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“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”  Heb 4:15-16
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Below are just a few simple suggestions for how we think you can get the most from the group and materials this term:

Your Commitment 

We would encourage you to make a commitment to come along regularly on a Thursday evening. We realise that sometimes there are things that get in the way but we would encourage you to give high priority to studying the Bible with others and be at the studies as much as possible. This may involve some sacrifice, definitely some effective organisation of your time, but we really believe that doing so will help you to get the most out of the studies and prayer times.

Our Commitment

The heart of the Navigators calling is to invest in the lives of people. To that end we would like to make one to one discipleship freely available to all. Hopefully we will take the initiative to start meeting up with you but please feel free to approach any of the leadership team about meeting up with an older Christian. 

Your Feedback

When you have a large group like NAVS it is not easy to cater for everyone but we do try to do our best. We are all individuals and as such we will have different experiences of studying the Bible, spending time with each other and praying together. If there is something or someone that you are struggling with in the group we would encourage you to speak to one of the leadership team as soon as possible. 
Your Contribution
This might sound obvious but to some degree ‘what you put into’ the group is going to determine ‘what you get out’ of the group. We would like to encourage you to contribute honestly and as much you are able to the discussion and workings of the group. We understand that different personalities and previous knowledge / experience make each of us quite different but we do all have a part to play regardless. In the past there have often been times when some of the most insightful and/or honest contributions have come from new or even pre-Christians!!

Your Group

Above all we want you to feel that NAVS is your group and we therefore want you to have a real say in what and how it happens. If there are areas you would like to be involved in from Web design to leading Bible studies please let us know.

Your Preparation 

As we are going to be doing topical Bible studies this term, these materials are a bit different to what we normally produce. The questions involved in this study guide are for use in your preparation AND will form the basis for our discussion times.  

The materials provide you with a set of passages so that you can work through them noting down your own thoughts and questions. We would really encourage you to make use of these materials in advance of each study, as doing so will help you contribute and get the most out of the group discussions. The materials are however only “tools” and it is especially important that we are like the Bereans;

“…The Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” Acts 17:11
It will really help you to spend most of your preparation time reading the passages and spending time praying through them. Then with the passages in mind consider the suggested questions with an open mind. The questions are written so that there is rarely “a single right answer” and we would encourage you to bring your thoughts and/or questions to the studies to share with your Bible study and/or Prayer group.

We realise that many of the things we are going to be talking about are personal and will sometimes involve sensitive things. As ever we are always available to talk and pray with you on a one-to-one basis, feel free to pin us down for a tea or coffee if that would help you. We have also included a number of quotations from relevant Christian literature, most of which are available for you to borrow if you want to do further thinking or study. 

We would appreciate your feedback and suggestions on how to make these materials as helpful as they can be.

SOTON NAVS Leadership team


As a writer I play with words all day long, I toy with them, listen for their overtones, crack them open, and try to stuff my thoughts inside. I’ve found that words tend to spoil over the years, like old meat. Their meaning rots away. Consider the word “charity”, for instance.  When King James translators contemplated the highest form of love, they settled on the word “charity” to convey it. Nowadays we hear the scornful protest, “I don’t want your charity”! 

Perhaps I keep circling back to grace because it is one grand theological word that has not spoiled. I call it “the last best word” because every English usage I can find retains some of the glory of the original. Like a vast aquifer, the word underlines our proud civilisation reminding us that good things come not from our own efforts, rather by the grace of God. Even now, despite our secular drift, taproots still stretch toward grace. Listen to how we use the word. 


Many people “say grace” before meals, acknowledging daily bread as a gift from God. We are grateful for someone’s kindness, gratified by good news, congratulated when successful, gracious in hosting friends. When a person’s service pleases us, we leave a gratuity. In each of these uses I hear a pang of childlike delight in the undeserved. 


A composer of music may add grace notes to the score. Though not essential to the melody – they are “gratuitous” – these notes add a flourish whose presence would be missed. When I first attempt a piano sonata by Beethoven or Schubert I play it through a few times without the grace notes. The sonata carries along but O what a difference it makes when I am able to add in the grace notes, which season the piece like savoury spices.  


In England, some uses hint loudly at the words theological source. British subjects address royalty as “Your Grace”. Students at Oxford and Cambridge may “receive a grace” exempting them from certain academic requirements. Parliament declares an “act of grace” to pardon a criminal. New York publishers also suggest the theological meaning with their policy of gracing. If I sign up for 12 issues of a magazine, I may receive a few extra copies even after my subscription has expired.  These are “grace issues” sent free of charge (or, gratis) to tempt me to re-subscribe. Credit cards, rental car agencies and mortgage companies likewise extend to customers, an undeserved, grace period. 


I also learn about the word from its opposite. Newspapers speak of communisms “fall from grace” a phrase similarly applied to Jimmy Swaggart, Richard Nixon and O.J. Simpson. We insult a person by pointing out the dearth of grace: “you ingrate! we say, or worse “you’re a disgrace!”. A truly despicable person has no saving grace about him. My favourite use of the root word grace occurs in the mellifluous phrase persona non grata: as person who offends the US Government by some act of treachery is officially proclaimed a person without grace.
The many uses of the word in English convince me that grace is indeed amazing – truly our last best word.  It contains the essence of the Gospel as a drop of water can contain the image of the sun.  The world thirsts for grace in ways it can not even recognise; little wonder the hymn “Amazing Grace” edged its way onto the top 10 charts 200 years after composition. For a society that seems adrift, without moorings, I know of know better place to drop an anchor of faith.

Like grace notes in music, though, the state of grace proves fleeting. The Berlin wall falls in a night of euphoria; South African blacks queue up in long, exuberant lines to cast their 1st vote ever; Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat shake hands in the Rose Garden – for a moment, grace descends.  Eastern Europe sullenly settles into the long task of rebuilding, South Africa tries to figure out how to run a country, Arafat dodges bullets, and Rabin is felled by one. Like a dying star, grace dissipates in a final burst of pale light, and is then engulfed by the black hole of “ungrace”.


“The great Christian revolutions”, said H. Richard Niebuhr, “Come not by the discovery of something that was not known before. They happen when somebody takes radically something that was already there.” Oddly, I sometimes find a shortage of grace within the church, an institution founded to proclaim, in Paul’s phrase, “the Gospel of God’s grace”. 

Author Steven Brown notes that a Veterinarian can learn a lot about a dog owner he has never met just by observing the dog. What does the world learn about God by watching us His followers on earth? Trace the roots of grace, or charis in Greek, and you will find a verb which means “I rejoice, I am glad.” In my experience, rejoicing and gladness are not the first images that come to mind when people think of the Church. They think of holier-than-thous. They think of Church as a place to go after you have cleaned up your act, not before. They think of morality, not grace. “Church!” said the prostitute, “Why would I ever go there? I was already feeling terrible about myself.  They’d just make me feel worse.”


Such an attitude comes partly from a misconception, or bias, by outsiders. I have visited soup kitchens, homeless shelters, hospices, and prison ministries staffed by Christian volunteers generous with grace. And yet the prostitutes comment stings because she has found a weak spot in the church. Some of us seem so anxious about avoiding hell that we forget to celebrate our journey toward Heaven. Others of us, rightly concerned about issues in a modern “culture war”, neglect the church’s mission as a haven of grace in this world of ungrace. “Grace is everywhere”, said the dying priest in George Bernano’s novel “Diary of a Country Priest”. Yes, how easily we pass by, deaf to the euphony.


I attended a Bible college. Years later, when I was sitting next to the President of that school, he asked me to assess my education. “Some good, some bad”, I replied. “I met many godly people there. In fact, I met God there. Who can place a value on that? And yet I later realised that in 4 years I learnt almost nothing about grace. It maybe the most important word in the Bible, the heart of the Gospel. How could I have missed it?”


I related our conversation in a subsequent Chapel address and, in doing so offended the Faculty. Some suggested I not be invited back to speak. One gentle soul wrote to ask whether I should have phrased things differently. Shouldn’t I have said that as a student I lacked the receptors to receive the grace that was all around me? Because I respect and love this man, I thought long and hard about his question. Ultimately, however, I concluded that I had experienced as much ungrace on the campus of a Bible college as I had anywhere else in life.

“The world can do almost anything as well as or better than the Church”, says George MacDonald. “You need not be a Christian to build houses, feed the hungry, or heal the sick. There is only one thing the world can not do. It can not offer grace.” MacDonald has put his finger on the Church’s single most important contribution. Where else can the world go to find grace?

The Italian novelist Ignazio Silone wrote about a revolutionary hunted by the police. In order to hide him, his comrades dressed him in the garb of a priest and sent him to a remote village in the foothills of the Alps. Word got out, and soon a long line of peasants appeared at his door, full of stories of their sins and broken lives. The “priest” protested and tried to turn them away, to no avail. He had no recourse but to sit and listen to the stories of people starving for grace.


I sense, in fact, that is why any person goes to church; out of hunger for grace. The book Growing up fundamentalist tells of a reunion of students from a missionary academy in Japan. “With one or two exceptions, all had left the faith and come back,” one of the students reported. “And those of us who had come back had one thing in common: we had all discovered grace….”

As I look back on my own pilgrimage, marked by wanderings, detours, and dead ends, I see now that what pulled me along was my search for grace. I rejected the church for a time because I found so little grace there. I returned because I found grace nowhere else.

I have barely tasted of grace myself, have rendered less than I have received, and am in no ways an “expert” on grace. These are, in fact, the very reasons that impel me to write. I want to know more, to understand more, to experience more grace. I dare not – and the danger is very real – write an ungracious book about grace. Accept then, here at the beginning, that I write as a pilgrim qualified only by my craving for grace. Grace does not offer an easy subject for a writer. To borrow E. B. White’s comment about humour, “[Grace] can be dissected, as a frog, but the thing dies in the process, and the innards are discouraging to any but the pure scientific mind.” I have just read a thirteen page treatise on grace which has cured me of any desire to dissect grace and display its innards. I do not want the thing to die. For this reason, I will rely, more on stories than on syllogisms. In sum, I would far rather convey grace than explain it.
The Last Best word, What is so amazing about Grace?, Philip Yancey, pg 11-16


Romans 11:6 And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.

Philippians 1:6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
Gal 3:3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?
Gal 5:1-5 1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 2Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope.
Ephesians 2:4-10 4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Romans 3:10-12 10As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one;11there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 12All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."…

Isaiah 54:6 …all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.  55:1 Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.
Ro 3:22-24 22This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

Isaiah 53:6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
Psalm 5:4, 51:5 4You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil; with you the wicked cannot dwell. 5Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

Zechariah 3:1-4 1Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him. 2The LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?" 3Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel. 4The angel said to those who were standing before him, "Take off his filthy clothes." Then he said to Joshua, "See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich garments on you." 


Aims of the study: Before we can understand just how amazing the grace of God really is we need to first understand why we need grace. This study aims to explore our tendency to base our relationship with God on our merit rather than on the grace of God.
1. How do you understand the distinction between ‘saving grace’ and living in grace? How do you respond to the assertion in Q1 & Q2 (quotes 1&2) that having been saved by grace we still tend to revert to living by works? How true is this for you and our Christian communities?
2. Grace is not defined in the Bible, although the concept is used extensively (especially in Paul’s writings). How would you define grace (avoid anecdotes)? How does the Bible explain the relationship between grace and works? (See Rom 11:6, Phil 1:6, Gal 3:3, Q3)

3. In Gal 5:1-5 and Eph 2:4-10 how do you understand the connection between the merit/work of Christ and the grace of God? In what ways are these concepts different yet inseparable? What does Paul mean by the phrase ‘you have fallen away from grace’?
4. How would you respond to the idea that ‘grace makes up what we lack in meeting the requirements of God’s righteous law’? (See Q4) Assuming this was true (which it clearly isn’t); what do you think “we” could possibly contribute to our salvation (i.e. what are we not lacking)? (See Rom 3:10-12, Isaiah 54:6, 55:1, Rom 3:22-24)
Are we really all that bad? Harold Kushner defined good people as “ordinary people, nice friendly neighbours, neither extraordinarily good not extraordinarily bad.” Why does comparing ourselves with others cause us to miss the point of why we need grace? 
5. The Bible takes sin far more seriously than we are ever likely to do; how do the words gone astray (Isaiah 53:6), rebellion (Leviticus 16:21), despising God (2 Sam 12:9-10) and defying God (1 Kings 13:21) illustrate this seriousness? (See also Psalm 5:4)
How do Psalm 51:4 and Zechariah 3:1-4 describe sin as a state of heart; as corruption, vileness and filth? In what sense are we like Joshua the High Priest before a Holy God?

6. How should a deeper understanding our fallenness help you develop a deeper appreciation of the grace of God? (See Q4) What are your natural inclinations towards trusting in your own merits or despairing of your demerits? (See Q5)
“To the extent that you are clinging to any vestiges of self-righteousness or are putting any confidence in your own spiritual attainments, to that degree you are not living by grace of God in your life.” Transforming Grace, pg. 36

How do you respond to the quote above and how do you think we can we live by the grace of God to a greater extent in our daily lives?


Ideas for prayer groups: Talk about how this study has influenced your understanding of grace and challenged your natural inclination to live as though God’s grace makes up for what is lacking in our good works. Pray for one another as we seek to trust wholly in the grace of God and not in ourselves.
Weekly memory verses: Romans 3:22-24
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QUOTE 1 One of the best kept secrets among Christians today is this: Jesus paid it all. I mean all. He not only purchased your forgiveness of sins and your ticket to heaven, He purchased every blessing and every answer to prayer you will ever receive. Every one of them – no exceptions. Why is this such a well-kept secret? For one thing, we are afraid of this truth. We are afraid to tell even ourselves that we don’t have to work anymore, the work is all done. We are afraid that it we really believe this, we will slack off in our Christian duties. But the deeper core issue is that we don’t really believe we are still [spiritually] bankrupt. Having come into God’s kingdom by grace alone solely on the merit of Another, we’re now trying to pay our own way by our performance. We declared only temporary bankruptcy; we are trying to live by good works rather than by grace. 

Transforming Grace, pg.18
QUOTE 2 Many years ago I was driven to the conclusion that the two major causes of most emotional problems among evangelical Christians are these: the failure to understand, receive, and live out God’s unconditional grace and forgiveness; and the failure to give that unconditional love, forgiveness, and grace to other people…We read, we hear, we believe a good theology of grace. But that’s not the way we live. The good news of the Gospel of grace has not penetrated the level of our emotions. 

Quoted in ‘What is so amazing about Grace?’ pg. 15
QUOTE 3 Grace is God’s free and unmerited favour shown to guilty sinners who deserve only judgement. It is the love of God shown to the unlovely. It is God reaching downward to people who are in rebellion against Him. Grace stands in direct opposition to any supposed worthiness on our part. Transforming Grace, pg. 21

QUOTE 4 To say the grace of God makes up the difference of what God requires of us is like comparing 2 people’s attempts to leap across the Grand Canyon. The canyon averages about 9 miles in width from rim to rim. Suppose one person could leap out about 30ft from the edge while another can leap only 6ft. What difference does it make? Sure. One person can leap 5 times as far as the other, but relative to 9m (47,520 ft) it makes no difference…Both leaps are absolutely worthless for crossing the canyon. And when God built a bridge across the “Grand Canyon” of our sin, He didn’t stop 30ft or even 6ft from our side. He built the bridge all the way. Transforming Grace pg. 28
QUOTE 5 The first and possibly fundamental characteristic of divine grace is that it presupposes sin and guilt. Grace has meaning only when men are seen as fallen, unworthy of salvation, and liable to eternal wrath. Grace does not contemplate sinners merely as undeserving but as ill-deserving…It is not simply that we do not deserve grace; we do deserve hell! The Grandeur of God, pg. 124
QUOTE 6 Grace ceases to be grace if God is compelled to bestow it in the presence of human merit…Grace ceases to be grace if God is compelled to withdraw it in the presence of human demerit…[Grace] is treating a person without the slightest reference to desert whatsoever, but solely according to the infinite goodness and sovereign purpose of God.

The Grandeur of God, pg. 125

Romans 5:20-21 20…But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Romans 3:21-25 21But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished
1 Pet 5:10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.

John 1:14,16 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth…16From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 

Matthew 20:1-16 1"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. 2He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 3"About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4He told them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.' 5So they went. "He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 6About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, 'Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?' 7" 'Because no one has hired us,' they answered. "He said to them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard.' 8"When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.' 9"The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. 10So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 12'These men who were hired last worked only one hour,' they said, 'and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.' 13"But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? 14Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15Don't I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?' 16"So the last will be first, and the first will be last."

Romans 8:32,9:20-21 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? … 9:20-21 20But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? "Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, 'Why did you make me like this?' " 21Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use?


Aims of the study: Having thought about our hopeless position and our desperate need of grace, we are now going to explore just how amazing this grace really is. Our condition was hopeless but God intervened in grace; ‘it is by grace you have been saved’ (Eph 2:5)
BY HIS GRACE

1. What do you think is so amazing about grace? In Rom 3:21-25 what do you think Paul means when he says, ‘justified freely by His grace’? What is the difference between being declared “not guilty” and being declared “righteous”? (See Q1) How does the concept of atonement (see also NIV footnote) help us to understand God’s amazing grace?
2. How do the following references help us to deepen our appreciation of just how amazing God’s grace really is? Look at the context of each reference and try to understand what it is that these pictures are teaching us about God’s grace.
· ‘He does not treat us as our sins deserve’ and He has removed our transgressions as far as the east is from the west (Ps 103:9-12)

· Behind His back (Isaiah 38:17)

· Hurled into the Sea (Micah 7:19)

· Blotted from the Records and remembered no more (Isaiah 43:25, see also Q2)

· No Condemnation (Romans 8:1)

· Free from Accusation (Colossians 1:21-22)

EXPERIENCING GRACE 
3. Peter describes God as the “God of all grace” (1 Pet 5:10). How do the following passages help us understand why Peter can make this statement? Luke 5:4-6, Matt 14:29-30, 16:23, 26:35, 69-75, Jn 18:10-11, 21:15-25, Gal 2:11-14 (See also Q4)
How does Peter’s experience of grace encourage you? How have you experienced God as the “God of all grace” throughout the ups and downs of your walk with Him?
4. If God’s grace is so amazing why do we not experience this endless supply of ‘grace upon grace’ (Jn 1:16)? What would be different if (a) we really believed God was good, generous and willing to lavish His blessings on us (Eph 1:3, Phil 4:19) and (b) we stopped trying to live by merit, which causes us to miss the superabundance of His grace?

THE GRACIOUS LANDOWNER (MATT 20:1-16)

5. What is the context to this parable (See 19:16-30)? What was Jesus trying to teach Peter? How does the parable illustrate the lavish generosity and grace of God? (See Q3) 

6. How do you think that the different groups of workers felt about what they were given? Do you think it was unfair that the landowner gave all of the workers the same reward? (See also Q5 and Romans 9:20-21) Which group of workers do you identify with most?

Ideas for prayer groups: Share your thoughts about how you have experienced God’s grace. Pray that you would know and experience God and His grace more deeply
Weekly memory verse: Romans 5:20-21
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QUOTE 1 Under God’s grace, the extent or quality of our law-keeping is not an issue. Instead, those who have faith in Jesus Christ “are justified freely by his grace” (v24). To be justified means more than to be declared “not guilty”. It actually means to be declared righteous before God. It means God has imputed or charged the guilt of our sin to His Son, Jesus Christ, and has imputed or credited Christ’s righteousness to us.

Transforming Grace, pg. 40-41
QUOTE 2 Forgetting is passive and is something that we human beings, not being omniscient, do. “Not remembering” is active; it is a promise whereby one person (in this case God) determines not to remember the sins of another against him.  To “not remember” is simply a graphic way of saying, “I will not bring up these matters to you or others in the future.” From Forgiven to Forgiving, pg. 18
QUOTE 3 The generosity and the magnanimity of God are so great that he accepts nothing from us without rewarding it beyond all computation…The vast disproportion existing between our work and God’s reward of it already displays His boundless grace, to say nothing of the gift of salvation which is made before we have even begun to do any work. The interpretation of Matthew, pg 758 

QUOTE 4 Peter had personally experienced what Paul described: “But where sin increased grace increased all the more” (Rom 5:20). The translation “increased all the more” probably does not capture completely the contrast Paul was seeking to convey between the results of sin and the effects of grace. Noted Bible commentators R.C. H. Lenski and John Murray both use the term superabounding to describe the riches of God’s grace as Paul represented it in Rom 5:20. So, a good translation would be “But where sin abounded, grace superabounded” … That is what Peter experienced, his failures and his sins abounded. There is no question about that but however much his sin increased, God’s grace increased all the more. It superabounded. God blessed Peter, not in spite of his sins, but without regard to his sins. That is the way his grace operates. It looks not to our sins or even to our good deeds but only to the merit of Christ. 

Transforming Grace, pg. 64-65
QUOTE 5 I believe Jesus is asserting the sovereign prerogative of God to dispense His favours as He pleases. I don’t think His statement, “So the last will be first, and the first will be last” is to be taken in an absolute sense as if this would always be the case; rather, there is often no apparent correlation between what one seemingly “deserves” and what he or she receives. Remember, the whole point of the parable is to respond to Peter’s attitude as expressed in the words of R.C.H. Lenski: “The more we do, the more we earn, and the more God owes us.” If we are to succeed in living by grace, we must come to terms with the fact that God is sovereign in dispensing His gracious favours, and He owes us no explanation when His actions do not correspond with our system of merits… We are left without grounds for grumbling about the treatment we receive from God. God never becomes obligated to us so He can always say to us, “Friend, I am not being unfair to you” (Matt 20:13). At the same time God reserves the right to treat each of us differently, bestowing blessings as He sovereignly chooses. In the words of the landowner, God says to us “Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?” (v15).  Transforming Grace, pg. 83-84


Romans 12:1 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 7:1   514For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again …71Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.
1 John 4:10,19 10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins…19We love because he first loved us.

1 John 5:2-3 2This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome…

John 14:15,21,23 15"If you love me, you will obey what I command…21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."....23Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.

Romans 13:8-10 8Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellow-man has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not covet, and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: Love your neighbour as yourself. 10Love does no harm to its neighbour. Therefore love is the fulfilment of the law.

Eph 2:15 …by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace…
Galatians 3:10-13,5:1   310All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law. 11Clearly no-one is justified before God by the law, because, The righteous will live by faith. 12The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, The man who does these things will live by them.13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree... 51It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
Matthew 5:17-18 17Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. 18I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 

Romans 7:12,22,25 12So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good…22For in my inner being I delight in God's law…25Thanks be to God— through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.


Aims of the study: Having thought about our need of God’s grace and just how amazing that grace really is, we now look at the consequences of grace: how does grace motivate us to live for God and how do we understand the relationship between grace and law?
GRACE AND DUTY
1. Q1&2 assert that a true understanding of grace will lead to misunderstandings. How do you understand this to be true? Scripture recognises this potential as well: looking at the following in context; how might grace be misunderstood, misinterpreted or abused?
Rom 6:1-2,15 (anticipates the question ‘shall we go on sinning so grace will increase’)
Galatians 5:13 (warns not to use our freedom to indulge the sinful nature)
Jude 4 (speaks of godless men who change grace into a licence for immorality)
2. Paul spends 11 chapters teaching the gospel of grace to the Christians in Rome and then in 12:1 he asks them for a response. What do you understand such a response to be and/or to look like? In 2 Cor 5:14-15, how in practice does Christ’s love compel us to live for Him? On what basis does Paul ask for such responses?
3. What are the consequences of being motivated by gratitude/love, duty/obligation, or reverence (see also 2 Cor 7:1)? In what sense should a heartfelt understanding of grace lead not to ‘licence’ but to a ‘desire to please God’? (See also Q3&4)

In our own lives what does and what should motivate us to serve God and be obedient to Him? (E.g. giving (see 2 Cor 8:9-15), quiet times, prayer etc) How can you renounce merit-orientated motivators at work in your lives?
GRACE AND OBEDIENCE
4. If God’s love was conditional upon our obedience (contrary to Q5) what would be the consequences? How do you understand the relationship between living by grace and loving God expressed through obedience? (See 1 Jn 4:10,19, 5:2-3, Jn 14:15,21,23)
5. As those who are under grace, does God require (expressing how He we are to live) or merely desire (expressing how He would like us to live) for us to obey His law? (See Q6) What is the difference in between these concepts?
6. How do you respond to the assertion that the principle of love (see Rom 13:8-10) has replaced the OT principle of law? How does the idea that God is love (1 Jn 4:8) and the idea that the law reflects God’s character bring these concepts together?
In what sense did Jesus ‘abolish in his flesh the law’ (Eph 2:15) and ‘redeem us from the curse of the law’ (Gal 3:10-13)? Compare with Matt 5:17-18 and Rom 7:12,22,25. How does the concept of God’s law fit with the freedom that we have in Christ (Gal 5:1)?
Ideas for prayer groups: Share and pray together about what God has been saying to you about what it means to make grace your motivator to live a godly life.
Weekly memory verse: 2 Corinthians 5:14-15
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QUOTE 1 The true preaching of the gospel of salvation by grace alone always leads to the possibility of this charge being brought against it. There is no better test as to whether a man is really preaching the NT gospel of salvation than this, that some people might misunderstand it and misinterpret it to mean that it really amounts to this, that because you are saved by grace alone it does not matter at all what you do; you can go on sinning as much as you like because it will redound all the more to the glory of grace. Romans: An exposition of Chapter 6, The New Man, pg. 8
QUOTE 2 Paul realised his unqualified presentation of the grace of God left him open to being misunderstood. Paul himself knew that his insistence on the pure grace of God without any admixture of commitment or discipline or obedience on our part could cause us to misunderstand him. He knew his readers could respond with this attitude. “Well, if that’s true, let’s go out and sin all we want. The more we sin, the more we cause God’s grace to abound.” This type of response is always a possibility. In fact, if our concept of grace does not expose us to that possible misunderstanding, then we do not thoroughly understand grace. I believe it is because we are afraid of this attitude that we often change the doctrine of grace into a doctrine of works. Transforming Grace, pg. 88
QUOTE 3 …Just as the preaching of justification by grace is open to misunderstanding, so is the teaching of living by grace. The solution to this problem is not to add legalism to grace. Rather the solution is to be so gripped by the magnificence and boundless generosity of God’s grace that we respond out of gratitude rather than out of a sense of duty. As Steven Brown said, “The problem isn’t that we made the gospel too good. The problem is that we didn’t make it good enough.” We have loaded down the gospel of grace in Christ with lots of “ought’s … “I ought to be more committed, more disciplined, more obedient.” When we think or teach this way, we are substituting duty and obligation for a loving response to God’s grace.” Transforming Grace, pg. 90
QUOTE 4 A lawdriver insists with threats and penalties; a preacher of grace lures and incites with divine goodness and compassion shown to us; for he wants no unwilling works and reluctant services, he wants joyful & delightful services of God.  Martin Luther
QUOTE 5 Grace means that there is nothing we can do to make God love us more – no amount of spiritual activities, no amount of knowledge gained, no amount of campaigning on behalf of righteous causes. And grace means there is nothing we can do to make God love us less.  What is so amazing about grace? pg. 70

QUOTE 6 The law of God, viewed as commands to be obeyed, should actually promote living by grace. When we view God’s commands as optional - or think that as God’s children we are no longer under the law as a moral requirement – we subtly slip into a works mentality. If obedience to God’s law is optional, then in our minds we begin to accumulate merit or extra points. “After all, we didn’t have to obey so we must gain some merit by voluntary obedience.” Transforming Grace, pg 110

1 Corinthians 1:30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.

Hebrews 10:9-10,14-17 9Then he said, "Here I am, I have come to do your will." He sets aside the first to establish the second. 10And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all ... 14by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. 15The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 16"This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds."17Then he adds: "Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more."
Ezekiel 36:26-27 26I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.

Romans 7:4-6 4So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God. 5For when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death. 6But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code. 
Rom 320Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin…614For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace... 77What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, "Do not covet." 8But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For apart from law, sin is dead.
Philippians 2:12-13 12Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed … continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
Galatians 5:1,13 1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery … 13You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.

Rom 14:1-6 1Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. 2One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. 4Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 5One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 


Aims of the study: We are now going to explore the multi-faceted concept of holiness as a gift of God’s grace to us and consider what it means to have ‘freedom in Christ’ and guard against being ‘burdened again by a yoke of slavery’ (quoted from Gal 5:1). 
GOD’S GIFT OF HOLINESS
1. What is holiness? Hebrews 10 says ‘we have been made holy’ (v10) and that we are being made holy (v14); how can both be true? (See also Eph 1:4, Col 1:22) In what sense has Jesus become our righteousness, holiness and redemption (1 Cor 1:30)? 
2. What is God’s ultimate goal for our lives? (See also Rom 8:29, 2 Cor 3:18, Tit 2:14, Rom 12:2) Both our holy standing before God (instantaneous) and the Spirit’s sanctifying work in our lives (a process) come to us by God’s grace. What do Heb 10:16-17 and Ezekiel 36:26-27 teach us about these different dimensions of holiness? (See also Q1)
How do you understand what Paul says in Rom 7:4-8 that we died to the law (v4), to that which once bound us (v6)? What do Rom 3:20, 6:14 & 7:7-8 say about the role of the law and how do they help us understand what it means to have died to it? (Q2 & App 2)
3. How would you distinguish the role that we play in the process of growing in holiness from the role of the Holy Spirit? (See Phil 2:12-13, Rom 12:2, 2 Cor 3:18) We are told to put on 14 character traits in Gal 5:22-23 & Col 3:12-15; in practice how do we show responsibility to clothe ourselves with these things while depending on the Holy Spirit?
CALLED TO BE FREE
4. How would you define legalism? How would you respond to Jerry Bridges definition in Q3? In Galatians 5 Paul says we were called to be free and exhorts us to stand firm in that freedom. In what sense does legalism impinge upon our freedom?
5. What “moral fences” do you observe either in yourself or in others which keep ourselves from committing certain sins? (Q4) How might these tempt us to become legalistic? How do we guard our freedom from other people’s fences and ensure that our fences do not impinge against another’s freedom?
6. Romans 14 raises the question of ‘disputable matters’ and the fact that the believers in Rome had different opinions on issues such as food (v2-4) and sacred days (v5-6). Where do such opinions originate from? How can we ensure that our opinions on such matters do not unhelpfully bind the consciences of others? (See Romans 14, esp. v13,19,22)
How could some of the positive aspects of our faith such as spiritual disciplines or seeking the advice of others impinge upon our freedom? (Spiritual disciplines were made for man, not man for spiritual disciplines) How can we address the issue of balance between being disciplined and not becoming legalistic?  What practical suggestions can people share?
Ideas for prayer groups: Praise God for His grace expressed through His gift of holiness. Talk and pray about pray about this whole area of freedom, sharing what you find helpful and what you struggle with. Ask God to help you to “make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification” (Romans 14:19)
Weekly memory verses: Ezekiel 36:26-27 
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QUOTE 1 One of the best descriptions of this initial act of God in sanctification is found in Ezekiel 36:26-27 where God makes a gracious promise. Note the changes God brings about in our inner being when He saves us. He gives us a new heart and puts a new spirit within us – a spirit that loves righteousness and hates sin. He puts His own Spirit within us and moves us to follow His decrees and keep His law; that is, God gives us a growing desire to obey Him. We no longer have an aversion to the commands of God, even though we may not always obey them. Instead of being irksome to us, they have now become agreeable to us. Transforming Grace, pg. 129
QUOTE 2 All believers have died to the law, whether we recognise it or not. But the sad fact is, many believers do not recognise it or are unwilling to accept it because, to them, it seems too good to be true. All too often we who are believers living in the realm of grace, live out our daily lives as if we were still living under the bondage of the law. And to the extent we live that way, we are still serving the old way of the written code and not in the new way of the Spirit. I am convinced that the sinful nature still present within every believer tends toward a legalistic spirit as much as it tends towards sin. The sinful nature despises the righteousness that comes by faith in Christ as much as it despises the righteousness that comes from obeying God’s law. If we are going to serve in the newness of the Spirit, we must resist the legalistic spirit of trying to “live by the law” as vigorously and persistently as we do temptations to sin. Transforming Grace, pg. 135
QUOTE 3 Legalism is, first of all, anything we do or don’t do in order to earn favour with God. It is concerned with rewards to be gained or penalties to be avoided. This is a legalism we force on ourselves. Second, legalism insists on conformity to manmade religious rules and requirements, which are often unspoken but are nevertheless very real. To use a more common expression, it requires conformity to the “do’s and don’ts” of our particular Christian circle. We force this legalism on others or allow others to force it on us. It is conformity to how other people think we should live instead of how the Bible tells us to live. More often that not, these rules have no valid biblical basis. Like the Pharisees, we have tried to “help” God by adding our manmade rules to His commands. Jesus’ charge against the Pharisees, recorded in Mark 7:6-8 is still valid today: “ ‘These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.’ You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men.” This may seem like a rather severe charge to bring against contemporary Christianity, but it is true today. There are far too many instances within Christendom where our traditions and rules are, in practice more important than God’s commands. Transforming Grace, pg. 144-145
QUOTE 4 The Pharisees were desperately determined to not break the laws of God. Consequently they devised a system to keep them from even coming close to angering God. They contrived a “fence” of Pharisaic rules that, if man would keep them, would guarantee a safe distance between himself and the laws of God… The “fence” or “hedge” laws accumulated into hundreds over the years and were passed around orally. Soon it became apparent that they were far from optional. These laws became every inch as important as the scriptural laws and in some instances far more crucial. 
The Pharisees Guide to Total Holiness, pg. 8-9


2 Corinthians 12:7-10 7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 17-18 2Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 3He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD… 17You may say to yourself, My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me. 18But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.

2 Timothy 1:7-8, 2:1  17For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. 8So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God…21You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 3:7-8 7I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the working of his power. 8Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:9-10 9For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them— yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.

Romans 12:6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. 

1 Peter 4:10-11 10Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.    

2 Cor 4:1, 2:14-17, 3:5  41Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart… 214But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him. 15For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a task? 17Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men sent from God…35Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God.

Aims of the study: So far we have been studying grace defined as God’s unmerited favour to us through Jesus Christ. Now we are going to study a new dimension of grace as God’s divine assistance to us through the Holy Spirit 
HIS GRACE IS ENOUGH…IN WEAKNESS

1. Why was the ‘thorn’ given to Paul? What was its task and why did he need it (2 Cor 12:7-10)? Why is pride so opposed to grace? (James 4:6) Who gave the thorn to Paul? What can we infer about how the thorn affected Paul? (See Q1)
2. In what sense is the usage of ‘grace’ in 2 Cor 12 different from what we have previously studied? (See Q2) How would you summarise God’s response to Paul’s repeated plea and in what sense did Paul find God’s answer sufficient for his needs?
How did God cause the Israelites to depend utterly on Him in Deut 8:2-3? How does OR has God used extreme circumstances, hardship and our weaknesses to teach us to depend not on ourselves but on Him? How can we heed the warning of Deut 8:17-18?
3. How does the fact that the Greek verb “is sufficient” is also translated “will be content” (See 1 Tim 6:8) help us understand the sufficiency of grace? What lessons about God’s distribution of grace can we learn from the manna in Exodus 16:16-21? (See Q3)
If you have time have a look at some other passages which speak of the sufficiency of God’s grace; e.g.: Lam 3:19-23, Job 23:8-10, Psalm 13, Psalm 73 

It seems that Timothy’s weakness was timidity (2 Tim 1:7-8); what does Paul mean when he says “Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2:1)? How important is it for us to be strong and content in the grace of God? What should this look like in our lives?
HIS GRACE IS ENOUGH…IN UNWORTHINESS AND IN INADEQUACY 

4. What does Paul mean when he describes himself as the ‘least of all people’ (Eph 3:8) and the least of the apostles (1 Cor 15:9)? How do you respond to Paul’s sense of unworthiness both in himself and in his ministry? 
What do Rom 12:6 and 1 Peter 4:10-11 teach us about the relationship between God’s grace and spiritual gifts? (See Q4) Why is it so important and yet so hard to remember that we minister because of God’s mercy and not because of any worthiness on our part?

5. What does Paul mean when he says “But by the grace of God, I am what I am (1 Cor 15:10)? Can you identify with Paul’s feeling of inadequacy for the task that God had called him to (2 Cor 2:14-17, 3:5)? (See also Q5 & Q6)
6. In view of God’s grace, what is the relationship between grace and rewards? How do you respond to Augustine’s comment that “Our rewards in heaven are a result of God’s crowning His own gifts”? 
Ideas for prayer groups: Talk and pray about your experience of the sufficiency of God’s grace to meet all of your needs in your weakness, unworthiness and inadequacy. Praise God for the ministry, guidance, leading and enabling of His Holy Spirit. 
Weekly memory verse: 2 Corinthians 12:9
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QUOTE 1 Paul was no stranger to adversity. Paul spoke of his troubles, hardships, distresses, beatings, imprisonments, riots, hard work, sleepless nights, and hunger (2 Cor 6:4-5). Yet one particular affliction apparently caused him more pain and more grief than all the others combined…We have no idea what Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” was. It’s pointless to speculate. Whatever it was, it was probably a natural hindrance to his ministry. We do know it was a satanic attack, but it was given to him at the direction of the God whom he loved and served with all his heart. Paul had a unique experience, caught up to the “third heaven”, to God’s paradise, and had heard inexpressible things – things he was not permitted to tell. This rapturous experience, could have caused him to be filled with pride had he been left to himself. But God in His infinite wisdom and love for Paul did not leave him exposed to that temptation. Transforming Grace, pg. 164-165
QUOTE 2 Grace, as used in the NT expresses two related and complementary meanings. First, it is God’s unmerited favour to us through Christ whereby salvation and all other blessings are freely given to us. Second, it is God’s divine assistance to us through the Holy Spirit. Obviously the second meaning is encompassed in the first because the aid of the Spirit is one of the “all other blessings” given to us through Christ. We distinguish these two aspects of grace, however, because the first focuses on God’s grace as the source of all blessings, whereas the second focuses on God’s grace expressed specifically as the work of the Holy Spirit within us. Transforming Grace, pg. 167
QUOTE 3 So He [God] supplies perfectly measured grace to meet the needs of the godly. For daily needs there is daily grace; for sudden needs, sudden grace; for overwhelming needs, overwhelming grace. God’s grace is given wonderfully, but not wastefully; freely but not foolishly; bountifully but not blindly. Truth for Life: James Commentary, pg 268

QUOTE 4 The specific basis of Paul’s thanksgiving in 1 Cor 1:4 is God’s “grace given you in Christ Jesus.” Commonly this is viewed as a thanksgiving for grace as such, i.e., the gracious outpouring of God’s mercy in Christ toward the undeserving. However, for Paul charis (“grace”) very often is closely associated with charisma/charismata (“gift/gifts”) and in such instances refers to concrete expressions of God’s gracious activity in his people. Indeed the word “grace” itself denoted these concrete manifestations, the “graces” (gifts), of God’s grace. New International Commentary on the NT, pg. 37

QUOTE 5 Yet the duties God requires of us are not in proportion to the strength we possess in ourselves. Rather, they are proportional to the resources available to us in Christ. We do not have the ability in ourselves to accomplish the least of God’s tasks. This is the law of grace. When we recognise it is impossible for us to perform a duty in our own strength, we will. Discover the secret of its accomplishment. But alas, this is a secret we often fail to discover. Sin & Temptation, pg. 99
QUOTE 6 A school board interviewing men and women for the position of principle should look for evidence of sterling character (worthiness) and professional competence (adequacy). Some might be worthy but not competent; others competent, but not worthy. The board must insist on both. But God insists on neither. Instead He glories in calling into His service people who are neither worthy not adequate. He makes them worthy in Christ alone, never in themselves. Then He makes them adequate through the mighty working of His Spirit within them. Transforming Grace, pg. 195

Hebrews 415For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are— yet was without sin.16Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need … 724 but because Jesus lives for ever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them … 1019Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.

Acts 20:24,32 24However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace … 32Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

1 Peter 5:5-6 5...All of you, clothe yourselves with humility towards one another, because, God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.

Heb 12:5-7,10 5And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." 7Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 10Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.
Ephesians 3:2-3 2Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me for you, 3that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation…

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 9Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: 10If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no-one to help him up!

Colossians 3:12-15 12Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.
Galatians 5:22-23 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

Titus 2:11-12 11For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to say No to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self- controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age…

Aims of the study: Our final study looks at what it means to appropriate grace; ‘taking possession of’ the divine strength God has made available to us in Christ (prayer, word, submission to His providence and the ministry of others) and to clothe ourselves with His garments of grace (gratitude, contentment, humility, forbearance and forgiveness). 
APPROPRIATING GRACE

1. In Study 4 we thought about the need to be active rather than passive, in seeking to ‘take hold of’ or appropriate grace (2 Tim 2:1). Why do you think that we need to be active in doing so? In practice what does it look like to appropriate God’s grace? (See Q1)
2. Prayer – What does Heb 4:15-16 teach us about appropriating God’s grace through prayer? Why can we approach the throne of grace with confidence (Heb 7:24-25, 10:19-22)? What difference does it make that Jesus is our High Priest? (See also Q2)
3. Word of Grace – In Acts 20:32 what does Paul mean when he refers to “the word of His grace”? (See Q3) How does God’s word help us to understand and appropriate God’s grace in our lives? (See also Rom 15:4-5, Eph 6:17, Psalm 27:4 & 119:11)
4. Submission to God’s providential workings in our lives – In what ways can we become proud, angry or even rebellious against what God is doing in our lives? How did Joseph (Gen 45:8, 50:20) and Job (Job 1:21, 2:10, 42:1-3, 12) demonstrate humility as they saw God’s hand at work in their lives? 
In what sense are trials and hardship evidence not of God’s desertion but evidence of His Fatherly discipline and care (see Hebrews 12:5-7,10, & Q4)? What do you think it looks like to submit to God’s discipline? (See also Lamentations 3:31-32)
5. Administering Grace to one another – How can we administer grace (Eph 3:2-3) or be channels of grace to one another? In what practical ways can we help each other to appropriate grace for ourselves? (See also Ecc 4:9-10 and Q5) Who ministers to us?
GARMENTS OF GRACE

6. Why is it so important that Paul grounds his exhortation to the Colossians (to clothe themselves with Christlike virtues / fruit of the Spirit) on the grace of God (Col 3:12-15, Gal 2:22-23)? How does grace teach us to ‘say no to ungodliness’? (Titus 2:11-12)
How will these ‘garments of grace’ (esp. gratitude, contentment, humility, forbearance and forgiveness) help us extend God’s grace to others? Talk about them one by one, ensuring that you understand what they mean and try to find steps to grow in them.
Ideas for prayer groups: Talk and pray together about these concepts of appropriating grace and clothing ourselves with garments of grace. Try to be open and talk deeply about your struggles, and try to minister grace to one another. Ask God to transform you by His grace, helping you to live by His grace and extend His grace to others (See Q6).
Weekly memory verses: Hebrews 14:15-16
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QUOTE 1 The basic meaning of the word appropriate is ‘to take possession of’, and that is what we do when we appropriate God’s grace. We take possession of the divine strength He has made available to us in Christ. To use an analogy, we draw on an inexhaustible bank account, the account of God’s grace. Now there are times when the Spirit works in a sovereign way in our lives, apart from any appropriating activity on our part, but more often He expects us to act to appropriate His grace. To this end, He has provided 4 principle means of doing so: prayer, His Word, submission to His providential workings in our lives, and the ministry of others. Transforming Grace, pg. 211

QUOTE 2 I believe all of us need to grasp more fully what it means to come to the throne of grace. We need to grasp in the depth of our souls what it means that we do have a High Priest, Jesus, who is able and disposed to sympathise with our weaknesses. Above all, we simply need to go to the throne of grace to find the grace to help in time of need. Transforming Grace, pg. 216

QUOTE 3 How do we know God’s grace is sufficient for our particular “thorns”? How do we come to a proper understanding of what it means to live or minister “by the grace of God”? How do we learn about the “throne of grace” where we receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need? Where do we learn that God is the gracious landowner who gives us far more than we deserve? The answer to all these questions is the Scriptures. That is why Scripture is called the Word of His grace. God uses Scripture to mediate His grace to us. R.C.H. Lenski said, “God and the Word of His grace always go together; God lets His grace flow out through that Word”. Transforming Grace, pg. 218
QUOTE 4 God has thoughts of love in all He does to His people. The ground of His dealings with us is love (though the occasions may be sin), the manner of His dealings is love, and the purpose of His dealings is love. He has regard, in all, to our good here, to make us partakers of His holiness, and to our glory hereafter, to make us partakers of His glory. The True Bounds of Christian Freedom, pg. 25
QUOTE 5 We should store up a few bosom friends against the day when we need them to be God’s ministers of grace to us. Usually when we think of the ministry of grace to one another, we think of the initiative being with the person who will be the minister. But the initiative is often with the one who has a need. We have to admit our need and give the other person “permission” to minister to us. We have to, in some way, communicate that we are not only willing to share our needs but are willing to be ministered to. Transforming Grace, pg, 230

QUOTE 6 We must begin and end by recognising our spiritual bankruptcy if we are to experience the joy of living by God’s transforming grace. So I invite you and urge you to lay aside any remnant of self-goodness you may think you still have. Admit your total spiritual bankruptcy, and drink deeply from the infinite grace of God. And then in deep awareness of what you have received, extend that same spirit of grace to others. Transforming Grace, pg 254

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now, I see.

T'was Grace that taught,
my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that Grace appear,
the hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares,
we have already come.
T'was Grace that brought us safe thus far,
and Grace will lead us home.

The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be,
as long as life endures.

When we've been here ten thousand years -
bright shining as the sun.
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
then when we've first begun.

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now, I see.

Amazing Grace, John Newton (1725-1807), written 1772 and published 1779 

He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater;

He sendeth more grace when the labours increase;

To added afflictions he addeth his mercy,

To multiplied trials, his multiplied peace.

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,

When our strength has failed ere the day is half done;

When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,

Our Father’s full giving is only begun

His love has no limits, his grace has no measure;

His power has no boundary known unto men;

For out of his infinite riches in Jesus,

He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again

“He Giveth more Grace”, Annie Johnson Flint



The new way of the Spirit is not a new and less rigorous ethic than the old way of the law. The difference does not lie in the content of the moral will of God. Since that is a reflection of the holy character of God, it cannot change. Rather, the difference lies in the reason to obey and in the ability with which to obey. Rom 7:6 gets right to heart of what it means to live by grace. For serving in the new way of the Spirit is the same as living by grace instead of works. Although it is clearly God’s design that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, far too many Christians still serve in the old way of the law. Consider the following contrasts between the old way of the law and the new way of the Spirit:

Old Way of Law

1. External Code – The moral precepts of God are only and external code of conduct. The law commands obedience but provides no inclination or desire to obey. 

2. Commanding – The law commands but gives no enabling power for obedience.
3. Hostility – Because of our hostility to God’s law before our conversion, the commands of the law actually provoked and incited us to sin.

4. Fear – The law produces a legalistic response to God. We try to obey because of a fear of punishment for disobedience or in order to win favour with God. 

5. Working – Under the law, we perform in order to be accepted by God. Since our performance is always imperfect, we never feel completely accepted by Him. Thus, in our Christian life, we always work from a position of weakness. We work to be accepted, but feel we never quite make it.

New Way of the Spirit

1. Internal Desire - The moral precepts of God are written on our hearts as well as being an external code. The Spirit inclines our hearts and gives us a desire to obey. 

2. Enabling – The Spirit enables us to obey the law’s commands.

3. Delight – The Spirit, by removing our hostility and writing the law on our hearts, actually causes us to delight in God’s law.

4. Gratitude – The Spirit, by showing us God’s grace, produces a response of love and gratitude. We obey, not out of fear or to earn favour, but out of gratitude for favour already given.
5. Relying – The Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are accepted by God through the merit of Christ. By relying solely on His perfect righteousness, we feel accepted by Him. Thus, in our Christian life, we work from a position of strength, because we have been accepted through Jesus, and through Him, we have “made it.”

Look back over the five contrasts, asking yourself, “Am I serving under the old way of a written code, or under the new way of the Spirit.” I’m not asking, “Are you a Christian?” I’m asking how you view God’s law and God’s grace. Are you seeking to build and maintain your relationship with Him on the basis of “keeping the law”, that is on the basis of your personal performance, or on the basis of the merit of Jesus Christ.

Transforming Grace, Jerry Bridges, pg 132-134


I am Accepted

I am God's child - John 1:12

I am Christ's friend - John 15:15

I have been justified - Romans 5:1

I have been united with the Lord, and am one spirit with Him - 1 Cor 6:7

I have been bought at a price I belong to God - 1 Cor 6:19-20

I am a member of Christ's body - 1 Cor 12:27

I have been adopted as God's child - Eph 2:18

I have been redeemed and forgiven of all my sins - Col 1:14

I am complete in Christ - Col 2:10

I am Secure

I am free forever from condemnation - Rom 8:1

I am assured that all things work together for good - Rom 8:28

I am free from any condemning charge against me - Rom 8:35-39

I cannot be separated from the love of God - Rom 8:35-39

I have been established, anointed and sealed by God - 2 Cor 1:21-22

I am hidden with Christ in God - Col 3:3

I am confident that the good work that God has begun in me will be perfected - Phil 1:6

I am a citizen of heaven - now - Phil 3:20

I have not been given a spirit of fear but of power, love and a sound mind - 2 Tim 1:7

I can find grace and mercy to help in times of need - Heb 4:16

I am born of God and the evil one cannot touch me - 1 John 5:18

I am Significant

I am the salt and light of the earth - Matt 5:13-14

I am a branch of the True Vine, a channel of His life - John 15:1-5

I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit - John 15:16

I am a personal witness of Christ - Acts 1:18

I am God's temple - 1 Cor 3:16

I am a minister of reconciliation for God - 2 Cor 5:17-21

I am God's co-worker - 1 Cor 3:9; 2 Cor 6:1

I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realm - Eph 2:6

I am God's workmanship - Eph 2:10

I may approach God with freedom and confidence - Eph 3:12

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me - Phil 4:13

I am Loved

Even if I am His enemy He loves me – Matthew 5:44,45

Only my will, not my guilt can keep me from His love – Luke 13:34

Because I believe Christ, He loves me – John 16:27

I am loved with all He had when I was the worst I could be - Romans 5:8

He loves me so much and He calls me His child – 1 John 3:1

I am loved yet He will rebuke and discipline me – Rev 3:19

I am His great delight and He rejoices over me - Zephaniah 3:17

My face is beautiful and my voice lovely to Him - Song of Songs 2:14

I have been upheld by Him since my conception and will be until my old age - Is 46:3,4

I am engraved on the palms of His hands – Isaiah 49:15,16

I am fearfully and wonderfully made, He knows me intimately - Psalm 139:14,15

From The Bondage Breaker, Dr Neil T Anderson, pg 44

Once there were five sons who lived in a mountain castle with their father. The eldest was an obedient son, but his four younger brothers were rebellious. Their father had warned them of the river, but they had not listened. He had begged them to stay clear of the bank lest they be swept downstream, but the river’s lure was too strong. 


Each day the four rebellious brothers ventured closer and closer until one son dared to reach in and feel the waters. “Hold my hand so I won’t fall in,” he said, and his brothers did. But when he touched the water, the current yanked him and the other three into the rapids and rolled them down the river. Over the rocks they bounced, through the channels they roared, on the swells they rode. Their cries for help were lost in the rage of the river. Though they fought to gain their balance, they were powerless against the strength of the current. After hours of struggle, they surrendered to the pull of the river. The waters finally dumped them on the bank in a strange land, in a distant country, in a barren place. 


Savage people dwelt in the land. It was not safe like their home. Cold winds chilled the land. It was not warm like their home. Rugged mountains marked the land. It was not inviting like their home.


Though they did not know where they were, of one fact they were sure; they were not intended for this place. For a long time the four sons lay on the bank, stunned at their fall and not knowing where to turn. After some time they gathered their courage and re-entered the waters, hoping to walk upstream. But the current was too strong. They attempted to walk along the river’s edge, but the terrain was too steep. They considered climbing the mountains, but the peaks were too high. Besides, they didn’t know the way. 


Finally, they built a fire and sat down. “We shouldn’t have disobeyed our father,” they admitted. “We are a long way from home.” With the passage of time the sons learned to survive in the strange land. They found nuts for food and killed animals for skins. They determined not to forget their homeland not abandon hopes of returning. Each day they set about the task of finding food and building shelter. Each day they built a fire and told stories of their father and older brother. All four sons longed to see them again. 


Then one night, one brother failed to come to the fire. The others found him the next morning in the valley with the savages. He was building a hut of grass and mud. “I’ve grown tired of our talks,” he told them. “What good does it do to remember? Besides this land isn’t so bad. I will build a great house and settle here.” “But this isn’t home,” they objected. “No, but it is if you don’t think of the real one.” “But what of Father?” “What of him? He isn’t here. He isn’t near. Am I to spend forever waiting for his arrival? I’m making new friends; I’m learning new ways. If he comes, he comes, but I’m not holding my breath.” 


And so the other three left their hut-building brother and walked away. They continued to meet around the fire, speaking of home and dreaming of their return. Some days later a second brother failed to appear at the campfire. The next morning his siblings found him on a hillside staring at the hut of his brother. “How disgusting,” he told them as they approached. “Our brother is an utter failure. An insult to our family name. Can you imagine a more despicable deed? Building a hut and forgetting our father?” “What he’s doing is wrong,” agreed the youngest, “but what we did was wrong as well. We disobeyed. We touched the river. We ignored our father’s warnings.” “Well, we may have made a mistake or two, but compared to the sleaze in the hut, we are saints. Father will dismiss our sin and punish him.” “Come,” urged his two brothers, “return to the fire with us.” “No, I think I’ll keep an eye on our brother. Someone needs to keep a record of his wrongs to show Father.”

And so the two returned leaving one brother building and the other judging. The remaining two sons stayed near the fire, encouraging each other and speaking of home. Then one morning the youngest son awoke to find he was alone. He searched for his brother and found him near the river, stacking rocks. “It’s no use,” the rock-stacking brother explained as he worked. “Father won’t come for me. I must go to him. I offended him. I insulted him. I failed him. There is only one option. I will build a path back up the river and walk into our father’s presence. Rock upon rock I will stack until I have enough rocks to travel upstream to the castle. When he sees how hard I have worked and how diligent I have been, he will have no choice but to open the door and let me into his house.”

The last brother did not know what to say. He returned to sit by the fire, alone. One morning he heard a familiar voice behind him. “Father has sent me to bring you home.” The youngest lifted his eyes to see the face of his oldest brother. “you have come for us!” he shouted. For a long time the two embraced. “And your brothers?” the eldest finally asked. “One has made a home here. Another is watching him. The third is building a path up the river.” And so Firstborn set out to find his siblings. He went first to the thatched hut in the valley. “Go away, stranger!” screamed the brother through the window. “You are not welcome here!” “I have come to take you home.” “You have not. You have come to take my mansion.” “This is no mansion,” Firstborn countered. “This is a hut.” “It is a mansion! The finest in the lowlands, I built it with my own hands. Now, go away. You cannot have my mansion.” “Don’t you remember the house of your father?” “I have no father.” “You were born in a castle in a distant land where the air is warm and the fruit is plentiful. You disobeyed your father and ended up in this strange land. I have come to take you home.” 


The brother peered through the window at Firstborn as if recognising a face he’d remembered from a dream. But the pause was brief, for suddenly the savages in the house filled the window as well. “Go away, intruder!” they demanded. “This is not your home.” “You are right,” responded the firstborn son, “but neither is it his.” The eyes of the two brothers met again. Once more the hut-building brother felt a tug at his heart, but the savages had won his trust. “He just wants your mansion,” they cried. “Send him away!” And so he did. 

Firstborn sought the next brother. He didn’t have to walk far. On the hillside near the hut, within eyesight of the savages, sat the fault-finding son. When he saw Firstborn approaching, he shouted, “How good that you are here to behold the sin of our brother! Are you aware that he turned his back on the castle? Are you aware that he never speaks of home? I knew you would come. I have kept careful account of his deeds. Punish him! I will applaud your anger. He deserves it! Deal with the sins of our brother.” Firstborn spoke softly, “We need to deal with your sins first.” “My sins?” “Yes, you disobeyed Father. ”The son smirked and slapped at the air. “My sins are nothing. There is the sinner,” he claimed, pointing to the hut. “Let me tell you of the savages who stay there…” “I’d rather you tell me about yourself.” “Don’t worry about me. Let me show you who needs help,” he said, running toward the hut. “Come, we’ll peek in the windows. He never sees me. Let’s go together.” The son was at the hut before he noticed that Firstborn hadn’t followed him. 


Next, the eldest son walked to the river. There he found the last brother, knee deep in the water, stacking rocks. “Father has sent me to take you home.” The brother never looked up. “I can’t talk now. I must work.” “Father knows you have fallen. But he will forgive you…” “He may,” the brother interrupted, struggling to keep his balance against the current, “but I have to get to the castle first. I must build a pathway up the river. First, I will show him that I am worthy. Then I will ask for his mercy.” “He has already given his mercy. I will carry you up the river. You will never be able to build a pathway. The river is too long. The task is too great for you hands. Father sent me to carry you home. I am stronger.” 


For the first time the rock-building brother looked up. “How dare you speak with such irreverence! My father will not simply forgive. I have sinned. I have sinned greatly! He told us to avoid the river, and we disobeyed. I am a great sinner. I need much work.” “No, my brother, you don’t need much work. You need much grace. The distance between you and our father’s house is too great. You haven’t enough strength nor the stones to build the road. That is why our father sent me. He wants me to carry you home.” “Are you saying I can’t do it? Are you saying I’m not strong enough? Look at my work. Look at my rocks. Already I can walk five steps!” “but you have five million to go!” The younger brother looked at Firstborn with anger. “I know who you are. You are the voice of evil. You are trying to seduce me from my holy work. Get behind me, you serpent!” He hurled at Firstborn the rock he was about to place in the river. “Heretic!” screamed the path-builder. “Leave this land. You can’t stop me! I will build this walkway and stand before my father, and he will have to forgive me. I will win his favour. I will earn his mercy.”


Firstborn shook his head. “Favour won is no favour. Mercy earned is no mercy. I implore you, let me carry you up the river.” The response was another rock. So Firstborn turned and left. The youngest broth was waiting near the fire when Firstborn returned. “The others didn’t come?” “No. One chose to indulge, the other to judge, and the third to work. None of them chose our father.” “So they will remain here?” The eldest brother nodded slowly. “For now.” “And we will return to Father?” asked the brother. “Yes” “will he forgive me?” “Would he have sent me if he wouldn’t?” And so the younger brother climbed on the back of the Firstborn and began the journey home.
All 4 brothers heard the same invitation. Each had an opportunity to be carried home by the elder brother. The 1st said no, choosing a grass hut over his father’s house. The 2nd said no, preferring to analyse the mistakes of his brother rather than admit his own. The 3rd said no, thinking it wiser to make a good impression than an honest confession. And the 4th said yes, choosing gratitude over guilt. “I’ll indulge myself,” resolves one son. “I’ll compare myself,” opts another. “I’ll save myself,” determines the third. I’ll entrust myself to you,” decides the fourth. May I ask you a vital question? As you read of the brothers, which describes your relationship to God? Have you, like the 4th son, recognised your helplessness to make the journey home alone? Do you take the extended hand of your Father? Are you caught in the grip of his grace? Or are you like the other three sons.

Max Lucado, In the Grip of Grace, pg. 1-7

	Wk No.
	Date
	Bible Study & Prayer Groups 

6:30pm at 53 Harefield Road

	1
	Thurs 07 Jan
	B/S – Luke 19 – Parable of the Ten Minas

	2
	Thurs 14 Jan
	B/S – Luke 20 – Parable of the Tenants

	3
	Thurs 21 Jan
	EXAMS - Fun & Games Evening

	4
	Thurs 28 Jan
	EXAMS - B/S – Grace Study 1 – Our need of Grace

	Mon 1 to Fri 5 February - CU Events Week

	5
	Thurs 04 Feb
	NO GROUPS – CU EVENTS WEEK

	6
	Thurs 11 Feb
	B/S – Grace Study 2 – What is so amazing about Grace?

	7
	Thurs 18 Feb
	B/S – Grace Study 3 – Motivated by Grace

	8
	Thurs 25 Feb
	B/S – Grace Study 4 – The gift and freedom of Grace

	9
	Thurs 04 Mar
	B/S – Grace Study 5 – His Grace is enough

	Fri 5-7 Mar - NAVS Weekend Away – St Swithin’s (near Solihull)

	10
	Thurs 11 Mar
	B/S – Grace Study 6 – Finding Grace in our time of need

	11
	Thurs 18 Mar
	Sharing of God’s Grace to us - Testimonies Evening

	 Mon 22 Mar – Fri 19 Apr  – Easter Holidays


Other NAVS groups / Opportunities

“IGNITE” Discussion Group

7pm for food, Monday evenings at 53 Harefield Road (starting Mon 11 Jan)
“WIDSOM” Girls Discipleship Group
2pm Wednesday afternoons at 74 Kitchener Rd (starting Wed 6th January)
Guys / Girls Socials

As and when arranged

Prayer Breakfast

8am Wednesday mornings at 53 Harefield Road (starting Wed 6th January)

NAVS Sunday Lunch

Sunday Lunch with the NAVS at 53 Harefield Road (Sun 31st January)

Below are contact details for the Leadership team. We love meeting up people for a tea/coffee, chat about what is going on in our lives so please do ask us if we don’t ask you first!

If you would like a regular 1to1 with an older Christian from the group please speak to Jane and who is our 1to1 Co-ordinator this year.
Steve & Debs McClure (Team Leaders, Bible Study, NAVS Reps)

Home: 02380-677557; Mobile: 07852-233960

E-mail: steveanddebs@sotonnavs.org 

Jane Mitchell (1to1 Co-ordinator, NAVS Associate Rep)
Home: 02380-362894; Mobile: 07952-773428
E-mail: janemitchell100@hotmail.com
Holly & Steve (Treasurer, NAVS Associate Rep) Price

Home: 02380-581634; Mobile: 07834-528399
E-mail: steveandhollyprice@hotmail.com
Kashimana Tsumba (Evangelism, NAVS Connect worker)
Mobile: 07988-440038

E-mail: kashimana@sotonnavs.org 

Kate Marshall (Communications, NAVS Connect worker)
Mobile: 07752-870345


E-mail: kate@sotonnavs.org 

Patrick Noonan (Prayer Tsar, NAVS Connect worker)
Home: 02380-677557; Mobile: 07935-855304

E-mail: patrick@sotonnavs.org 

Kim Gordon (Food Co-ordinator)
Mobile: 07760-787820
E-mail: kimgordon1985@hotmail.com
Adam Collett (Music Guru)
Mobile: 07871-691908

E-mail: acollett@hotmail.co.uk
James Pritchard

Mobile: 07789-267259

E-mail: japritchard@gmail.com 

Lydia Clarke

Mobile: 07813-634612
E-mail: clarke_lydia@hotmail.com
Tim & Lowri Peters

Mobile: 07907-692861 OR 07769-309032
E-mail: timpeters1984@yahoo.com OR lowriwebb@gmail.com
NORWAY AND LATVIA DISICPLESHIP PROGRAMME 2010
Trip cost: Approx £950.00 all inclusive
Approx Dates: Mid June to mid July 2010 (Dates TBC)
Team size: 6-8 from the UK joining up with a team of 6-8 from the U.S.

Application Deadline: Fri 19 March 2010
BE PREPARED FOR

Spending extended time alone with God

Evangelism and Discipleship
Listening and learning from spiritual mentors
Hiking as a team in steep mountain terrain and sleeping in a variety of places/conditions

Joining in with sports activities in humidity 
Initiating relationships with other cultures
Living in close, intentional community
Stepping far, far out of your comfort zone![image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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NAVS Spring Weekend Away 2010





Venue: St Swithin’s, Barston village (near Solihull)





Seminars by Reps from Birmingham NAVS





When: Fri 05th March to Sun 07th March 2010





Cost: £40.00 (all inclusive of transport and food)





A chance to get away to a scenic location, relax and explore …..





Places really are limited (only 24 beds) - book your place now…
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“…grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and forever! Amen.” 2 Peter 3:18





“Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.” 1 Pet 1:13
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