NAVS Discipleship Materials
Mission Prep – Taking things further with our friends 


“It is written: ‘I believed; therefore I have spoken.’ With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak… For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all”…(2 Corinthians 4:13 & 5:14)

SECTION ONE 


Mark 2:1-5 “A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralysed man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’ ”


John 1:40-45 “Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ ” 


John 4:39-42 “Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in Jesus because of the woman's testimony, ‘He told me everything I ever did.’ So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because of his words many more became believers. They said to the woman, ‘We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.’ ”


SECTION TWO 


Acts 11:19-26 “Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.”


Philippians 2:19-21 “I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon…I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.”


Colossians 1:9-10 “For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God.”

Colossians 4:12 “Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.”

1 Thessalonians 2:8 “We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.”


1 John 5:13 “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.”

NAVS Discipleship Materials

Mission Prep – Taking things further with our friends 


Overall Aim: To think about what we could say to people to invite them along to the mission week events and what to do to help someone after they have become a Christian.


SECTION ONE
What do these passages have in common? What do you find helpful from these passages?
They are all about people meeting Jesus in person, they are about people bringing or inviting others to meet Jesus. In the first passage, the paralytic is brought by his friends, in the second Andrew brought his brother and then Philip is from the same town and you get the impression that Nathaniel is as well, in the third passage it's the people from the same town as the Samaritan woman who become believers. In each passage there seems to be a knock on effect of individuals meeting Jesus and then wanting their friends or people they are close to, to meet Jesus. There is a sense of urgency in each passage to get people to Jesus. The motivation to get people to Jesus in each case has something to do with who Jesus is, his identity, or what he can do, the difference he can make. There seems to be a sense of excitement or expectation in each passage. In each case it's not enough that people hear about Jesus but that they have the opportunity to come into contact with Jesus.
What motivates you to invite someone to an evangelistic event? (Encourage people to be honest and to speak from the heart rather than just give the answers you would expect) 
People need to hear the gospel. I want my friends to hear about who Jesus is and to think about what that means to them. Going to an event with a friend, hearing the same talk together would then give us common ground afterwards to talk further e g. what did you think of that? Did you agree with what the speaker said about...? I'm convinced that the gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes (Romans 1:16) and so there is a real possibility that if someone hears the gospel, the pieces might fall into place and it might make the biggest difference to their lives. It is God's desire that all people be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth. Before I became a Christian I was very happy to go along to events when asked by my Christian friends as long as I didn't feel pressurised or trapped. 
What holds you back? Embarrassment and fear. I don't want to put people on the spot or for them to feel they have to come just because I'm asking them to. Lack of faith that it is important for people to hear the gospel or that it might make a difference to them. Feeling that I've left it too late to ask someone. Not really knowing how to invite someone, what to say or how to describe the event I want people to come to. Wouldn't feel relaxed about inviting someone.
What would it take to get some of your friends or people you know to the mission events? 
A miracle. Prayer. They are unlikely to come if I don't invite them. For me to go along with them. Making it sound interesting or relevant to them. Combining it with some other invitation e.g. diner or pub. They would need to know what it is about, people don't like committing themselves to coming to the unknown. I need to convey a sense of importance, it they thought it was important to me they might come. What would you actually say to someone to invite them to one of the events? I'm going up to the university this evening to listen to a talk about.. .it only lasts for an hour and is mainly for people who aren't very religious to explain more about... What are you doing this evening? I'm going to the pub with some of the others from my course/hall but first we are going to hear a talk that's part of the Mission week where the speaker is going to answer the question...Do you want to come with us? Have you heard about what is going on this week? There are a whole series of talks and seminars aimed at answering the questions people have about Christianity, God and the Bible. You know I go along to church and CU but this week is not like the usual stuff, a week like this is only organised once every three years.

SECTION TWO
What happened in Antioch? People heard the good news about the Lord Jesus. Greeks as well as Jews were told about Jesus. God was at work and lots of people believed the message and ‘turned to the Lord’ - what do you think that means? Change of lifestyle? Priorities? Religious allegiances? Barnabus was sent to check things out. Barnabus encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts - what does this mean? What would he have said to them? How would he have done this? Barnabus brought Saul (Paul) to Antioch. They taught the people there for a whole year - what would they have taught them? This was the first place where people were called Christians (as opposed to Jews?)
What do you think it takes to help someone after they have become a Christian? Time to meet together, talk, pray for them (when you are with them and when you are not). Prayer Initiative, taking the initiative to suggest things to them that will help them spiritually. Take them with you to the things you go to Church, CU or Bible study. Concern for them to grow spiritually. 
What do the following verses have to say about what we might do to help someone? There aren't many people who take a genuine interest in others, it takes time and thought. Need to keep on praying and know what to pray for - Paul didn't pray wishy-washy or vague prayers. Wrestle in prayer. Pray for maturity. Help them to know that they have eternal life - assurance based on biblical truth.
What practical things would you do? Read the bible and pray together. Get a Bible for them if they haven't got one. Encourage them to get to know God better by spending time each day reading the Bible and praying on their own. Introduce them to other Christians. Ask them questions about how they are doing or what they are thinking and learning. Encourage them to ask questions themselves. Talk to them about how you became a Christian and what it was like for you in those first few weeks.

Pray for them a lot when you're not with them, if you struggle to know what to pray for use the prayers of Jesus and Paul to give some ideas. Spend time with them doing normal things. Be honest about yourself, your questions, make sure they know that you're not perfect but that you are still learning as a Christian.
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