NAVS Discipleship materials

The Holy Spirit – The ministry and work of the Spirit
Aim – To help students to think about the ministry of the Holy Spirit both in our lives and in the world we live in. To think about how we can actively co-operate with him.

Introduction – In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit came upon particular people for specific periods to accomplish certain tasks, but now because of what Jesus did at the cross the Holy Spirit lives inside us, not just for a short period of time but permanently. It is not that the Spirit no longer performs the various roles that He played in the Old Testament but rather that He now plays a much broader role through His indwelling. 

There are many diverse and complex issues regarding the Holy Spirit, many which are very controversial, but which are of uppermost importance to us. The ministry of the Holy Spirit is indispensable, it has a crucial role to play in every aspect of our lives. We probably have some very strong convictions on many of these issues. However what we need to do in these next few weeks is whilst keeping those ideas in mind, come afresh to scripture and examine what it has to say about the Holy Spirit. 

Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:19 says ‘do not put out the Spirit’s fire.’ We can quench the Holy Spirit by resisting or undervaluing His work and by declining to yield to his influence. The picture Paul uses is of putting out a fire by pouring water on it. If we are not to put out the Spirit’s fire then we must know what the extent to His ministry and work is in us and in the world. We must also be aware of what the Holy Spirit is doing in each of our lives and we need to actively co-operate with Him in those things. We are going to look at the ministry of the Holy Spirit and how we interact with Him before moving on to examine the whole issue of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

What is the essence of the Holy Spirit’s work today? What is the essential, focal element in His many sided ministry? How does the Holy Spirit bring glory to the Lord Jesus? (John 14:15-21, 16:14)

· The essential role of the Holy Spirit is to mediate the presence of Christ’s to believers. That presence is not a matter of space but of relationship. The Holy Spirit compensates for the physical absence of Jesus, He was to be to the disciples everything that Jesus was to them and more. Jesus speaks of another counsellor, a counsellor (helper, comforter, advocate) who would replace him when He was gone (John 14:16). Jesus teaches that just as He has been the disciples’ counsellor for 3 years, after His departure He will send another to fulfil within them the same role. The Holy Spirit is like Jesus. When Jesus said ‘I will come to you’, He was alluding to His ongoing ministry with them through the Holy Spirit. By the permanent presence of the Spirit, all believers can enjoy intimate contact with Jesus. There is a very real sense in which Jesus has not gone away at all but remains as our indwelling companion. Jesus’ death was the beginning of a whole new way for God to relate to men and women. It was better for the disciples if Jesus went, so that the Holy Spirit could come. The Spirit internalises and universalises the presence of Jesus. Jesus told the disciples that the Spirit would live with them and live in them (John 14:26). If we are going to have a right perspective on the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit then it is vital that we grasp this very truth. Packer says “the essence of the Holy Spirit’s ministry, at this or any time in the Christian era, is to mediate the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ”(pg. 505). Jesus Christ is the focus of the Spirit’s ministry.
· Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would glorify Him, before men (John 16:14), but how does this work in practice? In all the work that the Holy Spirit is involved in the lives of both believers and unbelievers brings glory to Jesus. The Lord Jesus himself said that the Spirit makes known to us what belongs to our Lord – the Spirit makes known to us the truth about Jesus and the relationship we have with Him. Packer says that the Holy Spirit has what we could describe as a floodlight ministry in relation to Jesus Christ. Floodlights are designed not to draw attention to themselves but to draw attention to that which they illuminate. The Holy Spirit is not concerned to bring glory to Himself, but rather to the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit leads us constantly to Jesus and in doing so glorifies Him. When we looked at Revelation we saw that it is through Jesus that God has supremely revealed Himself to us. The Holy Spirit’s ministry is inextricably linked to giving Jesus, the supreme Revelation of God the glory and prominence He deserves.

We will focus on six major ministries of the Holy Spirit, all of which bring glory to the Lord Jesus.

1. The Spirit’s ministry of teaching and revealing to us as Christians the definitive Revelation of Christ.

2. The Spirit’s ministries of illuminating the minds and convicting the hearts of unbelievers so that they can receive and respond to this Revelation. 

3. The Spirit’s ministry of regeneration, giving people a new birth and a new relationship with the Saviour.

4. The Spirit’s ministry of assuring us that we are Christ’s forever by giving us a foretaste of heaven’s joy.

5. The Spirit’s ministry of transforming us into the likeness of the Lord Jesus.

6. The Spirit’s ministries of fitting us for service and empowering us for service us by giving us with spiritual gifts.

(i) What is the role of the Spirit in helping Christians to understand truth? In what sense should we expect truth to be revealed to us now? Why is there so close a connection between the Spirit and the word? (John 14:25-26, 16:12-15). 

· The Spirit is the agent of all communication from God – it is He who gives understanding. We cannot understand truth without the help of the Spirit. He authenticates scripture, He illuminates our minds to scripture and He interprets scripture for us. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to the disciples to explain and reveal the entire revelation that Jesus had for them (John 14:26), that which was too much for them to bear at that time (John 16:12). There is however a distinction here between the application of these words to believers generally and to the disciples. The Spirit cannot remind us in the same way that He did the disciples because we never heard Jesus say these things in person (John 14:26). Jesus said that the Spirit would guide them into all truth (John 16:13) – it is not right to say that more and more of His Revelation has been revealed over time – Jesus promised complete Revelation to the Apostles. We should not expect new Revelations today, Jesus never promised that we would. For instance someone may claim that God has told them that Jesus is coming back in 2005, but clearly Jesus said that He will come back unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. There are no gaps in the Revelation which God has revealed to us through Jesus, it is that sense that we should not expect new revelations. Carson says “the Spirit’s ministry in this respect was not to bring qualitatively new revelation, but to complete, to fill out, the Revelation brought by Jesus himself” (pg. 505).

· The Holy Spirit’s task today is to illuminate our minds as we read and study scripture. Paul says that without the Holy Spirit we cannot hope to understand the NT Revelation (1 Corinthians 2:12-14). This illumination however is very different to inspiration – the gift of receiving new truth. The Apostles understood Jesus’ ministry much more fully after He had gone than when He was still here, simply because after He had gone they had the Holy Spirit to impart to them new truth about Him. We are more blessed with reading the inspired record of Jesus’ teaching than we could ever have been even if we had heard it for ourselves because we have the Holy Spirit to interpret it for us. Stott describes a further blessing of the Holy Spirit’s teaching ministry saying that “on earth Jesus was with them and could teach them but He could not enter their personality and change them from within” (Your confirmation, pg. 78).

· There is close link between the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. Packer says “those who would live under the authority of the Spirit must bow before the Word as the Spirit’s textbook, while those who would live under the authority of scripture must seek the Spirit as its interpreter” (pg. 240). In the same vein Stott says, “the Word of God is the Spirit’s sword. The Spirit without the word is weaponless; the word without the Spirit is powerless” (Message of Thessalonians, pg. 34). 
· The Holy Spirit doesn’t just convict non-Christians of their sin (as we will look at in a moment), but Christians as well! We all know the experience (hearing / reading / meditating) of being convicted about something by the Holy Spirit. Don’t you just hate it when you feel that a sermon or talk is speaking so directly and so relevantly at you? It is not always easy to deal with conviction, but it is necessary if we are to grow as Christians. 

(ii & iii) What is the role of the Spirit in convicting the world of sin, righteousness and judgement? What is His role in illuminating peoples minds to the gospel and in someone being born again? (John 16:8-11, John 3:3-8)

· Illumination – Paul says that ‘the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing’ (see 1 Corinthians 1-2), the world is in desperate need for the Holy Spirit to illuminate people’s minds to the gospel. Do our friends not think that the gospel is nonsense? Without the Holy Spirit illuminating the minds of unbelievers who are blind to the truth, they can never understand spiritual things. Before I became a Christian I knew much of the theory, but over a period of time the Holy Spirit helped me to understand what had happened at the cross for me. So we’ve firstly seen that the Holy Spirit illuminates the minds of non-believers to the gospel. 
· Conviction – The disciple’s mission was to do the work of an evangelist, but they were not alone in their mission. The Holy Spirit is the true evangelist. The distinctive work of the Holy Spirit is to awaken a sense of moral shame and spiritual concern in human hearts. Paul says that the gospel came with power and the Spirit. It is the Spirit who convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgement – He challenges the hearts and consciences of unbelievers. The verb literally means to show someone his sin and summon him to repentance. The Holy Spirit will convict of sin not just because people break the law, but because they do not believe in Jesus. He will convict the world in regard to its righteousness because the truly righteous one was leaving – Jesus showed their righteousness to be false by the way that He lived. He will convict the world of judgement with a new urgency because Jesus is victorious over the evil one. The Holy Spirit is active in our world even now confronting it with the true character of sin, the true meaning of righteousness and the true place of judgement. The Holy Spirit is working in people’s hearts persuading and convincing them of truth. We need to have understanding of our minds and conviction of our hearts before we can experience the regenerating work of the Spirit in our lives. 

· New birth – The Holy Spirit is involved in our being born again, that is why Jesus told Nicodemus that ‘no-one can enter the Kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit’ (John 3:5). Jesus was referring to a new beginning, which was not from ourselves, but from the Spirit – new birth is birth of the Spirit (John 3:5-8). The actual event of new birth is instantaneous, but it may follow many months of conviction and illumination. New birth is indispensable if we are to enter God’s kingdom – the process of bringing people to new birth is an essential ministry of the Holy Spirit. New birth is a radical experience, a complete turning around of our lives.

(iv) How does the Holy Spirit give us assurance that we are in Christ? How do we know that we have the Holy Spirit living within us? What does it mean when Paul says we have the Spirit as a deposit / down payment / guarantee?
· Paul tells us in Romans 8:9 that if we do not have the Spirit then we do not belong to Christ and that if we are led by the Spirit then we are sons of God (Romans 8:15). If we do have the Spirit, He bears witness that we are God’s children (Romans 8:15-16). Grudem (pg. 344) suggests that “this testimony will usually be accompanied by a sense of being led by the Holy Spirit in paths of obedience to God’s will (Romans 8:14).” Stott says that the “context [15-16] makes it plain that this inward experience of the out poured love of our Father is a privilege which should be common to all of his children, although surely different Christians receive this assurance in different degrees at different times” (Evangelical Truth, pg. 114). While it is true that we all receive the Spirit upon conversion, we should also be open to further and fuller experiences of the Spirit, but I find no justification for aligning these verses with the issue of baptism of the Spirit (something we will tackle later). 

· The Spirit testifies that we can be certain that we are loved, redeemed and adopted through Christ into God’s family, to be heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ. Packer says that “Paul speaks of the Spirit’s witness in the present tense (‘the Spirit Himself testifies with our Spirit that we are God’s children’), implying that it is a continuous operation that imparts permanent confidence in God. Though not felt always as vividly as it is sometimes, and though overshadowed from time to time by feelings of doubt and despair, this confidence remains constant and in that final analysis impossible to overcome. The Spirit himself sees to that!” (pg. 78). A genuine hallmark of a believer is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (1 John 4:13), but how do we know whether or not we have the Spirit living inside us? If the Spirit is genuinely at work in our lives then He will be producing the kind of character traits that Paul calls the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23. We should not look for perfection, but for growth in these things over a period of time. So the indwelling Spirit is evidenced by His work, which is consequently evidenced by the fruit of the Spirit in our daily lives.

· There are other kinds of fruit that bear witness to fact that the Holy Spirit is living with us – they are the results of our life and ministry and our influence on others. Continuing to believe and accept sound teaching is evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work with us (1 John 2:23-24, 4:6). Those who do not believe and delight in God’s word give evidence that they are not ‘of God’. A continuing present relationship with Jesus Christ is evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work with us for if we are in Christ, then there will be subsequent obedience as a result (1 John 2:4-6). Our attitude to God’s children is evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work with us – for true Christians will love God’s people (1 John 3:9). 

· The Spirit is given as a seal, as a mark of ownership, indicating that we belong to God (2 Corinthians 1:22). Milne comments that ‘a seal’ was “a word in the first century world for something which guaranteed security, such as a locking device” (pg. 239). The Spirit is the down payment, the first instalment guaranteeing the rest of the first fruits of the heavenly life that the believer inherits. The Holy Spirit is the first instalment of the life of Heaven. Grudem says that “the Holy Spirit Himself is in this age a down-payment of the fuller work of the Holy Spirit within us in the age to come so the gifts the Holy Spirit gives are foretastes of the fuller working of the Holy Spirit that will be ours in the age to come” (pg. 398).

(v) How does the Holy Spirit transform us into the likeness of the Lord Jesus? (Galatians 5:16-25) What is our role and what is the Holy Spirit’s role in making us more and more holy (sanctification)?
· This passage focus’ on the practicalities of living by the Spirit. There is a battle going on within us between our old nature and our new nature, between the flesh and the Spirit (16-18). Paul spells out the things that spring from the flesh in verses 19-21, and the things that spring from the Spirit in verses 22-23. Victory for the Christian is rooted in putting to death the flesh with its passions and desires (24). Paul exhorts us to keep in step with the Spirit. Stott says “Our attitude to the Holy Spirit is to one of unconditional surrender. Paul uses several expressions for this. ‘We are to live by the Spirit’, ‘we are to be led by the Spirit’ and ‘we are to keep in step with the Spirit’ (Galatians 5:16,18,25). We are to allow Him His rightful sovereignty over us, and follow His righteous promptings” (Manufacturing Truth, pg. 154). 
· When the Spirit is living in us, we should expect to see fruit, more precisely we should see the fruit of the Spirit. We cannot pick and choose from the ‘fruit of the Spirit’ for together (as one package) they constitute Christ-likeness. The Spirit gives us different gifts but He works to produce the same fruit in all of us. 

· To sow to the Spirit (6:7-8) means to cultivate the things of the Spirit, such as the discipline of daily prayer and Bible reading. We will not reap the fruit of the Spirit when we are sowing to the flesh. Christian holiness is the natural process of bearing fruit by the power of the Holy Spirit. While it is indeed true that the Spirit is working in us to transform and make us like Christ, we should never think that we have no responsibility in the process. Paul tells the Corinthians that they are reflecting His glory as the Spirit transforms them into the likeness of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18). The Spirit brings glory to Christ through His transforming work in the lives of Christians. 

· So as we have seen the Holy Spirit is at work in us, making us more like the Lord Jesus. John Stott explains that there are four stages to the Holy Spirit’s work of sanctification, which He must first work in us before it filters through to our lifestyle. “He operates in our mind, enabling us to discern the will of God; secondly in our conscience, enabling us to distinguish between right and wrong, thirdly in our heart, enabling is to desire God’s way ardently, and fourthly in our will, enabling us to determine resolutely to follow God’s will” (Evangelical Truth, pg.117).

(vi) In what sense does the Holy Spirit prepare us, equip us and empower us for service? What role does the Spirit have to play in prayer, in mission and in the church?

· The disciples in Acts 4:29-31 ask the Lord to enable them to speak His word with great boldness. In serving God we need to rely on God to equip us for service through the Holy Spirit. Certainly in the Old Testament God gifted people and enabled people to do things that they otherwise would not have been able to do. However the Spirit only came on people for specific periods, under the new covenant we have the indwelling and enabling of the Holy Spirit permanently. 
· When Jesus sent out the twelve (Matthew 10:19-20), He told his disciples that “At that time you will be given what to say, it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.” It is important however to take note of the context, Jesus is talking about people who are undergoing persecution. This is a genuine promise that I am sure that many, many persecuted Christians would be first to acknowledge God’s faithfulness in keeping. However we should not use this promise (which is for specific circumstances of persecution and distress) as an excuse not to prepare ourselves by thinking about apologetics and getting to know our Bibles. 

· In John 15:26-27 Jesus says that the Spirit testifies about the Father. We do not witness for Christ on our own! The Spirit is working in peoples hearts even when our witness seems to have come to nothing – for example Stephen’s witness as he was martyred before Saul (Acts 7:54-58, 22:20). Paul, when talking about sharing the gospel in 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 says that his message didn’t come with wise and persuasive words but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power. 

· In John 7:37-39, Jesus clearly taught the missionary nature of the Holy Spirit. Jesus refers to two kinds of water, drinking water and then to flowing water. It is only if we take water into us that it will then flow out of us. If the Holy Spirit dwells in us it is unthinkable that we should keep that Spirit to ourselves. The Spirit flows forth wherever He is!

· The Holy Spirit also helps us in prayer (Romans 8:26-27). Paul explains that the Spirit helps us in our weakness, helping us to rely on God in prayer. He helps us to know what to pray for, showing us what we truly need and leading us to pray for that which God approves. He helps us to express that which we find hard to put into words, interceding for us with groans that words cannot express. Paul also exhorts us to ‘pray in the Spirit’ in Ephesians 6:17-18. The preceding sentence speaks about the sword of the Spirit being the word of God (‘word’ being the spoken word). Some have suggested that Paul makes this link in order to exhort the Ephesians to use scripture in their praying. 

· The Spirit equips the church for ministry by delegating to individuals the pastoral care of the church (Acts 20:28). There is a sense in which we as the church are all ministering to one another, but there are also those specially designated for leadership. 

· Finally, Paul tells the Corinthians that through the Spirit God gives a wide variety of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:7-8). These gifts both spectacular and unspectacular are given for the common good. We will think about this more in future weeks.

Conclusion – As Christians we all have the Spirit who lives in us and who is working in us and through us. We have seen the multi-faceted ministry of the Holy Spirit in our lives, from bringing us to Christ, helping us to live for Christ and enabling us to serve Christ. The Spirit brings glory to Christ in all that He does – He is not trying to bring glory to Himself but only to Christ.

“The scriptures declare that God himself is the chief evangelist. For the Spirit of God is the Spirit of truth, love, holiness and power, and evangelism is impossible without Him. It is He who anoints the messenger, confirms the word, prepares the hearer, convicts the sinful, enlightens the blind, gives life to the dead, enables us to repent and believe, unties us to the body of Christ, assures us that we are God’s children, leads us into Christ-like character and service, and sends us out in turn to be Christ’s witnesses. In all this the Spirit’s main preoccupation is to glorify Jesus Christ by showing Him to us and forming Him in us.”

Taken from ‘The Manila Manifesto’, International Congress on World Evangelism in 1989
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NAVS Discipleship materials

The Holy Spirit – The ministry and work of the Spirit
1 Thessalonians 5:19 “Do not put out the Spirit's fire.”

John 14:15-21 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever-- the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realise that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”

John 16:13-15 “He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.”

For the believer – Revealing truth / Teaching us truth / Convicting us of truth

John 14:25-26 “All this I have spoken while still with you. The Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”

John 16:12-15 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.”

For the unbeliever – Convicting hearts / Illuminating minds / Regenerating lives

John 16:5-11 “Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgement: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgement, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.”

1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 “For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.”

1 Corinthians 2:9-14 “However, as it is written: ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him’-- but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

John 3:5-8 “Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit’.”
1 Corinthians 1:18 “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”

Assurance / Hope

Romans 8:9 “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.”

Romans 8:12-17 “Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba Father.’ The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.”

Romans 5:5 “And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”
Galatians 4:6 “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father’.”

1 John 3:24, 4:13 “Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us … We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.”

1 John 2:23-24 “No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father.”

1 John 4:6 “We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognise the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.”

1 John 2:4-6 “The man who says, ‘I know him,’ but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.”

2 Corinthians 1:22 “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”

2 Corinthians 5:5 “Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”

Ephesians 1:14 “Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.”

Sanctification / Holiness

Galatians 5:16-25 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissension’s, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”

Galatians 6:7-8 “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.”

2 Corinthians 3:18 “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
Equipping and empowering us for service / Prayer / Mission
Acts 4:29-31 “ ‘Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’ After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.”

John 15:26-27 “When the Counsellor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.”

Matthew 10:17-20 “Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their synagogues. On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 “When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.”

John 7:37-39 “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.’ By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”

Romans 8:26-27 “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.”

Ephesians 6:17-18 “Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.”

Acts 20:28 “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.”

1 Corinthians 12:7-8 “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the…”
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