NAVS Discipleship materials

How can we know anything about God? (3) – Was Jesus really God?
i)
Introduction – So far we have established that God exists, and that He revealed something of Himself in creation in order to point men to His special revelation in Christ.  

There is no serious doubt that Jesus was a historical figure.  As well as the eyewitness accounts of the Gospels, there are other historical sources that speak of Christ, e.g., Tacitus (a Roman historian) when writing about the persecution of Christians by Nero, said "Christus, the founder of the name, was put to death by Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea in the region of Tiberius; but the pernicious superstition, repressed for a time, broke out again, not only through Judea, where the mischief originated, but through the city of Rome also"; Pliny the Younger, governor of the Roman province of Bithynia in Asia Minor, wrote to the Emperor Trajan in 112 A.D. asking for advice on how to deal with the Christians in his province, "they were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, when they sang in alternate verse a hymn to Christ as to a god"; Jewish historian Flavius Josephus wrote in 95 A.D. "about this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a man.  For he was one who wrought surprising feats and was a teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly ... When Pilate, upon hearing him accused by men of the highest standing among us, had condemned him to be crucified, those who had in the first place come to love him did not give up their affection for him". 

So there is no doubt Jesus was a man who lived in the 1st century.  But at this point one might object, "how can you be sure that Jesus was God?"  For us to be able to say that Jesus was the special revelation of God we must answer this objection.

ii) 
The Opening Speech For The Prosecution: It's Not Impossible!

What would you say to someone who says to you "Jesus cannot have been both man and God - it is an impossibility"?  How is the statement "Jesus was both man and God" different from the statement "John is both five foot tall and six foot tall"?  How can you use the statement "light is both waves and particles" to illustrate that there is nothing impossible about Jesus being both man and God? 
•
It is not an impossibility because the two propositions are not contradictions.  To say "Jesus was God" is not to say "Jesus was not man", and to say "Jesus was man" is not to say "Jesus was not God".  Since the two propositions are not contradictory there is no logical reason why they cannot both be true!

•
An example of a logically impossible statement is "John is both five foot tall and six foot tall".  This is because by saying "John is five foot tall" you are saying that John is not six foot tall, and vice versa.  The statement is logically impossible because it contradicts itself.

•
The statement "light is both waves and particles" appears at first sight to be contradictory, but in fact science has shown that it is not contradictory because it is true!  Sometimes we rule things out because of the limitations of the human mind.  We can't understand how light can be both waves and particles, and in the same way we can't understand how Jesus can be both man and God - but this is a very different thing from saying that it is impossible!

So it is possible that Jesus was both man and God.  We must now weigh up the evidence to see which way it points

iii)
Exhibit A - Jesus' character

Accept for the sake of argument that Jesus was both man and God.  What would you expect Jesus to be like?  How does Jesus compare to these expectations?
•
We would expect Jesus to be clearly superior to others in terms of holiness.  Was He?  Yes!  In Matthew 26 v59 - 60 those opposed to Jesus were forced to admit Jesus had done nothing wrong, and in Luke 23 v47 the Roman centurion exclaimed "Surely this was a righteous man!"  Jesus was so sure of His holiness that He challenged others to find fault in Him (John 8 v46 - "can any of you prove me guilty of sin?").  And the NT writers affirmed Jesus' holiness (e.g., 2 Corinthians 5 v21, 1 John 3 v5)

•
We would expect Jesus to be clearly superior to others in terms of love.  Was He?  Jesus showed love to all segments of society, even those who were despised by the world, e.g., lepers (Matthew 8 v1 - 3), an 'unclean' woman (Mark 5 v25 - 34), tax collectors (Luke 19 v1 - 6), a Samaritan woman (John 4 v7 - 9)

•
We would expect Jesus' teaching to be clearly superior to human teaching.  Was it?  The people were astonished by His teaching (Matthew 7 v28 - 29; Luke 20 v26).  He did not say what people wanted to hear in order to gain adherents - like an earthly teacher would - rather He stressed the stringent requirements of discipleship (Mark 8 v34 - 38).  And He stressed standards going beyond simple external morality (Matthew 5 v27 - 30)

•
We would expect Jesus' actions to have a strikingly different purpose.  Did they?  One example of this is the overturning of the tables in the temple (Matthew 21 v12 - 13).  We can see it in Jesus' teaching (John 6 v27), and in the reason He gave for living (John 12 v 23- 28)

[Some might object that we are deliberately making up tests that we know Jesus will pass.  If this is the case, ask them for their own test of what they would expect Jesus to be like if He was God, and see if He passes that!]

So our first item of evidence is that Jesus matches our expectations of what God in human form would look like
iv) Exhibit B - Jesus' claims to be God

Did Jesus really claim to be God?
•
There can be no doubt that Jesus really did claim to be God.  There are many examples - e.g., Matthew 9 v1 - 7 - Jesus says He has authority to forgive sins; Luke 11 v17 - 20 - Jesus says His driving out demons shows He is God; John 8 v58 - a direct statement that He is God (cf., Exodus 3 v14); John 10 v30 - claims to be one with God the Father; John 14 v9 - says He is perfect representation of the Father

If Jesus did claim to be God, then what possible explanations are there for this claim?
•
We can't dismiss Jesus as merely a great human teacher.  He has left us no choice but to respond to His claim to be God.  

•
So what are the possibilities?  He may have been telling the truth, and therefore He is God.  He may have been deliberately telling falsehoods, in which case He must have been evil and have wanted to mislead people.  Or He may have thought He was telling the truth when in fact it was false, in which case He was must have been deluded.  We are on the horns of a trilemma.  C.S. Lewis has explained this trilemma, and summarised it as "mad, bad or God", or in other words, "Lord, liar or lunatic" (see quote).

How did Jesus substantiate His claim to be God?
•
He healed people.  The paralytic walked again (Matthew 9 v1 - 7), lepers were made clean (Mark 1 v40 - 42), the man born blind saw again (John 9 v1 - 7), the deaf and mute could hear and speak again (Mark 7 v32 - 35), evil spirits were driven out (Mark 1 v23 - 27), the dead were brought back to life (John 11 v11 - 15, v38 - 44)

•
He performed miraculous deeds.  He fed the five thousand and then went for an after-dinner stroll on water (John 6 v8 - 13, v16 - 21).  He changed water into wine (John 2 v6 - 11).  He calmed the storm (Mark 4 v37 - 39).

•
He knew people's secrets (John 4 v16 - 19).  He predicted the future (Luke 22 v10 - 13, v34).  He knew Judas would betray Him (Luke 22 v21 - 23)

So our second piece of evidence is that Jesus did claim to be God, and He substantiated that claim with many miracles.  If we do not accept that He was God we must dismiss Him as either a lunatic or a liar
v)
Exhibit C - The resurrection

Now we turn to the most important piece of evidence in the case!  This is to our case what the glove was to O.J. Simpson!  After all, Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 v14 says "if Christ has not been raised our preaching is useless and so is your faith".  But on the other hand, if Jesus did rise from the dead then Christianity is inescapably true!  We can test Christianity by this one historical event that took place in the public eye (see Josh Moody quote).

It is common ground among historians (Biblical and non-Biblical sources) that Jesus was crucified and that three days later the tomb was empty.  So we must examine the possible explanations for this.  What explanations are there?  Do they withstand scrutiny?
•
The delusion theory - the theory that those who claimed to have met the risen Christ were mistaken, albeit sincerely.  This theory has many difficulties  - is it plausible that the same delusion affected hundreds of different people (1 Corinthians 15 v3 - 8), and that they all recovered from their delusion at the same time (seven weeks after the claimed resurrection)?  Would a court consider the evidence of hundreds of independent eye witnesses weak or strong?  The Apostles were not predisposed to believe the resurrection (the report of the empty tomb seemed like foolishness to the Apostles - Luke 24 v9 - 12, and some even doubted when they saw Him - Matthew 28 v16 - 17), but they were later willing to suffer persecution rather than deny what they had seen.  Can a delusion really explain this change of mind?

•
Did the disciples steal the body?  Pilate was happy to allow Joseph of Arimathea to give Jesus a proper burial.  Why?  Normally the bodies of criminals were burned at a rubbish dump called Gehenna outside Jerusalem.  By giving Jesus a proper burial in a guarded tomb Pilate made it much harder for the body to be stolen.  Nevertheless, this was the story constructed by the leaders of the Jews when they learned of the empty tomb (Matthew 28 v11 - 15).  It has many difficulties.  Would this bunch of frightened, disillusioned men have been this brave?  Wouldn't the sound of the stone being rolled away have woken the guards up?  If they were asleep, how did they know it was the disciples that stole the body?  Why were they not disciplined for this breach of their duty?  Because their superiors knew the story was false?  Why would the disciples have wasted time removing the body from the grave clothes when they got inside?  Where did they hide the body?  How did they stage the resurrection appearances?  Why did they lay down their lives claiming that Jesus had risen?

•
Did the disciples bribe the guards?  How could they have afforded this?  Why would a guard have breached his duty in this way, when the sentence that would have faced them was death?  Why did the disciples go to their deaths claiming Jesus had risen?  What did they do with the body?    

•
Did the Jewish leaders steal the body?  Why would they have made themselves unclean by touching a dead body?  Why would they have asked for the tomb to be guarded and sealed (Matthew 27 v62 - 66)?  Why would they have paid the guards to make up the story about the disciples (Matthew 28 v11 - 15)?  And why did they never produce the body to quash the story of the resurrection?

•
Did the guards steal the body?  Would men of such low calibre have been entrusted with the task of guarding the tomb?  Why would they steal it?  What would justify risking the death sentence?  Could they have survived the careful scrutiny and interrogation of the Jewish leaders and Roman authorities? 

•
Did someone else steal it?  Joseph of Arimathea?  But wasn't he a man of integrity?  What did he have to gain from stealing the body?  He had shown great dignity to Jesus' body by giving it a fitting burial, so why would he desecrate it by disturbing it after the burial?  How did he stage the well-witnessed resurrection appearances?  Could someone else have stolen the body?  The same questions must be answered.  How could they have got past the guards?  Why would they risk detection?  How did they stage the resurrection appearances?

•
Venturini's swoon theory - this "takes much more faith than any Christian has a right to demand of an agnostic!" (per Gerard Chrispin in The Resurrection: The Unopened Gift at p.23).  Jesus had been flogged by the three thonged whip, which often had lead and bone attached and resulted in flesh being torn.  Men could die from this alone.  The soldiers beat Him.  His beard was plucked out.  His hands and feet nailed to a cross (not B&Q nice neat nails, but big rusty nine inch Roman nails).  He hung for six hours.  His side was pierced by a spear.  He was pronounced dead (His legs weren't broken because there was


no need).  His body was tightly wrapped in constricting bandages for burial.  No medical aid was given - it was a corpse after all.  He was laid in a tomb with nothing to eat or drink.  And then, after three days, He suddenly felt much better.  He unwrapped the grave clothes, folded them up again to make it look as though He'd passed through them, quietly rolled aside the huge sealed stone, sneaked passed the guards, and escaped.  He then tidied Himself up and was able to convince a large number of people that He was the risen Lord of glory.  Would the disciples, who saw Jesus in this state, have believed He was risen from the dead?  Would Jesus, a man in whom Pilate could find no fault, have performed such a fraud?  And besides all these difficulties, where did Jesus live afterwards?  When did He finally die?  Why did no-one ever hear of Him again?  What happened to His popularity?  Why did the disciples begin to ignore Him after seven weeks?  

•
The mistake theory - the theory that the women went to the wrong place.  Would the women have really gone to the wrong place (see Luke 23 v55)?  The tomb belonged to a rich man (Joseph of Arimathea) and would have had distinctive signs of affluence - and also had soldiers posted outside!  And if they'd gone to the wrong tomb why didn't the Jewish authorities quash the Christian 'myth' by producing the body?  Why did several hundred people claim to have met the risen Christ?  Why were there folded grave clothes in the empty tomb?  And why were there angels in the tomb that said "He is not here; He has risen!" (Luke 24 v6)?

•
That leaves us with one possibility - miracle!  We can arrive at this conclusion by the process of deduction (as we have done) in the style of Sherlock Holmes (see quote) - in fact, Frank Morison, who set out to write a book disproving the resurrection, ended up writing a book confessing it as true after he found no other explanation for the resurrection other than a miracle!  We can also examine the evidence that this was a miraculous event.  Jesus had foretold His death and resurrection.  There were witnesses that Jesus rose again - witnesses who saw the risen Christ first-hand, whose stories corroborated each others', who were of good character, who would die rather than deny what they'd seen.  And moreover, they didn't try to prove to people that Jesus had risen.  Why?  Because people at the time knew it had happened - it was already common knowledge!

So our third piece of evidence, which is central to our case, is that Jesus rose from the dead!
vi)
Exhibit D - Those who knew Jesus

What did those who met Jesus think of Him?  Did they see Him as merely a man or as someone greater than that?  Did first century Jews often call one of their Jewish friends 'God'?
•
We see in Matthew 16 v13 - 16 that the people realised there was something special about Jesus.  Peter confesses Jesus as "the Christ, the Son of the living God" and although he hadn't by that time grasped the significance of this, he clearly knew Jesus was more than just a man.  For a first century Jew to call another Jew 'God' was extraordinary.  It would have required superlative evidence, for such a statement would not have lightly come to Peter's lips.

•
Thomas called Jesus "My Lord and my God!" (John 20 v26 - 28).  Again, for a Jew to say this of another Jew would have required superlative evidence!  James and John, by asking to sit at Jesus' right and left (Mark 10 v35 - 37), also demonstrate that they knew Jesus was not a mere mortal.

•
It wasn't just the disciples however.  As well as the crowds referred to in Matthew 16 v13 - 16, take the hard-bitten Roman officer who exclaimed after the crucifixion "Surely this man was the Son of God!" (Mark 15 v37 - 39)

So our fourth piece of evidence is the eyewitness accounts of those who met Jesus.  They recognised that He was more than merely human
vii)
Exhibit E - The early church

There can be no doubt that the Apostles preached the resurrection of Christ (based on the accounts in Acts).  This begs the question, did they really believe their message, or were they trying to deliberately deceive?
•
People will often lie in order to gain some personal advantage.  But it is unlikely that people will lie if that lie brings them personal disadvantage.

•
The Apostles all suffered extensively for their proclamation of the message that Christ had risen from the dead, e.g., Acts 5 v17 - 41 (imprisonment in Jerusalem), Acts 7 v54 - 58 (stoning of Stephen), Acts 12 v1 - 2 (martyrdom of James), 2 Corinthians 11 v23 - 29 (Paul's sufferings), Revelation 1 v9 (John's exile on Patmos).

•
Think of all the time Paul had in prison (2 years in Caesarea, 2 years in Rome, and a further long period in Rome before his death).  During that time Paul would have had ample opportunity and motivation to re-think his beliefs, to ask whether he was mistaken about Christ, to renounce his faith if he was unsure.  But he did not!

•
There is evidence that all bar one (John) of the Apostles died as martyrs.  There is reliable evidence that (i) John died in exile on Patmos (Revelation 1 v9) (ii) Peter was crucified upside down during the Neronian persecution in 65 A.D. (fulfilling John 21 v18 - 19); (iii) Paul was beheaded during the Neronian persecution in Rome; (iv) Andrew was crucified by order of the proconsul Eges (Eges' wife had been estranged from him by Andrew's preaching); (v) James was put to death by the sword by Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12 v1 - 2); (vi) Philip was crucified upside down in Hierapolis; (vii) Bartholomew took the Gospel as far as India, where he was placed in a sack and thrown in the sea

What difficulties with practising a deception would have prevented the rapid growth of the early church?

•
If the Apostles were practising a deception it is very unlikely the church could have grown in the way that it did.  The Apostles were preaching that Jesus had risen in the very city where He was crucified, only seven weeks after the crucifixion.  Jesus was very well known in that city.  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15 v6 that the risen Christ appeared to over 500 people.  It would have been very hard to practise a deception on this scale.  Think of the difficulties in manufacturing a story and avoiding cracks appearing!  We can deduce that one reason the early church grew so quickly is because it was common knowledge in the city that Jesus did rise from the dead.

•
Furthermore, many people would have known the location of Jesus' tomb.  If the Jewish leaders had wanted to silence the Apostles (which they did), the best way to have done this would have been to produce the body.  But there was evidently no body to produce, for they were reduced to issuing threats against the Apostles and trying to coerce them into silence (Acts 5 v28, v40) (see quotes).  In Acts 25 Luke records that the Jews brought many serious charges against Paul, "which they could not prove" (v6 - 7).  What had Paul done wrong, which the Jews couldn't prove?  v19 says that "they had some points of dispute with him about their own religion and about a dead man named Jesus whom Paul claimed was alive".  The Jews could not prove Paul was wrong, they could not prove that Jesus had not risen from the dead!  They could not produce the body!

So our fifth piece of evidence is that conviction of the Apostles that Jesus did rise from the dead, and the fact that the early church grew so rapidly, despite so much opposition 
viii)
The Closing Speech For The Prosecution: If There's Any Doubt Remaining

We began by saying that it was not impossible for Jesus to be both man and God, and we have looked at the evidence that suggests He was both man and God.  But if there is any doubt left in your mind, consider the following historical facts, which are accepted even by scholars sceptical of Christianity:
•
We know that Jesus' mother was called Mary.  This raises the question of why we would remember His mother's name more readily than His father's.  There must have been something unusual about His birth!

•
We know that Jesus healed people.  But is it reasonable to think that a carpenter would know more about medicine than the doctors of the time?  There must have been something special about someone who could heal as Jesus did!

•
We know that Jesus was in conflict with the religious leaders of the time and that He was condemned by Caiaphas.  But why would this have been if He was just an ordinary run-of-the-mill Jewish teacher?  He must have said something drastic to get into so much trouble!

•
We know that He called God 'Father'.  But in that culture no Jew would have done this.  Why would He have done this unless He was suggesting He had a unique relationship with God?
Sceptic or not, you must concede that Jesus did and said things which suggest He wasn't just an ordinary man.  How are you going to explain these things?  The evidence we've seen today points overwhelmingly in favour of a finding that Jesus is God!

ix)
Now The Jury Must Decide It's Verdict

Remember, the standard of proof is 'beyond reasonable doubt'.  We saw in part (1) of this series that our culture today insists on knowing things beyond any doubt, even though this ultimately means nothing is susceptible of being known.  So don't confuse matters by looking for a standard of proof that no fact can ever hope to pass.  If the matter has been proved 'beyond reasonable doubt' then you are entitled to decide that it is a fact.  So, is Jesus really God?  Our submission is that He is!

NAVS Discipleship materials

How can we know anything about God? (3) – Was Jesus really God?
Exhibit A:

Matthew 26:59-60 “The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death. But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward.”

Luke 23:47 “The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, ‘Surely this was a righteous man.”
John 8:46 “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don't you believe me?”

2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
1 John 3:5 “But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.”
Matthew 8:1-3 “When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, ‘Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.’ Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. ‘I am willing,’ he said. ‘Be clean!’ Immediately he was cured of his leprosy.”

Mark 5:25-34 “And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, because she thought, ‘If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.’ Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering. At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ ‘You see the people crowding against you,’ his disciples answered, ‘and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’ But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”
Luke 19:1-6 “Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.’ So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.”

John 4:7-9 “When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give me a drink?’ (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?’ (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)”
Matthew 7:28-29 “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.”

Luke 20:26 “They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public. And astonished by his answer, they became silent.”

Mark 8:34-38 “Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels.”
Matthew 5:27-30 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.”

Matthew 21:12-13 “It is written,’ he said to them, ‘ My house will be called a house of prayer, but you are making it a ‘den of robbers.’ ”

John 6:27 “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.”

John 12:23-28 “Jesus replied, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. ‘Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.”
Exhibit B:

Matthew 9:1-7 “Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.’ At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, ‘This fellow is blaspheming!’ Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, ‘Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. . . .’ Then he said to the paralytic, ‘Get up, take your mat and go home.’ And the man got up and went home.”

Luke 11:17-20 “Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: ‘Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub. Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.”

John 8:58 “I tell you the truth,’ Jesus answered, ‘before Abraham was born, I am!”
Exodus 3:14 “God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”
John 10:30 “I and the Father are one.”

John 14:9 “Jesus answered: ‘Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”

Mark 1:40-42 “A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, "If you are willing, you can make me clean.’ Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. ‘I am willing,’ he said. ‘Be clean!’ Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.”
John 9:1-7 “As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned,’ said Jesus, ‘but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. ‘Go,’ he told him, ‘wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.”
Mark 7:32-35 “There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man. After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man's ears. Then he spit and touched the man's tongue. He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, "Ephphatha!" (which means, ‘Be opened!’). At this, the man's ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.”
Mark 1:23-27 “Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evilE spirit cried out, ‘What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy One of God!’ ‘Be quiet!’ said Jesus sternly. ‘Come out of him!’ The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, ‘What is this? A new teaching--and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him.”
John 11:11-15, 38-44 “After he had said this, he went on to tell them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.’ His disciples replied, ‘Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.’ Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. So then he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him…Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. ‘Take away the stone,’ he said. ‘But, Lord,’ said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.’ Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me. When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

John 6:8-13, 16-21 “Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, ‘Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?’ Jesus said, ‘Have the people sit down.’ There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, ‘Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.’ So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten…When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. A 

strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified. But he said to them, ‘It is I; don't be afraid.’ Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading.”
John 2:6-11 “Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’; so they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, ‘Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.’ They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, ‘Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.’ This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.”
Mark 4:37-39 “A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, ‘Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?’ He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!’ Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.”
John 4:16-19 “He told her, ‘Go, call your husband and come back.’ ‘I have no husband,‘ she replied. Jesus said to her, ‘You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.’ ‘Sir,’ the woman said, ‘I can see that you are a prophet.”
Luke 22:10-13,34 “He replied, ‘As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there.’ They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover…Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.”

Luke 22:21-23 “But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him.’ They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would do this.”
“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God’. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic - on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg - or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a mad man or something worse.  You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any patronising nonsense about His being a great human teacher.  He has not left that open to us.  He did not intend to.” (C.S. Lewis from Mere Christianity at p.40-41)

Exhibit C:

1 Corinthians 15:3-8 “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.”
Luke 24:9-12 “When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.”
Matthew 28:16-17 “Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.”
Matthew 28:11-15 “While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, telling them, ‘You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.’ So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.”

Matthew 27:62-66 “The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. ’Sir,’ they said, ‘we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.’ ‘Take a guard,’ Pilate answered. ‘Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.’ So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.”

Luke 23:55 “The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it.”
Luke 24:6 “He is not here; He has risen!”

“The revelation of God in Jesus Christ is quite unique.  No other revelation makes the same kind of claim.  It is unique in concept.  This is because Judaeo-Christian revelation all hinges upon certain historical events that happened in the public arena.  This is not a secret experience that is unquantifiable and untestable; it is an open book.  Other claims to revelation are of course historical in the sense that they happened in the past, and would want to persuade us of the fact.  But only Christianity rests its case upon things that either happened or did not happen and which we can test ourselves by the canon of public history.  Christianity stands or falls on the basis of eyewitness accounts.”  (Josh Moody from Authentic Spirituality at p.73)

“When you have eliminated the impossible, whatever remains, however improbable, must be the truth.” (Sir Arthur Conan Doyle [Sherlock Holmes] from The Sign of Four ch.6)

“This study is in some ways so unusual and provocative that the writer thinks it desirable to state here very briefly how the book came to take its present form.  In one sense it could have taken no other, for it is essentially a confession, the inner story of a man who originally set out to write one kind of book and found himself compelled by the sheer force of circumstances to write quite another.  It is not that the facts themselves altered, for they are recorded imperishably in the monuments and in the pages of human history.  But the interpretation to be put upon the facts underwent a change.  Somehow the perspective shifted - not suddenly, as in a flash of insight or inspiration, but slowly, almost imperceptibly, by the very stubbornness of the facts themselves.  The book as it was originally planned was left high and dry, like those Thames barges when the great river goes out to meet the incoming sea.  The writer discovered one day that not only could he no longer write the book as he had once conceived it, but that he would not if he could.”  (Frank Morison from the preface to Who Moved The Stone? - a book that was originally meant to disprove the resurrection, but ended up being a book confessing it as true!)

Exhibit D:

Matthew 16:13-16 “When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
John 20:26-28 “A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ ”
Mark 10:35-37 “Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. ‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘we want you to do for us whatever we ask.’ ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ he asked. They replied, ‘Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.”
Mark 15:37-39 “With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he died, he said, ‘Surely this man was the Son of God!”
Exhibit E:

Acts 5:17-19, 27-33, 40 “Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out… Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. ‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,’ he said. ‘Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man's blood.’ Peter and the other apostles replied: ‘We must obey God rather than men! The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead--whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Saviour that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.’ When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death… His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.”
Acts 7:54-58 “When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’ At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.”
Acts 12:1-2 “It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.”
2 Corinthians 11:23-29 “Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?”
Revelation 1:9 “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”
John 21:18-19 “I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.’ Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, ‘Follow me!’ ”
Acts 25:6-7, 19 “After spending eight or ten days with them, he went down to Caesarea, and the next day he convened the court and ordered that Paul be brought before him. When Paul appeared, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many serious charges against him, which they could not prove… Instead, they had some points of dispute with him about their own religion and about a dead man named Jesus who Paul claimed was alive.”
“If ever a fact of ancient history may count as indisputable, it should be the empty tomb.  From Easter Sunday on there must have been a tomb, clearly known as the tomb of Jesus, that did not contain His body.  This much is beyond dispute: Christian teaching from the very beginning promoted a living, resurrected Saviour.  The Jewish authorities strongly opposed this teaching and were prepared to go to any lengths in order to suppress it.  Their job would have been easy if they could have invited potential converts for a quick stroll to the tomb and there produced Christ's body.  That would have been the end of the Christian message.  The fact that a church centering around the risen Christ could come about demonstrates that there must have been an empty tomb.” (Winfried Corduan from No Doubt About It: The Case For Christianity at p.222)

“When therefore the disciples began to preach the resurrection in Jerusalem and people responded, and when religious authorities stood helplessly by, the tomb must have been empty.  The simple fact that the Christian fellowship, founded on belief in Jesus' resurrection, came into existence and flourished in the very city where he was executed and buried is powerful evidence for the historicity of the empty tomb.” (William Lane Craig from Jesus Under Fire (edited by Michael J. Wilkins and J.P. Moreland) at p.151-152)

“In 56 A.D. Paul wrote that over 500 people had seen the risen Jesus and that most of them were still alive (1 Corinthians 15:6).  It passes the bounds of credibility that the early Christians could have manufactured such a tale and then preached it among those who might easily have refuted it simply by producing the body of Jesus.” (John Warwick Montgomery from History and Christianity at p.78)
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