NAVS Discipleship materials

The Holy Spirit – The person, promise & filling of the Spirit

Aim: To help us to construct a framework about the work and promise of the Holy Spirit within the OT, upon which to develop a NT understanding of the Holy Spirit. To help students to understand more fully who exactly the Holy Spirit is. To help students understand what it means to be filled with the Spirit. 

Introduction – The Holy Spirit in action in the Old Testament

· What does the word Spirit bring to mind? The Hebrew word for Spirit rûah, means ‘wind’ or ‘breath’. It is a picture word, meaning invisible power and life giving power. Both meanings of rûah are used in Ezekiel 37:1-10, there the Spirit is an invisible power and a life giving power. In the NT the Greek word pneuma is used and also means wind or breath. Pneuma is the word from which we get our English word pneumatic. Tyres are pneumatic because we blow them up. This same picture of life giving power is seen in John 3:5-8 in the context of being born again.

· Has the Spirit always been at work? The Spirit has been active from the very beginning. Genesis 1:2, 2:7, Psalm 33:6, Job 26:13, 33:4 tell us that the Holy Spirit was at work in creation, He is the life giving Spirit for all things (Psalm 104:27-30). The word rûah is also used of our life giving spirit – Michael Green says that we must remember that it is always ‘On loan’.

· Power or person – From an OT perspective you could get the impression that the Holy Spirit was a something rather than a someone, a power rather than a person. The Holy Spirit is described more in terms of power than person. In the NT we clearly see the Spirit much more in terms of person, but He is still the same Holy Spirit, He has not changed. There appears to be different phases in the Spirit’s work and in His self-revelation in scripture. The Holy Spirit is still the Holy Spirit, but it seems in the OT, that He revealed Himself in terms of power. 

· Gifting in the OT – This impersonal aspect of power is particularly evident in the experience of people being gifted for specific tasks. God gave special abilities to particular people in order that they might be able to fulfil some divinely task or another. When God called or commissioned someone to a task, He equipped him or her for that task (for example: Numbers 11:16-17,24, Judges 6:34, 15:14, 1 Samuel 10:9-12, 16:13, Micah 3:8). When this happened these people did things which previously they would have been incapable of doing. This equipping includes on occasion, prophesying, predicting the future, great strength, military prowess and even manual skill and creative ability (Exodus 31:1-11). A wide variety of metaphors are used in the Bible of what happened when God gifted an individual – for example God putting His Spirit on someone, the Spirit of God resting on someone, being stirred by the spirit, someone in whom is the Spirit of God, the Spirit came upon or entered into people, being filled with the Spirit, pouring out His Spirit. Sometimes the results were ecstatic, and people did things outside of themselves. For example when Saul prophesied it was so out of character, that it became proverbial ‘Is Saul among the Prophets.’ But it certainly wasn’t always that way. 

· Three limitations of OT gifting – (1) This gifting was selective, it was only for the few, those God had raised up for a particular task (Numbers 11:26-29). (2) This gifting could be temporary, it was not necessarily permanent (Saul in 1 Samuel 16:14). In Psalm 51:11 David prays ‘Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.’ (3) This gifting of the Spirit did not necessarily make someone holy, the Holy Spirit gifts some very dubious characters (Samson, Jephthah, Saul). So gifting does not necessarily mean holiness. These limitations are hard for us to understand coming from a New Testament perspective. Before we can understand the work the Holy Spirit in the NT, we need to understand His person and work in the OT. We can often be guilty of reading back what we know from the NT into the OT – we must understand the OT before we can truly understand the NT.

I want us to think about 5 questions in this session, questions about the personhood of the Holy Spirit, the promise of the Spirit in the Old Testament, the filling of the Spirit and the baptism of the Spirit. 

(1) Who is the Holy Spirit? Is He power or person? What are the implications of understanding who He is?

(2) How is the self-revelation of the Holy Spirit in the OT different to that of the NT? When and how were the OT promises of the Holy Spirit fulfilled?

(3) What does it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit?

(4) What does it mean to be baptised in the Spirit? (Introduction to get us thinking before session 5)

(5) What dangers can we fall into in under or over emphasising the Holy Spirit?

Who is the Holy Spirit? How is (or how isn’t) the Holy Spirit described in Scripture? What implications are there of understanding that the Holy Spirit is a person not a power?

· We know that God the Holy Spirit is both a person and a member of the trinity. There are instances (John 14:26, 15:26, 16:8) where the masculine pronoun ‘He’ is used in conjunction with the Greek word pneuma (which is neuter). There are also many passages where He is described in relationship to God the Father and to God the Son. Often the Holy Spirit and His power are mentioned together and they would not make sense unless the Holy Spirit is a distinct person (Luke 4:14, Acts 10:38). The Holy Spirit is fully God.  He is described on a level with Father and Son. The status given to Him makes no sense unless He is fully God (Acts 5:3-4).

· The Holy Spirit is clearly indicated in the Bible as a person, He can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30), He can be sinned against (Matthew 12:31-32), He can be lied to (Acts 5:3-4), He can be insulted (Hebrews 10:29) and He guides us into all truth (John 16:13). How can we lie, insult or grieve the Holy Spirit? In Matthew 12:31-32, however we understand this difficult passage, it is clear that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit was about attributing the work of the Spirit to the devil.

· Before Jesus left His disciples, He describes the Holy Spirit as a distinct person in His own right, with a most distinct role to play in our lives. Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as the counsellor in John 14. The Greek word for counsellor (parakletos) literally means ‘one called alongside to help’ and was sometimes used as a legal term indicating the counsel for the defence – a counsellor is certainly a person not a thing. 

· Some people in the church today seem to treat the Holy Spirit as an impersonal tap of power. The idea of power suggests some kind of divine electricity, something impersonal which perhaps we can tap and make use of (Acts 8:9-24). Simon thought of the Holy Spirit in such a way and as a result he was firmly rebuked. God has not promised us impersonal parcels of power but a powerful person, the Holy Spirit. Scripture doesn’t tell us that the Holy Spirit is at our disposal and that we can use Him for our purposes but rather says we are at His disposal and that it’s He that uses us! It is interesting that in the NT, spiritual gifts always draw attention to the giver rather than the receiver, we can learn a valuable lesson from that.

What promises are there in the OT about the Holy Spirit’s work under the new covenant? In what sense was Jesus’ ministry an echo of what we saw in the OT? How does His ministry evidence His humanity in this way?

· The OT is promise which looks forward to fulfilment, it looks forward to a new covenant. In the OT the Jews had God’s law but it was impossible for them to keep it. The old covenant was external, but the new covenant is internal (Jeramiah 31:31-34). There was a promise of a new basis for a godly life, God was going to write His law on their hearts. In Ezekiel 11:19-20, 36:26-27, that new covenant is linked with a new work of the Holy Spirit. There was to be a new experience of the Holy Spirit, God writing His law on people’s hearts. God was giving us the grace to live the kind of life that OT people failed to and were unable to do, in other words the regenerating and sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. But in the OT this is future! 

· There is also a promise of an extension to this work of gifting that we have seen, Joel 2:28-29 (quoted at Pentecost). The emphasis in this passage is on the all. Up to then God had poured out His spirit on the few but the promise was that He would pour out His Spirit on all people. But in the OT this is still future! 

· There is also the promise of a Spirit filled ruler, the coming messiah. The messiah in Isaiah 11:1-3 and 42:1 was described in terms of gifting by the Holy Spirit, He messiah was to be endowed by the Spirit. When Jesus was reading Isaiah 61:1 in the temple about the Spirit filled messiah, He said ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing’ (Luke 4:16-21). 

· In the gospels the only significant recorded childhood event in Jesus’ was the episode in the temple. All four gospels record something of Jesus’ baptism (Mark 1:9-13). We’re told that Heaven was torn open and the Spirit descended upon Jesus like a dove – this was an echo of what was going on in the OT. Jesus’ baptism was a very significant event and it’s no coincidence that His ministry began afterwards. In Luke 4:14 we’re told that Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit and news about Him spread over the whole countryside. Why was it only then that news spread about Him? It was because until then His ministry had not begun and it did not until the Holy Spirit came upon Him (hence no childhood miracles). Jesus’ explanation for His own ministry was that it was ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit, ministry that was dependent on the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:16-21, Matthew 12:25-28). Furthermore there are also many passages which stress Jesus’ absolute dependence upon the Father (John 5:19,26, 8:28), which amounts to the same thing.

· So from one point of view, (not the whole picture we get in scripture) we can understand Jesus’ ministry in terms of OT gifting. Jesus was the Spirit filled Messiah fulfilling the predictions and the promises. It is true to say that there is much more in scripture about Jesus’ deity, but this is a powerful witness to His humanity, the fact that He so limited Himself, the fact that he needed the endowment of the Spirit to exercise the ministry that He did.

When was the fulfilment of these OT promises? Do we still have to wait for further fulfilment of these promises? In saying this how do we understand John 20:21-22?

· It wasn’t until Pentecost that these promises were fulfilled, the dawning of the new era of the Spirit. Packer says “the significance of Pentecost morning was twofold: it marked the opening of the final era of world history before Christ’s return, and as compared with the OT era, it marked a tremendous enhancing of the Spirit’s ministry and the experience of being alive to God” (Concise Theology, pg. 144). Jeremiah and Ezekiel understood that the new covenant would bring some dramatic changes. Knowledge of God is no longer mediated through specially endowed leaders but through the Spirit. As we’ve already seen, in Numbers 11:27-29, Moses anticipates this messianic age and the universal distribution of the Spirit. In reference to Joel’s prophecy Carson says “what was anticipated was an entirely new relationship between God and His people, a new covenant; and experientially this turns on the gift of the Spirit” (pg. 153). We are not waiting for some future fulfilment of those promises as if its fulfilment had only been partial. The whole messianic era, which stretches between the two comings of Christ, is the age of the Spirit in which His ministry is one of abundance. The picture is of a tropical rainstorm illustrating, (1) the generosity of God’s gift of the Spirit (neither a drizzle nor a shower, but a downpour), (2) its finality (that which is poured out cannot be gathered again) and its (3) universality (widely distributed amongst people).
· John 20:21-22 is a problem passage – it talks of how Jesus breathed on the disciples and said to them ‘receive the Holy Spirit’. Perhaps, (as some have suggested) the Holy Spirit was given before Pentecost. However when we look at John 7:37-39 we see that the Spirit could not come until Jesus had been glorified. So when was Jesus glorified? Surely Jesus was not glorified until he returned to His Father until after death, resurrection and ascension! The promise of another counsellor would not come to fulfilment until Jesus had left them (John 16:7). How then should we understand this passage in John 20? John Balchin (Senior Pastor at Above Bar Church) suggests that the act of breathing upon them was a prophetic action anticipating what would happen 50 days later at Pentecost. Alternatively it could merely be that the Holy Spirit was coming upon them in much the same way as He had been coming upon people throughout the Old Testament. 

What does it mean to be filled with the Spirit? Why does Paul tell us to keep on being filled with the Spirit? What are the consequences of being filled with the Spirit? Is being filled with the Spirit about gifts or fruit?

· In the OT, people were filled with the Spirit for particular tasks. For example Bezalel was filled with the Spirit for creative tasks (Exodus 31:3) and Joshua was filled with the Spirit to succeed Moses in leadership (Deuteronomy 34:9). In the NT all the references to being filled with the Spirit come in Luke’s gospel and in Acts except for one (Ephesians 5:18). 

· The word filled is used on a number of occasions in the NT, it is a picture word used to describe an aspect of the Spirit’s ministry. Our English word filled actually translates two Greek words, which are pimplemi and pleres. A useful analogy to distinguish the difference between them is that pimplemi is about specific occasions, for example a person who was happy, while pleres is about a settled disposition, something that goes on, for example a happy person. 

· Pleres is used to mean a settled disposition in which the Spirit is the dominating influence, what we could call a continual filling of the Spirit. In Acts, those who are full of the Spirit are described as being full of wisdom (6:3), full of faith (6:5), full of God’s grace (6:8) and full of joy (13:52). Milne says that “since the Spirit who ‘fills’ the believer is the same Holy Spirit whose work is sanctification, the marks of His ‘filling’ will be our likeness to Christ” (pg. 247). Being full of the Spirit is a consistent quality of Christian character (Acts 11:24, 7:55). 

· Outside of Luke’s writings the only other occurrence of pleres comes in Ephesians 5:18, where Paul commands (strong language) the Ephesians (5:18) to be filled with the Spirit. The tense of the verb indicates that the action should be continual, not just once-and-for-all – we are to go on being filled. Milne says that “the verb used in Ephesians 5:18 is in the continuous sense: ‘go on being filled with the Spirit’, not ‘have a critical experience of the Spirit’ ” (pg.247). Someone who is filled with joy is characterised by joy and happiness – joy is their most dominant characteristic. In the same way, it follows that someone who is filled with the Spirit is characterised by having the Spirit as the dominant influence in their lives. Milne says “Fill is plainly a metaphor and it fundamentally misleads if pressed literally, as though the human objects of the Spirit’s ministry were reduced to impersonal receptacles, and the blessed Spirit himself to spiritual substance … To be filled with the Spirit implies that the Spirit is the dominant influence in our behaviour” (pg. 198). We need to be regularly filled and refilled with the Spirit. Paul goes on in Ephesians 5:19-21 to describe some of the results of being filled with the Spirit: words of praise, giving thanks and submission. 

· Pimplemi is used for filling on specific occasions – Luke uses it of a sudden overwhelming experience, something that was out of their control. It is used in the passive, they were filled with the Spirit, with anger or with wonder. It was an occasion when someone was overtaken by an experience and involuntarily did something. The results of this filling were that they spoke in different languages (Acts 2:1-11), the believers spoke the word of God boldly (Acts 4:31), Peter speaks before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:8-12), Saul confronts Elymas the sorcerer (13:9-12) and finally Saul is converted (9:17-18). Some argue that the term filling with the Spirit refers to a second experience of the Spirit, but even here the word does not speak of a once for all experience, for it can be repeated. To be filled with the Spirit is not a technical term and should not be used as such.

· Do we speak boldly because we are filled or are we filled so that we can speak boldly? Clearly in once sense we are filled and certain characteristics and qualities are results of us being filled and continuing to be filled. On the other hand there is a sense in which we can be filled with the Spirit for specific occasions, and enabled to do certain things.

· Some people may see some of the more spectacular gifts of the Spirit such as tongues and prophecy as the evidence of being filled with the Spirit, but is that right? Stott in answering the question ‘what are the marks of a person filled with the Spirit of God today?’ says “there can be no doubt that the chief evidence is moral not miraculous, and lies in the Spirit's fruit not the Spirit's gifts” Baptism and fullness, pg.54). As we have seen in previous weeks, it is the fruit of the Spirit in our lives which evidences authentic spiritual experience, experience is not self-authenticating. 

What is meant by the baptism of the Spirit? Is there a second subsequent post-conversion experience of the Spirit?

· What do people say that baptism of / with / in the Holy Spirit is? Some teach that whilst we receive the Spirit at conversion, we can then receive a second experience called ‘baptism of/in/with the Spirit’, filling of the Spirit or receiving the Spirit – a two stage experience of the Spirit. Schools of thought differ over whether this is a definitive second experience or one of many subsequent experiences. Traditionally many have regarded the gift of tongues as the criterion for this experience. 

· Where is the term ‘baptism with the Spirit’ used? The expression to be ‘baptised of the Spirit’ occurs only seven times in the NT. Six of them are quotations of John the Baptist’s words ‘I baptise you with water, but He will baptise with the Spirit’, (Matthew 3:11-12, Mark 1:4-8, Luke 3:15-18 and John 1:32-34). His words are also quoted by Jesus and by Peter in Acts 1:4-5 and Acts 11:15-18. The Seventh (1 Corinthians 12:13) emphasises that all of us have been ‘baptised’ by one Spirit into one body and been made to drink of the Spirit, two pictures of having received Him, pictures of regeneration and unity.

· Why is it that the apostles never exhort their readers to be baptised with the Holy Spirit? The reason that this is the case is simply because they were writing to those already baptised with the Spirit. “Never, not once do they [the Apostles] exhort and instruct us to be baptised with the Spirit. There can only be one explanation of this, namely that they are already writing to Christians, and Christians who have already been baptised with the Holy Spirit” (J. Stott, Baptism and fullness, pg.45). 
· What does the NT teach? The NT certainly teaches an initial blessing of receiving the Holy Spirit, for if we have not received the Spirit then we are not saved (Romans 8:9). A process of growth then follows, during which time we may be granted many deeper and richer experiences of God and many fresh anointings of the Spirit for special tasks. Of course there may be many further and richer experiences of the Spirit, and many fresh anointing of the Spirit for special tasks, but the personal indwelling of the Spirit is every believer’s privilege from the beginning” (Message of Romans, pg.224). However is that what John the Baptist was talking about when he spoke of ‘baptism with the Spirit?’ John Stott says “The gift of the Spirit is an initial and universal blessing, received when we first repent and believe in Jesus. Indeed Jesus is clearly saying in Acts 1:4-5 that the fulfilment of these words of John the Baptist was to come at Pentecost. 

· Some of the key texts on this subject which we will be looking at in more depth in our fifth study are Acts 1,2,8 and 19.

What are the dangers of making too much or too little of the Spirit? What other things can we make too much of and therefore under emphasise the Holy Spirit? How can we make sure that we have the Spirit in the right perspective so that we are falling into neither of the two ‘extremes’? What are the dangers of expectation exceeding realisation?

· Some people make too much of the Spirit and too little of the Bible or too little about Jesus. The Spirit is the most modest of all the persons of the trinity. Jesus said that the Spirit would bring glory to Him (John 16:14). The Spirit has no interest in talking about Himself but only about Christ. We must keep the Spirit in perspective, neither making too much of Him at the expense of scripture and ultimately Jesus, nor making too little of Him and emphasising too much on forms of worship or theology. It is the Spirit that brings life to a church, without Him a church is surely dead. 

· There is also a danger that our expectation is at variance to reality. Some Christians get very disappointed in the Christian life because their expectation is not realised. Our expectation of what the Holy Spirit will do in our lives needs to be in line with the promises we have in scripture. For example there are many ways in which God could speak to us but few in which scripture actually promises that God will speak to us. We should not then expect God to speak to us from a burning bush, a cloud or an angel, they are the exception not the rule. 

“The Spirit filled church is the church where Jesus is glorified.”
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The Holy Spirit – The person, promise & filling of the Spirit

The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

Ezekiel 37:1-10 “The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" I said, "O Sovereign LORD, you alone know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, `Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.' " So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, `This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.' " So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet--a vast army.”
John 3:5-8 “Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit’.”
Genesis 1:2 “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”

Genesis 2:7 “…the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.”

Psalm 33:6 “By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.”

Job 26:13 “By his breath the skies became fair; his hand pierced the gliding serpant.”

Job 33:4 “The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life.”

Psalm 104:27-30 “These all look to you to give them their food at the proper time. When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things. When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust. When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.”

Numbers 11:16-17, 24 “The LORD said to Moses: "Bring me seventy of Israel's elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among the people. Have them come to the Tent of Meeting, that they may stand there with you. I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit that is on you and put the Spirit on them. They will help you carry the burden of the people so that you will not have to carry it alone…So Moses went out and told the people what the LORD had said. He brought together seventy of their elders and had them stand around the Tent.”

Judges 6:34 “Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him.”
1 Samuel 10:9-12 “As Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed Saul's heart, and all these signs were fulfilled that day. When they arrived at Gibeah, a procession of prophets met him; the Spirit of God came upon him in power, and he joined in their prophesying. When all those who had formerly known him saw him prophesying with the prophets, they asked each other, "What is this that has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?" A man who lived there answered, "And who is their father?" So it became a saying: "Is Saul also among the prophets?”
1 Samuel 16:13 “So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.”

Micah 3:8 “But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin.”

Numbers 11:26-29 “However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp. They were listed among the elders, but did not go out to the Tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and they prophesied in the camp. A young man ran and told Moses, ‘Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.’ Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ aide since youth, spoke up and said, ‘Moses, my lord, stop them!’ But Moses replied, ‘Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!”
1 Samuel 16:14 “Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil Spirit from the LORD tormented him.”

Psalm 51:11-12 “Do not cast me form your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing Spirit to sustain me.”
The Personhood of the Holy Spirit

John 14:15-18, 25-26 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever-- the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you…All this I have spoken while still with you. The Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”

Luke 4:14 “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside.”

Acts 10:37-38 “You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached – how God appointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.”

Acts 5:3-4 “Then Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God.”

Ephesians 4:30 “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

Matthew 12:31-32 “And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy of the Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.”

Hebrews 10:29 “How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?”

John 16:13 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.”

Acts 8:9-24 “Now for some time a man named Simon had practised sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, ‘This man is the divine power known as the Great Power.’ They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his magic. But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, both men and women. Simon himself believed and was baptised. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw. When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptised into the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money and said, ‘Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.’ Peter answered: ‘May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.’ Then Simon answered, ‘Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to me’.”

The Promise of the Holy Spirit and its Fulfilment

Jeremiah 31:29-34 “In those days people will no longer say, `The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge.' Instead, everyone will die for his own sin; whoever eats sour grapes--his own teeth will be set on edge. "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them," declares the LORD. "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbour, or a man his brother, saying, `Know the LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest," declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

Ezekiel 11:19-20 “I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. Then they will follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I will be their God.”

Ezekiel 36:25-27 “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.”

Joel 2:28-32 “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls.”

Isaiah 11:1-3 “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him – the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD – and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.”
Isaiah 42:1 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations.”

Isaiah 61:1-2 “The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD's favour and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn.”
Luke 4:14-21 “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of the LORD is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing’.”

Mark 1:9-13 “At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised by John in the Jordan. As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, and he was in the desert for forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.”

Matthew 12:25-28 “Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, ‘Every Kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his Kingdom stand? And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of God has come upon you.”

Numbers 11:27-29 “A young man ran and told Moses, ‘Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.’ Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ aide since youth, spoke up and said, ‘Moses, my lord, stop them!’ But Moses replied, ‘Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!”

John 7:37-39 “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him. By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”

John 16:7 “But I tell you the truth: it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Councellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.”

John 20:21-22 “Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.’ And with that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’ ”

Filling with the Spirit

Exodus 31:3 “I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts.”

Deuteronomy 34:9 “Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had commanded Moses.”

Instances where the Greek word ‘pleres’ is used for ’filled’

Ephesians 5:18-21 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”

Acts 13:52 “And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 11:24 “He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.”

Acts 6:3-8 “Choose 7 men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.’ This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. Now Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, did great wonders and miraculous signs among the people.”

Acts 7:54-56 “When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. "Look," he said, "I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

Instances where the Greek word ‘pimplemi’ is used for ’filled’
Acts 2:1-4 “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”

Acts 4:29-31 “ ‘Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’ After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” 

Acts 4:8-12 “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: ‘Rulers and elders of the people! If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. He is ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.’ Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” 

Acts 13:9-12 “Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, ‘You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the sun.’ Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord.”
Acts 9:17-18 “Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord--Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here--has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptised, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.”
Baptism with / by / of the Spirit

Matthew 3:11-12 “I baptise you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”

Mark 1:4-8 “And so John came, baptising in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptised by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel’s fair, with a leather belt round his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his message: ‘After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whom I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.”

Luke 3:15-16 “The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ, John answered them all, ‘I will baptise you with water, But one more powerful than I will come, the things of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”

John 1:32-34 “Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from Heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptise with water told me, ‘the man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptise with the Holy Spirit. I have seen and I testify that this is the son of God.”

Acts 1:4-5 “On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 11:15-18 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. Then I remembered what the Lord has said: ‘John baptised with water but you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ So if God gave them the same gifts as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think I could oppose God?’ When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, ‘So then, God has granted even the gentiles repentance unto life.”

1 Corinthians 12:13 “For we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.”

Romans 8:9 “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.”
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