NAVS Discipleship materials
 Witnessing as a Lifestyle
Aim – To show that witnessing is not an activity that we do but about a lifestyle which flows from who we are and which involves entering fully into the lives of those that we are seeking to reach.

What do you think that evangelism is and why is it important? 
John 1:1-18 

How does the prologue to John’s gospel show that communicating God’s truth involves more than words? How did God choose to reveal Himself to those who did not know Him?

the Word became flesh (a real person just like us) and made his dwelling among people (v14) - literally pitched his tent among us (greek) or moved into the neighbourhood (The Message)

we have seen his glory - God manifesting himself visibly - making himself more real

full of grace and truth - revealing what God is like - his character

the One and Only - a unique representation of who God is

Why was this such a powerful means of communication? How does this model differ from your original definition of evangelism?

In what way is Jesus’ incarnation intended to be a model for our evangelism? John 20:21, John 17:18

What did it cost Jesus to enter into our world and take on our humanity? 2 Corinthians 8:9, Philippians 2:6-8

What might it mean in practical terms for us to enter into the lives and world of those that we are seeking to reach?  What cost might be involved?

What did it mean for Jesus to enter into the world of the Samaritan woman? How did he do this? How did he overcome prejudice and misconception? To what extent is this a result of lifestyle as opposed to proclaiming a message?   John 4:1-26

What was the outcome of this encounter? John 4:28-30, John 4:39-42

How did the disciples’ understanding of lifestyle evangelism differ from that of Jesus? 
John 4:27, John 4:31-38
How does Jesus’ evangelism flow out of who he is rather than represent something that he did?

In what circumstances is proclamational evangelism more appropriate? In what circumstances is incarnational evangelism more appropriate?

How has this study changed the way that you understand evangelism? Summarise the main lessons that you have learned. What changes do you need to make in order to see non-Christians in your present circle of acquaintances come to faith in Christ? 

“You are my witnesses...so that you might know … me” Isaiah 43:10. One of God’s primary purposes in involving us in His purposes for reaching the lost is that we might be different. Being involved with non-Christians is part of God’s way of helping us to know Him better. Christian lives quickly lose their vitality when we are not involved with non-believers. If we are not involved with non-believers in a meaningful way we quickly forget how lost they really are and how much people need to be reconciled to God. Involvement with the lost gives us opportunities to see God at work and to have our experience and convictions about Him deepened. This type of involvement will mean much more than the occasional “raid mentality” into enemy territory which is more designed to ease our consciences than a genuine desire to leave our comfort zone and develop genuine sacrificial love for others. It will need to become a lifestyle which flows out of our love and devotion to Christ and a determination to see His purposes worked out through our lives into the lives of others. In most cases this will require both determination and some radical rethinking regarding our commitment to lifestyle evangelism and whether or not we choose to live our lives in the comfort of a safe Christian environment.

Jesus’ incarnation becomes our model. For Jesus, entering into our world meant leaving the glory of heaven and intimacy with His Father in order to become one of us and assume the rôle of a servant living for others. Making Himself poor in order to make us rich, in order to make the Father known to those who did not know Him.

the Word became flesh (a real person just like us) and made his dwelling among people (v14) - literally pitched his tent among us (Greek) or moved into the neighbourhood (The Message)

we have seen his glory - God manifesting himself visibly - making himself more real

full of grace and truth - revealing what God is like - his character and person

the One and Only - a unique representation of who God is.

“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world, but that you protect them from the evil one.... I have sent them into the world.” John 17:15-18.

Spending time with people whose walk with God and whose involvement with the lost you respect is one sure way of developing your vision and convictions about lifestyle evangelism. What is it about their lives you find attractive? What motivates them? Learn from their lives. This is a vision which is caught more than it is taught.

Jesus Himself was a Master in this type of lifestyle evangelism. His encounter with the Samaritan woman in John 4 is classic model of important principles:

· Jesus did not fear contact with the world. “Good Jews” took a 3-day detour around Samaria to avoid defiling themselves. Jesus did not fear the “contamination” of non-believers. He went to where they were. In the same way we need to go to non-believers where they are. The believer adapts to the non-believer - not the other way around.

· Jesus had a divine appointment. He had to go through Samaria...God had a divine appointment for Him with this woman. Likewise, we need to be on the lookout and praying that God would connect us with those people in whose lives He is at work in our natural sphere of influence.

· Jesus went to her. Jesus went to Samaria to meet the woman on her patch. He did not send her a flier to come to the Temple in Jerusalem in order to hear the gospel!

· Jesus helped make her feel comfortable. He sent 12 people away to get lunch for 13 people. Why? How would the Samaritan woman have felt surrounded by 13 Jewish men? Often non-believers feel threatened by over zealous believers - so they avoid them. Non-believers loved to be around Jesus. He was the friend of “sinners” (those who would never come to the synagogue). He made them feel wanted, loved and accepted.

Sowing and reaping. 

In addition to these points John 4: 36-38 contains a further vital principle. There are at least two stages in the process of some one coming to faith - a sowing stage and a reaping stage. Evangelism is not just reaping. Illustration from a farmer: Reaping is more exciting and immediately rewarding but preparing the soil and sowing the seed as well as caring for the crop take up much more of his time! There can be no reaping without sowing. In evangelism we cannot cut corners. We need to learn to sow before we can reap.

1. Sowing

This phase involves everything that needs to be done to help a person get to the stage where they are able to understand the gospel and are motivated to respond to it. This is hard work and like the reaping phase can only be carried out in the power and with the help of the Holy Spirit. It will require much more than a few well memorised answers to common questions. It requires that we be seen to live godly lives in the midst of non-believers. Our ministry then will flow naturally out of who we are. The NT illustrates at least 4 components:

· Christian lifestyle exposed. The Christian message needs to be seen to be understood. Words by themselves are not enough. This is what the incarnation is all about. We must work into our lifestyles a determination to live among the lost for the sake of the lost. As they see us close up they will see evidence of God’s grace in our lives. They should see our faith, hope and love in action. “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” Matt 5:16.

· Christian relationships exposed. If I am the only Christian my non-Christian friends know there will be a vital element missing - my friends will not be able to see the quality of relationships that I have with other believers. “A new commandment I give you. Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  John 13: 34,35

· Christian message (value system ) exposed. Before someone can understand the gospel, they need a framework (world view) that can make sense of the concepts inherent in the gospel. We can help people understand more fully who Jesus is by making them more thirsty. In addition to the quality of our lives we can help explain the inherent rationality in the way that we live. The commands that God gives us and the Christian value system really do work. In learning to share our testimony and bite size examples of what God is currently doing in our lives, we expose people to the reality of God’s truth. “But in your hearts set Christ apart as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15.

· Prayer. We are engaged in a spiritual battle. Spiritual battles need to be fought with spiritual weapons. One of the most potent yet sadly neglected arms at our disposal is that of prayer. Colossians 4:2-4.

2. Reaping
What will it take to help a person in whose life God is at work to come to a personal knowledge of Christ? What do we as the messenger need to do in order to reap?

· Knowing our message. The word of God itself is of central importance. It alone has the power to judge the thoughts and intentions of a person’s heart. Hebrews 4:12

· Courage and boldness. Knowing the word is not enough we still need the courage to share it! Most Christians feel fear when it comes to sharing the gospel. Often our fears are irrational and quickly disappear once we begin. Once we understand the fears of our listeners and learn to deal with our own, we can turn our attention to the dynamics of communication.

· Skill and know how. “Pray that I may proclaim it (the gospel) clearly, as I should. Be wise in the way you act towards outsiders...” Col 4:4-6. Paul’s advice was that we should think about how we act and what we say to unbelievers. Our words should be salty - so tasty that people want to hear more. Being bold should not be confused with being brash, insensitive or offensive. We need to understand the people that we are sent to in order to understand what of the gospel they are unable to understand and what would make it easier for them to do so. Our evangelism needs to be receiver orientated. There is a big difference between a communicator presenting a message and the receiver understanding the message!

The Engle Scale
The Engle scale (see diagram) is a helpful tool to assess where a person is at on the journey to saving faith. Because God is constantly at work in the harvest field, each individual is at a different point in an ongoing process, sometimes moving forward, sometimes moving backwards. The point is that our evangelism should become a process that reflects what God is doing in a particular individual’s life. The starting point will be different from person to person but we will always be seeking to help people move from the known to the unknown. Sowing is just as much a part of the process as reaping according to Jesus. Each step along the way is vitally important. It is always the next step, which is the most important one for the individual concerned. Our rôle in the process is to help the individual make that step whatever it might be. Incarnational evangelism (emphasis on our lifestyle) is more appropriate for those further away from the point of conversion on the Engle scale, while proclamational evangelism (verbalising the message) is more appropriate for those closer to the point of conversion. At some point however we must begin to verbalise the message (preferably in small doses to begin with) in order for effective evangelism to take place. Living the life alone is not enough. We will need great sensitivity to know when to move from the cultivating stage to the sowing stage. Lifestyle evangelism becomes an adventure of seeing God at work in an individual’s life. What a privilege to be able to play a part!
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John 1:1-18 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognise him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God--children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, `He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'" From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No-one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.”

John 20:21  “Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”

John 17:18 “As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.”

2 Corinthians 8:9  “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”

Philippians 2: 6-8 “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death--even death on a cross!”

John 4:1-26 “The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptising more disciples than John, although in fact it was not Jesus who baptised, but his disciples. When the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." "Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?" Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back." "I have no husband," she replied. Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true." "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth." The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he.”

John 4:28-30 “Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" They came out of the town and made their way towards him.”

John 4:27; 31-38 “Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no-one asked, "What do you want?" or "Why are you talking with her?" Meanwhile his disciples urged him, "Rabbi, eat something." But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you know nothing about." Then his disciples said to each other, "Could someone have brought him food?" "My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. Do you not say, `Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying `One sows and another reaps' is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labour.”
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