NAVS Discipleship materials

The Holy Spirit – Expectation, experience and healing
Aim: To help students build on what they have seen in 1 Corinthians 12-14, by looking at some other passages from Acts. To help students look back on all that we have covered in regard to the Holy Spirit and to develop a Biblical view about Baptism of the Spirit and the gift of healing.

Introduction

What have we learnt about the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives over the past few weeks? What should we be expecting the Holy Spirit to be doing in our lives? 
· It would be useful to spend some time thinking about what we have learnt about the work of the Spirit. What has been challenging? What should our response be to all that we have been look at? 

· Having looked at Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians 12-14, we are now going to compare it to the things Luke writes about. We have seen Paul’s treatment of the whole issue of spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12-14, but in this study I want us to take a look at Acts to develop a fuller understanding of the work of the Spirit both in the early church and in our own lives. 

· We do however need to remember that Acts is descriptive not prescriptive and that what is recorded is more likely to be the extraordinary rather than the ordinary. We are going to think a little about what we should be expecting in our churches. How do our churches match up to what we find in scripture?
What do we understand the term baptism of the Spirit to be about? What other viewpoints are you aware of concerning the nature of baptism of the Spirit? Where is the term baptism of the Spirit mentioned? Why is it called baptism of the Spirit? Why do some people say that this is something you experience after you become a Christian? Does the New Testament teach a two-stage reception of the Holy Spirit? On what basis do people say this? 
· I want us also to pick up this idea of a two-stage experience of the Spirit. For some this will be something we’ve heard a lot about, whilst for others it will not. We need to be aware that some of us may have strong opinions on these things, while some of us may not. We may well disagree with each other but I would suggest that much of our disagreement could merely be over terminology. 

· Some people suggest that the idea of baptism of the Holy Spirit is something you experience after becoming a Christian – a two-stage experience of the Spirit. I want us to try to understand what in the New Testament baptism of the Spirit is about and to develop a Biblical view of what kind of experience of the Spirit we should be expecting in our lives today.
Does God heal today? What should we think if He does not? What role should healing play in our churches? 

· The gift of healing has come to play a large part in the life of some churches. I want us to think a little about what we should be expecting, how we should be praying and what role it should have in our churches.

· The following is written as an apologetic on the major passages used to support what some would describe as a two-stage experience of the Spirit. But at the same time I want us to think through these passages and see the Holy Spirit in action in a much broader sense. There is much in Acts about the Holy Spirit, much of which is extraordinary in nature. However we need to come to an understanding of what we should be expecting in our Christian lives. We will need to remember that Luke is not necessarily trying to establish a pattern or a precedent, which we should be expecting to follow. So I want us to answer the following questions: How do some interpret these passages? How else could we interpret them? What do they say about what we should or shouldn’t expect in our Christian lives?

Does Acts 2 give support to two-stage experience of the Spirit? In what sense was the prophecy of John the Baptist fulfilled at Pentecost? Does Acts 2 lend support to the suggestion that such an experience is evidenced by the gift of tongues? Should we expect the kind of things that happened at Pentecost to happen in our lives today?

· Luke describes the tongues on the day of Pentecost as human languages never learned by the speakers. He suggests that the hearers stood in amazement because they could hear their distinctive tongues in their own dialects. The charge of drunkenness (13) could suggest that some people heard only gibberish and not real languages. Its unlikely that any one person could hear every tongue and likewise no one person would have known all the various languages. Some may not have been able to hear their own tongue and subsequently dismissed the whole thing as gibberish. Carson says “the charge of drunkenness may have emerged from the resident Aramaic-speaking Jews who did not recognise any of the languages being spoken and who thus found nothing intelligible in the utterances” (pg. 139). 

· On Acts 2 Carson says “one cannot seriously doubt that this experience of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost is presented by Luke as the fulfilment of the prophecy by John the Baptist” (pg. 139). Jesus used that promise as the basis for His plea that the disciples remain in Jerusalem until the Spirit was given (Acts 1:5) and we need to interpret Acts 2 in that light. 

· Some however would use Acts 2 as the basis for justification of a two-stage experience – they would argue that we too have to wait for the gift of the Spirit. It is interesting, (yet perhaps not surprising) that in the further 24 (approx.) conversions mentioned in Acts, there is no further command to wait for the gift of the Spirit. This would suggest that the disciples having to wait for the Spirit was unusual and is not what we should expect today. We all receive the Spirit and are baptised by the Spirit when we become Christians. We don’t have to wait for some special experience or outpouring of the Spirit!

· Peter understands the tongues phenomena to be the fulfilment of what Joel says regarding prophecy (17-18). Peter groups together prophecy, tongues, revelatory dreams and visions as evidence that the Spirit had been poured out. It is Paul who makes a sharp distinction between tongues and prophecy over the issue of intelligibility and its use in public gatherings. In Acts 2 this distinction is not evident because the tongues were intelligible even without interpretation.

· Carson suggests that “Luke was not particularly interested in identifying tongues, as opposed to prophecy, as the crucial, identifying sign of the baptism in the Holy Spirit” (pg.141). There is no evidence that all the 3000 converts’ (41) who accepted Peter’s message and were baptised actually spoke in tongues. The ‘all of them’ (4), probably refers to the first believers who were gathered together in one place when the Spirit descended (1). The ‘all’ in verse 4 may not even be so comprehensive. We could compare the ‘all the believers’ of verse 44 where the believers sell their possessions and goods, but in Acts 5 Peter assumes that each believer has the right to give as much as they wished. We have already seen that Paul has denied that all speak in tongues (1 Corinthians 12:30). Why, if tongues are the norm for being filled with the Spirit, do we not also see the sound of a mighty, rushing wind and separated tongues of fire resting on each Spirit-filled person? Can we really say that Luke saw in the experience of these verses the criterion for attesting what it means to be filled with the Spirit? Luke is not primarily concerned about establishing an order for conversion, faith and baptism in the Spirit. Pentecost was the beginning of a totally new era of the work of the Spirit and as such was a unique and unrepeatable event. We should not draw conclusions for what we should expect today from Pentecost.

When exactly did the Samaritans become Christians in Acts 8? Why then was the reception of the Holy Spirit withheld from these Samaritans? Why did the Eunuch (8:26-40) not receive similar treatment?

· In this passage the Samaritans are said to believe the gospel that Phillip preaches and they are baptised (12). Yet they don’t receive the Holy Spirit until Peter and John travel to Samaria and lay their hands on them (17). It is likely that this reception of the Spirit was evidenced by the gift of tongues. Although Luke does not say that, we must conclude that Simon must have witnessed some supernatural phenomenon in order for him to offer the apostles money! 

· We need to address the question of whether the Samaritans were Christians when they received Phillips message and were baptised. Some would argue that the Samaritans were not Christians when they believed, and the point Luke was making was that we are only genuinely saved when we have received the Holy Spirit. Yet Luke’s terminology when talking of their conversion is that which he uses elsewhere in Acts. Therefore I do not think we can conclude that they were not Christians until they experienced this reception of the Spirit! I think God withheld the Holy Spirit from these believers in order emphasise a point. What happened was confirmation that this was a real work of God. Roy Clements says “these verses have been widely used in Pentecostal circles in a way that misses the real thrust of the incident. The whole point is that the Holy Spirit was not usually withheld from new believers. By doing so in this case God was signalling that there was something irregular in what had happened” (pg. 110). In this way we see again that Luke is describing something which was not the norm and not something which we should expect in our lives. We are hardly landmark cases in the furtherance of the gospel!

· The four occasions where Luke either explicitly mentions tongues in connection with the Spirit or at least hints at the connection are in Acts 8 (Samaritans), at Pentecost (Jews), the encounter with Cornelius (Gentiles) and Paul’s encounter with the Ephesians in Acts 19 (Disciples of John the Baptist). In each case we should notice that Luke is introducing a new group, until there are no new groups left. Carson says, “in each case the manifestation of the Spirit’s presence in tongues is part of a corporate experience” (pg. 145). This experience of tongues is never recorded to be at the level of an individual convert, though there are many recorded cases where individuals are converted in Acts. 

· Furthermore, Carson suggests that “the gift of the Holy Spirit is withheld to draw the connection between the Samaritans and the Jerusalem church through the apostles” (pg. 145). The ingrained prejudices may have kept the church divided had the reception of the Holy Spirit not been so inextricably linked to the Apostles – the Samaritans would have wanted to stay separate and the Jewish Christians would have wanted to reject them. The Eunuch later in Acts 8 does not experience a similar authentication that the Samaritans did simply because the Eunuch was an individual and posed no threat to corporate division. In any case he probably worshipped as a Jew anyway. 

What is the sequence of events for this group of gentiles in Acts 10-11? What have these chapters to say about what is ‘the norm’ in receiving the Spirit? Why was the Holy Spirit withheld from them in this unusual yet significant way?
· In this circumstance the Spirit falls upon Cornelius, his family and his friends while Peter is preaching. This occurrence is evidenced by tongues and is followed by water baptism (associated with conversion), yet Luke makes nothing of this sequence of happenings. It is no more the norm than Acts 2 or Acts 8 is in the book of Acts, yet it is clearly an important event because Luke spends so much time on it. Carson says “the Jewish believers are astonished that the Holy Spirit is poured out even on the gentiles, apparently thinking that gentiles would have to become Jewish proselytes before they could become eligible for this gift” (pg. 147). They knew that the Spirit had been poured out even on the gentiles because they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God – these gentiles had received the Holy Spirit just as they had done (45-47). 

· Once back in Jerusalem Peter finds himself challenged by the Jerusalem church. They assumed that to be a believer, gentiles had to first become Jews. Peter retells the incident saying that ‘John baptised with water, but you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit. So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could oppose God?’ We must conclude that Peter heard the tongues, and associating the incident with Pentecost, concluded that the same Spirit who was poured out on the Jews had also been poured out on these Gentiles.

· Carson says that ‘tongues in Acts 10-11 serve not to communicate God’s wonderful works, but primarily as evidence for the Jerusalem church (and thus to Jewish believers) that Gentiles may be admitted to the messianic community without first coming under pledged commitment to the law of Moses” (pg. 148).

· I don’t think that Luke was suggesting that we should expect this kind of experience either when we are converted or if we receive the so called experience which some describe as baptism in the Spirit. I am not saying that God couldn’t do this, but merely that we should not expect it. We could say the same about the vision Peter had. I can only think of a few recorded instances where people are given visions in the early church – Peter (Acts 10), Paul (2 Corinthians 12) and John (Revelation). God clearly can speak to us through visions and some people can testify to that kind of experience, but I find no evidence that this is what we should expect as the norm.

How do some interpret Acts 19? How else could we interpret it? Does Acts 19 justify a two-stage experience of the Spirit? What is so special about Apollos and these Ephesian Christians? 

· This is probably the key text which some have used to justify a two-stage experience of the Spirit. The KJV translates verse 2 as ‘Have you received the Holy Spirit since you believed?’ in comparison to most modern translations that more accurately translate verse 2 as ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?’ The debate focuses on the meaning of the term ‘disciples’ in verse 1 and whether there is a delay between water baptism in verse 5 and the reception of the Spirit in verse 6.

· Very little attention is given to the group of people that is being referred to. In 18:24-25 Luke says that Apollos was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the scriptures. Luke says that Apollos knew only of the baptism of John. Apollos and the Ephesians had seemingly become followers of John the Baptist and had received John’s baptism either from him or from one of his converts. Apollos (and probably the Ephesians) had knowledge of Jesus’ ministry, death and resurrection, but they knew nothing of Pentecost and its significance. Perhaps those who taught them left Jerusalem shortly after the Passover. This placed them in exactly the same position as the believers in Acts 1 except that Pentecost had already taken place. 

· Therefore it seems logical to conclude that Paul began to probe them with questions and soon found that they had not received the Holy Spirit. Carson argues that if this is true then “Paul presupposes that reception of the Spirit at conversion is normal and expected, the distinctive abnormality of the Ephesians’ experience could not be repeated today, since it is inconceivable that someone could be found who was a baptised follower of the Baptist, an enthusiastic supporter of the Baptist’s witness to Jesus, apparently also a believer in Jesus’ death and resurrection, but ignorant of Pentecost” (pg. 150). 

· Carson says that the gifts “serve as the attestation to the Ephesian believers themselves of the gift of the Spirit that transfers them from a group of the old era to the one in which they should be living” (pg. 150). 

· Again Luke is not recording this event to suggest that this is what we should expect in our Christian lives. He is not  suggesting that this will happen to all believers after we have become Christians. Clearly this group of people was somewhat unique and a similar situation would not or indeed could not arise today.

What changes did the new era of the Spirit bring? Is there a difference between the gift of tongues in Acts and in 1 Corinthians? What can we conclude about this whole idea of a two-stage experience of receiving the Spirit? Does the gift of tongues evidence this experience? What should our expectation be for experience in our Christian lives?

· The waiting for the gift of the Spirit in Acts 1 was a command uniquely associated with Pentecost – in the subsequent accounts of tongues-speaking, the gift of the Spirit comes through apostles to entire groups who are not waiting for Him. Luke also records many occurrences where individuals are said to be filled or full of the Spirit, without any reference to speaking in tongues. It is hard to see how speaking in tongues could be made an evidence of receiving the Holy Spirit!

· The OT prophets looked forward to a new age, an age that began at Pentecost. John the Baptist predicted that Jesus would usher in that age, that He would baptise with the Holy Spirit. The coming of the Spirit is associated not just with the dawning of the new age, but with its presence for it spans from Pentecost to Jesus’ return. Spiritual gifts are tied both to the Spirit and to the new age as the fulfilment of prophecy rather than simply to the inception of the new age. There are no Biblical grounds for arguing that any one particular manifestation of the Spirit evidences the Spirit’s presence, filling or baptism. 

· There are differences between the gift of tongues in Acts and the gift of tongues in 1 Corinthians. The tongues in Acts occur only in groups, are not said to recur, are public, and may serve various purposes of attestation (as we have seen). There is more of an emphasis in 1 Corinthians on tongues experienced individually, they may be used in private, they must be interpreted if in public, and they serve no purpose of attestation (not ground-breaking like Acts). 

· Some teach a two-stage way of salvation, the first essential to eternal life, the second essential for Christian victory and effective service. Some would go as far as to say that this experience lifts you on to a ‘higher state of spirituality’. This is dangerous teaching because it splits Christians right down the middle, those who’ve had the experience and those who have not. We saw in 1 Corinthians 12:1-3 that Paul went to great lengths to suggest that spirituality is not evidenced by experience or spectacular manifestations of the Spirit but by whether we have the Spirit at all. It is true that some people have experiences, which no doubt serve to encourage them toward more effective service or into some area of ministry. It is also true that others are given some particular experience to deepen their assurance of their faith or to overcome something that is dragging them down. Whist I think it is right to seek after these experiences, I do not think that we should necessarily expect them. There are a lot of disappointed Christians out there who have sought after things but never received them. We need to remember that God in His sovereignty pours out His Holy Spirit in many different and diverse ways upon His people. Only then will we realise and acknowledge that God gives us what is best, whether that is what we would like or not. Many of the experiences we see in Acts and in the lives of those around us are what God in His grace gives to those people for certain purposes, but they are not necessarily the way that God will deal with us. 

· It’s not clear from the scriptures we have examined, that ‘baptism in the Holy Spirit’ is a technical term referring to a post-conversion experience of the Spirit that is to be pursued by every believer. Paul offers no evidence of this while Luke only offers support if his words are misinterpreted. Even if it were true it is even more difficult to see on what basis speaking in tongues is put forward as an evidence of this experience. 

· It is of course important to think of the other extreme for we can often be guilty of dismissing the experiential part of our faith all together. I myself am more likely to do this that to give too much emphasis to them. Thus it’s important to note Carson saying that “many non-charismatics, reacting against the excesses of second blessing theology, have so resolutely set themselves to be open only to the one endowment connected with their conversion that no further pursuit of the Lord or of profound spiritual experience is thought wise or necessary. But there is firm, Biblical evidence of NT believers who seek the Lord in disciplined, self-abased prayer and who consequently come into a distinct, further experience of the Spirit” (pg. 159). 

How would people answer the question ‘Does God heal today’? What is the purpose of the ‘gifts of healings’? How should we pray for healing? What should we think if God doesn’t heal? Is it because of our lack of faith as some suggest? What should the role of the gift of healing be in our churches? 

· Physical illness and disease are results of the curse and they will eventually lead to physical death. Isaiah says ‘surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows…by his wounds we are healed’ (Isaiah 53:4-5). These verses refer both to physical and spiritual healing, for Peter quotes it in reference to salvation  (1 Peter 2:24) and Matthew quotes it in connection to healing the sick (Matthew 8:16-17). We would all agree that when Jesus returns we will be free from physical sickness. But the question we face today is whether God continues to heal in miraculous ways and whether this healing can be ours now. 
What if God does heal?

· Clearly some experience things, which can only be explained as God’s divine healing – the doctors are baffled but many prayers have been answered. Why would God heal somebody? Well, healing can clearly serve different purposes. It can be a sign to authenticate the gospel message, it demonstrates God’s mercy, it can equip people for some particular service and it always brings glory to God. It would be wrong to doubt that healing happens today, just as it is wrong to say that some of the other gifts have ceased. We must remember though that the Spirit is not a tap that we just turn on, to answer our every whim. 
What if God doesn’t heal?

· It is however true that sometimes God does not heal (for example Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 or Trophimus in 2 Timothy 4:20). It would be wrong to tell people that God rarely heals people and that we never should expect Him to do so. God is interested in faith and that sort of attitude does not stimulate faith. Rather we should pray in faith for healing, remembering that God is working out His purposes, and sometimes that will not involve healing (for example Paul or Joni Earekson).

· Some people say that God always heals today if we have enough faith. That is a cruel teaching which is wholly inconsistent with scripture. Why didn’t God remove Paul’s thorn in the flesh? Jesus told the blind man in John 9 that he was not crippled because of anything he had done but in order that the work of God might be shown in His life. Carson, speaking of the danger of thinking that healing is a right of our inheritance now, says “the toll in shattered lives, deeply wounded and defeated Christians, and immense burdens of false guilt is simply incalculable” (pg. 175). The expectation that God will always heal (or answer every prayer for that matter) if we have sufficient faith will only lead to disappointment. Sometimes God will choose not heal or to answer our prayer in the way we would like. We can be sure though that He will always have a purpose for not doing so. We should pray for healing in submission to God’s sovereign grace and will. 

· Even if God does not heal, the truth of Romans 8:28 is still relevant. In all things God works for the good of those who love Him. The ‘all things’ refers to both the good times and the hard times, the times both of sickness and of health. God continues to use us amid suffering and illness. In the case of Trophimus in 2 Timothy 4:20, we can probably safely assume that Paul prayed for him, but that his prayer was not immediately answered. God can use sickness to draw us to Himself, so the Psalmist can say ‘It was good for me that I was afflicted, that I might learn your statutes’ (Psalm 119:71).
What should the role of the gift of healing be in our Churches? 

· The phrase used in 1 Corinthians as we have seen is ‘gifts of healings’. Grudem says “those with gifts of healings will be those who find that their prayers for healing are answered more frequently and more thoroughly than others” (pg. 419). He also suggests that “perhaps the gifts of being able to pray effectively in different kinds of situations and for different kinds of needs are what Paul referred to when he used the expression gifts of healings” (pg. 419). So firstly we must not stereotype this gift, I do not think that there is any one gift or any one person who God will use to heal someone. This brings the question of ‘Is it right to talk of someone having a healing ministry?’ 

· Carson gives an example of something he witnessed at a seminary near Chicago. The speaker interrupted his talk and said “there is someone here by the name of Bill with backache, and you need healing. Stand up for the Lord is going to heal you!” It was repeated several times with no response until finally “a student stood up and confessed he had backache but his name was Mike.” The speaker replied “Close enough” and he proceeded with the healing. Carson says “such nonsense should be dismissed for what it is” (pg. 179). 

· It is all too easy for the focus to switch from Christ to certain gifts and we can easily get them out of perspective. In 1 Corinthians 12-14, Paul makes it very clear that we must control the extremes and focus on Christ. What basis is there for healing taking a prominent role in our churches? Should we expect God to heal on demand? We will need to think this through further for ourselves. 
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Acts 2 “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs--we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?" Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine." Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: " `In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.' "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. David said about him: " `I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.' "Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, " `The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet." "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”

Acts 8:1-25 “On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison. Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed. So there was great joy in that city. Now for some time a man named Simon had practised sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, "This man is the divine power known as the Great Power." They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his magic. But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, both men and women. Simon himself believed and was baptised. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw. When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptised into the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money and said, "Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." Peter answered: "May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin." Then Simon answered, "Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to me." When they had testified and proclaimed the word of the Lord, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages.”

Acts 8:26-40 “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road--the desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it." Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the sheerer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth." The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?" Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptised?" And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptised him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and travelled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.”

Acts 10 “At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, "Cornelius!" Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, Lord?" he asked. The angel answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God. Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea." When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout soldier who was one of his attendants. He told them everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa. About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." "Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean." The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean." This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven. While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius found out where Simon's house was and stopped at the gate. They called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter was staying there. While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Simon, three men are looking for you. So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent them." Peter went down and said to the men, "I'm the one you're looking for. Why have you come?" The men replied, "We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and God-fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to have you come to his house so that he could hear what you have to say." Then Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests. The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa went along. The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. But Peter made him get up. "Stand up," he said, "I am only a man myself." Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. He said to them: "You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean. So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?" Cornelius answered: "Four days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me and said, `Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.' So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us." Then Peter began to speak: "I now realise how true it is that God does not show favouritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached-- how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. "We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen--by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone keep these people from being baptised with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." So he ordered that they be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.”

Acts 11:1-18 “The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticised him and said, "You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them." Peter began and explained everything to them precisely as it had happened: "I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles, and birds of the air. Then I heard a voice telling me, `Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.' "I replied, `Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' "The voice spoke from heaven a second time, `Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.' This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. "Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man's house. He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, `Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.' "As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. Then I remembered what the Lord had said: `John baptised with water, but you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.' So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could oppose God?" When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, "So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life.” 

Acts 18:24-19:7 “Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervour and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" "John's baptism," they replied. Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus." On hearing this, they were baptised into the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. There were about twelve men in all. 

Acts 1:1-8 “In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit." So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

John 1:32-34 “Then John gave this testimony: ‘I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptise with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptise with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.”

Luke 3:16-17 “John answered them all, ‘I baptise you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Mark 1:7-8 “And this was his message: ‘After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.”

Matthew 3:11-12 “I baptise you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Healing

Isaiah 53:4-5 “Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.”

1 Peter 2:24 “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”
Matthew 8:14-17 “When Jesus came into Peter's house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him. When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: "He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.”
2 Chronicles 16:12-13 “In the thirty-ninth year of his reign Asa was afflicted with a disease in his feet. Though his disease was severe, even in his illness he did not seek help from the LORD, but only from the physicians. Then in the forty-first year of his reign Asa died and rested with his fathers.”

Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.”
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
2 Timothy 4:20 “Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus. Erastus stayed in Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick in Miletus.”

Psalm 119:71 “It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees.”
James 5:13-16 “Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”
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