NAVS Discipleship Materials

Mission Preparation – Talking with our Friends

“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always 

full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” (Colossians 4:5-6)

Overall Aim: To help us all to know what we could say to our friends to turn a conversation onto deeper or more spiritual things. For people to go away from the session knowing what they could say to their friends.

SECTION ONE

Romans 10:13-14 “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?”

Ephesians 4:29 “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”

2 Timothy 2:23-25 “Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth.”

2 Corinthians 5:19-20 “God has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.”

James 1:19 “My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry”

1 Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”

Colossians 4:5-6 “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”

What do these verses teach us about talking to our friends?

What do you think it means to "Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt"?

SECTION TWO

Mark 10:17-22 “As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. ‘Good teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ ‘Why do you call me good?’ Jesus answered. ‘No one is good-except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honour your father and mother.’ ‘Teacher,’ he declared, ‘all these I have kept since I was a boy.’ Jesus looked at him and loved him. ‘One thing you lack,’ he said. ‘Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’ At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.”

How would you answer the question "What must I do to inherit eternal life?"

What do you notice about how Jesus answered this question? Why do you think he said the things he did?

SECTION THREE

Just in the course of everyday life, what do our friends talk about?

When you talk to your friends what do you usually talk about?

If we talk about ourselves, what do we say?

What kind of questions do your friends ask you?

What kind of questions could you ask your friends?

How would you answer the question “Why are you a Christian?”
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Overall Aim: To help us all to know what we could say to our friends to turn a conversation onto deeper or more spiritual things. For people to go away from the session knowing what they could say to their friends.

SECTION ONE

What do these verses teach us about talking to our friends?

What do you think it means to "Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt"?

God wants us to be talking to our friends, they can't "call on the name of the Lord and be saved" unless they hear the gospel.

We should be able to answer the question "Why are you a Christian?"
When talking with people it is very easy to say too much, not to listen to what our friends have to say, become angry or frustrated with them. (James 1:19)

We need to treat our friends with respect and say things that will help them (Eph 4:29) and in a way that will help them (1 Peter 3:15, 2 Timothy 2:25)

Seasoned with salt, don't say too much but say thought provoking things or ask questions.

Full of grace - without losing our temper or getting bored with what others say, without being judgmental.

SECTION TWO

How would you answer the question “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”

What do you notice about how Jesus answered this question? Why do you think he said the things he did?

Talk about repentance, sin, forgiveness, trusting in Jesus, following Jesus as Saviour & Lord.

Jesus wants to make him think so he doesn't give a simple answer to the question, “why do you call me good?” Jesus wants the young man to know that he is God. He reminds the young man of the commandments but leaves him to conclude whether he has kept them all and that isn't enough. The commandments that he doesn't mention are the ones to do with putting God first which is exactly the problem for this young man.

SECTION THREE

Just in the course of everyday life, what do our friends talk about?

When you talk to your friends what do you usually talk about?

If we talk about ourselves, what do we say?

What kind of questions do your friends ask you?

What kind of questions could you ask your friends?

How would you answer the question “Why are you a Christian?”

People often ask the question "what are you doing tonight?" or "what did you do at the weekend?" We need to think of good answers to these questions, not saying too much but more than just saying we went to CU or to church.

It is hard to say we are going to a Bible Study group or to explain what we actually do at CU or church in an understandable way, so we need to think about it beforehand.
Why are you a Christian? - Why are you asking? Why do you think I'm a Christian? What do you think it means to be a Christian?

When someone asks you how are you doing, if you've been having a difficult time and God has been helping you or answering your prayers you could mention it, not in order to take the conversation further necessarily, but just to get it out into the open that you pray and believe in God.

Try to learn from past experiences, either good or bad. When was the last time you had a 'spiritual' conversation with one of your non-Christian friends? What did you talk about? How did you get onto the subject? When did you last feel like you missed an opportunity? What would you say if the same opportunity came up again?
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Mission Preparation – Practical examples
Quote 1 “A conversation took place one night when I was putting out my dustbin. A neighbour pointed out that vandals had chopped down several shrubs in the park opposite. He was very angry about it. I admit I was none too pleased myself.  “What a hopeless action that is,” he said.  “We had better get used to it,” I said. “I suspect it will get worse, not better.” “That's a fairly pessimistic view,” he answered. “It's inevitable I think.” “It's crazy behaviour.” “When you say 'goodbye' to God,” I said; “it is difficult to teach people not to give full expression to anything they want to do.” “I don't believe in God and I don't chop down trees,” “Why shouldn't the person who did it do it if he feels like it?” “Because the rest of us cannot enjoy them.” “But why should he worry about us,” I pressed. “Because that is how we ought to live.” “Who says so?” I answered. “I agree with you, but I do so because God says so. But if it is just a matter of your opinion plus my opinion versus the vandal's opinion, I cannot see why ours is right and his is wrong. Only God is able to make statements about what is ultimately right and wrong.”  From here the conversation moved into the general area of the existence of God and to the person of the Lord Jesus. Much more profitable than the park and the vandals!”

From ‘Know and tell the Gospel’, John Chapman, 1981, p100-101

Quote 2 “Of course, there is a way of giving people opportunities to end the conversation which also provides a small 'hook' that intrigues them and encourages them to keep on thinking about Jesus. There is a story told of Billy Graham at a dinner party. Someone asked him, 'Billy, have you always enjoyed going to church?' He could have used that as a cue for a sermon, but he didn't. Rather, he replied, 'No, I used to hate going to church, until I was eighteen and something happened that completely changed my mind.' Now what do you think the next question was? ‘What happened when you were eighteen?' Well, it probably was that, but could just as easily have been, ‘That’s very interesting. Could you pass the salt, please?’ You see, he offered them an easy opportunity to change the subject if they wished, but he also gave his reply a little hook.  We are to make the most of every opportunity, but in most cases that will mean leaving people hungry for more.”

From ‘Evangelism made slightly less difficult’, Nick Pollard, 1997, p21

Quote 3 “I need to develop more of a Christian worldview so that when we are speaking about life in general I have something Christian to say. To do this I 'trained' for a year with a friend. We decided to read the editorial in a daily newspaper and to ask this question: "If someone begins speaking about this subject what can I say which is Christian and relevant?" We 'phoned each other every day and compared our thoughts. Sometimes one, or both would come up with something useful. At other times we were unable to say anything at all. The value of the exercise lay in the constant thinking in Christian categories of the world around us. Try the exercise yourself. What do your friends talk about? Can you say anything distinctively Christian on that subject? If you can, then when the conversation comes up again, as others make their contribution, make yours, and see where it leads. Don't make a big thing out of it-just make. You may find you will be asked to give a reason. This in turn may lead to the gospel. Don't lose any sleep if it doesn’t.” 

From ‘Know and tell the Gospel’, John Chapman, 1981, p101

Quote 4 “The second incident took place during a time of political upheaval in Australia. Everyone was talking about it. I was driving home from the country and gave a lift to a university undergraduate who was also a scientist. He was returning from holidays. Naturally we spoke about the government and the elections. "It is very difficult in the western world, at present, to be a leader," I said. "Do you think it is more difficult now than before?" he asked. "Much! In the past we believed in absolutes and so we agreed on what was right and wrong. Now a leader makes a statement on one issue and people flock to him. He makes another statement and they all rush away to another leader. We have lost our 'body of truth' and do not seem to know how to arrive at truth." "I don't believe that sort of truth exists. I don't think there are any absolutes," he said. "Surely that statement is an absolute," I responded. "Well, I believe that is the only absolute," he replied. "Where did you get it from?" I asked. "It's what I live by."   "Surely it is God's role to make up the absolutes." We had a long and fruitful conversation about the existence of God and the Lord Jesus.”
From ‘Know and tell the Gospel’, John Chapman, 1981, p102


Quote 5 “Let me give you an example. Some years ago I was working with the Billy Graham Association, setting up a big mission. There was a printer who did a lot of work for us. He made an effort to disguise the fact that he wasn't a Christian, but he was happy to have the business. One day I called at his office to collect the printing, and was surprised by the first words he said to me 'I've been reading your publicity,' he said. 'I suppose it's good that people are interested in finding out about God, isn't it?" Now, I could have taken that up as an opportunity to preach at him. But that wouldn't have been gracious, and would probably have put him off for a long time. A gracious response, seasoned with salt, would have been to say, 'Yes, it is. What about you? Are you interested in finding out about God?' This question isn't pushy or unloving, but there is a sense in which it graciously cuts into the real situation and brings it down to him personally. I wish I had said it. That would have been so good. But I didn't. All I did was to smile and say, 'Yes. Is my printing ready?' ”
From ‘Evangelism made slightly less difficult’, Nick Pollard, 1997, p24
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