

19"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22"The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In hell,[c] where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 25"But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' 27"He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 28for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 29"Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' 30" 'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 31"He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.' "

Footnotes: 

a. Luke 16:6 Greek one hundred batous (probably about 3 kiloliters)

b. Luke 16:7 Greek one hundred korous (probably about 35 kiloliters)

c. Luke 16:23 Greek Hades                                                                               

1. Which would you say that the “shrewd manager” valued more: money or relationships? Why? 
2. Why does the master commend his manager (v8), when he had depleted the master’s wealth in both the past and the present? (v1 and v5-7)  What would your course of action be if you were the master in this scenario? The manager?
3. How does v18 fit into the overall theme of this passage? Why do you think that Jesus chose to highlight that particular point concerning adultery in that place and context?
4. Compare and contrast the lives of the rich man and Lazarus before and after death (v19-24). Who do you most identify with? Why do you think Luke chose to include this parable in his Gospel (none of the other Gospels record it)?

5. The 1st parable is directed towards the disciples (v1), and the 2nd parable is directed at the Pharisees (v14). How does this impact your understanding of these parables? How would each group fit into each parable; the disciples into the parable of the shrewd manager, and the Pharisees into the parable about Lazarus and the rich man?
Digging Deeper

The Greek word for “wasting” (v1) is the same word as is used in the previous parable (15:13) in regards to the prodigal son. This word is used only a few times in the entire NT, and is usually translated as “scattered.” 

Are there any similarities between the two parables, especially in the sense of how these two seemingly unrelated individuals handled their possessions? What can we learn from either or both of these stories about how best to sow or “scatter” our money?
Ideas for prayer groups
Talk about your attitude towards money and possessions. In the context of this passage, do you have a healthy understanding, use, and attitude of and towards money? Pray that you will be able to wisely use the resources God has given you, and be sensitive towards the needs of others in both a temporal and eternal sense.

Weekly Memory Verse: Luke 16:13
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The Parable of the Persistent Widow 

1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. 3And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.' 4"For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!' " 6And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" 
The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

9To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood up and prayed about[a] himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' 13"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 14"I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 

The Little Children and Jesus 

15People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 16But Jesus called the children to him and said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it." 

The Rich Ruler 

18A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 19"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone. 20You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honour your father and mother.'[b]" 21"All these I have kept since I was a boy," he said. 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 23When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth. 24Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 26Those who heard this asked, "Who then can be saved?" 27Jesus replied, "What is impossible with men is possible with God." 28Peter said to him, "We have left all we had to follow you!" 29"I tell you the truth," Jesus said to them, "no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30will fail to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life."
Footnotes: 

a. Luke 18:11 Or to

b. Luke 18:20 Exodus 20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20                                                          Further Reading: 18:31-43

1. How does Jesus compare the unjust judge to the Father? How are they similar and how are they different?  Luke records a similar style of logic (“if the lesser is true, then how much more so the greater”) in 11:11–13, 12:6–7, 12:25–27, and 13:15–16. Look up at least one of these other passages and observe any similarities in style and pattern.
2. According to your observations and life experience, do v7-8 seem to ring true? Why or why not? If not, is there anything we can do to bring about justice in this world?
3. What was wrong with the Pharisees prayer in v11-12? Would it be possible to say a prayer such as that in the proper spirit and attitude? Compare and contrast the lives and prayers of the Pharisee and the tax collector. Whose prayer do you think yours are most like in appearance and attitude?
4. Why does Jesus ask the question “Why do you call me good” in v19? What point is He trying to make? How should this influence the rich young ruler’s attitude towards and perception of Jesus in the conversation to follow?
5. Why did the rich young ruler turn down Jesus’ offer to follow Him in v23? What do you think is keeping you from following Jesus as fully as you could? What have you already given up in order to follow Jesus?

Digging Deeper

This passage is broken into four sections; two are parables, and two are real-world examples. If you were to summarize this entire passage in one sentence, what would it be? Pay especially close attentions to expectations: how would the original hearers of these stories and observers of these events have expected things to play out? Do you think their expectations were met? Why or why not? Do you think the Kingdom of God follows the usual patterns of how things happen in life?

Ideas for prayer groups

Discuss what you have and have not left behind to follow Jesus. What have you already had to give up, and has it been worth it? What do you think Jesus might be asking you to set aside to follow Him more fully? Pray for wisdom and strength, to know what to do and then to be able to do it.
Weekly Memory Verse: Luke 18:28-30

Zacchaeus the Tax Collector 

1Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.  5When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." 6So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 7All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.' " 8But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." 9Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 
The Parable of the Ten Minas 

11While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12He said: "A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. 13So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas.[a]'Put this money to work,' he said, 'until I come back.' 14"But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, 'We don't want this man to be our king.' 15"He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. 16"The first one came and said, 'Sir, your mina has earned ten more.' 17" 'Well done, my good servant!' his master replied. 'Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.' 18"The second came and said, 'Sir, your mina has earned five more.' 19"His master answered, 'You take charge of five cities.' 20"Then another servant came and said, 'Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. 21I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.' 22"His master replied, 'I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? 23Why then didn't you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?' 24"Then he said to those standing by, 'Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.' 25" 'Sir,' they said, 'he already has ten!' 26"He replied, 'I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away. 27But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here and kill them in front of me."

Footnotes: 

a. Luke 19:13 A mina was about three months' wages.                                      Further Reading: 19:28-48

1. What are we told about Zacchaeus and why do you think he wanted to see Jesus? What surprises you about what Jesus says to him?

2. Jesus says that he has come to seek and to save what was lost, what does this mean in the case of Zacchaeus? What difference do Jesus words and actions make to Zacchaeus? In what ways are we like or unlike Zacchaeus?

3. To what extent is Jesus like the man of noble birth in the parable of the ten minas? What elements in the parable lead you to think that he is talking about himself?

4. The main part of the parable has to do with what will happen when the king returns, what is the judgement of the servants based on and how does he reward his servant? What impression does this give you of the king?

5. What do you think motivated the servants to do what they did with their mina? Were they told about the reward?

6. How does the king treat his enemies (v27)? Does this shock you? How does this compare with their attitude towards the king (v14)? How does this compare with the kings treatment of the third servant (v24)?

7. What does this parable have to say to us about what we should be doing while we wait for the king to return? To what extent does the knowledge that there will be a day of judgement affect how we live our lives today?

Digging deeper

What are the differences between this parable and the one in Matthew 25:14-30? Is there a difference between a “talent” and a “mina” what do you think these could actually represent and what are you currently doing with your talent/mina?

Ideas for prayer groups

Talk about what it means to have Jesus as king over us and our role as his servants. Think of some people you know who do not want Jesus as their king (v14,27) and pray for them that God will change their hearts.

Weekly memory Verse: Luke 19:10
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The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

1One day as he was teaching the people in the temple courts and preaching the gospel, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the elders, came up to him. 2"Tell us by what authority you are doing these things," they said. "Who gave you this authority?" 3He replied, "I will also ask you a question. Tell me, 4John's baptism—was it from heaven, or from men?" 5They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 'Why didn't you believe him?' 6But if we say, 'From men,' all the people will stone us, because they are persuaded that John was a prophet." 7So they answered, "We don't know where it was from." 8Jesus said, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things."
The Parable of the Tenants 

9He went on to tell the people this parable: "A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some farmers and went away for a long time. 10At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11He sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. 12He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out. 13"Then the owner of the vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I love; perhaps they will respect him.' 14"But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. 'This is the heir,' they said. 'Let's kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.' 15So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. "What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16He will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others." When the people heard this, they said, "May this never be!" 17Jesus looked directly at them and asked, "Then what is the meaning of that which is written: " 'The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone[a]'[b]? 18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed." 19The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people. 

Paying Taxes to Caesar 

20Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be honest. They hoped to catch Jesus in something he said so that they might hand him over to the power and authority of the governor. 21So the spies questioned him: "Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, and that you do not show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 22Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" 23He saw through their duplicity and said to them, 24"Show me a denarius. Whose portrait and inscription are on it?" 25"Caesar's," they replied. He said to them, "Then give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."  26They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public. And astonished by his answer, they became silent.
Footnotes: 

a. Luke 20:17 Or cornerstone

b. Luke 20:17 Psalm 118:22



          Further Reading: 20:27-47




1. Why do you think the priests and teachers of the law asked Jesus the question they did in v2 (briefly look at events occurring directly prior to this for context)? Why do you think that Jesus didn’t directly answer the question they ask Him? 

2. In the parable of the tenants (v9-16, see also Isaiah 5:1-7), who do you think the various characters represent? The owner? The farmers? The servants? The son? The “others” the owner gives the vineyard to (v16)? Who do you think you best identify with or as, if anyone?

3. Do you think that the people who heard this parable understood its meaning? How did they react to it (v16 and 19)? How do you think you would have reacted if you were a first-century Jew who heard Jesus say this, and realized that it was directed at you? 

4. What point does Jesus make by quoting from the Messianic prophesies in v17-18? What dies the interchange in 20:9-19 have to do with the leaders challenge in v1-18?

5. How does Jesus’ reaction to the question in v22 mirror his response to an earlier question (v2)? Would you say this is typical of the way Jesus usually handles questions? Why or why not? How do you think Jesus would answer a question that was asked out of pure motives? What questions would you ask Jesus if you had the chance?

6. Jesus implies that the denarius belonged to Caesar because his image was on it and he’d made it. If we bear the image of God (Genesis 1-3), what implications does this have for what we do with live our lives? What does it mean to give to God what is rightfully His (be specific)?
Digging Deeper

Jesus quotes from Psalm 118:22 in v17. This quotation is used in each of the Gospel accounts of this parable, as well as in Act 4:11 and 1 Peter 2:7. In both of the later uses, the apostle Peter is either using this verse in a speech (Acts) or in a letter (1 Peter). Do you think this verse holds some sort of special significance for Peter? What do you think his understanding of it was? What do you think it means?
Ideas for prayer groups

Spend some time thinking about what questions you would like to ask Jesus. Pray that He would enable you to ask out of the right motivations, in an honest and teachable spirit. If time allows and you feel comfortable doing so, tell each other what questions you might have on your heart that you’d ask Jesus if you have the chance. Think together how Jesus might answer them.
Weekly Memory Verse: Luke 20:17-18

	Wk No.
	Date
	Bible Study & Prayer Groups 
6:30pm at 53 Harefield Road

	Mon 28 Sep – Fri 2 Oct – Southampton University Freshers Week 

	1
	Thurs 01 Oct
	NAVS Welcome evening 

	2
	Thurs 08 Oct
	Bible Study – Luke  8:1-25

	3
	Thurs 15 Oct
	Bible Study – Luke 10:1-37

	4
	Thurs 22 Oct
	Bible Study – Luke 12:13-48

	5
	Thurs 29 Oct
	Bible Study – Luke 13:18-35, 17:20-37

	6
	Thurs 05 Nov
	Bible Study – Luke 14:1-35

	Fri 6-8 Nov - NAVS Weekend Away - Totland Bay, Isle of Wight

	7
	Thurs 12 Nov
	Bible Study – Luke 15:1-32 

	8
	Thurs 19 Nov
	Main Meeting – EVANGELISM

	9
	Thurs 26 Nov
	Bible Study – Luke 16:1-31

	10
	Thurs 03 Dec
	NAVS Christmas Meal, 6:30pm at Swaythling Baptist Church 

	 Sun 6 Dec – CU Carol Service @ Highfield Church (various services)

	11
	Thurs 10 Dec
	Bible Study – Luke 18:1-30

	 Mon 14 Dec - Fri 1 Jan – Christmas Holidays

	12
	Thurs 07 Jan
	Bible Study – Luke 19:1-27

	13
	Thurs 14 Jan
	Bible Study – Luke 20:1-26


Other NAVS groups / Opportunities
“IGNITE” Discussion Group

7pm for food, Monday evenings at 53 Harefield Road (starting Mon 12 October)
“WIDSOM (Just for girls)” and “KNOWLEDGE (Not for Girls)” Discipleship Groups
2pm Wednesday afternoons at 74 Kitchener Road (girls) and 88 Harefield Road (guys) starting Wed 14th October
Prayer Breakfast

8am Wednesday mornings at 53 Harefield Road (starting Wed 7th October)
NAVS Sunday Lunch

2pm, Sun 18 October and Sun 22 November for Sunday Lunch with the NAVS at 53 Harefield Road
 
Below are contact details for the Leadership team. We love meeting up people for a tea/coffee, chat about what is going on in our lives so please do ask us if we don’t ask you first!

If you would like a regular 1to1 with an older Christian from the group please speak to Jane and who is our 1to1 Co-ordinator this year.
Steve & Debs McClure (Team Leaders, Bible Study, NAVS Reps)

Home: 02380-677557; Mobile: 07852-233960

E-mail: steveanddebs@sotonnavs.org 
Jane Mitchell (1to1 Co-ordinator, NAVS Associate Rep)
Home: 02380-362894; Mobile: 07952-773428
E-mail: janemitchell100@hotmail.com
Steve (Treasurer, NAVS Associate Rep) & Holly Price

Home: 02380-581634; Mobile: 07834-528399
E-mail: steveandhollyprice@hotmail.com
Kashimana Tsumba (Evangelism, NAVS Connect worker)
Mobile: 07988-440038
E-mail: kashimana@sotonnavs.org 

Kate Marshall (Communications, NAVS Connect worker)
Mobile: 07752-870345

E-mail: kate@sotonnavs.org 
Patrick Noonan (Prayer, NAVS Connect worker)
Home: 02380-677557; Mobile: 07935-855304
E-mail: patrick@sotonnavs.org 
Kim Gordon (Food Co-ordinator)
Mobile: 07979-855877
E-mail: kimgordon1985@hotmail.com
Adam Collett (Music)
Mobile: 07871-691908
E-mail: acollett@hotmail.co.uk
James Pritchard
Mobile: 07789-267259
E-mail: japritchard@gmail.com 
Lydia Clarke

Mobile: 07813-634612
E-mail: clarke_lydia@hotmail.com
Tim & Lowri Peters
Mobile: 07907-692861 OR 07817-606746
E-mail: timpeters1984@yahoo.com OR lowriwebb@gmail.com 
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Introduction to this booklet





Introduction to Luke’s Gospel





“If there lurks in most modern minds the notion that to desire our own good and earnestly to hope for the enjoyment of it is a bad thing, I submit that this notion has crept in from Kant and the Stoics and is no part of the Christian faith. Indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires, not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.” 


C.S. Lewis, Sermon preached in 1941





STUDY 1 – Luke 8:1-25 (Parable of the Soils)











First Semester Planner 2009-2010








STUDY 2 – Luke 10:1-37 (Parable of the Good Samaritan)





STUDY 3 – Luke 12:13-48 (Parable of the Rich Fool)





STUDY 4 – Luke 13:18-35, Luke 17:20-37 (Parables of the Kingdom)





STUDY 5 – Luke 14:1-35 (Parable of the Great Banquet)








STUDY 6 – Luke 15 (Parable of the lost coin, sheep and son)





NOTES FROM NAVS MAIN MEETING – EVANGELISM





STUDY 7 – Luke 16:1-31 (Parable of the Shrewd Manager)





STUDY 8 – Luke 18 (Parable of the Persistent Widow, Pharisee/Tax Collector)





STUDY 9 – Luke 19:1-27 (Parable of the Ten Minas)





STUDY 10 – Luke 20:1-26 (Parable of the tenants)





Luke’s Gospel


Study Materials





“Parable’s of Jesus”











QUESTIONS FOR PREPARATION / DISCUSSION





QUESTIONS FOR PREPARATION / DISCUSSION





QUESTIONS FOR PREPARATION / DISCUSSION





QUESTIONS FOR PREPARATION / DISCUSSION





QUESTIONS FOR PREPARATION / DISCUSSION





QUESTIONS FOR PREPARATION / DISCUSSION





QUESTIONS FOR PREPARATION / DISCUSSION





QUESTIONS FOR PREPARATION / DISCUSSION





QUESTIONS FOR PREPARATION / DISCUSSION





QUESTIONS FOR PREPARATION / DISCUSSION








…Daring Discipleship…





NAVS Weekend Away 2009…





Venue: Totland Bay Youth Hostel, Isle of Wight





Speaker: Martin Cooper





When: Fri 6th Nov to Sun 8th November 2009





Cost: £40.00 (including ferry to IOW)





A chance to get away to a scenic location, relax and explore the theme of discipleship in a community of students/graduates seeking to know Christ and make Him known…





Places are limited - book your place now…








NOTES FROM STUDY 1





NOTES FROM STUDY 2





NOTES FROM STUDY 6





NOTES FROM STUDY 5





NOTES FROM STUDY 3





NOTES FROM STUDY 4





NOTES FROM STUDY 8





NOTES FROM STUDY 7





NOTES FROM STUDY 10





NOTES FROM STUDY 9





SOTON NAVS LEADERSHIP TEAM


Contact Details





Our Vision
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