NAVS Discipleship materials
Mission Preparation – Praying for our Friends

Romans 12:10-12 “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honour one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”
Overall Aim: To encourage us all to pray faithfully in the run up to the mission, particularly for non-Christian friends and to give some ideas and suggestions for what to pray.

John 15:7 “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you”
Ephesians 6:17-20 “Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.”
1 Peter 4:7 “The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.”

1 Timothy 2:1,3-4 “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone... This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”

Colossians 4:2-4 “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.”

What do these verses say about:

· Why we should pray

· How we should pray

· Who or what we should pray for

OTHER PASSAGES

Acts 26:28-29 (Praying for non-Christians) “Then Agrippa said to Paul, ‘Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?’ Paul replied, ‘Short time or long-l pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.’ ”
Matthew 6:5-8 (How not to pray) “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.”

2 Chronicles 20:1-12 (Prayer based on God’s promises) “After this, the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the Meunites came to make war on Jehoshaphat. Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, ‘A vast army is coming against you from Edom, from the other side of the Sea, It is already in Hazazon Tamar’ (that is, En Gedi). Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the LORD, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah. The people of Judah came together to seek help from the LORD; indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek him. Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the temple of the LORD in the front of the new courtyard and said: ‘O LORD, God of our fathers, are you not the God who is in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand you. O our God, did you not drive out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend? They have lived in it and have built in it a sanctuary for your Name, saying, ‘If calamity comes upon us, whether the sword of judgement, or plague or famine, we will stand in your presence before this temple that bears your Name and will cry out to you in our distress, and you will hear us and save us.’ But now here are men from Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, whose territory you would not allow Israel to invade when they came from Egypt; so they turned away from them and did not destroy them. See how they are repaying us by coming to drive us out of the possession you gave us as an inheritance. O our God, will you not judge them? For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you.’ ”
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End the session with the suggestion that we commit ourselves to praying every day, decide now how much time we want to set aside to pray daily (e.g. 10 or 15 minutes) and make sure we don't go to bed without having spent the time praying. Alternatively decide to begin and end each day in prayer (i.e. the first thing we do when we wake up and the last thing we do before going to bed each day without fail). Why did Daniel pray three times a day?

Introduction - This is the first of 3 sessions we are planning to have before the mission. Today we are thinking specifically about prayer: prayer for the mission, praying for our friends. The overall aim is to encourage us all to pray faithfully in the run up to the mission, particularly for non-Christian friends and to give some ideas and suggestions for what to pray.
Warm-up - Just to get our brains in gear, I've got three questions to ask you and I want you to jot down the first two or three things that come into your head in answer to these questions.

What is prayer?

Why is prayer important?

When do you pray?

Other possible questions

What encourages you to pray?

What are some of the things that stop you from praying?

What are some of the things we could pray for our friends and for each other in the run up to the mission?

How do we learn to pray?

· copy other Christians

· God teaches us

· Learn to pray from the Bible

Is there a biblical pattern for prayer? Is there such a thing as praying biblically?

How should we pray?

· don't do it for show

· don't babble

· keep it simple and focused

· heartfelt
· thankful, watchful

Praying in the Spirit (Ephesians 6), remind God of his promises when we pray (2 Chronicles 20), letting Jesus words remain in us

(John 15:7).

Issues

Prayer is a struggle (Colossians 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.)

Prayer takes time

Prayer is important (Colossians 1:9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding)

Often feel like I don't pray enough

Often feel that I don't know what to say in prayer

I want to pray more

Prayer isn't easy.

Praying with others can really help.

Prayer can make a difference.

Jesus encouraged his disciples to pray and not to give up.

We live by faith and not by sight.

Romans 12:10-12 “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honour one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”

Philippians 1:3-4 “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy.”

2 Thessalonians1:11-12 “With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfil every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Philemon 1:6 “I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.”
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