NAVS Discipleship materials

Last Things – Eternity
Aim – To help us to consider and develop a Biblical view of heaven and hell. To encourage us with the hope that we have for eternity if we are in Christ and to challenge us with the stark reality of eternity without God. 

Introduction – The writer of Ecclesiastes tells us that God has set eternity in the hearts of men (3:11). We live in an age where it is probably true to say that there are more people who believe that there is something after death than there are who believe in God. In Christian circles eternity can often seem like something that is not often discussed. We not only avoid the ideas of hell and judgement (that we naturally dislike), but we also neglect the glorious hope that we have in heaven. In this session I want us to face up to what the Bible has to say about these things. As with all of these sessions there will be much to encourage us but there will also be things which will make us feel a little uncomfortable and hopefully stir us to action. 

Why is it that we so rarely think about heaven?

What does Paul mean when he says that glory is going to be revealed in us? What do you think it will be like to spend eternity with Christ? What will it mean for us to worship and serve God forever? In what sense will we be completed when Jesus returns? What implications will this completion have in our lives?

· Paul says in Romans 8:16-18 that our present sufferings are not worth comparing to the glory that will be revealed in us. Paul had previously been talking about our new identity as God’s children and co heirs with Christ. When Jesus returns there is a glory that is going to be revealed in us. Peter says that when Christ appears we will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away (1 Peter 5:4). We are going to consider several aspects of this glorification. 
· Part of this glorification is that we will spend eternity with Christ. Paul writes to the Colossians telling them that when Christ appears they also would appear with Him in glory (Colossians 3:3-4). Likewise in John 14:1-3 Jesus quells the disciples anxious hearts by encouraging them with the truth that if He left them He would surely come back and take them to be where He is. Jesus tells them that He had been preparing a place for them in His Father’s house. What an encouragement to know that we will spend eternity with Christ. Amidst the light of God’s glory in heaven we to will be truly glorified with Christ.

· Another aspect of our glorification is that we shall see His face. In John’s vision of the future he explains that will see the face of God and of the lamb (Revelation 22:4). Elsewhere John says that no one has ever seen God (John 1:18). Yet in heaven we shall see Him face to face. In the preceding verse John tells us that God’s servants will serve Him (22:3). Just as we serve God here and now so eternity will provide us with the opportunity to serve God perfectly. As we serve God we will also fall down before God and worship Him saying “praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honour and power and strength be to our God forever and ever, Amen” (Revelation 7:11-12). There will be no sin and no ignorance that will hinder our worship for we will genuinely worship God with all that we are. It is an amazing picture to think that people like us will worship and serve the maker and sustainer of the universe forever. 

· In 1 John 1:1-3 we read that God’s great love has been lavished upon us and that we are now called children of God. John says that ‘what we will has not yet been made known, but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is’. God has begun a work in us that will be carried on to completion when Christ returns (Philippians 1:6). We are being transformed into Christ’s likeness with increasing glory until Christ returns and we become like Him (2 Corinthians 3:18). In heaven we will be completed and there will no longer be any sin or desire to win within us. John tells us that there will be nothing impure in heaven (Revelation 21:27). Finally we will be the people that God created us to be and we will do God’s will in all that we do. Jesus taught us to pray that God’s will would be done as it is in heaven. When we go to be with Christ we will have no desire to do anything except for the will of God. Only then will the work that God has begun in us in this world have been completed in each of us.

In what sense is heaven characterised by rest? How will our heavenly work be different to that of this world? Why is it so important for us to understand the relief that will be ours in heaven? 

· One theme that runs through scripture is the idea of rest. The writer of Hebrews explains that just as the Israelites looked forward entering God’s rest in Canaan so we look forward to entering a far more glorious Sabbath-rest in heaven. Yet scripture never teaches that in heaven we will be idle. While the stereotypical view of heaven is that we will be sitting around on fluffy white clouds doing relatively little, scripture’s perspective of rest is very different. There will be much to do as we worship and serve God. Work is something that will be part of heaven just as it was part of life in the Garden of Eden. In heaven our work will not be like the painful toil and stress of this world. Our work in heaven will bring us true satisfaction and fulfilment unlike anything we can find in this life. 

· John describes some further aspects of the New Jerusalem in Revelation 21 saying that the dwelling of God will be with men and He will live with them. In heaven we will find relief from all the troubles of this world (1 Thessalonians 1:7). He says that God will wipe every tear from our eyes and there will be no more death, mourning or crying or pain. The troubles of this life will be replaced by God’s new order of things. If there is anything that should encourage us now it is the fact that the problems of this world are as nothing compared to the glorious future that lies in store for us. The Psalmist says that instead we will be filled with joy in God’s presence with eternal pleasures at God’s right hand (Psalm 16:11). These truths are a key feature of heaven and the hope they give us should encourage us to persevere in this life. 

What truth is Paul teaching in 1 Corinthians 3:10-15? What will determine how we are rewarded? In what sense is this both a challenge and an encouragement for us? What does it mean to escape through the flames? Why did Jesus tell the parable of the talents? What does it mean to make the most of what God has given to us?

· In 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 Paul exhorts his readers to be careful how they build. The Lord Jesus Christ was the foundation that had been laid in each of their lives but Paul was concerned with how they built on that foundation. Paul says that some will build on that foundation with silver and gold while others will build with straw and hay. When Jesus returns our work will be shown for what it is and it will be revealed with fire. This fire will test the quality of each of our work. If what we have built survives we will be rewarded for that work. If it is burned up then we ourselves will be saved, that is not in question but only as one escaping through the fire. This passage presents us with a challenge to be those who are investing and building in things that matter. Jesus said that God would reward each of us differently according to what we have done (Matthew 16:27). This should also be an encouragement because our work for the Lord is clearly not in vain and will be rewarded.

· In Matthew 25:14-30 Jesus tells a parable about a master who goes away and leaves his servants with responsibilities to fulfil. The issue in this parable is who will be ready for the master’s return after some delay. The parable suggests that we should not just wait passively but that we should get on with the job and make the most of the opportunities entrusted to us. God recognises that we are all different and he expects of us only what is appropriate. The two servants receive the same commendation even though they had been entrusted with different amounts. The third man opted for safety instead of service and in hoping to do nothing wrong he actually did nothing right. God is not a slave driver but he does expect us to make the most of what He has given to us. It is only through faithful service that we will be ready. This faithful service for the Lord will be rewarded in heaven. 

What does the Bible mean when it says that there will be a new heaven and a new earth? In what ways will this new creation be different form the world that we live in now?

· In the Old Testament God said that He would create a new heavens and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17-25). God said that the old order of things would not be remembered and that the New Jerusalem would be a delight and a joy. Isaiah describes it as place where infants do not perish, where toil is not in vain and where the wolf and the lamb feed together. We are all going to be part of the new heavens and the new earth. God’s dwelling will once again be with men and we will enjoy Him forever.

· In Romans 8:18-25 Paul says that creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. Creation has been subject to frustration in the hope that it would be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into His glorious freedom. The creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. When Jesus returns this world will be transformed and finally creation will no longer continue to be subject to frustration.

· In 2 Peter 3 Peter talks about the destruction of the heavens and the earth. All will be destroyed but Peter looks forward to the new heavens and the new earth (12-13). Peter describes it as the ‘home of righteousness’. When we get to this new creation we will be at home. As God’s righteous people we will spend eternity at home with Him. Everything will be restored when Jesus returns and finally the effects of the fall will be reversed. 

Why is it that we prefer not to think about hell?

What will we be judged for? What would you say to someone who said that we will all eventually go to heaven? In what sense does God give us what we ask for? What about people who have not heard the gospel? 

· The simple reason for why there is judgement is that God is just. The truth of course is that we would not want any other kind of God than a just and a fair God (2 Thess 1:6). Often we scream and shout for justice and for our rights in this world. However when Jesus returns to judge the world we certainly will get justice but we may not want it then. Jesus will return to judge us firstly by the way that we have used spiritual opportunities in this life and secondly by both our actions and our motives. We will be judged not only for what we have done but also for why we have done it. No where does scripture speak about us having a second chance and neither does the Bible ever indicate that we will be reincarnated as someone or something else. Whatever the judgement we receive the one thing that we can be certain of is that we will get justice. That judgement will be proportionate to the spiritual light that we have been given and to how we have responded to it. There is not much about those who have not heard the gospel but the Bible does insist that God will be as fair and as just with them as those who have heard the gospel (Acts 10:34-35, Romans 2:2,6). 

· So this leaves us with only two possible outcomes. The narrow road and the small gate surely do lead to life but the broad road and the wide gate lead to destruction (Matthew 7:13-14). Either we will be with Him in heaven (as we have seen) or we will be without Him forever in hell. In Matthew 25:31-46 Jesus spoke about the sheep and the goats and how they would be divided on the last day. This is not a fashionable doctrine because we do not like the idea that people will go to hell. Instead some prefer to believe that ultimately all will be included with God in heaven (universalism). 

· The fact that God even bothers to judge us at all shows that we matter to God. We are not just things but we are people who each have worth and value of our own. Because God has given us freedom judgement is inevitable and hell possible. When God created us He created the possibility that we would turn against Him and reject Him. If we deny hell we deny our right to freely make our own choices. God is not a God who forces our hand. Rather we make our own choices but we must live with the consequences of the choices we make here and now. For it is on those choices that God will judge us. 

In what sense is punishment God’s means of reform or deterrence? If these things are not the purpose of punishment then what is? What would you say to someone who said that the alternative to heaven was annihilation? How do we understand how a loving God can send people to such a place? How should hell motivate us in our daily lives?

· In our society punishment is used as a deterrent to encourage us not to do what society deems unacceptable. There is an aspect of this in the Bible but some have taken it to an extreme and tried to scare people into the Kingdom of God. The issues of hell and judgement a crucial element of the gospel but they certainly are not the only element and have been much abused in the past. Yet the Bible says that when we die our eternal destiny will in one sense be already decided. In Matthew 25:31-46 Jesus talks about how at the last day the sheep (the righteous) will be separated from the goats (the unrighteous). The issue will be settled based on how people have treated His disciples in this life. It is not that in doing so we can earn our way to heaven but that if we have truly received Jesus then we will also receive His disciples. The sheep were granted eternal life but the goats were sentenced to eternal punishment. The choices that we make here and now have consequences for eternity. 

· When we get to heaven, punishment will not serve as a deterrent because the question of where we will spend eternity will already have been decided. There will not be a second chance for us to respond during the period between death and the fullness of the new age. The writer to the Hebrews said that we are ‘destined to die once and after that to face judgement’ (Hebrews 9:27-28). The Bible makes it very clear that God will punish people not because as a deterrent but simply because the law has been broken and the lawgiver has been offended. That is the true reason why punishment is inevitable. 

· The simple answer to the question of why Christians think that there is a place called hell is that Jesus taught about it using all the symbolism of His day. Indeed much of what we have about hell in scripture comes from the lips of Jesus Himself. Jesus’ position is subsequently endorsed by the teaching we find in the NT. 

· The symbols Jesus used represent some element of what hell is like. The words Jesus used were fire (2 Thess 1:7), darkness (Jude 13), agony (Luke 16:24) torment (Luke 16:28), eternal punishment (Matthew 25:46), wailing & gnashing of teeth (Matthew 13:42) and destruction (2 Thess 1:9). These words emphasise separation and isolation from God and a horrible eternity beyond our imagination. In Luke 16 we see the rich man crying out firstly that Lazarus might ease his pain and then secondly that Lazarus might go back and warn his friends. 

· Some would argue that we will just be destroyed or simply pass out of existence (annihilationism). This idea however does not do justice to the Bible’s teaching. The Bible says that we will all face death and final judgement and that this final judgement will determine how we spend eternity. The words used by Jesus to describe Hell, demonstrate that eternity will be a painful reality. Hell is eternity without God and without any of the goodness that God has given to this world. Hell is eternal punishment and torment without God forever. 

· A much harder question is to ask how we can enjoy heaven when we know that hell exists. The reason that Jesus to earth came was to remove this problem and make it possible for us to go to heaven and yet hell is still a reality for the many who reject God. Ultimately the very idea of hell is a problem but it is God’s problem and not ours. We do not know how God will judge people but we do know that He will be perfectly just and right. The cross is the greatest demonstration of God’s love that there has ever been. The cross demonstrates just how seriously God treats the issue of hell. How dreadful hell must be for Christ to die so that I would not have to go there! The New Testament pleads with us to accept God’s offer now while we still can. What a motivation both to turn to Christ and also to make Him known to our friends. 

· This teaching should give us a sense of urgency to reach our friends, for it is our responsibility to ensure they have at least had the opportunity of hearing what Jesus has done for them. We know that if someone is living without Christ then that someone is heading for eternity without Christ. We also know that Jesus died on the cross to deal with the problem of sin and that all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved. Whether or not our friends become Christians is not our responsibility, but whether or not our friends hear the gospel most certainly is our responsibility. Sharing the gospel is the work God has given us but the results of that work are God’s business. Are we fulfilling our role in pointing people to Christ?

Conclusion – I have deliberately made us look at heaven and hell in the same session so that we would be struck by the contrast between the two. What a challenge the idea of an inevitable judgement is towards the way that we are living our lives now. What an encouragement heaven is for us in the difficulties and troubles of our daily lives. What a motivation to share our faith with those who are currently heading for hell.  
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Last Things – Eternity
HEAVEN

Romans 8:16-18 “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”
1 Peter 5:4 “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.”
Colossians 3:3-4 “For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”

John 14:1-3 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Revelation 22:3-5 “The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.”

Revelation 7:9-12 “After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: ‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’ All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying: ‘Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honour and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”

1 John 3:1-3 “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.”

Philippians 1:4-6 “…I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
2 Corinthians 3:18 “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
Revelation 21:1-5, 22-27 “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’ He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’… I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendour into it. On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honour of the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.”

Psalm 16:11 “You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.”

Matthew 16:27 “For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.”
1 Corinthians 3:10-15 “By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”

Matthew 25:14-30 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.’ His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!’ The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.’ His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!’ Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.  Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

2 Peter 3:12-13 “That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.”

Romans 8:19-22 “The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.”
Isaiah 65:17-25 “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth; he who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed. They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and others eat. For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the works of their hands. They will not toil in vain or bear children doomed to misfortune; for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants with them. Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, but dust will be the serpent's food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, says the LORD.”
HELL

2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”
Hebrews 9:27-28 “Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgement, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.”

Acts 10:34-35 “Then Peter began to speak: I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.”

Romans 2:2,6 “Now we know that God's judgment against those who do such things is based on truth … God will give to each person according to what he has done.”
Luke 16:16-31 “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it. It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law. Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery. There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ But Abraham replied, ‘son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’  ‘No, father Abraham,' he said, `but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead’.”

Matthew 25:31-46 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ "Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’ Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’ Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

2 Thess 1:6-10 “God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marvelled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you.”

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-42 “Jesus told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. ‘The owner's servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. ‘The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn’… Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.’ He answered, ‘The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. ‘As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”

Matthew 7:13-23 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!”
Jude 12-13 “These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest qualm--shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted--twice dead. They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever.”
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