
NAVS Discipleship materials

Last Things – Coming
Aim – To build in each of us a conviction that the Lord Jesus will return and to explore what will happen when He does. To consider what our response should be in our own lives to this most crucial of truths. 

Introduction – George Bernard Shaw said that the ultimate statistic is that one in one people die. I do not want to be morbid but we will all face physical death at some point unless Jesus’ returns before that time. As Christians we know that death is not the end. Scripture so clearly testifies that when Jesus returns we will either face a timeless eternity with Christ in the new heavens and the new earth or we will face a terrible eternity without Him in Hell. In this session I want us to consider why we can have this hope that death is not the end and that one day Jesus is going to return in all His glory. As we saw last week, there is both great challenge and encouragement in this teaching. We must take the truth that Jesus is coming back seriously and practically apply it to the way that we live day by day. 

Why as Christians do we believe that Jesus is going to return? What do you think it was that so convinced the disciples that their Lord would return? What do each of the NT terms used for Jesus’ return add to our understanding of His return?

· Daniel sees a vision of one like a Son of Man (the term that was often used by Jesus of Himself) coming with the clouds of heaven (Daniel 7:13-14). Then this Son of Man approached the Ancient of Days (God almighty) and was led into His presence. He was given authority, sovereign power and all people worshiped Him. Even before Jesus had come for the first time we have this prediction that He would one day come in all His power and glory. Daniel saw that His dominion would be everlasting and that His Kingdom would never be destroyed. 

· This imagery of the Lord Jesus coming in the clouds is also used in the New Testament (Revelation 1:7). As we saw last week Jesus said that we will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory (Matthew 24:30-31). Luke records that when Jesus had ascended to Heaven and a cloud hid Him from their sight two men suddenly stood beside the disciples dressed in white (Acts 1:9-11). They asked them why they were looking into the sky and then explained that the same Jesus would come back in the same way that He had ascended to Heaven. 

· It is not surprising that the all apostles testify that Jesus was going to return. In Philippians 3:20 Paul testifies that we eagerly await a saviour from heaven who would transform our lowly bodies. The writer to the Hebrews says that Jesus will appear a second time, not to bear sin but to bring salvation to those who are waiting (9:26-28). In Acts 3:19-21 just after the crippled beggar had been healed, Peter testifies to the onlookers that Jesus would return at the time appointed when God would restore everything as He promised long ago through the prophets. Scripture wholeheartedly testifies that Jesus is coming back!

· There are three terms used in the New Testament for the Second Coming.  The first term is ‘parousia’ which literally means presence or coming and was used of a royal visit. Jesus’ return will be like a royal visit for He will come in all His power and glory. James uses this word as he exhorts his readers to be patient until the Lord’s coming (James 5:7-9). John exhorts his readers to continue in Christ so that at His coming they could be confident and unashamed (1 John 3:1-3). The second word used is ‘apocalypsis’ and literally it means unveiling. This word is used to explain the fact that something that was hidden will be made visible. When Jesus returns all that is true about Him that is presently hidden from our sight will be unveiled to all. Paul says that we eagerly await for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed (1 Corinthians 1:7-9) and Peter says that we should rejoice that we share in the sufferings of Christ so that we would be overjoyed when His glory is revealed (1 Peter 4:13). The final term that is used is ‘epiphaneia’ which literally means appearing or manifestation. The term suggests a coming into view from a hidden background. In 1 Timothy 6:14 Paul exhorts Timothy to continue until Jesus’ appearing. 

What was the issue that concerned the Thessalonian believers and how did Paul address this question? What happens to those who die before the return of Christ until He finally does come? Are those who have died in a conscious or unconscious state?

· The believers in Thessalonica were concerned about those amongst them who had fallen asleep. They expected Jesus to return in their lifetimes and were worried that their friends and family would miss out. Paul raises this issue with them in his first letter saying that he did not want them to be ignorant about those who fall asleep or to grieve like the rest of men without hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). Paul knows that just as Jesus died and rose again so when Jesus returned He would bring with Him those believers who had fallen asleep. Furthermore Paul is convinced that those who had died would precede the living in rising to be with Christ. Only then will those still living be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. We are left with the question of what happens to those who die until Jesus returns and while we cannot be certain scripture gives us some hints as to what might happen when we die. 

· One possible solution is to argue that as we pass out of this life we also pass out of the whole time order. Therefore when a person dies their next conscious moment is the Lord’s coming and the resurrection. This solution does sound appealing but the problem it presents us with concerns passages such as Luke 9:28-35. In this passage the disciples see Moses and Elijah appear in glorious splendour with Christ at the transfiguration. Would it possible to re-enter a time before the Second Coming after it had happened? We do not have the answer to this question but we should consider other possibilities.

· Some would argue that when we die we enter a state of unconsciousness until the Lord’s return and resurrection. This is however difficult to reconcile with scriptures that seem to suggest a conscious existence during the intervening period. In Luke 16:19-31 Jesus describes two men, one who was a rich man who enjoyed life’s luxuries and the other a poor man who was a beggar. After they both died we read that the rich man is suffering in Hell while Lazarus is standing at Abraham’s side in Heaven. This story seems to suggest very clearly that we will be conscious. In 2 Corinthians 5:6-8 Paul outlines two possibilities, that either he is in the body and away from the Lord or he is away from the body and at home with the Lord. In Philippians 1:20-23 Paul says that if he dies he will depart to be with Christ. The issue of how time is experienced by the dead is not something we can or even need to know here and now. In Revelation 6:9-11 we read that the martyrs beneath the altar of the Lord are also awaiting the Lord’s return and are crying out ‘How long O Lord’. Thus the tension that we experience in living between two ages must exist in some way for those who have already died. 

What is the purpose of the Second Coming? In what sense is Jesus the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep? Who will be judge and who will judged? What kind of bodies will we have in the age to come? How would these great truths have motivated the Corinthians in the Christian lives? 

· We have thought a little about how we can be confident that Jesus will return. We have also thought a little about what the Second Coming will involve. When Jesus does return things are going to change. We are going to think about the consequences of Jesus’ coming under the titles of resurrection, judgement and transformation. 

· Resurrection – In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul is talking about resurrection and he does two things in verses 1-19. Paul firstly presents his evidence that Jesus rose from the dead. Secondly he explains why their faith would be meaningless and futile if the resurrection were not true. Then in verses 20-23 Paul says that Christ is the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. When Jesus returns all who belong to Christ will be resurrected to be with Him. Just as death came through one man (Adam) so also the resurrection of the dead comes through one man (Jesus Christ). Jesus also predicted that all who were in the grave will hear His voice and come out (John 5:24-30). Then the righteous will rise to live and the unrighteous will be condemned. Those who belong to Christ will be separated from those who have rejected Him (Matthew 25:31-32). 
· Judgement – In John 5:24-30 Jesus said that His Father had granted Him authority to judge because He is the Son of Man.  Jesus then assures His listeners that He judges only as He hears and His judgement is just because He seeks to please not Himself but the Father who sent Him. Paul also tells us that Jesus will judge both the living and the dead (2 Timothy 4:1). We will all have to give an account for all that we have done before the God from whom nothing is hidden (Hebrews 4:13). In 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 Paul presents a sobering picture of judgement and punishment for the wicked. When Jesus comes He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of Christ. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of God. 
· Transformation – In 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 Paul explains how we will all be changed in a flash in the twinkling of an eye at the final trumpet. Paul describes the differences between our bodies now and the resurrection bodies we will have saying that our new bodies will be raised imperishable, raised in glory, raised in power and raised a spiritual body. If we are now struggling with sickness or death in this life we can be comforted by the fact that one day our perishable, weak and natural bodies will be transformed so that they will be like Jesus’ glorious body (Philippians 3:20-21). When Jesus rose again He had a physical body but it was not restricted by natural laws. Jesus was not a ghost for He ate with the disciples and they touched Him. Yet Jesus was also able to walk through closed doors. Because of these great truths Paul is able to say that death has been swallowed up in victory and subsequently he is able to exhort the Corinthians to stand firm and to give themselves fully to the work of the Lord. 
What does Paul say our perspective should be until Jesus returns? What encouragement’s or challenges should we take to heart from all that we have discussed? 

· In 2 Corinthians 4:7-5:11 Paul considers the trouble that they were facing at that time. He is able say that their light and momentary troubles were achieving for them an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. Some of us will be feeling discouraged the trials and struggles of this life. If this is use then like Paul we must fix our eyes not on what is seen but upon what is unseen. Paul compares the tent we live in (our bodies) to the eternal house we have in Heaven. We long to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling where Paul says that will never face nakedness, hardship or decay. Until then Paul encourages us with the fact that we have the Holy Spirit as a deposit guaranteeing what is to come. Whether we are at home in the body or we are away with the Lord our desire should be to please God for we will all have to appear before the judgement seat. 
· We have hopefully been stuck by the certainty with which we can believe that Jesus will return. Until that time we should encourage each other with these things. We need to be both challenged by some of these things (stick) and encouraged by others (carrot). The thought that one day we will be like Christ should be a motivation to purify ourselves (1 John 3:1-3). These things should intensify our desire to live holy and godly lives until our Lord Jesus returns in all His glory. The truth that we will all be judged and that the unrighteous will face separation from God should motivate us to evangelism. We should be encouraged by the truth that our work for the Lord is not in vain! James encourages us to stand firm because the Lord’s coming is near (James 5:7-9). As we have said several times, this is an intensely practical teaching that should have an impact on every area of our lives. 
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Revelation 1:7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen.”
Matthew 24:30-31 “At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.”

Daniel 7:13-14 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.”

Acts 1:6-11 “So when they met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. ‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

Philippians 3:20-21 “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.”

Hebrews 9:26-28 “But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgement, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.”

Acts 3:19-21 “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you--even Jesus. He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.”

James 5:7-9 “Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!”

1 John 3:1-3 “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.”

1 Corinthians 1:7-9 “Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Peter 4:12-13 “…do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.”

1 Timothy 6:12-14 “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses … I charge you to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other with these words.”

Philippians 1:20-23 “I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body.”

Rev 6:9-11 “When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. They called out in a loud voice, ‘How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?’ Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed.”

1 Corinthians 15:20-28 “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For he ‘has put everything under his feet.’ Now when it says that ‘everything’ has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.”

1 Corinthians 15:35-58 “But someone may ask, ‘How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?’ How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another. There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendour of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendour of the earthly bodies is another. The sun has one kind of splendour, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendour. So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven. As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ ‘Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.”

John 5:24-30 “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. "Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out--those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgement is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.”

Matthew 25:31-33 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.”

2 Thessalonians 1:6-10a “God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marvelled at among all those who have believed.”

2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”
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