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 “All this I have spoken while still with you. The Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 

John 14:25-26
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SOTON NAVS 2011  

	Wk No.
	Date
	Bible Study & Prayer Groups 

6:30pm at 53 Harefield Road

	1
	Thurs 13 Jan
	B/S – David series – 2 Samuel 22: Awesome God

	2
	Thurs 20 Jan
	EXAMS – Fun & Games Evening

	3
	Thurs 27 Jan
	B/S – Experiencing the Spirit 1 (Who is the Spirit, Essence of Ministry)

	4
	Thurs 03 Feb
	NO B/S GROUPS – CU EVENTS WEEK

	Mon 7 to Fri 11 February – CU EVENTS WEEK

	5
	Thurs 10 Feb
	B/S – Experiencing the Spirit 2 (Promise and Filling)

	Fri 11 to Sun 13 Feb – NAVS BIG WEEKEND, PEAK DISTRICT

	6
	Thurs 17 Feb
	B/S – Experiencing the Spirit 3 (Teaching and Illumination) 

	7
	Thurs 24 Feb
	B/S – Experiencing the Spirit 4 (Assurance and Hope)

	Fri 25 to Tues 29 Mar – NAVS LATVIA TRIP 2011

	8
	Thurs 03 Mar
	B/S – Experiencing the Spirit 5 (Transformation and Mission)

	Fri 4 to Mon 7 Mar – NAVS FRANCE TRIP 2011

	9
	Thurs 10 Mar
	B/S – Experiencing the Spirit 6 (Spiritual Gifts 1)

	10
	Thurs 17 Mar
	B/S – Experiencing the Spirit 7 (Spiritual Gifts 2)

	11
	Thurs 24 Mar
	B/S – Experiencing the Spirit 8 (Experience and Baptism of the Spirit)

	Fri 25 to Mon 28 Mar – NAVS NORWAY TRIP 2011

	12
	Thurs 31 Mar
	Sharing of God’s work in our lives – Testimonies Evening

	 Mon 4 to Fri 29 Apr  – EASTER HOLIDAYS


Other NAVS groups / Opportunities

“IGNITE” Discussion Group (contact Chris Hinde)
7pm for food, Monday evenings at 53/68 Harefield Road (starting Mon 10 Jan)
FILM Discussion Group (contact Holly Price)
3pm for food, film and discussion at Flat 2, 57a Harrison Road (Monthly starting Sun 27 Feb)
NAVS Footy (contact Luke O’Dowd)
2pm Wednesday afternoons at Riverside Park (time subject to change)
Prayer Breakfast (contact Adam Collett)
8am Wednesday mornings at 68 Harefield Road (starting Wed 12th January)

NAVS Sunday Lunch (contact Stephen Merrit-Harrison)
Sunday Lunch with the NAVS at 53 Harefield Road (Sun 20 Feb, Sun 13 Mar – venue TBC)
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Below are just a few simple suggestions for how we think you can get the most from the group and materials this term:

Your Commitment 

We would encourage you to make a commitment to come along regularly on a Thursday evening. We realise that sometimes there are things that get in the way but we would encourage you to give high priority to studying the Bible with others and be at the studies as much as possible. This may involve some sacrifice, definitely some effective organisation of your time, but we really believe that doing so will help you to get the most out of the studies and prayer times.

Our Commitment

The heart of the Navigators calling is to invest in the lives of people. To that end we would like to make one to one discipleship freely available to all. Hopefully we will take the initiative to start meeting up with you but please feel free to approach any of the leadership team about meeting up with an older Christian. 

Your Feedback

When you have a large group like NAVS it is not easy to cater for everyone but we do try to do our best. We are all individuals and as such we will have different experiences of studying the Bible, spending time with each other and praying together. If there is something or someone that you are struggling with in the group we would encourage you to speak to one of the leadership team as soon as possible. 

Your Contribution
This might sound obvious but to some degree ‘what you put into’ the group is going to determine ‘what you get out’ of the group. We would like to encourage you to contribute honestly and as much you are able to the discussion and workings of the group. We understand that different personalities and previous knowledge / experience make each of us quite different but we do all have a part to play regardless. In the past there have often been times when some of the most insightful and/or honest contributions have come from new or even pre-Christians!!

Your Group

Above all we want you to feel that NAVS is your group and we therefore want you to have a real say in what and how it happens. If there are areas you would like to be involved in from Web design to leading Bible studies please let us know.

Your Preparation 

As we are going to be doing topical Bible studies this term, these materials are a bit different to what we normally produce. The questions involved in this study guide are for use in your preparation AND (in order to provide consistency across the groups) will form the basis for our discussion times.  

The materials provide you with a set of passages so that you can work through them noting down your own thoughts and questions. We would really encourage you to make use of these materials in advance of each study, as doing so will help you contribute and get the most out of the discussion times. The materials are however only “tools” and it is especially important that we are like the Bereans who “…were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” Acts 17:11
It will really help you to spend most of your preparation time reading the passages and spending time praying through them. Then with the passages in mind consider the suggested questions with an open mind. The questions are written so that there is rarely “a single right answer” and we would encourage you to bring your thoughts and/or questions to the studies to share with your Bible study and/or Prayer group.

We realise that many of the things we are going to be talking about are personal and will sometimes involve sensitive things. As ever we are always available to talk and pray with you on a one-to-one basis, feel free to pin us down for a tea or coffee if that would help you. We have also included a number of quotations from relevant Christian literature, most of which are available for you to borrow if you want to do further thinking or study. 

We would appreciate your feedback and suggestions on how to make these materials as helpful as they can be.

SOTON NAVS Leadership team

When you are writing a Bible series on “Experiencing the Spirit” it is very hard to know where to start. This is such a contentious and debated issue that putting anything to paper feels like a dangerous game to play. I would encourage you to come to this series with an open mind and weigh up all that you hear, read and talk about during the series. I myself don’t claim to have all the answers and neither do the theologians and commentators quoted within this booklet; even a brief comparison of different resources will convince you of that.

There are many diverse and complex issues regarding the Holy Spirit; though many of them are very controversial, they are nevertheless of uppermost importance to us. The ministry of the Holy Spirit is indispensable; His ministry has a crucial role to play in every aspect of our lives. We probably have some very strong convictions on many of these issues. However, what we need to do in these next eight weeks is come afresh to Scripture and examine what it has to say about the Holy Spirit. 

Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:19 says ‘do not put out the Spirit’s fire.’ We can quench the Holy Spirit by resisting or undervaluing His work and by declining to yield to His influence. The picture Paul uses is of putting out a fire by pouring water on it. If we are not to put out the Spirit’s fire then we must develop an understanding and appreciation of His ministry. We must also be aware of what the Holy Spirit is doing in each of our lives and our need to actively co-operate with Him in those things. We are firstly going to look at the personhood and ministry of the Holy Spirit and how we interact with Him before secondly moving on to examine the whole issue of the gifts and baptism of the Holy Spirit
We will focus on six major ministries of the Holy Spirit, all of which bring glory to the Lord Jesus.

1. Ministry of teaching and revealing to us as Christians the definitive Revelation of Christ
2. Ministry of illuminating the minds and convicting the hearts of unbelievers so that they can receive and respond to this Revelation
3. Ministry of regeneration, giving people a new birth and a new relationship with the Saviour
4. Ministry of hope and assuring us that we are Christ’s forever with foretaste of heaven’s joy

5. Ministry of transforming us into the likeness of the Lord Jesus
6. Ministry of equipping and empowering us for service and mission through the Spirit’s witness and gifts
I really hope and pray that we all enjoy the studies and find them helpful. Below is a list of most of the references used for the series (most of which are in our house), please do make use of them.

To Him be the glory, 

Steve McClure January 2011


The Holy Spirit as a person
The Holy Spirit is fully God

Several passages of Scripture speak of the Holy Spirit in a way that assumes that he has the same divine status as the Father and the Son. One example is “baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19). Since a person’s “name” in Scripture represents the character of the person, and since “the name” in this verse is singular, it implies that the Holy Spirit has the same character or attributes as the Father and the Son. Other “Trinitarian passages” in the New Testament carry a similar implication (see 1 Cor. 12:4-6; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 4:4-6; 1 Peter 1:2; Jude 20-21). And when Peter confronts Ananias with the fact that he has told a lie “to the Holy Spirit,” he then says, “You have not lied to men but to God” (Acts 5:3-4). Other passages show divine attributes for the Holy Spirit, such as omnipresence (Ps. 139:7-8; cf. 1 Cor. 3:16) or omniscience (1 Cor. 2:10-11). And the second verse in the Bible indicates that the Holy Spirit (“the Spirit of God”) was present at the beginning of creation (Gen. 1:2).     

A distinct person 

The Holy Spirit should not be thought of as merely the power of God or the presence of God, but is, like the Father and the Son, a distinct person within the eternal Trinity. This is the implication of verses that speak of the Holy Spirit as distinct from the Father and the Son (such as Matt. 28:19 and the other Trinitarian passages mentioned above). It is seen quite clearly at the baptism of Jesus, where God the Father speaks from heaven and says, “This is my beloved Son” (Matt. 3:17), God the Son, who has become man, is being baptised (v. 16), and the Holy Spirit descends from heaven on him, for Jesus “saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him” (v. 16). Each person of the Trinity is doing something different at exactly the same time. 

In addition, the Bible ascribes many personal activities to the Holy Spirit. He teaches (John 14:26), bears witness to people (John 15:26; Rom. 8:16), prays to the Father on our behalf (Rom. 8:26-27), knows the thoughts of God (1 Cor. 2:11), and makes personal decisions about which spiritual gifts to distribute to which people ( 1 Cor. 12:11). The Holy Spirit personally guides Christians (Rom 8:14; Gal. 5:18; cf. Acts 16:6-7). Something can seem good to the Holy Spirit (Acts 15:28), and the Holy Spirit can be “grieved” by our sin (Eph. 5:30). These are all activities of persons. 

The Work of the Holy Spirit

Inspiring the Word of God  

The Holy Spirit guided all of the authors of Scripture so that what they wrote was not only their own words but also the words of God himself. “No prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:21; cf. 1 Pet. 1:11; also Acts 1:16; 4:25; 28:25). 

Empowering the Gospel message  

Jesus promises his disciples, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses…” (Acts 1:8). Later, when the disciples are “filled with the Holy Spirit” they “speak the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31; cf. Acts 4:8; 6:10; 7:51; 1 Pet. 1:12). And Paul’s preaching to the Thessalonians resulted in many conversions when his preaching came to them “not only in word, but also with power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction” (1 Thess. 1:5). 

The power of the Holy Spirit was also evident in giving miracles that attested to the truthfulness of the Gospel message and its divine origin. After Jesus’ baptism and temptation in the wilderness, he “returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee” (Luke 4:14), and immediately he not only “taught in their synagogues” (Luke 4:15) where his word possessed “authority” (v. 32), but he also began performing many miracles such as casting out demons (Luke 4:33-36) and healing “any who were sick with various diseases” (Luke 4:40). By placing these narratives immediately after the introductory statement about the Spirit in verse 14, Luke indicates showing that these great miracles are the result of the power of the Spirit working through Jesus, empowering him for his unique ministry. Similarly, Jesus says, “If it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you” (Matt. 12:28). 

When Jesus promised his disciples, “You will receive power when the Spirit has come upon you,” the disciples would have understood this to refer not only to power that would accompany their words as they preached  but also to power to work miracles to give confirmation to what they were saying (for the word dynamis, “power,” very frequently refers to miraculous power not only in Luke’s gospel but also in the subsequent chapters in Acts – see Acts 2:22; 3:12; 4:7; 6:8; 8:13; 10:38; 19:11). Paul also said that the entirety of his gospel preaching throughout the world had been carried out “by word and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God” (Rom 15:19). Both the ministry of Jesus and the ministry of his early disciples was carried out by the power of the Holy Spirit. Christian interpreters today differ over the question of whether it is right to ask for or to expect that the Holy Spirit will similarly work miracles in connection with the proclamation of the Gospel today, but all agree that the Holy Spirit’s power is necessary for any effective ministry of any kind today. 
Since it is the Holy Spirit who initially inspired Scripture, it is not surprising that the Bible can speak in the present tense about the Holy Spirit speaking directly through ancient Scriptures to readers who were alive many centuries later (see Heb. 3:7; 10:15), and so it is that the Holy Spirit speaking through Scripture to Christians today will make Bible teaching effective in peoples’ lives.

Regenerating the sinner  

No human person has the power to impart new spiritual life to another person, nor can we who are spiritually “dead in our trespasses” (Eph. 2:5) make ourselves spiritually alive to God. This new spiritual birth can only come about by the work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit . . . . You must be born again” (John. 3:5-7). He also said, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all” (John 6:63). The Holy Spirit alone makes the work of Christ effective to individual sinners, enabling them to turn to God from their sin and to trust in Jesus Christ.
Sanctifying the believer  

The Holy Spirit works in the lives of believers to enable them to grow in personal obedience to God, for Paul says, “If by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live” (Rom. 8:13; cf. v. 4; here “deeds of the body” refers to sinful actions carried out in opposition to God’s law). It is the Holy Spirit who produces Christ-like character qualities in the lives of believers, for “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23). The Holy Spirit also convicts people of their sin (see John 16:8-11). This purifying work of the Holy Spirit is called “sanctification” in the New Testament (see 2 Thess. 2:13; 1 Pet. 1:2). The Holy Spirit lives in all those he has regenerated. He makes them increasingly Christ-like in character and behaviour.
Guiding the believer  

Paul says, “All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God” (Rom. 8:14), and he speaks of Christian believers as those who are “led by the Spirit” (Gal. 5:18). In both verses the present tense form of the Greek verb for “lead” implies an ongoing, regular pattern of activity in the lives of believers, and in both verses such leading is connected to living in obedience to God’s moral standards (see Rom. 8:4, 12-13; Gal. 5:16-26). Believers in the New Testament regularly had quite specific guidance from the Holy Spirit (cf. Matt. 4:1; Acts 8:29; 10:19-20; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6-7; 20:22-23). Other instances of this same verb for “lead” (Greek agō) suggest that it indicates guidance that is individual, personal, and quite specific (cf. the verb agō in Luke 4:1, 9, 40; John 1:42; Acts 11:26; 17:19; 20:12). The help of the Spirit in our prayers might also be considered a different form of guidance (see Rom. 8:26-27). 

Empowering gifts for ministry  

Just as Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit before he began his earthly ministry, and then ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit (see Luke 4:1, 14, 36, 40-41, and section 2 above),  and just as the early disciples waited for the power of the Holy Spirit before they began preaching the Gospel (Acts 1:8), so in the ordinary life of the church, it is the Holy Spirit who imparts spiritual gifts to every believer: “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (1 Cor. 12:7), and it is the Holy Spirit who gives different gifts to different people, for he “apportions to each one individually as he wills” (1 Cor. 12:11). 

Unifying Believers

The New Testament speaks of “the unity of the Spirit” (Eph. 4:3), implying that the Holy Spirit imparts unity of mind and heart to those in whom he lives. Therefore Paul can speak of “the fellowship of the Holy Spirit” (2 Cor. 13:14; cf. Phil. 2:1). And he emphasises that differing spiritual gifts are intended to draw us together in the body of Christ, for they are given “for the common good” (1 Cor. 12:7), and the church is like a body that has many different parts with different functions, but it remains “one body” and the differing parts of the body need each other (see 1 Cor. 12:12-31).

These seven activities summarise the primary work of the Holy Spirit, a distinct person in the Trinity who is fully God.
Quoted in full, Wayne Grudem, http://www.theologynetwork.org/ 


John 14:15-21, 25-26 15If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever-- 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realise that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.
25All this I have spoken while still with you. 26But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
Matthew 3:16-17 16As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
Acts 5:3-4 3Then Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God.

Eph 4:30 …do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

Matt 12:31-32 And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy of the Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.
Hebrews 10:29 How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?

John 16:12-15 12“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 15All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you. 
Acts 8:9-24 9Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, 10and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the Great Power of God.” 11They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his sorcery. 12But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, both men and women. 13Simon himself believed and was baptised. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw. 14When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. 15When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money 19 and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 21You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. 22Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 23For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.” 24Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to me.”


Aims of the study: To help us understand more fully who the Holy Spirit is, what the essence of His ministry is and to think through the implications of these truths. 
1. PERSONHOOD; How would you describe the Holy Spirit? From your knowledge of Scripture how does (or doesn’t) the Bible describe the Holy Spirit? What is the relationship between the Holy Spirit and the rest of the Trinity (Matt 3:16-17, 28:18-20)?

Would you tend to describe the  Holy Spirit as “power” or “person”, and what are the implications either way (see also Luke 4:14, Acts 10:37-38, quote 1)? 
How do you understand the titles given to the Spirit in John 14:15-21 & 25-26; i.e. use of the pronoun “He”, “the Holy Spirit”, “Counsellor” (parakletos, literally ‘one called alongside to help’) and “the Spirit of truth”? How do all these things contribute to the idea that the “Holy Spirit” is a person and not a “thing”? 

2. PERSONALITY; How do the following verses demonstrate that the Holy Spirit has characteristics of personality, e.g. mind, will and emotions? (See Rom 8:27, 15:30, 1 Cor 12:11, Eph 4:30, Luke 10:21). What are the implications for us of the fact that the Spirit can be grieved (Eph 4:30), lied to (Acts 5:3-4), insulted (Heb 10:29), blasphemed (Matt 12:31-32) and His fire can be put out (1 Thess 5:19)?
3. PURPOSE; In what sense is He “another” counsellor and how does Jesus fulfil His promise not to leave them as orphans but to come to them? What would you say is the essence or focal element in the Holy Spirit’s multi-faceted ministry? How does the Spirit mediate the presence of Jesus to us today (See John 14:15-21, Romans 8:26-27 & quote 2)? 

4. ESSENCE; How is the Holy Spirit’s ministry like a floodlight (quote 3), and with that in mind how does the Holy Spirit and His ministry among us bring glory to the Lord Jesus Christ (John 16:12-15)? In what ways have you experienced the Holy Spirit glorifying Jesus through His ministry in your life?
5. ABUSE OF POWER; What can we learn from the account of Simon the Sorcerer about treating the Holy Spirit ‘as an impersonal tap of power’ (Acts 8:9-24)? How is the purpose and the essence of the Spirit’s ministry completely opposed to Simon’s desire for divine power (See also quote 4)? 

What is the difference between the Spirit being at our disposal and us making ourselves willing and available at the Spirits disposal? What implications does this stark warning (and also the foundational truths in this study) have towards how we approach this Bible study series?
Ideas for prayer groups - Share about how the study has helped you understand more about the Holy Spirit (his personhood and personality) and the essence of His ministry in our lives. Pray that God would give us all humility as we work through these studies together this term.
Memory verse: Matthew 3:16-17
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QUOTE 1 “Some have questioned whether the Holy Spirit is indeed a distinct person, rather than just the “power” or “force” of God at work in the world. But the NT evidence is quite clear and strong. First are several verses…where the Holy Spirit is put in a coordinate relationship with the Father and the Son (Matt 28:19, 1 Cor 12:4-6, 2 Cor 13:14, Eph 4:4-6, 1 Pet 1:2). Since the Father and Son are both persons, the coordinate expression strongly imitates that the Holy Spirit is a person also. Then there are places where the masculine pronoun he is applied to the Holy Spirit (John 14:26. 15:26, 16:13-14), which one would not expect from the rules of Greek grammar, for the word spirit is neuter, not masculine, and would ordinarily be referred to with the neuter pronoun ekeino. Moreover, the name counsellor or comforter (Parakletos) is a term commonly used to speak of a person who helps or gives comfort to another person or persons, but is used of the Holy Spirit in John’s gospel (14:16, 26, 15:26, 16:7). Other personal activities are ascribed to the Holy Spirit, such as teaching (John 14:26) bearing witness (John 15:26, Rom 8:16), interceding or praying on behalf of others (Rom 8:26-27), searching the depths of God (1 Cor  2:11), willing to distribute some gifts to some and other gifts to others (1 Cor 12:11), forbidding or not allowing certain activities (Acts 16:6-7), speaking (Acts 8:29,13:2 and many times in both OT and NT), evaluating and approving a wise course of action (Acts 15:28), and being grieved by sin in the lives of Christians (Eph 4:30).” Grudem, pg. 107, Bible Doctrine
QUOTE 2 “The distinctive, constant, basic ministry of the Holy Spirit under the new covenant is to mediate Christ’s presence to believers – that is, to give them such knowledge of his presence with them as their Saviour, Lord and God…the essence of the Holy Spirit’s ministry, at this or any time in the Christian era, is to mediate the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Packer, pg. 49 & 55, Keep in step with the Spirit.
QUOTE 3 “The Holy Spirit’s distinctive role is to fulfil what we may call a floodlight ministry in relation to the Lord Jesus Christ…When flood-lighting is well done, the flood lights are so placed that you do not see them; you are not in fact supposed to see where the light is coming from; what you are meant to see is just the building on which the floodlights are trained…This perfectly illustrates the Spirit’s new covenant role. He is, so to speak, the hidden floodlight shining on the Saviour. Or think of it this way. It is as if the Spirit stands behind us, throwing light over our shoulder, on Jesus, who stands facing us. The Spirit’s message to us is never, “Look at me; listen to me; come to me; get to know me,” but always “Look at him, and see his glory, listen to him, and hear his word, go to him, and have life, get to know him, and taste his gift of joy and peace.” The Spirit, we might say, is the matchmaker, the celestial marriage broker, whose role it is to bring us and Christ together and ensure that we stay together…Thus, by enabling us to discern Jesus Christ, and by moving us to stretch out hands to him as he comes from his throne to meet us, The Holy Spirit glorifies Christ, according to Christ’s own word.” Packer, pg. 66, Keep in step with the Spirit.
QUOTE 4 “For experience shows that when the power theme is made central to our thinking about the Spirit and is not anchored in a deeper view of the Spirit’s ministry with a different centre, unhappy disfigurements soon creep in. What sort of disfigurements? Well take the following for starters. Pietistic concentration of interest on the ups and downs of the soul as it seeks power over this and that tends to produce an egoistic, introverted cast of mind that becomes indifferent to community concerns and social needs. The Spirit’s work tends to be spoken of man centre-edly, as if God’s power is something made available for us to switch on and use by a technique of thought and will for which consecration and faith is the approved name. Also, the idea gets around that God’s power works in us automatically so far as we let it do so, so that in effect we regulate it by the degree of our consecration and faith at any one time.” Packer, pg. 26, Keep in step with the Spirit.

Jeremiah 31:31-34 31“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 33“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34No longer will they teach their neighbour, or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”
Ezekiel 11:19-20, 36:25-27 19I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. 20Then they will follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I will be their God…25I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. 26I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.

Joel 2:28-32 28And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 29Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 30I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 31The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 32And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls.

Mark 1:9-13 9At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised by John in the Jordan. 10As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 12At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 13and he was in the desert for forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.
Ephesians 5:18-21 18Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 19Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. 20Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 21Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
Acts 2:1-4 1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
Acts 4:29-31 29‘Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’ 31After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.
Acts 4:8-12 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: ‘Rulers and elders of the people! 9If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, 10then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11He is ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.’ 12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.
Acts 9:17-18 17Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord--Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here--has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit. ’ 18Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptised, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

Aims of the study: To help us to develop a framework of understanding about the work and promise of the Holy Spirit within the OT, upon which to base a NT understanding of the Holy Spirit. To help us understand what it means in practice to be filled with the Spirit.
1. OLD TESTAMENT PROMISE; Read ‘Appendix 1 – The Holy Spirit in the OT’ and discuss the way that the Spirit is portrayed in the OT. What do passages such as Jeremiah 31:31-34, Ezekiel 11:19-20 & 36:25-27 and Joel 2:28-29 (quote 1) promise about the ministry of the Spirit in the New Covenant?
2. SPIRIT FILLED MESSIAH; What does Isaiah 11:1-3, 42:1 & 61:1-2 (as quoted and applied to Himself by Jesus in Luke 4:14-21) promise about the Messiah? What was the significance of Jesus’ baptism (Mark 1:9-13)? How should we understand Jesus’ ministry in terms of the promises in the OT? 
3. FULFILMENT IN NEW TESTAMENT; When do you think that the fulfilment of these OT promises happened (John 7:37-39, 16:7 & 20:21-22 and also quote 2)? Why or why not do you think we still have to wait for further fulfilment of these promises? 
4. FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT; What do you think it means to be ‘filled with the Spirit’ or ‘full of the Spirit’? How is being filled with the Spirit different from being indwelled by the Spirit? Quote 3 describes the Biblical usage of the Greek words pleres and pimplemi; how would you distinguish between them and how does this impact your understanding of what it means to be filled with the Spirit?
Why does Paul tell us in Eph 5:19-21 to be filled and keep on being filled with the Spirit (see also quote 4)? Paul writes it as a command; how do we respond to this command? What are the consequences of being filled with the Spirit? What has been your experience of being filled with the Spirit in the past? 
5. CHARACTERISED BY THE SPIRIT; John Stott, in answering the question ‘what are the marks of a person filled with the Spirit of God today?’ says “there can be no doubt that the chief evidence is moral not miraculous, and lies in the Spirit's fruit not the Spirit's gifts” (Baptism and fullness, pg.54). Would you tend to say that ‘being filled with the Spirit’ was characterised by ‘gifts’ or ‘fruit’? Why? 
6. PRACTICALITIES; Why is being ‘filled with the Spirit’ (in both usages) such a big deal? What might hold you back from asking God (remember James 4:2-3) to ‘be filled with the Spirit’? How helpful do you find this metaphor of “being filled with the Spirit”?
Ideas for prayer groups: Share what you have learned about the OT promise and fulfilment of the Holy Spirit in your lives. Pray for one another that you may live Spirit-filled lives and be filled afresh by the Holy Spirit today.
Memory verse: Ephesians 5:19-21
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QUOTE 1 “Moses himself recognises that the desideratum [that considered necessary] was a universal distribution of the Spirit; for when Joshua complains to him that Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp and indignantly demands that they be stopped, the aged leader responds, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!” (Num 11:27-29). It is of this that Joel prophesies (Joel 2:28-32); and according to Peter, it is this that is fulfilled on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). But that means Joel’s concern is not simply with a picky point – more people will prophesy some day – but with a massive eschatological worldview. What was anticipated was an entirely new relationship between God and His people, a new covenant; and experientially this turns on the gift of the Spirit. Put more generically, what the prophet’s saw was what some have labelled “the prophetic Spirit; and this is no mere creedal datum, but a lived, transforming, charismatic, vital experience. It is in that sense that all who live under the new covenant are prophets: they enjoy this enduement of the Spirit, with various rich and humbling manifestations distributed among them.” Carson, pg. 153, Showing the Spirit

QUOTE 2 “The Spirit’s full Paraclete ministry began on Pentecost morning, following Jesus’ ascension (Acts 2:1-4). John the Baptist had foretold that Jesus would baptise in the Spirit (Mark 1:8, John 1:33), according to the OT promise of an outpouring of God’s Spirit in the last days (Joel 2:28-32, Jeremiah 31:31-34), and Jesus had repeated the promise (Acts 1:4-5). The significance of Pentecost morning was twofold: it marked the opening of the final era of world history before Christ’s return, and as compared with the OT era, it marked a tremendous enhancing of the Spirit’s ministry and the experience of being alive to God.” Packer, pg. 145, Concise Theology
QUOTE 3 “In the OT, people were filled with the Spirit for particular tasks (e.g. Exodus 31:3, Deut 34:9). All the references in the NT come in Luke and Acts except one (Eph 5:18). Our English word ‘filled’ actually translates 2 Greek words, pimplemi and pleres. A useful way to distinguish between them is that pimplemi is about specific occasions (e.g. a person who was happy) and pleres is about a settled disposition, something that goes on (e.g. a happy person). Pleres is used to mean a settled disposition in which the Spirit is the dominating influence; a continual filling of the Spirit. In Acts, those who are full of the Spirit are described as being full of wisdom (6:3), faith (6:5), God’s grace (6:8) and joy (13:52). Being full of the Spirit is a consistent quality of Christian character (Acts 11:24, 7:55). The only other occurrence is in Eph 5:18, where Paul strongly commands the Ephesians to be filled with the Spirit. The tense of the verb indicates the action should be continual; we are to go on being filled. Someone filled with joy is characterised by joy; their most dominant characteristic is joy. In the same way someone who is filled with the Spirit is characterised by the Spirit being the dominant influence in their lives. We need to be regularly filled and refilled with the Spirit. In Eph 5:19-21 Paul describes some of the results of being filled as words of praise, giving thanks and submission. Pimplemi is used for filling on specific occasions – Luke uses it of a sudden overwhelming experience, something that was out of their control. It is used in the passive; they were filled with the Spirit, with anger or with wonder. It was a time when someone was overtaken by an experience and involuntarily did something. The results of this filling were speaking in different languages (Acts 2:1-11), speaking the word of God boldly (Acts 4:8-12, 31), confronting the sorcerer (13:9-12) and finally Saul’s conversion (9:17-18).” The Holy Spirit - The person, promise and filling of the Spirit”, 2001, www.sotonnavs.org
QUOTE 4 “Fill is plainly a metaphor and it fundamentally misleads if pressed literally, as though the human objects of the Spirit’s ministry were reduced to impersonal receptacles, and the blessed Spirit himself to spiritual substance…To be filled with the Spirit implies that the Spirit is the dominant influence in our behaviour”…“since the Spirit who ‘fills’ the believer is the same Holy Spirit whose work is sanctification, the marks of His ‘filling’ will be our likeness to Christ”…“the verb used in Ephesians 5:18 is in the continuous sense: ‘go on being filled with the Spirit’, not ‘have a critical experience of the Spirit’.” Milne, pg. 198, 247, Know the Truth

Ministry among unbelievers – Convicting hearts, illuminating minds, new birth
1 Corinthians 2:9-14 9However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him”— 10but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 13This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. 14The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

1 Thess 1:4-5 4For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.
2 Corinthians 4:4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
Ephesians 1:17-18 17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
John 16:8-11 8When he [the Counsellor] comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.
2 Corinthians 2:15-16 15For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a task? 

John 3:5-8 3In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” 4“How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!” 5Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.
Ministry among believers – Revealing, teaching and convicting us of truth

John 14:25-26 25All this I have spoken while still with you. 26But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
John 16:12-15 12I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 15All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.
Ephesians 6:17-18 17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.

Aims of the study: To think about the following aspects of the ministry of the Holy Spirit; (1) teaching and revealing Christ and His word to us as Christians, (2) illuminating the minds and convicting the hearts of unbelievers so that they can receive and respond to Christ and (3) regeneration, giving people a new birth and a new relationship with the Saviour.

1. ILLUMINATING MINDS; What is the Holy Spirit’s role in illuminating people’s minds to the Gospel (1 Cor 2:9-14 and see also Quote 1)? Why and how are we by nature blinded to the gospel and in need of a work of the Spirit in our lives (1 Thess 1:4-5, 2 Cor 4:4, 1 Cor 1:18)? 

What do you think Paul means when he says that ‘the Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God’ (1 Cor 2:10)? How does the Spirit help us to understand that which ‘God has freely given us’ (1 Cor 2:12)? How did the Holy Spirit help you to understand spiritual truth (1 Cor 2:13)? 

2. CONVICTING HEARTS; Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would ‘convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgement’ (John 16:8-11). What do you think Jesus meant by this statement and how have you seen this ministry in practice (see also quote 2)? 
Living within a world that has no regard of God or sin, how does the Spirit’s ministry of conviction encourage you in your evangelism? What sort of an impact do you think that a godly Christian life should have on those around us (2 Cor 2:15-16)? How did (and does) the Holy Spirit convict you?
3. NEW BIRTH; How would you describe new birth and how does it come about? How do you understand the analogy Jesus uses with Nicodemus of being born again (John 3:5-8)? What do we learn from this birth analogy (who initiates it, when, why, how does it happen)?  
In v8 how do you understand Jesus’ comparison of the Holy Spirit with the wind (quote 3)? What is the relationship between illumination, conviction and new birth? (See also quote 4)
4. TEACHING TRUTH; How do we distinguish between the application of Jesus’ promise to teach and remind the disciples and the application for us today (John 14:25-26)? Why does Jesus call the Holy Spirit the ‘Spirit of truth’ and how in practice does He ‘guide us into all truth’ (16:12-15)? 

5. SWORD OF THE SPIRIT; What is the relationship between the Spirit of God and the Word of God (Eph 6:17-18 and quotes 5 & 6)? Why is this so important? How can we ensure that our hearts and minds are open to the Holy Spirit as He teaches, reminds and guides us into all truth? 
Ideas for prayer groups: Share about your experience (past & present) of the Holy Spirit illuminating your minds, convicting your hearts, giving you new birth and teaching, reminding and guiding you into all truth. Pray for humility, openness and receptiveness to the Spirit & the Word of God.
Memory verse: 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5
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QUOTE 1: “The work of the Spirit in imparting this knowledge is called “illumination”, or “enlightening”. It is not a giving of new revelation, but a work within us that enables us to grasp and to love the revelation that is there before us in the Biblical text as heard and read, and as explained by teachers and writers. Sin in our mental and moral system clouds our minds and wills so that we miss and resist the force of scripture. God seems to us remote to the point of unreality, and in the face of God’s truth we are dull and apathetic.  The Spirit however, opens and unveils our minds and attunes our hearts so that we understand (Eph 1:17-18, 3:18-19, 2 Cor 3:14-16, 4:6). As by inspiration he provided Scripture truth for us, so now by illumination he interprets it to us. Illumination is thus the applying of God’s revealed truth to our hearts, so that we grasp as reality for ourselves what the sacred text sets forth.” Packer, pg. 155, Concise Theology.
QUOTE 2 “One of the most difficult issues for many people to accept is that aspects of their lives may be morally wrong. This is compounded by the fact that the rules to determine correct behaviour are often disputed. God’s standards for identifying acceptable behaviour are not a great cause for concern for unbelievers, nor do they feel any obligation to identify them, let alone keep them, and the perceptions of believers who espouse them are often rejected, ridiculed or ignored. Someone else is needed to help unbelievers gain a divine perspective on God’s standards and the Spirit unilaterally steps in to the vacuum, providing them with the necessary conviction.” 
Warrington, pg. 112, The message of the Holy Spirit 
QUOTE 3 “Jesus cleverly compares the wind with the Spirit and, in doing so, two major points are made. As the wind does what it wants, so the Spirit is sovereign; more radically, as the wind may be experienced by all and anyone, so also the Spirit may be experienced by all, Jews and Gentiles. Jesus had not just come to give eternal life to the Jews but to the world (3:16). Similarly, the Spirit is the one who sovereignly imparts this divine life (6:63). Warrington, pg. 89, The message of the Holy Spirit
QUOTE 4 “Jesus indicates that entrance into the Kingdom of God involves a radical course of action that cannot be self-initiated; it needs the involvement of the Spirit. Indeed, the birth imagery implies passivity on the part of the one being born and thus entering the kingdom of God. The active agent is the Spirit. Thereafter, those to whom the Spirit gives birth bear the familial characteristics and nature of the Spirit (3:6). They become members not just of a new kingdom but of a new family. They are people of the Spirit, with all the privileges and responsibilities associated with that status. Most significantly, this means that insofar as they engage in a relationship with the Spirit, it is anticipated as involving an experiential dimension.” Warrington, pg. 88, The message of the Holy Spirit 

QUOTE 5 “So those who would live under the authority of the Spirit must bow before the Word as the Spirit’s textbook, while those who would live under the authority of scripture must seek the Spirit as its interpreter.” Packer, Keep in Step with the Spirit, pg. 240
QUOTE 6 “The Word of God is the Spirit’s sword. The Spirit without the word is weaponless; the word without the Spirit is powerless.” Stott, Message of Thessalonians, pg. 34

John 16:7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 

Romans 8:9,12-17 9You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ...

…12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 
1 John 2:4-6, 23-24 4The man who says, ‘I know him,’ but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: 6Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did…23No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 24See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father.

1 John 3:24, 4:13, 5:10 24Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us … 13We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit… 10Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 

1 John 4:1-6 1Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is how you can recognise the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 4You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognise the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

Ephesians 1:14 Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.

2 Cor 1:21-22 21Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

2 Cor 5:1-5 1Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 3because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
Romans 5:2-5 2…And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

Aims of the study: To help us think through the issues of assurance and hope; looking at the indwelling of the Spirit and how He gives us this assurance and hope.

1. INDWELLING OF THE SPIRIT; What do you think Jesus meant that it was for the disciples ‘good’ that Jesus left them (John 16:7)? How does the Spirit universalise and internalise the presence of Jesus in our lives? To what extent do you agree that the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the distinguishing mark of the people of God (quote 1 and Romans 8:9)?
2. ASSURANCE; To what extent do you think we can have assurance of faith? How do you really know that the Spirit lives inside you and that you are saved? What does Rom 8:12-17 tell us about the Spirit’s ministry of assurance in our lives? What does it mean to be ‘led by the Spirit’ (v15) and how does the Spirit testify with our spirit (v16) that we are God’s children (See also quotes 2 & 3)?
Assurance is a huge theme in the letter of 1 John; how do the various extracts from this letter help us to understand how we know (and in particular how the Spirit helps us know) that we live in Christ (1 John 2:23-24, 2:4-6, 3:24, 4:13, 5:10)? 
3. DISTINGUISHING THE SPIRITS; How do we distinguish between the spirits (1 John 4:1-6)? How in practice do we determine whether something is from the ‘Spirit of truth’ or the ‘spirit of falsehood’ (v6)? What is your experience of testing the spirits; positive and negative?
4. SPIRIT IS A SEAL, DEPOSIT & GUARANTEE; In what sense have we been marked in Christ with a seal (Eph 1:14, 2 Cor 1:22 & 2 Cor 5:1-5)? What is the significance of the Spirit being described as a deposit (down payment) and guarantee (See also quote 4 and 5)?

5. HOPE OF GLORY; How do these analogies bring us hope? How else does the Holy Spirit give us (who are living between Christ’s first and second comings) hope which ‘does not disappoint’ (Romans 5:2-5)? How has God poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5)? 
How have you experienced the Spirit’s ministry of assurance in your life? How has (and does) the Spirit assure you of your identity in Christ and of the ‘hope of glory’ (see also quotes 6 & 7)?
Ideas for prayer groups: Share your struggles in this area of assurance and spend some time encouraging one another of what you are seeing the Spirit doing in one another’s lives. Pray for each other that you would know the Spirit’s ministry of hope and assurance in a deeper way. 
Memory verse: 2 Corinthians 1:21-22
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QUOTE 1 “I think all evangelical Christians agree and affirm that the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit is the chief distinguishing mark if the people of God today, so that “if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ’ (Rom 8:9). Paul also urges us not to grieve the Holy Spirit, with whom we have been ‘sealed’ for the day of redemption (Eph 4:30). Thus, the Holy Spirit within us is God’s seal, branding us as belonging to him.” Stott, pg. 112, Evangelical Truth
QUOTE 2 “In Romans 5:5 we are told that through the Holy Spirit given to us God has poured out his love in our hearts. In Romans 8:15-16 we are told that when we cry, ‘Abba, Father’, it is the Spirit himself who is witnessing with our spirit that we are God’s children. Thus the indwelling Spirit assures us deeply in our hearts that God is our Father and that he loves us. Moreover, the context makes it plain that this inward experience of the out poured love of our Father is a privilege which should be common to all of his children, although surely different Christians receive this assurance in different degrees at different times.” Stott, pg. 114, Evangelical Truth
QUOTE 3 “Paul speaks of the Spirit’s witness in the present tense (‘the Spirit Himself testifies with our Spirit that we are God’s children’ [Romans 8:16]), implying that it is a continuous operation that imparts permanent confidence in God. Though not felt always as vividly as it is sometimes, and though overshadowed from time to time by feelings of doubt and despair, this confidence remains constant and in that final analysis impossible to overcome. The Spirit himself sees to that!” 
Packer, pg. 78, Keep in step with the Spirit
QUOTE 4 “Paul refers to the Holy Spirit as a seal (2 Cor 1:22, Eph 1:13, 4:30), a word in the first century world for something which guaranteed security, such as a locking device (Mt 27:66, Rev 20:3). It had the allied meaning of a mark of ownership. Something of this is expressed in the Spirit’s coming on Jesus at his baptism, when the Father affirmed Jesus as his own Son (Mt 3:1f), It is applied to Christian experience in verses concerning the Spirit’s witness within the believer (Rom 8:16, Gal 4:6, 1 John 3:24, 4:13, 5:10).” Milne, pg. 239, Know the Truth

QUOTE 5 “The Holy Spirit Himself is in this age a down-payment of the fuller work of the Holy Spirit within us in the age to come so the gifts the Holy Spirit gives are foretastes of the fuller working of the Holy Spirit that will be ours in the age to come.” Grudem, pg. 398, Bible Doctrine
QUOTE 6 “For we are living “in between times’, between the first and second comings of Christ, between Kingdom come and Kingdom coming, between present reality and future destiny. And it is the Holy Spirit whose indwelling spans the gulf between the ‘already’ and the ‘not yet’. As Paul expressed it, “we ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies’ (Rom 8:23)”. Stott, pg. 131, Evangelical Truth
QUOTE 7 “The link between the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence in our lives and our future hope is secured also from the perspective of the Spirit himself. The Holy Spirit is the life of the kingdom of God already present (Peter’s point at Pentecost, cf. Acts 2:16-21). But the fullness of the kingdom will be experienced in the future when the Lord returns. The Spirit is therefore the “first instalment” or down payment’ (Eph 1:14, 2 Cor 1:22, 5:5) of the inheritance. He is quite literally ‘glory begun below’. Not surprisingly, therefore, he imparts to the disciples, as a basic fruit of his presence, an assurance of the hope of glory’.” Milne, pg. 239, Know the Truth

Galatians 5:16-25 16So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

Galatians 6:7-8 7Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.
Romans 12:2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

2 Corinthians 3:18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
Acts 4:29-31 29‘Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’ 31After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.
Matthew 10:17-20 17Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their synagogues. 18On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. 20At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
John 15:26-27 26When the Counsellor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. 27And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.
John 7:37-39 “37… ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.’ 38By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. 39Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 1When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. 4My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, 5so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.
Romans 8:26-27 26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.
Ephesians 6:17-18 17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
1 Corinthians 12:7-8 7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8To one there is given through the Spirit the…

Aims of the study: To think about the Holy Spirit’s transformational ministry in our lives and how the Spirit equips and empowers us for mission. 
1. INNER CONFLICT; How do you understand this inner conflict between the Spirit and our sinful nature (or flesh) (Gal 5:16-25)? How does Paul contrast living (or walking) by the Spirit with gratifying the desires of the sinful nature; what is the fruit (or acts) of each?
Paul exhorts the Galatians to ‘live by the Spirit (v16), be ‘led by the Spirit’ (v18) and ‘keep in step with the Spirit’ (v25), what do you understand these commands to mean and what do they look like in practice? (See also quote 1) What does Galatians 6:7-8 say about the consequences either way?
2. FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT; To what extent do you think that the ‘fruit of the Spirit’ naturally ripen under the indwelling influence of the Holy Spirit (quote 2)? To what extent do you think that the fruit of the Spirit is one nine-fold fruit (which comes as a package) rather than a list of individual fruits?
3. THE WAY OF HOLINESS; In what sense is holiness (sanctification) instantaneous, a process and a future reality? How would you differentiate between our responsibility and the Holy Spirit’s ministry in our transformation (metamorphis) into the likeness of Christ (Romans 12:2, 2 Cor 3:18)?
How do you respond to quotes 3 & 4 which try to explain the practicalities of how the Holy Spirit works in us and through us in this process of holiness? 

4. EMPOWERED FOR SERVICE; In what sense does the Spirit prepare us, equip us and empower us for service (Acts 4:29-31 & Matt 10:17-18)? How does the ‘Spirit of truth’ testify about Jesus (John 15:26-27, John 7:37-39)? How do you think Paul’s message came with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power (1 Cor 2:1-5)? How are these things an encouragement to us in our service?
5. SPIRIT AND PRAYER; How does the Spirit help us in our prayers by interceding ‘for us with groans that words cannot express’ (Rom 8:26-27)? What does it mean to ‘pray in the Spirit’ (Eph 6:17-18)?
6. FOR THE COMMON GOOD; How are gifts of the Spirit (to be discussed in sessions 6-7) a vital part of the Spirit’s ministry of equipping and empowering us for service? In all these things we have looked at; how does the Spirit bring glory to Jesus Christ (See also quotes 5 & 6)?
Ideas for prayer groups: Pray for one another that God would transform you into the likeness of Christ and equip and empower you for the mission He has given us.
Memory verse: Galatians 5:22-23
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QUOTE 1 “Our attitude to the Holy Spirit is to one of unconditional surrender. Paul uses several expressions for this. ‘We are to live by the Spirit’, ‘we are to be led by the Spirit’ and ‘we are to keep in step with the Spirit’ (Galatians 5:16,18,25). We are to allow Him His rightful sovereignty over us, and follow His righteous promptings.” Stott, pg. 154, Manufacturing Truth
QUOTE 2 “Paul also writes of holiness as the ‘fruit of the Spirit’, nine graces which together constitute ‘Christ-likeness’ of character and conduct. As ‘fruit’ they ripen naturally under the indwelling influence of the Spirit. Christian holiness is not a Christmas-tree phenomenon, whose decorations are tied on artificially; it is fruit-tree holiness that is, natural development, provided that we ‘walk in the Spirit’ (v16, AV), responding to his promptings and living under his control.” Stott, pg. 117, Evangelical Truth
QUOTE 3 “How in everyday experience does the Holy Spirit work within us? I have found it helpful, in my own thinking and struggling, to spell out a ‘5-D’ formula, that is five steps or stages in the sanctifying activity of the Holy Spirit. He operates in our mind, enabling us to discern the will of God; secondly in our conscience, enabling us to distinguish between right and wrong, thirdly in our heart, enabling is to desire God’s way ardently, and fourthly in our will, enabling us to determine resolutely to follow God’s will. The fifth ‘D’ (do) can only then take place.” Stott, pg. 117, Evangelical Truth

QUOTE 4 “Holiness is both God’s gift and his command; we should therefore pray for it and seek to practice it each day of our lives. Holiness was the goal of our election and redemption, and holiness remains God’s basic requirement of us and the goal of all his providential dealings with us…Holiness is the fruit of the Spirit, displayed as the Christian walks by the Spirit (Gal 5:16,22,25). Holiness is consecrated closeness to God. Holiness is in essence obeying God, living to God and for God, imitating God, keeping his law, taking his side against sin, doing righteousness, performing good works, following Christ’s teaching and example, worshipping God in the Spirit, loving and serving God and men out of reverence for Christ. In relation to God holiness takes the form of a single-minded passion to please by love and loyalty, devotion and praise. In relation to sin, it takes the form of a resistance movement, a discipline of not gratifying the desires of the flesh, but of putting to death the deeds of the body (Gal 5:16, Rom 8:13). Holiness is, in a word, God-taught, Spirit-wrought Christian likeness, the sin and substance of committed discipleship, the demonstration of faith working by love, the responsive outflow in righteousness of supernatural life from the hearts of those who are born again. Packer, pg. 96-97, Keep in step with the Spirit
QUOTE 5 “The scriptures declare that God himself is the chief evangelist. For the Spirit of God is the Spirit of truth, love, holiness and power, and evangelism is impossible without Him. It is He who anoints the messenger, confirms the word, prepares the hearer, convicts the sinful, enlightens the blind, gives life to the dead, enables us to repent and believe, unties us to the body of Christ, assures us that we are God’s children, leads us into Christ-like character and service, and sends us out in turn to be Christ’s witnesses. In all this the Spirit’s main preoccupation is to glorify Jesus Christ by showing Him to us and forming Him in us.” Manila Manifesto’, International Congress on Wld Evangelism, 1989
QUOTE 6 “When the church tries to bottle up the Spirit within herself, she acts contrary both to her own and to his nature. For it is the nature of the church ever to be enlarging her borders, and it is the nature of the Spirit to transmit his life to ever-widening circles. When the church does not recognise this law of her being and of being of the Spirit, the Spirit is quenched and he withdraws himself, and the deposit of religiosity that is left becomes a putrefaction in the lives of those who have grieved him. Boer, p. 210, Pentecost and Missions

1 Corinthians 12 1Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues,[a] and to still another the interpretation of tongues.[b] 11All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. 

12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13For we were all baptised by[c] one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and the parts that we think are less honourable we treat with special honour. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honour to the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it. 27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues[d]? Do all interpret? 31But eagerly desire[e] the greater gifts. And now I will show you the most excellent way. 

1 Corinthians 13 1If I speak in the tongues[f] of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames,[g] but have not love, I gain nothing. 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 
9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

Footnotes: 

a. 1 Corinthians 12:10 Or languages; also in verse 28

b. 1 Corinthians 12:10 Or languages; also in verse 28

c. 1 Corinthians 12:13 Or with; or in
d. 1 Corinthians 12:30 Or other languages
e. 1 Corinthians 12:31 Or But you are eagerly desiring
f. 1 Corinthians 13:1 Or languages
g. 1 Corinthians 13:3 Some early manuscripts body that I may boast

Aims of the study: To help us develop a Biblical understanding of the diversity of the gifts God sovereignly distributes to us for the edification of the Church, and the relevance they have for us today. 

1. IGNORANCE & UNITY (12v1-3); What is the significance of the words Paul uses for ‘spiritual gifts’ in these chapters (quote 1 & 2)? How do Paul’s words here speak both to the non-charismatic’s at Corinth (those who were sceptical and were writing off the gifts) and the charismatic’s (esp. those elevating the gifts to an authentication of spiritual life)? 

How were the horizons of both groups too narrow? How significant is the contrast between what ‘those who do have’ and what ‘those who don’t have’ the Spirit say about Jesus? In what sense was this Paul’s test for authentic spirituality (v3) rather than anything else that might have been suggested?
2. DIVERSITY (12v4-11); How would you define a spiritual gift (See quote 3 & 4)? What is Paul saying about the diversity of gifting and why is this so important? What are the implications of “one Spirit” being the source of the distribution of each gift? What is the purpose of spiritual gifts?
How would you distinguish between the gifts mentioned in v8-11 (Appendix 2; prophecy and tongues come next week)? Why do you think we are told so little about these gifts (See also v28, Eph 4:11, 1 Peter 4:10-11, Rom 12:6-8)? Are there any conclusions we should or shouldn’t draw from these lists?
What is the difference between a spiritual gift and a natural ability? What gifts has the Spirit distributed to you? How can you find out what your gifts are (Appendix 3)? Can gifts vary in strength; why or why not? (nb: In Rom 12:6 Paul says to use prophecy ‘in proportion to your faith’ and he encourages Timothy not to neglect his gift (1 Tim 4:14) but to fan it into flame (2 Tim 1:6) 
3. BAPTISED INTO ONE BODY (12v12-30); In what sense have we been baptised by one Spirit into one body? What is the significance of the body metaphor in the area of spiritual gifts? What do you think was happening in the Corinthian church to make Paul say these things? What are the consequences of the answer to Paul’s questions in v27-30 being ‘no’?
4. LOVE (12v31-13:7); Why does Paul place this chapter between two chapters on gifts? In what sense should we ‘eagerly desire’ or after seek spiritual gifts and what are the ‘greater gifts’ (quote 5)? How do you understand Paul’s argument that without love he is nothing (quote 6)? 
5. PERFECTION (13:8-13); In what sense is love superior to spiritual gifts? Will there be spiritual gifts in heaven; why or why not? What does Paul mean by perfection and the imperfect (Second Coming; completion of the canon of Scripture)? Why is love the greatest of the 3 virtues Paul puts forward? 
Ideas for prayer groups: Talk about the implications of what you have learned about spiritual gifts from this study. Encourage one another in the part that you (with the gifting God has given you) play in the body of Christ. Pray that above all you would be characterised by love.
Memory verse: 1 Peter 4:10-11
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“The greatest evidence that Heaven has invaded our sphere, that the Spirit has been poured out upon us, that we are citizens of a Kingdom not yet consummated, is Christian love.” (Carson, pg.76, Showing the Spirit)

QUOTE 1 “Paul’s use of charisma; In the NT, the term is found 16 times in the Pauline writings, and one in Peter (1 Pet 4:10). Clearly cognate with charis (grace), at its simplest it refers to something grace has bestowed, a “grace-gift” if you will. It is not that Paul coined the term: that is most likely going to far, although admittedly pre-Pauline occurrences are textually uncertain. But for the apostle who so delights to discuss grace, it is eminently appropriate that he should devote attention to the things or grace, to the concretisations of grace, to grace gifts.” Carson, pg. 19, Showing the Spirit
QUOTE 2 “Paul uses a different word pneumatikon, in 12:1 and 14:1, probably referring to spiritual things. David Prior says “Paul is probably referring to what today, is broadly referred to as spirituality, i.e. all the many diverse ways in which we experience spiritual reality” (pg. 193). Paul is reminding his readers that whatever might be considered ‘spiritual’ is better thought of as a gracious gift from God. The quest for an individualising and self-centred form of spirituality was in danger of denying the source of all true spiritual gifts, the grace of God. Paul is concerned to show that all Christians are spiritually gifted.” NAVS Discipleship Materials, pg 1, The Holy Spirit – Unity, Diversity and Perfection. 
QUOTE 3 “We may define spiritual gifts as follows: A spiritual gift is any ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit and used in any ministry of the church. This broad definition includes both gifts that are related to natural abilities (such as teaching, showing mercy, or administration) and gifts that seem to be more “miraculous” and less related to natural abilities (such as prophecy, healing, or distinguishing between spirits). The reason for this is that when Paul lists spiritual gifts (in Rom 12:6-8, 1 Cor 7:7, 12:8-10, 28; & Eph 4:11) he includes both kinds of gifts. Yet not every natural ability that people have is included here, because Paul is clear that all spiritual gifts must be empowered “by one and the same Spirit” (1 Cor 12:11), that they are given “for the common good” (1 Cor 12:7), and that they are all to be used for “edification” (1 Cor 14:26), or for building up the church…Spiritual gifts are given to equip the church to carry out its ministry until Christ returns.” Grudem, pg. 396-7, Bible Doctrine
QUOTE 4 “This list of 7 spiritual gifts in Romans 12 is much less well known than either the 2 overlapping lists in 1 Cor 12 (9 in the 1st and 8 in the 2nd) or the short list of 4 in Eph 4:11. It is important to note the similarities and dissimilarities between them. (1) All the lists agree that the source of the gifts is from God and his grace, although in Romans it is God the Father, in Ephesians God the Son and in 1 Corinthians God the Holy Spirit. Being gifts of Trinitarian grace both boasting and envying are excluded. (2) All agree that the purpose of the gifts is related to the building up of the body of Christ, although Eph 4:12 is the most explicit, and 1 Cor 14:12 says we should evaluate the gifts according to the degree to which they edify the church. (3) All the lists emphasise the variety of the gifts, each seeming to be a random selection of them. But whereas students of the 1 Corinthians lists tend to focus on the supernatural (tongues, prophesy, healing, miracles), in Rom 12 all the gifts apart from prophecy are either general and practical (service, teaching, encouragement, leadership) or even prosaic (giving money and doing acts of mercy). It is evident that we need to broaden our understanding of gifts.” John Stott, pg. 328-9, The Message to the Romans
QUOTE 5 “In this context, Paul defines what he means by ‘higher gifts’ or ‘greater gifts’ because in 1 Corinthians 14:5 he repeats the word he used for ‘higher’ (meizon)...Here the ‘greater’ gifts are those that most edify the church… those who seek spiritual gifts must first ask if they are seeking them out of love for others and a concern to be able to minister to their needs, because those who have great spiritual gifts but ‘have not love’ are nothing in God’s sight.” Grudem, pg. 401-2, Bible Doctrine
QUOTE 6 “We immediately understand not only how love can serve as ‘the more excellent way’, but also how the presence of love as Paul is describing it, is an infallible test of the Spirit’s presence. The various spiritual gifts as important as they are and as highly as Paul values them, can all be duplicated by pagans. This quality of love cannot be.” Carson, pg. 65, Showing the Spirit

1 Corinthians 14 1Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy. 2For anyone who speaks in a tongue[a] does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit.[b] 3But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort. 4He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 5I would like every one of you to speak in tongues,[c] but I would rather have you prophesy. He who prophesies is greater than one who speaks in tongues,[d] unless he interprets, so that the church may be edified. 

6Now, brothers, if I come to you and speak in tongues, what good will I be to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or word of instruction? 7Even in the case of lifeless things that make sounds, such as the flute or harp, how will anyone know what tune is being played unless there is a distinction in the notes? 8Again, if the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle? 9So it is with you. Unless you speak intelligible words with your tongue, how will anyone know what you are saying? You will just be speaking into the air. 10Undoubtedly there are all sorts of languages in the world, yet none of them is without meaning. 11If then I do not grasp the meaning of what someone is saying, I am a foreigner to the speaker, and he is a foreigner to me. 12So it is with you. Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church. 

13For this reason anyone who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret what he says. 14For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. 15So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my mind. 16If you are praising God with your spirit, how can one who finds himself among those who do not understand[e] say “Amen” to your thanksgiving, since he does not know what you are saying? 17You may be giving thanks well enough, but the other man is not edified. 18I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue. 
20Brothers, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults. 21In the Law it is written: “Through men of strange tongues and through the lips of foreigners I will speak to this people, but even then they will not listen to me,”[f] says the Lord. 22Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for believers, not for unbelievers. 23So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some who do not understand[g] or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand[h] comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, 25and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!” 

26What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church. 27If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. 28If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God. 29Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said. 30And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. 31For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged. 32The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets. 33For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the saints, 34women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as the Law says. 35If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church. 36Did the word of God originate with you? Or are you the only people it has reached? 
37If anybody thinks he is a prophet or spiritually gifted, let him acknowledge that what I am writing to you is the Lord’s command. 38If he ignores this, he himself will be ignored.[i] 39Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 40But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way. 

Footnotes: 

a. 1 Corinthians 14:2 Or another language; also in v4, 13, 14, 19, 26,27

b. 1 Corinthians 14:2 Or by the Spirit
c. 1 Corinthians 14:5 Or other languages; also in v6, 18, 22, 23,39

d. 1 Corinthians 14:5 Or other languages; also in v6, 18, 22, 23,39

e. 1 Corinthians 14:16 Or among the inquirers
f. 1 Corinthians 14:21 Isaiah 28:11,12

g. 1 Corinthians 14:23 Or some inquirers
h. 1 Corinthians 14:24 Or or some inquirer
i. 1 Corinthians 14:38 Some manuscripts If he is ignorant of this, let him be ignorant

Aims of the study: To consider what the gifts of prophecy, tongues and the interpretation of tongues are and the implications of 1 Corinthians 14 for the use of these gifts within the Church.

1. DEFINING TONGUES; What essentially are the gifts of tongues and the interpretation of tongues (quote 1 & 2)? Is speaking in tongues self-controlled speech or ecstatic speech (quote 3)? How does the interpreted gift of tongues differ from the gift of prophecy? How could tongues be falsified? 
2. DEFINING PROPHECY; How should we define the gift of prophecy (see quote 4 & 5)? How was “prophecy” understood, both in the Old Testament and also at the time of Jesus (see Appendix 3)? How do we see the gift of prophecy in action today and how does it differ from teaching (quote 6)?  
3. EDIFICATION IS KEY (14v1-12); What is Paul’s chief concern in v1-12? How do the gifts of tongues and prophecy differ in the area of building up the church? What’s the link between intelligibility and edification? How should we eagerly desire (v1) and excel (v12) in gifts that build up the Church?
4. INSTRUCTIONS FOR TONGUES (14v13-19); What instructions does Paul lay down for the tongues speaker? What does it mean to pray or sing with the Spirit (v14)? What are the implications of Paul’s insistence upon intelligibility for the use of his own gift of tongues; public or private usage? 
5. BELIEVERS OR UNBELIEVERS (14v20-25); How were the Corinthians being childish (v20)? How should we understand the idea of tongues and prophecy being signs to believers and unbelievers (see quote 7)? How do we explain the apparent contradiction? How do we apply these verses to the use of these gifts in relation to unbelievers?
6. ORDER (14v26-36); What should we conclude from v24 & 31 about who can prophecy? How does Paul set out his instructions for order within the Church? What implications do these verses have for our Church services? 

7. CONCLUSIONS (14v37-40); How does Paul conclude these chapters by way of warnings and instructions (see quote 8)? What should our response be to all that we have looked at on Spiritual gifts in Corinthians 12-14? Is there anything we need to go away and put into practice?
Ideas for prayer groups: Share about what God has been saying to you about the importance of intelligibility, edification and order in the use of our Spiritual gifts. 
Memory verse: 1 Corinthians 14:12
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QUOTE 1 “Speaking in tongues is prayer or praise spoken in syllables not understood by the speaker. This definition indicates that speaking in tongues is primarily speech directed toward God (that is prayer or praise). Therefore it is unlike the gift or prophecy, which frequently consists of messages directed from God toward people in the church. Paul says, “One who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God” (1 Cor 14:2), and if there is no interpreter present at the church service, Paul says that someone who has a gift of speaking in tongues should “keep silence in church and speak to himself and to God (1 Cor 14:28)...we may define the gift of interpretation as reporting to the church the general meaning of something spoken in tongues.” Grudem, pg. 421-3, Bible Doctrine
QUOTE 2 “It seems clear that the ‘gift of tongues’ in Acts is not the same as in Corinthians, e.g. the languages in Acts 2 were understood where as the issue in Corinth was precisely the opposite. The gift of tongues is essentially about languages. We see this in the way in which the word is used. The word ‘tongue’ is used in 3 ways in 1 Cor 14; (i) referring to the physical tongue in your mouth, see v9; (ii) referring to another language; ‘glossa’ is used in conjunction with a particular Greek word in v5; (iii) to refer to ecstatic utterances (or ‘unknown languages’ KJV); see v2. Maybe Paul is deliberately using different expressions to make a point related to his argument (similar to how he uses different words for spiritual gifts in 12:1/14:1). Maybe it is an indirect way for Paul to criticise the Corinthians use of tongues. But it certainly does show that even in 1 Cor 14 the heart of the matter is languages – since he is distinguishing languages from ecstatic utterances. We should however note that there is nothing to say that these languages are necessarily earthly languages because Paul mentions the tongues of both men and of angels in 13:1. Of course it would be impossible to know even if they were angelic tongues.” NAVS Discipleship Materials, 2001, The Holy Spirit – Prophecy, Tongues and Order

QUOTE 3 “Christian speaking in tongues is done as objectively as any other speaking, while the person is in full possession of his wits and volition, and in no strange state of mind whatever.” 
Packer, pg. 177, Keep in step with the Spirit 
QUOTE 4 “A fresh examination of the NT teaching on this gift will show that it should be defined not as ‘predicting the future’, nor as ‘proclaiming a word from the Lord’, nor as powerful teaching’ but rather as ‘telling something that God has spontaneously brought to mind’ ” Grudem, pg.408, Bible Doctrine
QUOTE 5 “A word from the Lord through a member of His body, inspired by His Spirit and given to build up the rest of the body.” Green, pg. 74, To Corinth with love
QUOTE 6 “If a message is the result of conscious reflection on the text of scripture, containing interpretation of the text and application to life, then it is a teaching. But if a message is the report of something God brings suddenly to mind, it is a prophecy. And even prepared teachings can be interrupted by unplanned additional material the Bible teacher suddenly feels God bring to his mind – in that case, it is a teaching with an element of prophecy mixed in.” Grudem, pg. 415, Bible Doctrine
QUOTE 7 “In the context of Isaiah 28:9-13 [quoted in 14:21], the ‘strange tongues’ of foreigners (the Assyrian troops) represent God’s visitation in judgement on his people. They had refused to listen to him and repent when he spoke clearly; now he will visit them through invading hordes by whom he will ‘speak’ in a language (Assyrian) whose content they will not understand, even though it they will “hear” a message of judgement. The ‘strange tongues’ do not convey content to the unbelieving Israelites, but they do serve as a sign – a negative sign, a sign of judgement.” Carson, pg. 113-4, Showing the Spirit
QUOTE 8 “Paul’s chief aim in these verses is not to lay out an exhaustive list of necessary ingredients to corporate worship, but to insist that the unleashed power of the Holy Spirit characteristic of this new age must be exercised in a framework of order, intelligibility, appropriateness, seemliness, dignity and peace. For that is the nature of the God whom we worship.” Carson, pg. 136, Showing the Spirit

Acts 2:1-13 1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 13Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 
Acts 1:4-8 4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.” 6So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 8:12-17 12But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, both men and women. 13Simon himself believed and was baptised. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw. 14When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptised into the name of the Lord Jesus. 17Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 10:34-48,11:15-18 34Then Peter began to speak: “I now realise how true it is that God does not show favouritism 35but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 36You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 39“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 44While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone keep these people from being baptised with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48So he ordered that they be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.
15“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 16Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptised with water, but you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could oppose God?” 18When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life.”

Acts 18:24-19:7 24Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervour and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. 27When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers and sisters encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. When he arrived, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. 28For he vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah. 191While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” “John’s baptism,” they replied. 4Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7There were about twelve men in all. 

Luke 3:16-17 16John answered them all, ‘I baptise you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
1 Corinthians 12:13 For we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

Aims of the study: Building on lessons from 1 Cor 12-14 we’re going to look at some key parts of Acts to consolidate what we’ve learned and develop a Biblical view of Baptism of the Spirit. Remember Acts is descriptive not prescriptive and that it’s more likely to be extraordinary rather than ordinary.
1. INTRODUCING BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT; What do we understand the term ‘baptism by (or with) the Spirit’ to be about (see quote 1)? What other viewpoints are you aware of concerning the nature of baptism of the Spirit? Why do some people argue that this is a second experience? Why do you think that some would argue that this experience is evidenced by the gift of tongues? 

2. JERUSALEM (ACTS 2:1-13); Does Acts 2 give support to a two-stage experience of the Spirit? In what sense was John the Baptist’s prophecy (Luke 3:16-17, Acts 1:4-8, quote 2) fulfilled at Pentecost? Does Acts 2 lend support to the notion that this experience is evidenced by tongues (quote 3)? To what extent would you describe the events of Pentecost as ordinary OR extraordinary? (quote 4) 
3. JUDEA AND SAMARIA (Acts 8:12-17); When exactly did the Samaritans become Christians in Acts 8:12-25? Why was the reception of the Spirit withheld from these Samaritans? Why did the Eunuch (8:26-40) not receive similar treatment? Was this ordinary OR extraordinary (quote 5)?
4. GENTILES (ACTS 10-11); What is the sequence of events for this group of Gentiles in Acts 10:34-48? What have these chapters to say about what is ‘the norm’ in receiving the Spirit? Why was the Holy Spirit withheld from them in this unusual yet significant way (quote 6)?

5. AN ANOMALY – JOHN’S DISCIPLES (Acts 18:24-19:7); How might we interpret the happenings of Acts 19? This is the key passage used to justify a two-stage experience of the Spirit; how do you understand the terminology here (e.g. disciples, receiving the Holy Spirit) in v1-2 (quote 7)? When did these Ephesian disciples become Christians; what is so special about them? 
6. CONCLUSIONS; What can we conclude about the evidence for a two-stage experience of receiving the Spirit attested by tongues? What are the dangers of this teaching for Christian unity? 
Though we might conclude that ‘baptism of the Spirit’ is not a technical term referring to a two stage blessing we have clearly seen throughout this series that there is an experiential side to our faith. What has been your experience of the Spirit in the past? What have we learned about desiring, pursing and most importantly not quenching such experiences (quote 8 and quote at bottom of the page)? 
Ideas for prayer groups: Thank God for the gift of His Spirit and ask Him to continue to allow you to experience the Spirit. Pray for humility and unity as we approach a thorny issue like this one.
Memory verse: 1 Corinthians 12:13
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“Many non-charismatics, reacting against the excesses of second blessing theology, have so resolutely set themselves to be open only to the one endowment connected with their conversion that no further pursuit of the Lord or of profound spiritual experience is thought wise or necessary. But there is firm, Biblical evidence of NT believers who seek the Lord in disciplined, self-abased prayer and who consequently come into a distinct, further experience of the Spirit.” Carson, pg. 159, Showing the Spirit

QUOTE 1 “The phrase “Baptism in/with the Spirit” caused considerable discussion in the 20th century. Christians in the mainline Pentecostal churches commonly use it to refer to a second experience of the Spirit, subsequent to conversion and accompanied by speaking in tongues. In the middle of the century the charismatic movement brought the discussion to the centre of attention. The verbal form, ‘baptise(d) with the Holy Spirit’, occurs 7 times in the Bible. Six refer to John the Baptist’s contrast between his preparatory heralding ministry, baptising “with water”, and Jesus’ coming messianic ministry, baptising ‘with the Holy Spirit’ (Mt 3:11, Mk 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1:33, Acts 1:5, 11:16). It also occurs when Paul expounds the essential experience of the Spirit in all of God’s people: ‘we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body’ (1 Cor 12:13). An examination of these references and of the whole NT idea of baptism yields the conclusion that ‘baptism in the Spirit’ refers to an aspect of Christian initiation.” Milne, pg. 247, Know the Truth
QUOTE 2 “Judging from the flow of the book of Acts, one cannot seriously doubt that this experience of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost is presented by Luke as the fulfilment of the prophecy by John the Baptist: after him would come the one who would baptise with in the Holy Spirit (Mt 3:11, Mk 1:8, Lk 3:16,Jn 1:33). That promise is taken up by the resurrected Christ in Acts 1:5, where it serves as the basis for his injunction to remain in Jerusalem until the gift of the Spirit is given. Acts 2 must be read in that light.” Carson, pg. 139, Showing the Spirit 
QUOTE 3 “It is most striking that Peter understands the tongues phenomena to be the fulfilment of what Joel says regarding prophecy (Joel 2:17-18). In other words, prophecy is an expression that embraces tongues: or put more generally, prophecy, tongues, revelatory dreams, and visions are all lumped together in a single category as the expected attestation that the Spirit has been poured out…Moreover if this judgement is right, it suggests that Luke was not particularly interested in identifying tongues, as opposed to prophecy, as the crucial, identifying sign of the baptism in the Holy Spirit.” Carson, pg. 141, Showing the Spirit
QUOTE 4 “Luke is not primarily concerned about establishing an order for conversion, faith and baptism in the Spirit. Pentecost was the beginning of a totally new era of the work of the Spirit and as such was a unique and unrepeatable event.” NAVS Discipleship Materials, 2001, Holy Spirit Series
QUOTE 5 “It appears then that the gift of the Holy Spirit is withheld to draw the connection between the Samaritans and the Jerusalem church through the apostles.” Carson, pg. 145, Showing the Spirit
QUOTE 6 “The Jewish believers are astonished that the Holy Spirit is poured out even on the gentiles, apparently thinking that gentiles would have to become Jewish proselytes before they could become eligible for this gift.” Carson, pg. 147, Showing the Spirit 

QUOTE 7 “Paul presupposes that reception of the Spirit at conversion is normal and expected, the distinctive abnormality of the Ephesians’ experience could not be repeated today, since it is inconceivable that someone could be found who was a baptised follower of the Baptist, an enthusiastic supporter of the Baptist’s witness to Jesus, apparently also a believer in Jesus’ death and resurrection, but ignorant of Pentecost…the gifts serve as the attestation to the Ephesian believers themselves of the gift of the Spirit that transfers them from a group of the old era to the one in which they should be living.” Carson, pg. 150, Showing the Spirit 
QUOTE 8 “If we do not have Christ’s Spirit in us, we do not belong to Christ at all. This makes it plain that the gift of the Spirit is an initial and universal blessing, received when we first repent and believe in Jesus. Of course there may be many further and richer experiences of the Spirit, and many fresh anointing of the Spirit for special tasks, but the personal indwelling of the Spirit is every believer’s privilege from the beginning.” Stott, pg.224, Message of Romans


What does the word Spirit bring to mind? The Hebrew word for Spirit rûah, means ‘wind’ or ‘breath’. It is a picture word, meaning invisible power and life giving power. Both meanings of rûah are used in Ezekiel 37:1-10 where the Spirit is an invisible power and a life giving power. In the NT the Greek word pneuma is used and also means wind or breath. Pneuma is the word from which we get our English word pneumatic. Tyres are pneumatic because we blow them up. This same picture of life giving power is seen in John 3:5-8 in the context of being born again.

Has the Spirit always been at work? The Spirit has been active from the very beginning. Genesis 1:2, 2:7, Psalm 33:6, Job 26:13, 33:4 tell us that the Holy Spirit was at work in creation, He is the life giving Spirit for all things (Psalm 104:27-30). The word rûah is also used of our life giving spirit – Michael Green says that we must remember that it is always ‘On loan’.

Power or person – From an OT perspective you could get the impression that the Holy Spirit was a ‘something’ rather than a ‘someone’, a power rather than a person. The Holy Spirit is described more in terms of power than person. In the NT we clearly see the Holy Spirit much more in terms of person, but He is still the same Holy Spirit, He has not changed. There appears to be different phases in the Spirit’s work and in His self-revelation in scripture. The Holy Spirit is still the Holy Spirit, but it seems in the OT, that He revealed Himself in terms of power. 

Gifting in the OT – This impersonal aspect of power is particularly evident in the experience of people being gifted for specific tasks. God gave special abilities to particular people in order that they might be able to fulfil some divinely given task. When God called or commissioned someone to a task, He equipped him or her for that task (e.g. Numbers 11:16-17,24, Judges 6:34, 15:14, 1 Samuel 10:9-12, 16:13, Micah 3:8). When this happened these people did things which previously they would have been incapable of doing. This equipping includes on occasion, prophesying, predicting the future, great strength, military prowess and even manual skill and creative ability (Exodus 31:1-11). A wide variety of metaphors are used in the Bible of what happened when God gifted an individual – for example God putting His Spirit on someone, the Spirit of God resting on someone, being stirred by the spirit, someone in whom is the Spirit of God, the Spirit came upon or entered into people, being filled with the Spirit, pouring out His Spirit. Sometimes the results were ecstatic, and people did things outside of themselves. For example when Saul prophesied it was so out of character that it became proverbial ‘Is Saul among the Prophets.’ But it certainly wasn’t always that way. 

Three limitations of OT gifting – (1) This gifting was selective, it was only for the few, those God had raised up for a particular task (Numbers 11:26-29). (2) This gifting could be temporary, it was not necessarily permanent (Saul in 1 Samuel 16:14). In Psalm 51:11 David prays ‘Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.’ (3) This gifting of the Spirit did not necessarily make someone holy; the Holy Spirit gifts some very dubious characters (Samson, Jephthah, Saul). So gifting does not necessarily mean holiness. These limitations are hard for us to understand coming from a New Testament perspective. Before we can understand the work the Holy Spirit in the NT, we need to understand His person and work in the OT. We can often be guilty of reading back what we know from the NT into the OT – we must understand the OT before we can truly understand the NT.
Quoted from The Holy Spirit - The person, promise and filling of the Spirit, 2001, www.sotonnavs.org 

Administration

Literal Meaning: To pilot or steer a ship.

Description: The divine ability to organise information and things for himself and others to work efficiently in the body of Christ.

Common Traits and Functions: Organizing, systematizing, efficiency oriented.

Best Use: Organise information, materials and people in an efficient manner for a particular task.

Worst Use: Counseling people regarding personal problems.

Developmental Ideas: Observe how others with this gift have organised for efficiency. Understand available organizational tools (computer, accounting systems, etc). Study the value of relationships versus organization.

Scripture: 1 Cor.12:28; Ex.18:13-26; Acts 6:1-7

Apostle

Literal Meaning: To be sent with a message.

Description: The God-given enablement to start churches and oversee their development.

Common Traits and Functions: Envisioning, building, deciding, practical and conceptual.

Best Use: Pioneer new and innovative ministries. Overhaul existing ministries which have lost a sense of purpose and direction. Train others in ministry by mentoring.

Worst Use: Maintain an existing ministry with little opportunity for changing it.

Developmental Ideas: Network with others who have this gift. Work in conjunction with others with the gift of wisdom and knowledge.

Scripture: Eph.4:11-12; 1 Cor.12:28; Rom.1:5

Discernment (Discerning Spirits)

Literal Meaning: To separate, distinguish, differentiate good and evil, right and wrong.

Description: The divine aptitude to distinguish between truth and error. Also to perceive whether a person ministering in God’s name is really from God, Satan or acting out of human power; and the ability to perceive whether a person is unique, authentic and honest.

Common Traits and Functions: Perceptive, sensitive to moral issues, personally steadfast, rightly evaluating.

Best Use: Interviewing people seeking ministry positions. Evaluating the quality and maturity of a ministry. Identifying insincere and dishonest people.

Worst Use: Designing solutions for improvement and implementing them.

Developmental Ideas: Work through personally difficult issues where self-righteousness and defensiveness often breed. Understand the biblical difference between judging to condemn and judging to correct with mercy and truth.

Scripture: 1 Cor.12:10; 1 John 4:1-3; Gal.1:6-9; Acts 5:3; Matt.16:21-23

Encouragement/Exhortation

Literal Meaning: To come alongside of.

Description: The divine capacity to identify the deep needs of individuals and guide them to meaningful resolution of those needs through comfort, encouragement, confrontation, and instruction; and/or the ability to motivate people to meaningful growth through instructing them in the biblical truths regarding growth processes.

Common Traits and Functions: Relationally perceptive, empathetic, process and growth oriented.

Best Use: Guiding another individual or small group through difficult personal problems. Motivating groups of people to apply biblical truths which lead to maturity.

Worst Use: Become overloaded with too many people. Required to lead a group of people.

Developmental Ideas: Understand what God’s Word says about the nature of man, the attributes of God, evil and pain, confession, repentance and sanctification (i.e., the process of growing more Christ-like).

Scripture: Rom.12:8; John 16:7-11; Acts 2:40; 11:22-24; 15:32

Evangelism
Literal Meaning: To bring good news.

Description: The God-given ability to drive and communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ to those who are not believers.

Common Traits and Functions: Bold, confident, deep concern about eternal issues, deep concern for the eternal well being of others.

Best Use: Serve on a mission team. Initiate conversations about Christ with non-believers. Special outreach ministries. Train others in sharing Christ.

Worst Use: Too much involvement with Christians so as to severely limit contact with non-Christians.

Developmental Ideas: Understand and appreciate the pressure points for non-Christians. Understand how to defend the Gospel through truth and relationships. Have a clear understanding of what the Good News of Jesus is.

Scripture: Eph.4:11; 2 Tim.4:5; Acts 8:26-40; 21:8; Luke 19:1-10

Faith

Literal Meaning: To trust, have confidence, believe.

Description: The divine enablement to trust God’s promises and to confidently believe God for changes and spiritual growth which will enhance God’s purposes.

Common Traits and Functions: Future oriented, biblical values, change oriented.

Best Use: Involved in new ministry initiatives where resistance from Satan is encountered.

Worst Use: Tasked with maintaining the status quo in a ministry.

Developmental Ideas: Study faith from the Scriptures. Pray with others with the gift of faith. Understand faith, intuition and presumption.

Scripture: 1 Cor.12:9; 13:2; Heb.11; 12:1-3; Matt.17:19-21

Giving

Literal Meaning: To give a part of or share.

Description: The divine ability to determine the physical needs of people and provide physical resources to help meet those needs. To contribute money and material resources to the work of the Lord with cheerfulness and liberality.

Common Traits and Functions: Resourceful, caring, and generous.

Best Use: Contributing material resources beyond their natural ability for the work of God.

Worst Use: Under challenged. Restricted to give to one ministry.

Developmental Ideas: Be exposed to a variety of ministries. Pray with those with the gift of giving and the gift of faith. Understand the biblical teachings on possessions and material resources.

Scripture: Rom.12:8; Acts 5:1-11; 2 Cor.8:1-9, 15; Eph.4:28; Luke 3:11; Jas.2:15-1

Healing*
Literal Meaning: To restore instantaneously.

Description: The divine empowering to be God’s means for restoring people to wholeness. The ability to call on God to heal the sick by supernatural means.

Common Traits and Functions: Deep concern for the sick. Desire to glorify God.

Best Use: Healing the sick as a means of demonstrating the power and glory of God.

Worst Use: Seeking self-glorification.

Developmental Ideas: Understanding the healing ministries of Jesus and Paul.

Scripture: 1 Cor.12:9, 28, 30; Acts 3:1-8; Mark 2:1-12

* NOTE: The word is actually plural, ‘healings’, which indicates that different kinds of healings are possible with this gift—emotional, relational, spiritual, physical, etc.

Helps

Literal Meaning: To take the place of someone.

Description: The God-given capability to work alongside another and help that person complete the task God has given him/her. To attach spiritual value to the accomplishment of practical and necessary tasks which support the body of Christ.

Common Traits and Functions: Servant attitude, loyal, detail oriented, responsive to the initiatives of others.

Best Use: Serve as a detail person for a leader of a ministry.

Worst Use: Leading a ministry.

Developmental Ideas: Understand the value God places on serving. Understand the limits and dangers of complying with another person’s wishes.

Scripture: 1 Cor.12:7, 28; Rom.12:7; Matt.17:55

Interpreting Tongues

Literal Meaning: To translate, interpret.

Description: The divine enabling to understand and communicate the meaning of an unknown language spoken by one who is speaking in tongues.

Common Traits and Functions: Finds ordinary language restrictive in prayer and worship, feels a sense of liberation and deeper communication with God.

Best Use: Interpret an unknown tongue within corporate worship.

Worst Use: Public worship where use of tongues is restricted.

Developmental Ideas: Understand the biblical teaching on the value and dangers of tongues.

Scripture: 1 Cor.12:10, 30; 14:1-19, 26-28

Knowledge (Word of Knowledge)

Literal Meaning: To know.

Description: The divine skill to seek out and remember a myriad of facts on various subjects and to analyze effectively.

Common Traits and Functions: Analytical, objective accumulates information, researching.

Best Use: Delineating a detailed plan for a ministry vision, project or activity.

Worst Use: Leading and implementing the plan.

Developmental Ideas: Exposure to information relevant to his/her ministry of interest. Exposure to decision makers who will use this knowledge. Understand the benefits and dangers of knowledge.

Scripture: 1 Cor. 8:1; 12:8; 13:8; John 4:16-19; Mark 2:6-8

Leadership/Ruling 

Literal Meaning: To stand before.

Description: The God-given enablement to serve by overseeing, coordinating and motivating others in the work of God.

Common Traits and Functions: Purposeful, destiny driven, comfortable with power, views leading as a service.

Best Use: A primary leader of ministry.

Worst Use: Detail implementation.

Developmental Ideas: Understand God’s perspective on leadership, power, and submission and serving. Understand the limits of authority of a spiritual leader.

Scripture: Rom.12:8; Heb.13:17; Matt.23:10; Luke 22:25-26; Acts 18:8, 17; Num.33:1

Mercy

Literal Meaning: To show kindness.

Description: The divine aptitude to minister cheerfully and appropriately to people who are suffering, to perceive the hurts of people and console them without condemnation.

Common Traits and Functions: Perceptive, consoling not condemning.

Best Use: Consoling those with emotional scars from sin.

Worst Use: Evaluating the intentions of others.

Developmental Ideas: Understand the mercy and justice of God from the Scriptures. Be exposed to the exhorting gift. Understand the benefit of mercy with cheerfulness.

Scripture: Rom.12:7-8; Jas.5:11; Matt.5:7; 10:46-52

Miracles

Literal Meaning:  To do deeds of power.

Description: The divine empowering to call on God to do supernatural acts which glorify him and give evidence of his grace.

Common Traits and Functions: Indifferent to rational definitions of what is normal and possible. Open to supernatural acts.

Best Use: Believing God for miracles which will bring glory to God and cause others to consider God’s will for their lives.

Worst Use: Seeking self-glorification.

Developmental Ideas: Understand from Scripture God’s purposes for doing miracles and withholding miracles.

Scripture: 1 Cor.12:10, 28-29; Acts 10:17-20; John 2:1-11; Luke 5:1-11

Pastor/Shepherd

Literal Meaning: To shepherd a flock.

Description: The God-given capability to oversee, guide, care for and nurture the spiritual needs of individuals and groups of people in the body of Christ as they grow in their faith.

Common Traits and Functions: Sensitive to group needs, caring of people, guiding others.

Best Use: Pastor a local group of believers. Train others by mentoring them.

Worst Use: Pioneer a new ministry. Heavy load of personal counseling.

Developmental Ideas: Understand God’s dealing with groups of people. Understand biblical principles of group conflict resolution.

Scripture: Eph.4:11-13; 1 Pet.5:1-4

Prophecy

Literal Meaning: To speak before.

Description: The divine enablement to speak out God’s truth with power and clarity in a timely and culturally relevant manner for edification or correction or repentance.  

Common Traits and Functions: Sensitive to sin, bold, high value on biblical behaviour. 

Best Use: Influence believers and society toward biblically moral behaviour. Train others by mentoring them.

Worst Use: Leading a group.

Developmental Ideas: A broad study of biblical teachings. Understanding of moral absolutes and relatives from Scripture. Understand the role of faith in prophecy.

Scripture: Rom.12:6; 1 Cor.12:10, 28; 14:1; Eph.4:11; 2 Pet.1:20-21

Service

Literal Meaning: To render any kind of service/ministry.

Description: The divine capacity to identify and the desire to help meet the physical needs of others.

Common Traits and Functions: Perceptive of physical needs, eager to serve, empathetic towards those in need.

Scripture: Rom.12:7; 2 Tim.1:16-18; Acts 6:1-7; Titus 3:14; Gal.6:2, 10

Speaking in Tongues

Literal Meaning: Tongue, language.

Description: The divine ability to speak, worship or pray in a language (known or unknown) without prior knowledge of that language.

Common Traits and Functions: Finds ordinary language restrictive in prayer and worship, feels a sense of liberation and deeper communication with God.

Best Use: Private worship of God for personal edification. Sharing Christ to non-Christians in language they can understand.

Worst Use: Public worship without interpretation.

Developmental Ideas: Understand the scriptural teachings on tongues: the benefits and dangers to the furtherance of the Gospel.

Scripture: 1 Cor.12:10, 28-30; 14:5-6, 23; Acts 2:1-13

Teaching

Literal Meaning:  To teach.

Description: The divine skill to understand and communicate the truth of God in a clear and relevant manner.

Common Traits and Functions: Learning, researching, communicating, illustrating truth.

Best Use: Speaking to various sizes of groups of believers. Speaking on subjects with personal conviction. Train others by instructing and mentoring.

Worst Use: Expecting all teachers to be good evangelists and prophets.

Developmental Ideas: Exposure to other teachers and teaching methods. Systematic study of the Old and New Testaments.

Scripture: Rom.12:7; 1 Cor.12:28-29; Eph.4:11; Acts 20:20-21

Wisdom (Word of Wisdom)

Literal Meaning: Wisdom (to speak appropriate truth at the right time).

Description: The God-given aptitude to discern applicable principles from God’s Word to complex situations, to apply spiritual knowledge effectively.

Common Traits and Functions: Synthesizing, intuiting, designing, studying.

Best Use: Consulting and advising regarding the foundations, direction and design of a ministry.

Worst Use: Detailed implementation and leading.

Developmental Ideas: Broad study of Scripture in order to understand a biblical world view. Broad exposure to people and ideas. Exposure to decision makers.

Scripture: 1 Cor.12:8; 2 Pet.3:14-16; Acts 6:8-10

Additional Gifts Mentioned

Celibacy

Literal Meaning: The state of being unmarried, and chaste.

Description: The God-given capacity to remain single and enjoy it; to be unmarried and not suffer undue sexual temptations.

Common Traits and Functions: Marriage not a priority or particular desire, aware of the benefits of being single. Rarely struggling with sexual temptation.
Scripture: 1 Cor.7:7-8; Matt.19:10-12

Craftsmanship

Literal Meaning: To craft, design, build.

Description: The God-given skill to creatively design and/or construct items for ministry.

Common Traits and Functions: Enjoys creative work. Looks for God’s handiwork in nature and man made things. Seeks to point people to God through beauty.
Scripture: Ex.31:3-5; 2 Sam.5:11; 2 Kings 22:4-7; Mark 6:3

Creative Communication

Literal Meaning: To communicate artistically.

Description: The God-given talent to communicate God’s truth through a variety of art forms.

Common Traits and Functions: Desire to glorify God through artistic means. Participates in artistic endeavours. Finds self expression and ability to communicate relationship with God in various art forms.
Scripture: Psalm 150; 2 Sam.6:14; Mark 4:1-2

Exorcism

Literal Meaning: One who employs a formula for the expulsion of demons.

Description:  The divine empowering to cast out demons and evil spirits.

Common Traits and Functions: Sensitive to the presence of demons/evil spirits. Compassion for demonised people. Sense of courage and authority in the face of demons/evil spirits.

Scripture: Matt.12:22-32; Luke 10:12-20; Acts 8:5-8; 16:16-18

Hospitality

Literal Meaning: To love strangers.

Description: The divine ability to care for people by providing fellowship, food or shelter.

Common Traits and Functions: Happy having guests in the home; relaxed, not house proud; enjoy providing food, willing to share.
Scripture: Rom.12:13; 1 Pet.4:9; Heb.13:2

Intercession

Literal Meaning: To plead for someone, intercede.

Description: The divine capability to consistently pray with faith on behalf of others and/or for social needs.

Common Traits and Functions: Pray for lengthy amounts of time. Intense, persistent prayers, derive great personal satisfaction from praying.
Scripture: Rom.8:26-27; John 17:1-26; Heb.7:25; Acts 12:5

Martyrdom

Literal Meaning: To undergo suffering and death for your Faith.

Description: The God-given empowering to undergo suffering for the faith even to death while consistently displaying a joyous and victorious attitude that brings glory to God.

Common Traits and Functions: Unperturbed by thoughts of suffering and death. Willing to face persecution, suffering, torture and even death.

Scripture: 1 Cor.13:3; Acts 7:54-60
Missionary

Literal Meaning: One who is sent (on a mission.)

Description: The God-given ability to minister whatever other spiritual gifts they have in a second culture.

Common Traits and Functions: Enjoy the challenge of living in another culture while cutting ties with their first culture on a long term basis. Enjoy language learning.
Scripture: 1 Cor.9:19-23; Acts 8:4; 13:2-3; 22:21; Rom.10:15

Voluntary Poverty

Literal Meaning: Choosing to live with deficiency of resources, in destitution.

Description: The divine enablement to renounce material comfort and luxury and adopt a personal lifestyle equivalent to those living at the poverty level in a given society in order to serve God more effectively.

Common Traits and Functions: Attracted to living a simple life style, critical of social and economic policies. Give generously.
Scripture: 1 Cor.13:1-3; Acts 2:44-45; 4:34-37; 2 Cor.6:10; 8:9

NB: The main bulk of this list of gifts came from an old photocopied handout and its original source is not listed or known. It has been added to and amended. 

Quoted in full from “Discovering your SHAPE”, Tom & Judi Walsh (Navigators UK)


The New Testament counterparts to Old Testament prophets are New testament apostles

Old Testament prophets had an amazing opportunity – they were able to speak and write words that had absolute divine authority. They could say, “Thus says the Lord,” and the words that followed were the very words of God. The Old Testament prophets wrote their words as God’s words in Scripture for all time (See Num 22:38; Deut 18:18-20; Jer 1:9; Ezekiel 2:7 et al). Therefore, to disbelieve or disobey a prophet’s words was to disbelieve or disobey God (see Deut 18:19; 1 Sam 8:7; 1 Kings 20:36 and many other passages). 

In the New Testament there were also people who spoke and wrote God’s very words and had them recorded in Scripture, but we may be surprised to find that Jesus no longer calls them “prophets” but useds a new term, “apostles”. The apostles are the New Testament counterpart to the Old Testament prophets (see 1 Cor 2:13; 2 Cor 13:3; Gal 1:8-9; 11-12; 1 Thess 2:13; 4:8;15; 2 Peter 3:2). It is the apostles, not the prophets, who have authority to write the words of the NT Scripture. 

When the apostles want to establish their unique authority, they never appeal to the title “prophet” but rather call themselves “apostles” (Rom 1:1; 1 Cor 1:1; 9:1-2; 2 Cor 1:1; 11:12-13; 12:11-12; Gal 1:1; Eph 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1; 3:2 et al). This suggests that the words prophet and prophecy may not have been suitabkle to describe the authors of New Testament Scripture and that perhaps the words were frequently used in a broader sense at the time.
The meaning of the word prophet in the time of the New Testament

Why did Jesus choose the new term apostle to designate those who had the authority to write Scripture? It was probably because the Greek word prophetes “(“prophet”) at the time of the New Testament had a very broad range of meanings. It generally did not have the sense “one who speaks God’s very words” but rather “one who speaks on the basis of some external influence” (often a spiritual influence of some kind). Titus 1:12 uses the word in this sense, where Paul quotes the pagan Grek poet Epimenides: ‘One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” ’ The soldiers who mock Jesus also seem to use the word prophesy in this way,when they blindfold Jesus and cruelly demand, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” (Luke 22:64). They do not mean, “Speak words of absolute divine authority,” but, “Tell us something that has been revealed to you” (cf. John 4:19). 

Many writings outside the Bible use the word prophet (Gk Prophetes) in this way without signifying any divine authority in the words of one called a “prophet”. In fact, by the time of the New Testament, the term prophet in everyday use often simply meant “one who has supernatural knowledge” or “one who predicts the future” – or even just “spokesman” (without any connotations of divine authority). Helmut Kramer surveys a number of examples of the use of this word near the time of the New Testament in his article in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, concluding that the Greek for “prophet” (prophetes) “simply expresses the formal function of declaring, proclaiming, making known.” Yet, because “every prophet declares something which is not his own,” the Greek word for “herald” (keryx) is the closest synonym.”


Of course, the words prophet and propecy were sometimes used of the apostles in contexts that emphasised the external spiritual influence (from the Holy Spirit) under which they spoke (so Eph 2:20; 3:5; and Rev 1:3;22:7), but this was not the ordinary terminology used for the apostles, nor did the terms prophet and propecy in themselves imply divine authority for their speech writing. Much more commonly, the words prophet and propecy were used of ordinary Christians who spoke not with divine authority, but simply to report something that God had laid on their hearts or brought to their minds.

Quoted in full from Grudem, pg. 408-9, Bible Doctrine

WEEK 1 (WHO IS THE SPIRIT, THE ESSENCE OF HIS MINISTRY)

Matthew 3:16-17 16As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
WEEK 2 (THE PERSON AND FILLING OF THE SPIRIT)

Ephesians 5:19-21 19Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. 20Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 21Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
WEEK 3 (MINISTRY OF TEACHING, ILLUMINATION & NEW BIRTH)

1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 4For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.

WEEK 4 (MINISTRY OF ASSURANCE AND HOPE)

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 21Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
WEEK 5 (TRANSFORMATION AND MISSION)

Galatians 5:22-23 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

WEEK 6 (SPIRITUAL GIFTS 1 – UNITY, DIVERSITY AND PERFECTION)

1 Peter 4:10-11 10Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. 11If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ…

WEEK 7 (SPIRITUAL GIFTS 2 – INTELLIGIBILITY, EDIFICATION AND ORDER)

1 Corinthians 14:12 So it is with you. Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church.
WEEK 8 (EXPERIENCE AND PAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT)

1 Corinthians 12:13 For we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

Below are contact details for the Leadership team. We love meeting up with people for a tea/coffee, chat about what is going on in our lives so please do ask us if we don’t ask you first!


If you would like a regular 1to1 with an older Christian from the group please speak to Jane who is our 1to1 Co-ordinator.
Steve & Debs McClure (Team Leaders, Term Planning, NAVS Reps)

Home: 02380-677557; Mobile: 07852-233960

E-mail: steveanddebs@sotonnavs.org 

Tim (Evangelism, NAVS Rep) & Lowri Peters (Food Co-ordinator)
Mobile: 07907-692861 OR 07817-606746

E-mail: timpeters1984@yahoo.com OR lowriwebb@gmail.com 
Jane Mitchell (1to1 Co-ordinator, NAVS Associate Rep)
Home: 02380-362894; Mobile: 07952-773428

E-mail: janemitchell100@hotmail.com
Steve (Treasurer, NAVS Associate Rep) & Holly Price (Secretary)
Home: 02380-581634; Mobile: 07834-528399

E-mail: steveandhollyprice@hotmail.com
Kate Marshall (Mission)
Mobile: 07752-870345


E-mail: kate.marshall@btinternet.com  

Kim Gordon (Food Co-ordinator)
Mobile: 07979-855877

E-mail: kimgordon1985@hotmail.com
Chris Hinde (Ignite)
Mobile: 07935-366159
E-mail: chris.hinde@gmail.com
Adam Collett (Prayer & Praise, Connect Worker)
Mobile: 07871-691908

E-mail: acollett@hotmail.co.uk
James Pritchard (Marketing)
Mobile: 07789-267259

E-mail: japritchard@gmail.com 

Lydia Clarke (Graduates, LifeNet)
Mobile: 07813-634612

E-mail: clarke_lydia@hotmail.com
Stephen Merrit-Harrison (Evangelism, Connect Worker)
Mobile: 07708-701737

E-mail: stephenjmh@googlemail.com
Dave Callaghan (International Students)
Mobile: 07837-904319

E-mail: callaghandr@googlemail.com
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THE BIG WEEKEND…


Big Weekend is an exciting joint venture between the Navigators and LICC focused on the student generation and will be taking place 11-13 February 2011. We want to inspire and equip a new generation of young people to be effective as disciples on campuses across the country and to impact their society beyond the student years. …





IGNITE your adventure with God and discover the 'secrets' behind a deep and lasting relationship with Him. Tap into our wealth of experience. We'll bring you practical help in unpacking the Bible and getting to know Jesus better. IGNITE your passion for God and see where He will take you. ��EQUIP others to have an adventure with God. Release your potential and the potential of those around you. Influence the lives of the people you know, as you come alongside God in His vision for making disciples. Get your engines revved, put in gear and go out to EQUIP the next generation. This is God's heart. He wants to use you to make it reality!��ENGAGE with the world you're in. Learn how disciples can follow Jesus in an age of Internet, iPhones and cities that never sleep. See how the Gospel story connects in halls & houses, lectures & labs, clubs & societies, sports teams and on nights out. Join ENGAGE as we explore the culture that shapes us. We'll help you to be distinctive and infectious - living a Gospel life in your world.
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