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“Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
       and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”

Psalm 51:10
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We see people whose lives demonstrate a passion for Christ, who are rooted in the Scriptures and the promises of God. They are prayerfully dependent on Christ.

They draw others to Jesus through his growing presence in their lives. Their heart for God and his people compel them to leave the comforts of their own culture, taking the gospel into every segment of society.

There is a great sense of community about them even though they are diverse in temperament and gifting. Jesus is their first love and they talk about him and want others to meet him. They embrace the values of God's kingdom and journey under his sovereign rule, living relevant and authentic lives wherever he has put them.

Unity is vigorously maintained and gives strength to their fellowship and community. They recognize the reality of suffering and humbly cling to God through difficult times, demonstrating a growing dependency on him.

By affirming discipleship in the realm of daily life, they seek to support each other in their vulnerability and personal weakness. It's often this commitment to journey with one another that draws others to travel with them. They release the naivety that they will always get along with each other and learn to interact in ways that do not bring disunity.

Mission values are intrinsic to the life of this community. Alongside impacting their own country, they want to see the gospel bear fruit in every nation. They persevere as workers facing a seemingly impossible task. Their mission is greatly enhanced by partnering with others. Existing ministries are flourishing, providing labourers for the harvest fields of the world, both inside and outside their movement.

Within this broad vision the focus is to invest deeply in a few. With help from others, they, in turn, invest in faithful and able men and women so that generations of labourers are multiplied. This unobtrusive work is the seedbed for developing leaders who live authentic lives of love and grace.

These labourers know, apply and effectively teach God's word. The Holy Spirit guides and empowers them. Their lives are integrated in Christ and they display sacrifice, weakness, brokenness, reality and genuineness. Equipped to serve, living similar experiences differently because of Christ within them, they make a permanent difference wherever God has placed them.

Quoted from www.studentnavs.org 
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Below are just a few simple suggestions for how we think you can get the most from the group and materials this term:

Your Commitment 

We would encourage you to make a commitment to come along regularly on a Thursday evening. We realise that sometimes there are things that get in the way but we would encourage you to give high priority to studying the Bible with others and be at the studies as much as possible. This may involve some sacrifice, definitely some effective organisation of your time, but we really believe that doing so will help you to get the most out of the studies and prayer times.

Our Commitment

The heart of the Navigators calling is to invest in the lives of people. To that end we would like to make one to one discipleship freely available to all. Hopefully we will take the initiative to start meeting up with you but please feel free to approach any of the leadership team about meeting up with an older Christian. 

Your Feedback

When you have a large group like NAVS it is not easy to cater for everyone but we do try to do our best. We are all individuals and as such we will have different experiences of studying the Bible, spending time with each other and praying together. If there is something or someone that you are struggling with in the group we would encourage you to speak to one of the leadership team as soon as possible. 

Your Contribution

This might sound obvious but to some degree ‘what you put in’ to the group is going to determine ‘what you get out’ of the group. We would like to encourage you to contribute honestly and as much you are able to the discussion and workings of the group. We understand that different personalities and previous knowledge / experience make each of us quite different but we do all have a part to play regardless. In the past there have often been times when some of the most insightful and/or honest contributions have come from new or even not-yet Christians!!

Your Group

Above all we want you to feel that NAVS is your group and we therefore want you to have a real say in what and how it happens. If there are areas you would like to be involved in from Web design to leading Bible studies please let us know.

Your Preparation  
These materials are primarily for use in preparing for the weekly group discussions but they will also be useful in keeping your thoughts together in one place. 

The materials firstly provide you with the passage so that you can identify and highlight recurring themes and note down your own thoughts and questions. Secondly, the materials include questions designed to provoke thought and help you think through what the passage meant both to the Christians at the time and what it means for us now.

We would really encourage you to make use of these materials, as doing so will help you contribute and get the most out of the group discussions. The materials are however only “tools”, they are there to help you and not to restrict you or force you to think in a certain manner.  We want to see God alone speaking to us through these passages and if the questions or notes do not help you, then don’t use them. We have included within these materials an introduction to the book, which is the opinion of an expert. Remember though that this introduction is not the inspired word of God and experts often disagree with one another and do get it wrong!

Make sure that you spend some time praying and try to spend most of your time reading and re-reading the passage. Then with the passage in mind consider the suggested questions with an open mind. The questions are written so that there is rarely “a single right answer” and we would encourage you to bring your thoughts to the studies to share with your group.

We would appreciate your feedback and suggestions on how to make these materials as helpful as they can be.

SOTON NAVS Leadership team


The story of his battle with Goliath is the stuff of legends: an unknown, unlikely looking youth defiantly takes on the ultimate enemy weapon – an enormous and unconquered super-warrior. He sets out unprotected and alone, yet astonishingly, he slaughters the evil giant – the enemy is routed and David wins total victory for his people.
David stands out in the Old Testament history of God’s people, Israel. He is a magnetic and inspiring figure.  

But then the stories and Psalms reveal other ‘David’s’ – the desperate outlaw and the broken sinner, as well as the magnificent king and ‘lover’ of God. It’s easy to see why the story of David and Goliath is still so popular. We love David the hero, the shepherd boy who became king of Israel, chosen by God as a man ‘after His own heart’. But what about David’s despised ‘worm’ the hot tempered bully, the weak father, the lustful playboy and the coldly calculating murderer? Did God really know what He was doing when He chose David?!
God doesn’t speak to us in dry, abstract propositions – He loves to use vivid pictures, and David is a fantastic illustrated lesson for us. We warm to his character, his bold defiance of God’s enemies, his humility and tender heart – humans have always wanted someone like this to look up to and be inspired by. But then….he lets everyone down big time; his life becomes mired in selfish greed, callous cruelty and brazen lies. Even this ‘man after God’s own heart’ cannot help us because he cannot help himself.

We need a greater hero.

So the story of David isn’t just a lesson in the ‘secrets’ of David’s success or the reasons for his many failures. It uncovers the bigger story of that greater hero – Jesus – giving us a glimpse of His complete victory over our greatest enemy, sin and death itself. Jesus’ true kingship will never fail and His perfect salvation is what we all need. 

Nathan Buttery – ‘God’s True King’
Outline of David’s Life

From 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Chronicles and Psalms - by Mike Treneer (International President of The Navigators)
“He chose David his servant and took him from the sheep pens; from tending the sheep he brought him to be the shepherd of his people Jacob, of Israel his inheritance. And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them.”

(Psalm 78:70-72)

c 1040 B.C.

DAVID BORN

Ruth 4:13-22; 1 Chronicles 2:13-17

The great-grandson of Ruth and Boaz (Ruth 4:13-22)

The seventh or eighth son of Jesse of Bethlehem (1 Chron. 2:13-17 and 1 Sam. 16:1-13)

DAVID’S RISE TO FAME

1 Samuel 16:1 - 18:30

• David, the shepherd (1 Sam. 16:1-17:58)

David anointed by Samuel (1 Sam. 16:1-13)

David plays the harp at Saul’s court (1 Sam. 16:14-23)

David fights Goliath (1 Sam. 17:1-58)

• David, the army captain (1 Sam. 18:1-30)

Jonathan’s love for David (1 Sam. 18:1-4)

Saul’s jealousy of David (1 Sam. 18:5-9)

Saul throws his spear at David (1 Sam. 18:10-15)

David and Saul’s daughters (1 Sam. 18:16-30)

DAVID ON THE RUN FROM SAUL

1 Samuel 19:1 - 26:25

• Jonathan and Michal protect David from Saul (1 Sam. 19:1-20:42)

Jonathan dissuades Saul from killing David (1 Sam. 19:1-7)

David dodges Saul’s spear for the 2nd time (1 Sam. 19:8-10)

David escapes from his house (1 Sam. 19:11-17; Psalm 59)

David flees to Samuel (1 Sam. 19:18-24)

David seeks Jonathan’s help (1 Sam. 20:1-42)

• David on his own (1 Sam. 21:1-15)

David lies to Ahimelech the priest (1 Sam. 21:1-9)

David feigns madness at Gath (1 Sam. 21:10-15; Psalms 34 and 56)

• David and his band of discontents (1 Sam. 22:1-26:25)

David flees to Adullam, Moab and Hereth (1 Sam. 22:1-5; Psalm 142)

Saul kills the priests at Nob for helping David (1 Sam. 22:6-23; Psalm 52)

Three of David’s men bring him water from Bethlehem (1 Chron. 11:15-19)

David and his band protect Keilah (1 Sam. 23:1-13)

Jonathan comes to David in the Desert of Ziph (1 Sam. 23:14-18; Psalm 63)

The Ziphites betray David to Saul (1 Sam. 23:19-29; Psalm 54)

David spares Saul’s life in a cave at Engedi (1 Sam. 24; Psalm 57)

Men from Gad and Benjamin defect to David (1 Chron. 12:8-12)

David in the Desert of Maon—the meeting with Abigail (1 Sam. 25)

David and Abishai creep into Saul’s camp at Ziph (1 Sam. 26)

1012 B.C. David aged 28

DAVID AT ZIKLAG AMONG THE PHILISTINES

1 Samuel 27:1 - 2 Samuel 1:27

• David takes refuge with the Philistines (1 Sam. 27:1-12)

David and his 600 men and their families go to Achish (1 Sam. 27:1-4)

David is given the town of Ziklag by Achish (1 Sam. 27:5-12)

More men defect to David at Ziklag (1 Chron. 12:1-7)

• War between Israel and the Philistines (1 Sam. 28:1-29:11)

David expected to fight for the Philistines (1 Sam. 28:1-2)

Saul overcome with fear (1 Sam. 28:3-6)

Saul consults the medium at Endor (1 Sam. 28:7-25)

The Philistine chiefs object to David marching with them (1 Sam. 29:1-5)

Achish sends David back to Ziklag (1 Sam. 29:6-11)

More defectors join David from Manasseh (1 Chron. 12:19-22)

• The Amalekite raid on Ziklag (1 Sam. 30:1-30)

The raid discovered (1 Sam. 30:1-6)

The initiative recovered (1 Sam. 30:7-15)

The families rescued (1 Sam. 30:16-31)

• The deaths of Saul and Jonathan (1 Sam. 31:1 - 2 Sam. 1:27)

Israel routed at Mt. Gilboa, Saul and Jonathan killed (1 Sam. 31:1-13)

The news of their deaths reaches David at Ziklag (2 Sam. 1:1-16)

David’s lament for Saul and Jonathan (2 Sam. 1:17-27)

c 1010 B.C. David aged 30

DAVID AS KING OVER JUDAH AT HEBRON

2 Samuel 2:1 - 5:5

• Rival kings chosen (2 Sam. 2:1-11)

The tribe of Judah anoint David as king at Hebron (2 Sam. 2:1-7)

Saul’s son Ishbosheth anointed king over Israel (2 Sam. 2:8-11)

• Civil war between David and the house of Saul (2 Sam. 2:12 - 4:12)

Victory for David’s men at Gibeon (2 Sam. 2:12-32)

The sons born to David at Hebron (2 Sam. 3:1-5)

The split between Ishbosheth and Abner (2 Sam. 3:6-21)

The murder of Abner by Joab (2 Sam. 3:22-39)

The murder of Ishbosheth (2 Sam. 4:1-12)

Men from all Israel rally to David at Hebron (1 Chron. 12:23-40)

c 1003 B.C. David aged 37

DAVID AS KING OVER ALL ISRAEL ATRUSALEM

2 Samuel 5:6 - 9:1(also 1 Chronicles 11:1 - 18:17)

• David established as king of all Israel (2 Sam. 5:1-25; Psalm 18)

David anointed king over Israel (2 Sam. 5:1-5; 1 Chron. 11:1-3)

David captures Jerusalem (2 Sam. 5:6-14 and 1 Chron. 11:4-9)

David twice defeats the Philistines (2 Sam. 5:15-25; 1 Chron. 14:8-17)

• David brings the Ark of God to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6:1-7:29; 1 Chron. 15:1-17:27)

The first attempt and the death of Uzzah (2 Sam. 6:1-11; 1 Chron. 13:1-14)

The Ark enters Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6:12-19; 1 Chron. 15:1-16:43)

The break with Michal (2 Sam. 6:20-23; 1 Chron. 15:29)

The idea for the temple (2 Sam. 7:1-3; 1 Chron. 17:1-2)

God’s response to David (2 Sam. 7:4-17; 1 Chron. 17:3-15)

David’s prayer (2 Sam. 7:18-29; 1 Chron. 17:16-27)

• David’s victories over his enemies (2 Sam. 8:1-10; 1 Chron. 18:1-13; Psalm 60)
David subdues the Philistines (2 Sam. 8:1; 1 Chron. 18:1) ...

David defeats the Moabites (2 Sam. 8:2; 1 Chron. 18:2)

David defeats Hadadezer of Zobah (2 Sam. 8:3-4; 1 Chron. 18:3-4)

David defeats the Arameans of Damascus (2 Sam. 8:5-8; 1 Chron. 18:5-8)

David receives gifts from the king of Hamath (2 Sam. 8:9-10; 1 Chron. 18:9-11)

• David’s fame and generosity (2 Sam. 8:11-9:13)

David dedicates the spoils and gifts to the Lord (2 Sam. 8:11-12)

David’s fame and military strength (2 Sam. 8:13-14; 1 Chron. 14:17)

David’s justice (2 Sam. 8:15)

David’s officials (2 Sam. 8:16-18; 1 Chron. 18:14-17)

David’s generosity to Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth (2 Sam. 9:1-13)

Possibly about 995 B.C. (2 Sam. 4:4; 9:12)

c 994 B.C. David aged about 46

DAVID’S TRAGIC FAILURE AND ITS CONSEQUENCES

2 Samuel 10:1 - 15:6

• War, adultery and murder (2 Sam. 10:1-11:27)

Joab fights the Ammonites (2 Sam. 10:1-19; 1 Chron. 19:1-19)

David commits adultery with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11:1-5)

David attempts a cover up (2 Sam. 11:6-13)

David arranges the death of Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband (2 Sam. 11:14-25)

David marries Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11:26-27)

• Repentance, recovery and victory (2 Sam. 12:1-31)

Nathan confronts David (2 Sam. 12:1-12)

David’s repentance (2 Sam. 12:13-23; Psalm 51)

The birth of Solomon (2 Sam. 12:24-25)

Possibly about 992 B.C.*

Victory over the Ammonites (2 Sam. 12:26-31)

• Incest, murder and rebellion (2 Sam. 13:1 - 15:6)

David’s son Amnon rapes his half sister Tamar (2 Sam. 13:1-22)

Possibly about 991 B.C.*

Absalom, Tamar’s brother kills Amnon and flees (2 Sam. 13:23-39)

Possibly about 989 B.C. (2 Sam. 13:23)

Joab persuades David to allow Absalom’s return (2 Sam. 14:1-33)

Possibly about 986 B.C. (2 Sam. 13:38)

Absalom plots rebellion (2 Sam. 15:1-6)

Possibly about 980 B.C. (2 Sam. 14:28; 15:7)

c. 980 B.C.(?)* David aged about 60

DAVID FLEES FROM ABSALOM’S REBELLION

2 Samuel 15:7 - 20:25

• David flees from Jerusalem (2 Sam. 15:13-16:14; Psalm 3)

Leaving Jerusalem and the commitment of Ittai the Gittite (2 Sam. 15:13-22)

Crossing the Kidron and sending the ark back to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 15:23-29)

Climbing the Mount of Olives and planning with Hushai (2 Sam. 15:30-37)

Ziba slanders Mephibosheth (2 Sam. 16:1-4)

Shimei curses David (2 Sam. 16:5-14)

• David’s friend Hushai outwits the counselor Ahithophel (2 Sam. 16:15 - 17:29)

Hushai feigns allegiance to Absalom (2 Sam. 16:15-19)

Ahithophel’s advice to Absalom (2 Sam. 16:20-17:4)

Hushai’s advice preferred to Ahithophel’s (2 Sam. 17:5-14)

Hushai sends a message to David (2 Sam. 17:15-21)

Ahithophel’s suicide and David’s escape to Mahanaim (2 Sam. 17:22-29)

• Absalom defeated and killed (2 Sam. 18:1-19:8)

David’s men defeat the army of Israel (2 Sam. 18:1-8)

Joab kills Absalom (2 Sam. 18:9-18)

Runners bring the news to David (2 Sam. 18:19-32)

David mourns for Absalom (2 Sam. 18:33-19:4)

Joab rebukes David (2 Sam. 19:5-8)

• David magnanimous in his victory and restoration (2 Sam. 19:9-40)

David wins over Judah and Absalom’s general Amasa (2 Sam. 19:9-15)

David refuses to punish Shimei (2 Sam. 19:16-23)

Reconciliation with Mephibosheth (2 Sam. 19:24-30)

David blesses Barzillai (2 Sam. 19:31-40)

• Sheba’s rebellion (2 Sam. 19:41 - 20:25)

Trouble between the men of Judah and the men of Israel (2 Sam. 19:41-43)

Sheba the Benjamite leads the men of Israel in rebellion (2 Sam. 20:1-5)

Joab murders the new army commander Amasa (2 Sam. 20:6-13)

Joab crushes the revolt (2 Sam. 20:14-26)

DAVID’S FINAL YEARS

2 Samuel 21:1 - 1 Kings 2:11 (also 1 Chronicles 20:4 - 29:30)

Three years of famine (2 Sam. 21:1)

The appeasing of the Gibeonites (2 Sam. 21:1-14)

Battles with the Philistines (2 Sam. 21:15-22; 1 Chron. 20:4-8)

• David “Israel’s singer of songs” (2 Sam. 22:1 - 23:7)

• David’s mighty men (2 Sam. 23:8-39; 1 Chron. 11:10-47)

• David numbers Israel (2 Sam. 24:1-25; 1 Chron. 21:1-22:1)

David’s command and Joab’s opposition (2 Sam. 24:1-9)

The plague that resulted (2 Sam. 24:10-17)

David builds an altar (2 Sam. 24:18-25)

• Adonijah’s attempt for the throne (1 Kings 1:1-53)

Abishag looks after David (1 Kings 1:1-4)

Adonijah conspires for the throne (1 Kings 1:5-10)

Nathan and Bathsheba warn David (1 Kings 1:11-27)

David swiftly has Solomon anointed (1 Kings 1:28-53; 1 Chron 23:1)

• The co-regency between David and Solomon (1 Chron. 22:1 - 29:25)

David’s organisation of the Kingdom (1 Chron. 23:1 - 27:34)

David charges Solomon to build the temple (1 Chron. 28:1-21; 22:2-19)

David raises the funds for the temple (1 Chron. 29:1-9)

David’s prayer of thanksgiving (1 Chron. 29:10-20; Psalm 30)

Solomon acknowledged as King (1 Chron. 29:21-25 )

David’s final charge to Solomon (1 Kings 2:1-9)

c 970 B.C.

DAVID DIES AT ABOUT AGE 70

1 Kings 2:10-12; 1 Chronicles 29:26-30

DAVID’S EPITAPH

“After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified concerning him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’... when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed.”

(Acts 13:22; 36)

* (Dates are calculated from the date of Solomon’s accession to the throne, usually reckoned as 971/970 B.C. Dates marked * are estimated from biblical data on the approximate ages of Absalom and Solomon.)

Historical Setting

David 1010-970 as King

“Focus on Giants – You Stumble.
Focus on God – Your Giants Tumble.”
Max Lucado – ‘Facing your Giants’
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Samuel Anoints David
1The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king." 2But Samuel said, "How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me." The LORD said, "Take a heifer with you and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate." 4Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, "Do you come in peace?" 5Samuel replied, "Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me." Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed stands here before the LORD." 7But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, "The LORD has not chosen this one either." 9Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, "Nor has the LORD chosen this one." 10Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, "The LORD has not chosen these." 11So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" "There is still the youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the sheep."  Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down [a]until he arrives. 12So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one." 13So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.

David in Saul's Service

14Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil [b] spirit from the LORD tormented him.15Saul's attendants said to him, "See, an evil spirit from God is tormenting you. 16Let our lord command his servants here to search for someone who can play the harp. He will play when the evil spirit from God comes upon you, and you will feel better." 17So Saul said to his attendants, "Find someone who plays well and bring him to me." 18One of the servants answered, "I have seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who knows how to play the harp. He is a brave man and a warrior. He speaks well and is a fine-looking man. And the LORD is with him." 19Then Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, "Send me your son David, who is with the sheep." 20So Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine and a young goat and sent them with his son David to Saul. 21David came to Saul and entered his service. Saul liked him very much, and David became one of his armour-bearers. 22Then Saul sent word to Jesse, saying, "Allow David to remain in my service, for I am pleased with him." 23Whenever the spirit from God came upon Saul, David would take his harp and play. Then relief would come to Saul; he would feel better, and the evil spirit would leave him.

Footnotes:
a 
1 Samuel 16:11 Some Septuagint manuscripts; Hebrew not gather around
b.
1 Samuel 16:14 Or injurious ; also in verses 15, 16 and 23


Aims of the Study - Our culture is obsessed with success, be it the latest gadget, the big house or the top job. This study looks at how God rejects worldly standards of success and looks at the heart…He selects David a weak shepherd boy, but a man after his own Heart.

1. Why had God rejected Saul (see v1 and 1 Sam 13:7b-14, 15:24-26)? Why do you think that Samuel was having a hard time letting go of Saul (v1, v14)? What made Samuel so worried about approaching Jesse? 
2. What do God’s words in v1-3 show us about His plans for Samuel, and for David? We’re told in v3 how God would point out David to Samuel. What pointers do you think we should look for when we’re trying to discern Gods will?
3. In what situations will the truth – that God is in total control of His plans- be a comfort to us as Christians? What do Samuel’s actions in v4 teach us about trust and obedience? What will it mean for us to trust and obey God in the situations we have just discussed?

4. God tells Samuel ‘Man looks at the outward appearance’ (v7). What sorts of ‘outward’ things do we tend to look at in people? How does our culture reinforce this emphasis on appearance? Why are outward qualities an unreliable way to judge a person? 

5. On what grounds did Samuel think Eliab would be God’s choice (v6)? Why does God have Samuel look at all of Jesse’s sons before revealing He had chosen David? What was the reason that God chose David (see 1 Samuel 13v14)?
When the Lord looks at our hearts, what specific qualities do you think he values the most? How should we view ourselves and others in light of this?
6. Having been anointed King, how did David conduct himself during his time in service for the King (v14-23)? What does the tragic picture of Saul in these verses teach us about God’s character? What is the significance of the ‘Spirit of the Lord’ coming on David (v13) and departing from Saul (v14, v23)?
Digging Deeper - Read 1 Corinthians 1:20-31. What can we learn from these verses about the way in which God acts and the people He chooses? How can we see this in: Jesus, the Gospel, Christians and the church?

Ideas for prayer groups - Thank God that He uses the foolish things of this world to shame the wise. Thank him that through the ‘folly’ of the cross and the ‘weakness’ of Christ He saves men and women like us! Ask God to help you be like David and not Saul!

Memory verse: “But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 1 Samuel 16:7

David and Goliath
1Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Socoh in Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Socoh and Azekah. 2Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines. 3The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley between them. 4A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. He was over nine feet [a]tall. 5He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armour of bronze weighing five thousand shekels [b]; 6on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. 7His spear shaft was like a weaver's rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. [c]His shield bearer went ahead of him. 8Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. 9If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us." 10Then the Philistine said, "This day I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other." 11On hearing the Philistine's words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified. 12Now David was the son of an Ephrathite named Jesse, who was from Bethlehem in Judah. Jesse had eight sons, and in Saul's time he was old and well advanced in years. 13Jesse's three oldest sons had followed Saul to the war: The firstborn was Eliab; the second, Abinadab; and the third, Shammah. 14David was the youngest. The three oldest followed Saul, 15but David went back and forth from Saul to tend his father's sheep at Bethlehem. 16For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took his stand. 17Now Jesse said to his son David, "Take this ephah [d]of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread for your brothers and hurry to their camp. 18Take along these ten cheeses to the commander of their unit. [e]See how your brothers are and bring back some assurance [f] from them. 19They are with Saul and all the men of Israel in the Valley of Elah, fighting against the Philistines." 20Early in the morning David left the flock with a shepherd, loaded up and set out, as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle positions, shouting the war cry. 21Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other. 22David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle lines and greeted his brothers. 23As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it. 24When the Israelites saw the man, they all ran from him in great fear. 25Now the Israelites had been saying, "Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He comes out to defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him his daughter in marriage and will exempt his father's family from taxes in Israel." 26David asked the men standing near him, "What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?" 27They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him, "This is what will be done for the man who kills him." 28When Eliab, David's oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him and asked, "Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the desert? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle." 29"Now what have I done?" said David. "Can't I even speak?" 30He then turned away to someone else and brought up the same matter, and the men answered him as before. 31What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him.32David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him." 33Saul replied, "You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth." 34But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you." 38Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armour on him and a bronze helmet on his head. 39David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. "I cannot go in these," he said to Saul, "because I am not used to them." So he took them off. 40Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd's bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 41Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. 42He looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him. 43He said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44"Come here," he said, "and I'll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!" 45David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands." 48As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 49Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. 50So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him. 51David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine's sword and drew it from the scabbard. After he killed him, he cut off his head with the sword. When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran. 52Then the men of Israel and Judah surged forward with a shout and pursued the Philistines to the entrance of Gath [g]and to the gates of Ekron. Their dead were strewn along the Shaaraim road to Gath and Ekron. 53When the Israelites returned from chasing the Philistines, they plundered their camp. 54David took the Philistine's head and brought it to Jerusalem, and he put the Philistine's weapons in his own tent. 55As Saul watched David going out to meet the Philistine, he said to Abner, commander of the army, "Abner, whose son is that young man?" Abner replied, "As surely as you live, O king, I don't know." 56The king said, "Find out whose son this young man is." 57As soon as David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul, with David still holding the Philistine's head. 58"Whose son are you, young man?" Saul asked him.  David said, "I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem."

Footnotes:

a. 1 Samuel 17:4 Hebrew was six cubits and a span (about 3 meters)

b. 1 Samuel 17:5 That is, about 125 pounds (about 57 kilograms)

c. 1 Samuel 17:7 That is, about 15 pounds (about 7 kilograms)

d. 1 Samuel 17:17 That is, probably about 3/5 bushel (about 22 liters)

e. 1 Samuel 17:18 Hebrew thousand
f. 1 Samuel 17:18 Or some token ; or some pledge of spoils
g. 1 Samuel 17:52 Some Septuagint manuscripts; Hebrew a valley

Aims of the Study - God shows His choice to be right by defeating Israel’s enemies through His anointed King and upholding His name. This study investigates how David confronts not only Goliath, but our myths of human adequacy without God.
1. What human reasons made the Israelites ‘dismayed and terrified’ of Goliath (v1-11) and what spiritual reasons should have encouraged them to stand up to him (Deuteronomy 20:1-4)? What was the heart of the problem that Israel faced? 
Throughout the account what was David’s chief concern (See esp. v26, 36 & v45)? What is the significance of this word “defiance” (and its derivatives) which are used repeatedly in v10, v23, v25, v26, v36, v42 & v45?
2.  What makes David an unlikely hero for Israel (v12-19, v33, v38-40)? How is he despised and rejected by Eliab (v28-29), Saul (v32-39) and Goliath (v42-44)? In what sense do they look at the ‘outward appearance’ (see 16v7) and how does David respond?
3. What risk was Saul taking in allowing David to fight Goliath and why do you think he does so (v8-9, v32-39)? Why do you think that David is so confident of Goliath’s certain defeat (v34-37); was it faith or youthful bravado?
4. Society teaches us “if you set your mind to it you can do anything”; evaluate this message and discuss how this chapter teaches otherwise (See esp. v45-47)? How have you been encouraged by spiritual victories in the past and how can these victories encourage you in the future?

5. How did the Israelites respond to David’s victory (v53-53)? There are parallels here between David and Jesus; how do we fall in to the traps of looking only at the outward appearance? What would be a good and a bad response to Jesus’ victory for us?
6. We too are in a spiritual battle (see Eph 6:12); what “Goliaths” do we face OR are we facing individually, corporately or as a wider church? What can we learn from this account about how these Goliaths will be overcome? 
Digging deeper

Read Colossians 2:12-15. Find parallels between: the problem Israel faced here and that of sinful people everywhere, David’s experiences and actions and those of Jesus and the outcome of David’s battle with Goliath and the outcome of Christ’s death on the cross.

Ideas for prayer groups

Think about Jesus’ victory at the cross and all that He has done for us? Spend some time thanking God for these things. Pray for people you know who look only on outward appearances and regard Jesus as weak, irrelevant, and not worthy of their interest. 
Memory Verses: 
‘All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.’ 1 Samuel 17:47
‘I can do everything through him who gives me strength.’ Philippians 4:13 
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David and Jonathan
1Then David fled from Naioth at Ramah and went to Jonathan and asked, "What have I done? What is my crime? How have I wronged your father, that he is trying to take my life?" 2"Never!" Jonathan replied. "You are not going to die! Look, my father doesn't do anything, great or small, without confiding in me. Why would he hide this from me? It's not so!" 3But David took an oath and said, "Your father knows very well that I have found favour in your eyes, and he has said to himself, 'Jonathan must not know this or he will be grieved.' Yet as surely as the LORD lives and as you live, there is only a step between me and death." 4Jonathan said to David, "Whatever you want me to do, I'll do for you." 5So David said, "Look, tomorrow is the New Moon festival, and I am supposed to dine with the king; but let me go and hide in the field until the evening of the day after tomorrow. 6If your father misses me at all, tell him, 'David earnestly asked my permission to hurry to Bethlehem, his hometown, because an annual sacrifice is being made there for his whole clan.' 7If he says, 'Very well,' then your servant is safe. But if he loses his temper, you can be sure that he is determined to harm me. 8As for you, show kindness to your servant, for you have brought him into a covenant with you before the LORD. If I am guilty, then kill me yourself! Why hand me over to your father?" 9"Never!" Jonathan said. "If I had the least inkling that my father was determined to harm you, wouldn't I tell you?" 10David asked, "Who will tell me if your father answers you harshly?" 11"Come," Jonathan said, "let's go out into the field." So they went there together. 12Then Jonathan said to David: "By the LORD, the God of Israel, I will surely sound out my father by this time the day after tomorrow! If he is favourably disposed toward you, will I not send you word and let you know? 13But if my father is inclined to harm you, may the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if I do not let you know and send you away safely. May the LORD be with you as he has been with my father. 14But show me unfailing kindness like that of the LORD as long as I live, so that I may not be killed, 15and do not ever cut off your kindness from my family—not even when the LORD has cut off every one of David's enemies from the face of the earth." 16So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, "May the LORD call David's enemies to account." 17And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself. 18Then Jonathan said to David: "Tomorrow is the New Moon festival. You will be missed, because your seat will be empty. 19The day after tomorrow, toward evening, go to the place where you hid when this trouble began, and wait by the stone Ezel. 20I will shoot three arrows to the side of it, as though I were shooting at a target. 21 Then I will send a boy and say, 'Go, find the arrows.' If I say to him, 'Look, the arrows are on this side of you; bring them here,' then come, because, as surely as the LORD lives, you are safe; there is no danger. 22But if I say to the boy, 'Look, the arrows are beyond you,' then you must go, because the LORD has sent you away. 23And about the matter you and I discussed—remember, the LORD is witness between you and me forever." 24So David hid in the field, and when the New Moon festival came, the king sat down to eat. 25He sat in his customary place by the wall, opposite Jonathan, [a]and Abner sat next to Saul, but David's place was empty. 26Saul said nothing that day, for he thought, "Something must have happened to David to make him ceremonially unclean—surely he is unclean." 27But the next day, the second day of the month, David's place was empty again. Then Saul said to his son Jonathan, "Why hasn't the son of Jesse come to the meal, either yesterday or today?" 28Jonathan answered, "David earnestly asked me for permission to go to Bethlehem. 29He said, 'Let me go, because our family is observing a sacrifice in the town and my brother has ordered me to be there. If I have found favour in your eyes, let me get away to see my brothers.' That is why he has not come to the king's table." 30Saul's anger flared up at Jonathan and he said to him, "You son of a perverse and rebellious woman! Don't I know that you have sided with the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of the mother who bore you? 31As long as the son of Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established. Now send and bring him to me, for he must die!" 32"Why should he be put to death? What has he done?" Jonathan asked his father. 33But Saul hurled his spear at him to kill him. Then Jonathan knew that his father intended to kill David. 34Jonathan got up from the table in fierce anger; on that second day of the month he did not eat, because he was grieved at his father's shameful treatment of David. 35In the morning Jonathan went out to the field for his meeting with David. He had a small boy with him, 36and he said to the boy, "Run and find the arrows I shoot." As the boy ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. 37When the boy came to the place where Jonathan's arrow had fallen, Jonathan called out after him, "Isn't the arrow beyond you?" 38Then he shouted, "Hurry! Go quickly! Don't stop!" The boy picked up the arrow and returned to his master. 39(The boy knew nothing of all this; only Jonathan and David knew.) 40Then Jonathan gave his weapons to the boy and said, "Go, carry them back to town." 41After the boy had gone, David got up from the south side of the stone and bowed down before Jonathan three times, with his face to the ground. Then they kissed each other and wept together—but David wept the most. 42Jonathan said to David, "Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each other in the name of the LORD, saying, 'The LORD is witness between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants forever.' "Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town.

Footnotes: (a) 1 Samuel 20:25 Septuagint; Hebrew wall. Jonathan arose
1 Samuel 18:1-4 1After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. 2From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return to his father's house. 3And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. 4Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.
1 Samuel 23:15-17 15While David was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph, he learned that Saul had come out to take his life. 16And Saul's son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped him find strength in God. 17"Don't be afraid," he said. "My father Saul will not lay a hand on you. You will be king over Israel, and I will be second to you. Even my father Saul knows this."

2 Samuel 1:25-27 25"How the mighty have fallen in battle! Jonathan lies slain on your heights. 26I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; you were very dear to me. Your love for me was wonderful, more wonderful than that of women. 27"How the mighty have fallen! The weapons of war have perished!"


Aims of the Study - In this study we will explore the strong relationship between David and Jonathan. They help us to see and appreciate the qualities of true friendship and the necessity of it in our lives. 
(Lead up) David kills Goliath (Chapter 17), becomes friend with Jonathan and in favour with Saul (18) Saul tries to kill David (19) 

1. What is true friendship?  What does it look like?  What are your experiences of it (receiving and giving, good and bad)?  Have you ever been surprised by what a friend has (or hasn’t) done or said? (Good and/or bad) Why?

2. What sacrifices does Jonathan make for his friendship (see also 1 Samuel 18:1-4, 23:15-17 shown opposite)?  What is a good/bad basis for friendship?  What should our motivations be? Should we expect anything from others?  
3. Jonathan was heir to the throne; by choosing to befriend David he risked giving up that right.  It also damaged his relationship with his father.  Has being a Christian cost us anything? (Luke 12:49-53). What might true friendship cost us?
4. What strikes you about the depth of Jonathan and David’s friendship (2 Samuel 1:25-27)?  In what ways does this jar with our culture? 

What might it mean to help someone “find strength in God” (1 Sam 23:15-17)? How should our relationship with our first love (Jesus) impact on our relationships with others?
5. What do you make of Prov. 27:6 (‘Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses.’)?  cf Eph 4:14-16  

6. What role does friendship play in our Christian lives? (e.g. personal growth, discipleship, ministry, mission, prayer) What factors might enhance or inhibit intimacy and depth in our relationships?
Digging deeper - Read Proverbs 17:17, 18:24 & 27:6 How could these proverbs be applied to your friendships?
Ideas for prayer groups – Share and pray with your group about the quality and depth of your friendships with other people. Ask the Lord to help you be more like David and Jonathan in your relationship with others.
Memory verse: ‘I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.’  John 15:15
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David, Nabal and Abigail

1Now Samuel died, and all Israel assembled and mourned for him; and they buried him at his home in Ramah. Then David moved down into the Desert of Maon. [a] 2A certain man in Maon, who had property there at Carmel, was very wealthy. He had a thousand goats and three thousand sheep, which he was shearing in Carmel. 3His name was Nabal and his wife's name was Abigail. She was an intelligent and beautiful woman, but her husband, a Calebite, was surly and mean in his dealings. 4While David was in the desert, he heard that Nabal was shearing sheep. 5So he sent ten young men and said to them, "Go up to Nabal at Carmel and greet him in my name. 6Say to him: 'Long life to you! Good health to you and your household! And good health to all that is yours! 7" 'Now I hear that it is sheep-shearing time. When your shepherds were with us, we did not mistreat them, and the whole time they were at Carmel nothing of theirs was missing. 8Ask your own servants and they will tell you. Therefore be favourable toward my young men, since we come at a festive time. Please give your servants and your son David whatever you can find for them.' " 9When David's men arrived, they gave Nabal this message in David's name. Then they waited. 10Nabal answered David's servants, "Who is this David? Who is this son of Jesse? Many servants are breaking away from their masters these days. 11Why should I take my bread and water, and the meat I have slaughtered for my shearers, and give it to men coming from who knows where?" 12David's men turned around and went back. When they arrived, they reported every word. 13David said to his men, "Put on your swords!" So they put on their swords, and David put on his. About four hundred men went up with David, while two hundred stayed with the supplies. 14One of the servants told Nabal's wife Abigail: "David sent messengers from the desert to give our master his greetings, but he hurled insults at them. 15Yet these men were very good to us. They did not mistreat us, and the whole time we were out in the fields near them nothing was missing. 16Night and day they were a wall around us all the time we were herding our sheep near them. 17Now think it over and see what you can do, because disaster is hanging over our master and his whole household. He is such a wicked man that no one can talk to him." 18Abigail lost no time. She took two hundred loaves of bread, two skins of wine, five dressed sheep, five seahs [b] of roasted grain, a hundred cakes of raisins and two hundred cakes of pressed figs, and loaded them on donkeys. 19Then she told her servants, "Go on ahead; I'll follow you." But she did not tell her husband Nabal. 20As she came riding her donkey into a mountain ravine, there were David and his men descending toward her, and she met them. 21David had just said, "It's been useless—all my watching over this fellow's property in the desert so that nothing of his was missing. He has paid me back evil for good. 22May God deal with David, [c] be it ever so severely, if by morning I leave alive one male of all who belong to him!" 23When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her donkey and bowed down before David with her face to the ground. 24She fell at his feet and said: "My lord, let the blame be on me alone. Please let your servant speak to you; hear what your servant has to say. 25May my lord pay no attention to that wicked man Nabal. He is just like his name—his name is Fool, and folly goes with him. But as for me, your servant, I did not see the men my master sent. 26"Now since the LORD has kept you, my master, from bloodshed and from avenging yourself with your own hands, as surely as the LORD lives and as you live, may your enemies and all who intend to harm my master be like Nabal. 27And let this gift, which your servant has brought to my master, be given to the men who follow you. 28Please forgive your servant's offense, for the LORD will certainly make a lasting dynasty for my master, because he fights the LORD's battles. Let no wrongdoing be found in you as long as you live. 29Even though someone is pursuing you to take your life, the life of my master will be bound securely in the bundle of the living by the LORD your God. But the lives of your enemies he will hurl away as from the pocket of a sling. 30When the LORD has done for my master every good thing he promised concerning him and has appointed him leader over Israel, 31my master will not have on his conscience the staggering burden of needless bloodshed or of having avenged himself. And when the LORD has brought my master success, remember your servant." 32David said to Abigail, "Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, who has sent you today to meet me. 33May you be blessed for your good judgment and for keeping me from bloodshed this day and from avenging myself with my own hands. 34Otherwise, as surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, who has kept me from harming you, if you had not come quickly to meet me, not one male belonging to Nabal would have been left alive by daybreak." 35Then David accepted from her hand what she had brought him and said, "Go home in peace. I have heard your words and granted your request." 36When Abigail went to Nabal, he was in the house holding a banquet like that of a king. He was in high spirits and very drunk. So she told him nothing until daybreak. 37Then in the morning, when Nabal was sober, his wife told him all these things, and his heart failed him and he became like a stone. 38About ten days later, the LORD struck Nabal and he died. 39When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, "Praise be to the LORD, who has upheld my cause against Nabal for treating me with contempt. He has kept his servant from doing wrong and has brought Nabal's wrongdoing down on his own head." Then David sent word to Abigail, asking her to become his wife. 40His servants went to Carmel and said to Abigail, "David has sent us to you to take you to become his wife." 41She bowed down with her face to the ground and said, "Here is your maidservant, ready to serve you and wash the feet of my master's servants." 42Abigail quickly got on a donkey and, attended by her five maids, went with David's messengers and became his wife. 43David had also married Ahinoam of Jezreel, and they both were his wives. 44But Saul had given his daughter Michal, David's wife, to Paltiel [d] son of Laish, who was from Gallim.

Footnotes:
a. 1 Samuel 25:1 Some Septuagint manuscripts; Hebrew Paran
b. 1 Samuel 25:18 That is, probably about a bushel (about 37 liters)

c. 1 Samuel 25:22 Some Septuagint manuscripts; Hebrew with David's enemies
d. 1 Samuel 25:44 Hebrew Palti , a variant of Paltiel
Memory verse: “Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” Romans 12:19-21

Aims of the Study - In this study we see how David is insulted by Nabal. David’s response gives us both a positive and negative example of how we should respond to those who mistreat us. The events of this chapter are recorded between two accounts where David had a chance to kill King Saul. 
1. What do we learn about Nabal (v2-3, v17)? What do you think motivates him to pretend he had not heard of David (saying “Who is this David?)” and scoff at his request, v10-11) when he knew David had been watching over his property (e.g. v15-16 & v21)?
2. Why is David so offended by Nabal’s response to his request (v4, v13, v21-22)? Even if his offence is justified how would you evaluate his plan to get even with Nabal (v13, v34)? What lie did David tell himself as he prepared to take vengeance on Nabal (v21-22)? In what ways do we try to get even with others?
3. What impresses you about Abigail’s response when she finds out what has happened (v14-32)? Describe the influence she has on David and what the consequences were of her timely and shrewd intervention?
Max Lucado writes “she’s good lookin’ with good cookin’, a combination that stops any army…her words fall on David like July sun on ice. He melts.” (Facing your giants pg. 58)
4. What do you think motivated Abigail to do what she did? Can you think of examples in your own life where gentleness has reversed a river of anger, humility has shown its power or apologies have disarmed arguments?
How can we learn from Abigail and be the ‘beauty’ that saves a family, demonstrate the contagious power of kindness and the strength of a gentle heart? How can we be an influence for good; ‘the aroma of Christ’ (2 Cor 2:15) amongst the lost? 

5. Who kept David from taking vengeance, according to Abigail (v26) and why is this significant? How would Nabal’s fate encourage David to trust God about Saul? How do these events help David focus not merely on Abigail’s beauty but on the beauty of another? How does what Abigail did parallel/prefigure what Jesus did for us at the cross?
Digging deeper – Read Romans 12:19-21 (see memory verse). What are some additional ways that we can overcome evil with good? Read Proverbs 15:1 (below); which half of this verse did Nabal & Abigail demonstrate? Which do you normally demonstrate?
Ideas for prayer groups - Ask God for grace to show love towards people who have hurt you, and entrust the matter into Gods hands. Ask God to bring peace and healing to situations where you have hurt, insulted or alienated someone.
Proverbs 15v1 “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.”
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David Destroys the Amalekites

1David and his men reached Ziklag on the third day. Now the Amalekites had raided the Negev and Ziklag. They had attacked Ziklag and burned it, 2and had taken captive the women and all who were in it, both young and old. They killed none of them, but carried them off as they went on their way. 3When David and his men came to Ziklag, they found it destroyed by fire and their wives and sons and daughters taken captive. 4So David and his men wept aloud until they had no strength left to weep. 5David's two wives had been captured—Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 6David was greatly distressed because the men were talking of stoning him; each one was bitter in spirit because of his sons and daughters. But David found strength in the LORD his God. 7Then David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, "Bring me the ephod." Abiathar brought it to him, 8and David inquired of the LORD, "Shall I pursue this raiding party? Will I overtake them?" "Pursue them," he answered. "You will certainly overtake them and succeed in the rescue." 9David and the six hundred men with him came to the Besor Ravine, where some stayed behind,10for two hundred men were too exhausted to cross the ravine. But David and four hundred men continued the pursuit. 11They found an Egyptian in a field and brought him to David. They gave him water to drink and food to eat- 12part of a cake of pressed figs and two cakes of raisins. He ate and was revived, for he had not eaten any food or drunk any water for three days and three nights. 13David asked him, "To whom do you belong, and where do you come from?" He said, "I am an Egyptian, the slave of an Amalekite. My master abandoned me when I became ill three days ago. 14We raided the Negev of the Kerethites and the territory belonging to Judah and the Negev of Caleb. And we burned Ziklag." 15David asked him, "Can you lead me down to this raiding party?" He answered, "Swear to me before God that you will not kill me or hand me over to my master, and I will take you down to them." 16He led David down, and there they were, scattered over the countryside, eating, drinking and revelling because of the great amount of plunder they had taken from the land of the Philistines and from Judah. 17David fought them from dusk until the evening of the next day, and none of them got away, except four hundred young men who rode off on camels and fled. 18David recovered everything the Amalekites had taken, including his two wives. 19Nothing was missing: young or old, boy or girl, plunder or anything else they had taken. David brought everything back.20He took all the flocks and herds, and his men drove them ahead of the other livestock, saying, "This is David's plunder." 21Then David came to the two hundred men who had been too exhausted to follow him and who were left behind at the Besor Ravine. They came out to meet David and the people with him. As David and his men approached, he greeted them. 22But all the evil men and troublemakers among David's followers said, "Because they did not go out with us, we will not share with them the plunder we recovered. However, each man may take his wife and children and go." 23David replied, "No, my brothers, you must not do that with what the LORD has given us. He has protected us and handed over to us the forces that came against us. 24Who will listen to what you say? The share of the man who stayed with the supplies is to be the same as that of him who went down to the battle. All will share alike." 25David made this a statute and ordinance for Israel from that day to this. 26When David arrived in Ziklag, he sent some of the plunder to the elders of Judah, who were his friends, saying, "Here is a present for you from the plunder of the LORD's enemies." 27He sent it to those who were in Bethel, Ramoth Negev and Jattir; 28to those in Aroer, Siphmoth, Eshtemoa 29and Racal; to those in the towns of the Jerahmeelites and the Kenites; 30to those in Hormah, Bor Ashan, Athach 31and Hebron; and to those in all the other places where David and his men had roamed.

Aims of the study - In this study, we see David and his men experience a devastating crisis. Yet in the midst of the crisis, they also find strength and help in the Lord.
1. How do you think that David and his men felt when they returned home to find that the Amalekites had raided Ziklag, burned it and taken their women captive? (v1-5). In what ways does or doesn’t their response to this distress surprise you? Think about a time in your life when you felt overwhelmed by a problem…how did you respond?
2. In the midst of this distress, how do you think David ‘found strength in the Lord God’? In what ways can we find strength in the Lord during our times of distress? After David has found strength in the Lord, how does he also find help from the Lord? (v7-20)
3. How would you respond to David’s decision to give those who had remained behind, the same portion of the plunder as those who had gone to fight (v24)? What was wrong with the logic of those who said that they should get nothing (v22-24)?
4. How would you have responded to the people who remained behind; shame them berate them, give them a timed rest or do what David did? Max Lucado writes that “David’s noblest deed was to honour his tired soldiers at Brook Besor” (pg. 202, Facing your Giants); to what extent would you agree with him? 
Did the soldiers who did not go up to fight with David do wrong in staying behind? Who are the tired soldiers in your life that you could honour as David did? In what specific ways could you honour them as David did?
5. David declares that the Lord has ‘protected us and handed over to us the forces that came against us’ (v23); why then do you think he allowed these things to happen to them? How does this statement help understand David’s order about the plunder v24? 
6. How can David’s experience help us to have a realistic view of the difficulties we might face as a Christian? What lessons can we learn from David about how to maintain our focus on God even in the difficult times, and to live lives that please Him?
Digging deeper - Read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. How has God’s grace been sufficient for you during difficult times? In what ways have you found God’s power ‘made perfect’ in your weaknesses?
Ideas for prayer groups - Ask God for the strength you need in the midst of your difficulties, and praise him for the hope for the future He gives us.
Memory verse:  ‘But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.’  2 Corinthians 12:9
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The Ark Brought to Jerusalem

1David again brought together out of Israel chosen men, thirty thousand in all. 2He and all his men set out from Baalah of Judah [a]to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name, [b]the name of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark. 3They set the ark of God on a new cart and brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart 4with the ark of God on it, [c]and Ahio was walking in front of it. 5David and the whole house of Israel were celebrating with all their might before the LORD, with songs [d]and with harps, lyres, tambourines, sistrums and cymbals. 6When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. 7The LORD's anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down and he died there beside the ark of God. 8Then David was angry because the LORD's wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that place is called Perez Uzzah. [e] 9David was afraid of the LORD that day and said, "How can the ark of the LORD ever come to me?" 10He was not willing to take the ark of the LORD to be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 11The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and the LORD blessed him and his entire household. 12Now King David was told, "The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God." So David went down and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. 13When those who were carrying the ark of the LORD had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. 14David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before the LORD with all his might, 15while he and the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouts and the sound of trumpets. 16As the ark of the LORD was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she despised him in her heart. 17They brought the ark of the LORD and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings [f] before the LORD. 18After he had finished sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD Almighty. 19Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each person in the whole crowd of Israelites, both men and women. And all the people went to their homes. 20When David returned home to bless his household, Michal daughter of Saul came out to meet him and said, "How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today, disrobing in the sight of the slave girls of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!" 21David said to Michal, "It was before the LORD, who chose me rather than your father or anyone from his house when he appointed me ruler over the LORD's people Israel—I will celebrate before the LORD. 22I will become even more undignified than this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes. But by these slave girls you spoke of, I will be held in honour." 23And Michal daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death.

Footnotes:
a. 2 Samuel 6:2 That is, Kiriath Jearim; Hebrew Baale Judah , a variant of Baalah of Judah
b. 2 Samuel 6:2 Hebrew; Septuagint and Vulgate do not have the Name .
c. 2 Samuel 6:4 Dead Sea Scrolls and some Septuagint manuscripts; Masoretic Text cart 4 and they brought it with the ark of God from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill
d. 2 Samuel 6:5 See Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint and 1 Chronicles 13:8; Masoretic Text celebrating before the LORD with all kinds of instruments made of pine.
e. 2 Samuel 6:8 Perez Uzzah means outbreak against Uzzah .

f. 2 Samuel 6:17 Traditionally peace offerings ; also in verse 18

Aims of the study - In this study we compare God’s goodness and His holiness. We see that they sometimes appear contradictory, but both ultimately bring His just blessings and salvation.
1. What was so special about the ark and what did it mean to Israel? Why do you think David wanted to bring the ark of God to Jerusalem? Why do you think David and the people of Israel saw this event as such a cause of celebration (v5)?
2. Uzzah’s act of taking hold of the ark appears to be well intentioned; why then did the LORD’s anger burn against him? (v7, see Number 4:15 and 1 Chronicles 15:11-15)? How does the idea of a wrathful God fit with your own understanding of Him? How do you think God reacts when we are irreverent?
3. How do you respond to David’s reaction after Uzzah’s death (v8-10)? Do you generally sway towards being ‘irreverent’ or being ‘afraid’ of God, and how does this affect your relationship with Him? How should we respond rightly to God’s holiness?
4. What does the fact that God blessed the house of Obed-Edem while the ark resided there teach us about God? What do the Israelites do differently when they take the ark from Obed-Edom’s house (v12-15) and why do they do it that way? How can we experience God’s presence and blessing?
5. Can you identify with Michal’s response to David (v16-20)? In light of v21-23 how would you evaluate her reaction? What does it mean to do things ‘before the Lord’ (v24, v16)? What was David’s priority, and what was Michal’s? 
6. Scripture does not record David dancing at any other time. Why do you think he dances so energetically when the ark comes to Jerusalem? What inspires you to celebrate before God? How can your worship be a more joyous celebration?
Digging deeper - Read Psalm 24; what does David teach us about the character, nature and grandeur of our God in this Psalm? Read Hebrews 10:22; what are we encouraged to do? How are we encouraged to do this? How are we able to do this?
Ideas for prayer groups - Ask God to give you a fresh vision of His holiness and goodness. Praise Him for all that Jesus accomplished for us at the cross; the price that His holiness demanded so that we might enjoy acceptance, forgiveness and eternal life.
Memory verse: ‘For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.’ Ephesians 2:8-10
                                         
God's Promise to David

1After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2he said to Nathan the prophet, "Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent." 3Nathan replied to the king, "Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you." 4That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying: 5"Go and tell my servant David, 'This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" 8"Now then, tell my servant David, 'This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. 9I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth. 10And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies. "'The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: 12When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men. 15But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me ; your throne will be established forever.'" 17Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.

David's Prayer

18Then King David went in and sat before the LORD, and he said: "Who am I, O Sovereign LORD, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far? 19And as if this were not enough in your sight, O Sovereign LORD, you have also spoken about the future of the house of your servant. Is this your usual way of dealing with man, O Sovereign LORD ? 20"What more can David say to you? For you know your servant, O Sovereign LORD. 21For the sake of your word and according to your will, you have done this great thing and made it known to your servant. 22"How great you are, O Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you, and there is no God but you, as we have heard with our own ears. 23And who is like your people Israel—the one nation on earth that God went out to redeem as a people for himself, and to make a name for himself, and to perform great and awesome wonders by driving out nations and their gods from before your people, whom you redeemed from Egypt? 24You have established your people Israel as your very own forever, and you, O LORD, have become their God. 25"And now, LORD God, keep forever the promise you have made concerning your servant and his house. Do as you promised, 26so that your name will be great forever. Then men will say, 'The LORD Almighty is God over Israel!' And the house of your servant David will be established before you. 27"O LORD Almighty, God of Israel, you have revealed this to your servant, saying, 'I will build a house for you.' So your servant has found courage to offer you this prayer. 28O Sovereign LORD, you are God! Your words are trustworthy, and you have promised these good things to your servant. 29Now be pleased to bless the house of your servant, that it may continue forever in your sight; for you, O Sovereign LORD, have spoken, and with your blessing the house of your servant will be blessed forever."


Aims of the Study - So far, we have seen how God has raised up His chosen king, David, to the throne of Israel. Through David God brought about victory over Israel’s enemies, here we see that there is much more to come, through David’s family line and even greater blessing will come to God’s people.

1. What prompts David to want to build a house for the Lord? Nathan initially tells David to go ahead with his plan (v3). But according to the Lord, what have both Nathan and David failed to take into account (v4-7)?
2. What does God’s response in v5-7 teach us about God’s character? Through history, sincere people have built monuments for the Lord that He never asked for. What are some unwanted ‘monuments’ that we have built for the Lord? What do we need to keep in mind when we are keen to do something for God? (See also Isaiah 55:8-9)
3. Verses 8-16 are sometimes referred to as the Davidic covenant. What specific promises does God make to David? How do these promises find the ultimate fulfilment in Jesus Christ? (See for example Luke 1:30-33)

4. After hearing God’s promises to him, what does David pray for and what does he praise God for (v18-24)? Why is he so astonished not only by God’s promises but also with God himself? When have you been astonished to discover both God and His plans for you are far greater than you imagined?
5. After praising God for his greatness, what requests does David make? (v25-29) If the ‘Sovereign Lord’ has already guaranteed to fulfil his promises, then why do you think David asks Him to do so? What insights does this give us into the relationship between God’s sovereignty and our responsibility?

6. In what ways has the Lord demonstrated His greatness or goodness to you recently? What can we learn and put into practice from the way that David prays to God (note esp. his reference to himself as the LORD’s ‘servant’ and to God as ‘Sovereign LORD’)?
Digging deeper – God’s promises to David; (1) What is the temple that would be built? (1 Kings 8:17-19, John 2:19-21), (2) How and why would the son be punished (v14)? (2 Cor 5:21, Galatians 3:13), (3) How and why would God’s everlasting love be shown to the son (John 10:17)? (4) How would v10-11a be fulfilled? (Revelation 21:1-4,22-27)
Ideas for prayer groups - Ask God to help you have confidence as you wait for the promises He has made to you, and to live in the light of the certainty of His promised return. Thank God for the fulfilment of His promises to David in Jesus. 
Memory verse: ‘My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.’ 
John 10:27-28
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111In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 2One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, "Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" 4Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) Then [a] she went back home. 5The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, "I am pregnant." 6So David sent this word to Joab: "Send me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab sent him to David. 7When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the war was going. 8Then David said to Uriah, "Go down to your house and wash your feet." So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. 9But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master's servants and did not go down to his house. 10When David was told, "Uriah did not go home," he asked him, "Haven't you just come from a distance? Why didn't you go home?" 11Uriah said to David, "The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my master Joab and my lord's men are camped in the open fields. How could I go to my house to eat and drink and lie with my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!" 12Then David said to him, "Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you back." So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13At David's invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master's servants; he did not go home. 14In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15In it he wrote, "Put Uriah in the front line where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die." 16So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew the strongest defenders were. 17When the men of the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the men in David's army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite died. 18Joab sent David a full account of the battle. 19He instructed the messenger: "When you have finished giving the king this account of the battle, 20the king's anger may flare up, and he may ask you, 'Why did you get so close to the city to fight? Didn't you know they would shoot arrows from the wall? 21Who killed Abimelech son of Jerub-Besheth [b] ? Didn't a woman throw an upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died in Thebez? Why did you get so close to the wall?' If he asks you this, then say to him, 'Also, your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead.' "22The messenger set out, and when he arrived he told David everything Joab had sent him to say. 23The messenger said to David, "The men overpowered us and came out against us in the open, but we drove them back to the entrance to the city gate. 24Then the archers shot arrows at your servants from the wall, and some of the king's men died. Moreover, your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead."  25David told the messenger, "Say this to Joab: 'Don't let this upset you; the sword devours one as well as another. Press the attack against the city and destroy it.' Say this to encourage Joab."26 When Uriah's wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. 27After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the LORD.

121The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, "There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. 2The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 3but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him. 4"Now a traveller came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveller who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him." 5David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, "As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this deserves to die! 6He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity." 7Then Nathan said to David, "You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8I gave your master's house to you, and your master's wives into your arms. I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. 9Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.' 11"This is what the LORD says: 'Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 12You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.' "13Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." Nathan replied, "The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 14But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, [c] the son born to you will die." 15After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife had borne to David, and he became ill.16David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and went into his house and spent the nights lying on the ground. 17The elders of his household stood beside him to get him up from the ground, but he refused, and he would not eat any food with them. 18On the seventh day the child died. David's servants were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they thought, "While the child was still living, we spoke to David but he would not listen to us. How can we tell him the child is dead? He may do something desperate." 19David noticed that his servants were whispering among themselves and he realized the child was dead. "Is the child dead?" he asked. "Yes," they replied, "he is dead." 20Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes, he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request they served him food, and he ate. 21His servants asked him, "Why are you acting this way? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept, but now that the child is dead, you get up and eat!" 22He answered, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, 'Who knows? The LORD may be gracious to me and let the child live.' 23But now that he is dead, why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me." 24Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and lay with her. She gave birth to a son, and they named him Solomon. The LORD loved him; 25and because the LORD loved him, he sent word through Nathan the prophet to name him Jedidiah. [d] 26Meanwhile Joab fought against Rabbah of the Ammonites and captured the royal citadel. 27Joab then sent messengers to David, saying, "I have fought against Rabbah and taken its water supply. 28Now muster the rest of the troops and besiege the city and capture it. Otherwise I will take the city, and it will be named after me." 29So David mustered the entire army and went to Rabbah, and attacked and captured it. 30He took the crown from the head of their king [e] —its weight was a talent [f] of gold, and it was set with precious stones—and it was placed on David's head. He took a great quantity of plunder from the city 31and brought out the people who were there, consigning them to labour with saws and with iron picks and axes, and he made them work at brick making. [g]He did this to all the Ammonite towns. Then David and his entire army returned to Jerusalem.

Footnotes:

a. 2 Sam 11:4 Or with her. When she purified herself from her uncleanness ,

b. 2 Sam 11:21 Also known as Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon)

c. 2 Sam 12:14 Masoretic Text; an ancient Hebrew scribal tradition this you have shown utter contempt for the LORD

d. 2 Sam 12:25 Jedidiah means loved by the LORD.

e. 2 Sam 12:30 Or of Milcom (that is, Molech)

f. 2 Sam 12:30 That is, about 75 pounds (about 34 kilograms)

g. 2 Sam 12:31 The meaning of the Hebrew for this clause is uncertain.

Aims of the Study - This study aims to look at first the dire consequences of sin, and the wonderful grace of God. The passage shows us that God uses weak sinful humans to further His amazing plans and promises.
1. DAVID’S SIN What were the events and decisions that led to David’s sin with Bathsheba (11v1-5)?  Is temptation sinful; if not, at what point does it become sin? At each stage what could David have done to prevent himself from sinning? What can we learn here about resisting temptation?
2. THE CONSEQUENCES How do you respond to the lengths that David goes to in order to cover up his sin (11v6-13)? What impact does this ‘cover up’ have on others? Why are we tempted to cover up our sins rather than confess them? 
How do you explain what led to “a man after God’s own heart” ‘displeasing the LORD’ (v27) through his actions which led to adultery and murder? What can we learn from David’s experience in our own lives?
3. CONFRONTING SIN Why doesn’t Nathan raise the issue with David straight away, choosing to tell a story rather than confronting him directly (12v1-4)? Why do you think it is so hard to be objective about our own sin? 
What does God mean when He says that David had despised Him and His Word (12v7-10)? In what way do we show contempt for God and His Word when we sin? 

4. GOD’S JUSTICE AND MERCY How do you respond to David’s admission of guilt in v13 (compare with Saul in 1 Samuel 13:11-15, 15:19-26)? How do we see God’s justice and mercy in how He deals with David’s sin (12v10-14)?  
5. GOD’S FORGIVENESS How can God forgive David’s sin (see Leviticus 20:10, 24:17 & Romans 3:23-26 for context)? What do the loss of David’s illegitimate child and the birth of Solomon teach us about how God deals with sin (See also Heb 12:5-13)? 
6. GOD’S GRACE How is God’s grace evident in David’s life following this event (12v23-31)? Compare 11:1 with 12:28-29; why is it so significant that David goes to battle with his army rather than staying at home and sending Joab?
Digging deeper - Look back over the whole story. What has God taught you about: human hearts and sin’s consequences? / God’s judgement? / God’s forgiveness? How do David’s failures and weaknesses encourage you that God can use someone like you to fulfil His purposes? What have you learned about being ‘a man after God’s own heart’?
Ideas for prayer groups – Pray that God would guard and protect your hearts from the seemingly ‘small’ temptations. Pray that He will enable you to stop the snowballing effect of temptation and sin.
Memory verse: ‘For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.’ Romans 3:23
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For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba.

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.

2Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.

3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.

4Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.

5Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
6Surely you desire truth in the inner parts [a]; you teach [b] me wisdom in the inmost place.

7Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.

9Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.

10Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

11Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.

12Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you.

14Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.

15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.

16You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.

17The sacrifices of God are [c] a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

18In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; build up the walls of Jerusalem.

19Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt offerings to delight you; then bulls will be offered on your altar.

Footnotes:

a. Psalm 51:6 The meaning of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain.

b. Psalm 51:6 Or you desired?; / you taught

c. Psalm 51:17 Or My sacrifice, O God, is


Aims of the Study - This Psalm speaks to each one of us who wrestle with sin, and shows us the wonderful depths of God’s love in forgiving the sinner. We also learn what is involved for our part – heart felt repentance. 
1. CONFESSION (v1-5) - On what basis does David appeal to God? When dealing with our guilt what do we need to acknowledge and realise? David had a deep sense of his sin and felt great conviction; is that our experience when we sin or do we try to ignore our short comings and failings?

2. How would you define sin and how does God feel about it? How did David’s sin affect his relationship with GOD? How does our sin affect our relationship with God? 
How do you respond to what v4-5 teach us about our sin? Why is it so important to be honest with yourself and others in this process?

3. CONFIDENCE (v6-8) – Once we have acknowledged and confessed our sin to God what should be our next step v6-8)? Why can we be confident that we are forgiven and can then let go of our guilt (see also 1 John 1:9, Psalm 103:8-12)?

4. RENEWAL (v9-12) – How do you understand the various longings in these verses to ‘blot out his iniquity’ (v9), to create ‘a pure heart’, to renew ‘a steadfast spirit’ (v10), to not be cast from ‘God’s presence’, the ‘Holy Spirit’ to not be taken away (v11) and to restore the joy of God’s salvation? What do these things look like and/or signify for us? 

5. RESPONSE (v13-19) – How does the focus change in v13? How can we ‘sing of God’s righteousness’ (v14) and ‘declare His praise’ (v15)? What is meant by a ‘broken and contrite heart’ and in what sense does God ‘not delight in sacrifice’ (v16-17)? What should our response be to God’s complete undeserved forgiveness? 
What are the key challenges that you or students in general face in this area of holiness? How do we get a healthy balance between understanding the seriousness of our sin and clinging to and living by the grace that we now have in Christ Jesus?
Digging deeper - Read Colossians 1:25-26. Do you think the Christians confidence should be greater or lesser than David’s? Why?

Ideas for prayer groups – Pray together; (1) Asking for Mercy (v1-2) – Owning up and claiming God’s promises, (2) Asking God to clean you (v7) – A fresh start, (3) Asking God to change your hearts (v10) – Spiritual renewal & help in future & (4) Expect God to turn it to good (v13) – An opportunity to help others

Memory verse: ‘Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.’ Psalm 51:10

David's Song of Praise

1David sang to the LORD the words of this song when the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. 2He said: "The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; 3my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn [a] of my salvation. He is my stronghold, my refuge and my saviour — from violent men you save me. 4I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies. 5"The waves of death swirled about me; the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me. 6The cords of the grave [b] coiled around me; the snares of death confronted me. 7In my distress I called to the LORD; I called out to my God. From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came to his ears. 8"The earth trembled and quaked,  the foundations of the heavens [c] shook; they trembled because he was angry. 9Smoke rose from his nostrils; consuming fire came from his mouth, burning coals blazed out of it. 10He parted the heavens and came down; dark clouds were under his feet. 11He mounted the cherubim and flew; he soared [d] on the wings of the wind. 12He made darkness his canopy around him— the dark [e] rain clouds of the sky. 13Out of the brightness of his presence bolts of lightning blazed forth. 14The LORD thundered from heaven; the voice of the Most High resounded. 15He shot arrows and scattered the enemies, bolts of lightning and routed them. 16The valleys of the sea were exposed and the foundations of the earth laid bare at the rebuke of the LORD, at the blast of breath from his nostrils. 17"He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew me out of deep waters. 18He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from my foes, who were too strong for me. 19They confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the LORD was my support. 20He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because he delighted in me. 21"The LORD has dealt with me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands he has rewarded me. 22For I have kept the ways of the LORD; I have not done evil by turning from my God. 23All his laws are before me; I have not turned away from his decrees. 24I have been blameless before him and have kept myself from sin. 25The LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness, according to my cleanness [f] in his sight. 26"To the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the blameless you show yourself blameless, 27to the pure you show yourself pure, but to the crooked you show yourself shrewd. 28You save the humble, but your eyes are on the haughty to bring them low. 29You are my lamp, O LORD; the LORD turns my darkness into light. 30With your help I can advance against a troop [g]; with my God I can scale a wall. 31"As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless. He is a shield 
for all who take refuge in him. 32For who is God besides the LORD? And who is the Rock except our God? 33It is God who arms me with strength [h]and makes my way perfect. 34He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; he enables me to stand on the heights. 35He trains my hands for battle; my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 36You give me your shield of victory; you stoop down to make me great. 37You broaden the path beneath me, so that my ankles do not turn. 38"I pursued my enemies and crushed them; 
I did not turn back till they were destroyed. 39I crushed them completely, and they could not rise; they fell beneath my feet. 40You armed me with strength for battle; 
you made my adversaries bow at my feet. 41You made my enemies turn their backs in flight, and I destroyed my foes. 42They cried for help, but there was no one to save them—to the LORD, but he did not answer. 43I beat them as fine as the dust of the earth; I pounded and trampled them like mud in the streets.44"You have delivered me from the attacks of my people; you have preserved me as the head of nations. People I did not know are subject to me, 45and foreigners come cringing to me; as soon as they hear me, they obey me. 46They all lose heart; they come trembling [i] from their strongholds. 47"The LORD lives! Praise be to my Rock! Exalted be God, the Rock, my Saviour! 48He is the God who avenges me, who puts the nations under me, 49who sets me free from my enemies. You exalted me above my foes; from violent men you rescued me. 50Therefore I will praise you, O LORD, among the nations; I will sing praises to your name. 51He gives his king great victories; he shows unfailing kindness to his anointed, to David and his descendants forever."

Footnotes:

a. 2 Samuel 22:3 Horn here symbolizes strength.

b. 2 Samuel 22:6 Hebrew Sheol

c. 2 Samuel 22:8 Hebrew; Vulgate and Syriac (see also Psalm 18:7) mountains

d. 2 Samuel 22:11 Many Hebrew manuscripts (see also Psalm 18:10 most Hebrew manuscripts appeared

e. 2 Samuel 22:12 Septuagint and Vulgate (see also Psalm 18:11 Hebrew massed

f. 2 Samuel 22:25 Hebrew; Septuagint and Vulgate (see also Psalm 18:24) to the cleanness of my hands

g. 2 Samuel 22:30 Or can run through a barricade

h. 2 Samuel 22:33 Dead Sea Scrolls, some Septuagint manuscripts, Vulgate and Syriac (see also Psalm 18:32 Masoretic Text who is my strong refuge

i. 2 Samuel 22:46 Some Septuagint manuscripts and Vulgate (see also Psalm 18:45 Masoretic Text they arm themselves .





Aims of the Study - David looks back over the events of his life and remembers how God has watched over him throughout. David’s hindsight of the past helps him to live with a foresight in the present. His only concern is to glorify the God who has kept him and rescued him in so many situations. The challenge to us is whether the God we claim to know is the same as David’s, or whether our view of God is rather shallow in comparison. David truly knew God!

1. What are the different images David uses to describe God (v1-20)? How does each image help us to understand God better? What was David’s first port of call in his time of distress? What are the ways that David says that God has saved him (v17-20)?

2. What do v8-20 show us about David’s understanding of God and His character? Are there any hints from these verses as to where David’s understanding of God came from? (Compare with Exodus 19v18)
3. What things can prevent us from praying, as David did (v7) when we are in difficulty? How will praying help us in difficult situations? How would an understanding of God, like David’s, help us to live as Christians? How can we help ourselves to develop this kind of understanding and experience of God?

4. What do v21-31 tell us about David’s desires and heart? How is David able to win victory over his enemies? How are David’s victories over his enemies described, and what impression does this give of them?
5. What qualities have you seen in the life of David, which, as a Christian you would like to imitate in your own life? From looking at the life of God’s own king, David, what have you learned about God’s true King, Jesus? And how will this affect your life?
Digging deeper - How are these verses fulfilled in Jesus? Think about: 

-His victory (v32-43) see Hebrews 2v14-15; Colossians 2v13-15 

-His rule over the nations (v44-46) see Matthew 25v31-46; Revelation 19v11-16

-His final exaltation (v47-52) see Philippians 2v9-11

Ideas for prayer groups - Praise God for all that He has done in the past, for how He has made you righteous, how He helps you day by day and for what He is going to do in the future. Ask God to help you to put into practice particular lessons that you have learned from the life of David over this past semester.
Memory verse: ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.’
 Proverbs 3:5-6
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	Wk No.
	Wk Starting
	6:30pm Bible Study & Prayer Groups

TUEDAYS (@68 Harefield Rd)
THURSDAYS (@53 Harefield Rd)

	Mon 29 Sep – Fri 3 Oct – Southampton University Freshers Week 

	1
	Mon 27 Sep
	Thursday 30 September - NAVS Welcome evening 

	2
	Mon 04 Oct
	Bible Study – 1 Samuel 16

	3
	Mon 11 Oct
	Bible Study – 1 Samuel 17

	4
	Mon 18 Oct
	Bible Study – 1 Samuel 20

	5
	Mon 25 Oct
	Bible Study – 1 Samuel 25

	6
	Mon 01 Nov
	Bible Study – 1 Samuel 30

	7
	Mon 08 Nov
	Bible Study – 2 Samuel 6

	Fri 12-14 Nov - NAVS Weekend Away - Totland Bay, Isle of Wight

	8
	Mon 15 Nov
	Bible Study – 2 Samuel 7

	9
	Mon 22 Nov
	Thursday 25 November – Main Meeting @ 53 Harefield Road

	10
	Mon 29 Dec
	Bible Study –2 Samuel 11-12

	 Sun 6 Dec – CU Carol Service @ Highfield Church (various services)

	11
	Mon 06 Dec
	Thurs 9 December - NAVS Christmas Meal, 6:30pm @ Swaythling Baptist Church

	 Mon 14 Dec - Fri 1 Jan – Christmas Holidays

	12
	Mon 13 Dec
	Bible Study – Psalm 51

	13
	Mon 10 Jan
	Bible Study – 2 Samuel 22


Other NAVS groups / Opportunities
“IGNITE” Discussion Groups
7pm for food, Monday evenings at 53 Harefield Road (starting Mon 11 October)
NAVS Footy

Times and Venues TBC

Prayer Breakfast

8am Wednesday mornings at 53 Harefield Road (starting Wed 7th October)
NAVS Sunday Lunches
2pm, Sunday 31 October and Sunday 28 November for Sunday Lunch with the NAVS at 53/68 Harefield Road
 
Below are contact details for the Leadership team. We love meeting up with people for a tea/coffee, chat about what is going on in our lives so please do ask us if we don’t ask you first!

If you would like a regular 1to1 with an older Christian from the group please speak to Jane who is our 1to1 Co-ordinator.
Steve & Debs McClure (Team Leaders, Term Planning, NAVS Reps)

Home: 02380-677557; Mobile: 07852-233960

E-mail: steveanddebs@sotonnavs.org 

Tim (Evangelism, NAVS Rep) & Lowri Peters (Food Co-ordinator)
Mobile: 07907-692861 OR 07817-606746
E-mail: timpeters1984@yahoo.com OR lowriwebb@gmail.com 
Jane Mitchell (1to1 Co-ordinator, NAVS Associate Rep)
Home: 02380-362894; Mobile: 07952-773428
E-mail: janemitchell100@hotmail.com
Steve (Treasurer, NAVS Associate Rep) & Holly Price (Secretary)
Home: 02380-581634; Mobile: 07834-528399
E-mail: steveandhollyprice@hotmail.com
Kate Marshall (Mission)
Mobile: 07752-870345


E-mail: kate@sotonnavs.org 

Kim Gordon (Food Co-ordinator)
Mobile: 07979-855877
E-mail: kimgordon1985@hotmail.com
Chris Hinde (Ignite)
Mobile: 07935-366159
E-mail: chris.hinde@gmail.com
Adam Collett (Prayer & Praise, Connect Worker)
Mobile: 07871-691908

E-mail: acollett@hotmail.co.uk
James Pritchard (Marketing)
Mobile: 07789-267259

E-mail: japritchard@gmail.com 

Lydia Clarke (Graduates, LifeNet)
Mobile: 07813-634612
E-mail: clarke_lydia@hotmail.com
Stephen Merrit-Harrison (Evangelism, Connect Worker)
Mobile: 07708-701737
E-mail: stephenjmh@googlemail.com
Dave Callaghan (International Students)
Mobile: 07837-904319
E-mail: callaghandr@googlemail.com
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“Who are you living for?”





NAVS Weekend Away 2010…





Venue: Totland Bay Youth Hostel, Isle of Wight





Speaker: Ted Pilling





When: Fri 12th Nov to Sun 14th November 2010





Cost: £40.00 (including ferry to IOW)





A chance to get away to a scenic location, relax and explore the theme of discipleship in a community of students/graduates seeking to know Christ and make Him known…





Places are limited - book your place now…
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“When you come to the end of your life and you have nothing but death to look forward to and nothing but memories to look back upon, what will you need to see in order for you to come to the conclusion: My life was not in vain? You are not ready to live the rest of your life until you have answered that question”





Mike Treneer – Spiritual Leadership 2005
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