NAVS Discipleship materials

How can we know anything about God? (2) - The limited revelation of creation
i) Introduction


We have looked at how we can know that God exists, and so now we go on to answer the question "how can we know anything about God?"

· Our sinful minds mean that we need God to reach down and reveal Himself to us

Romans 1 v21 says that our thinking is "futile" and our "foolish hearts [are] darkened".  Colossians 1 v21 says that we are enemies of God in our minds, as well as in our behaviour.  Psalm 14 v2 - 3 describe God looking down from Heaven to see if anyone understands and seeks God, but he sees that there is no-one, "all have turned aside".  

Because of our sinful minds we cannot employ our own reasoning if we want to know anything about God.  Our thinking is “futile”.  Because of our sinful minds we need God to take the initiative, to graciously reach down to us, and reveal Himself to us. The Bible tells us that He has done just this!  This is what we call "revelation" - God reaching down to reveal Himself to us.

· God reveals Himself in different ways

God reveals Himself in a variety of ways – through Jesus Christ, through Scripture, through the Holy Spirit, through nature.  We are going to consider these different revelations of God, and consider the relationship between them.  

God’s revelation in Jesus is His supreme revelation.  We will be looking particularly closely at this next week and the week after. 

This week we are going to consider God’s revelation in nature.

· God’s revelation in nature is a limited revelation that should trigger a search for more

Romans 1 v20 says "since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities - his eternal power and divine nature - have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse".  From this verse we can clearly see (i) that God does reveal Himself through His creation; (ii) it is only a limited revelation - creation shows only God's "invisible" qualities (although this is still enough to leave men "without excuse").  

We may ask at this point, why bother with a limited revelation that is insufficient to bring anyone to a true knowledge of God?  The answer is that God’s revelation in nature points us towards God's supreme revelation in Christ.  When Paul was in Athens he used creation as a stepping stone to proclaiming the Gospel.  He said to the Athenians, "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.  And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.  From one man God made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.  God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him" (Acts 17 v24 - 27).


Imagine somebody who says, “I believe in God.  There must have been a creator behind this earth.  I think that God loves everyone who does the best they can with what they’ve got”.  They have understood the limited revelation of God in nature.  They have understood that creation tells us something about God.  But they have then added their own ideas of what God is like to complete the picture.  Where do they get the idea that God loves everyone who does their best?  From themselves.  From their own expectations.  But the correct response - once you have acknowledged that a creator was behind creation - is to try to find out more about them – not to rely on your imagination.  

· Natural revelation points to the supreme revelation

Christians are often heard to say that creation points to the existence of a god.  But properly understood, creation points to the One and only true God who has revealed Himself in His grace to us.  

Any invention bears the mark of its inventor, and the created world is no different.  Once we have come to know God through Christ, His supreme revelation, we are able to see that creation contains many pictures and symbols of the Gospel. Creation is full of pictures and symbols that are there to help us understand more about God and His salvation plan.  So in a sense, creation actually preaches a sermon to us!  Our aim today is to examine creation’s sermon, and so to see how creation points not simply to a god, but to the God.

ii)
How can we understand creation’s sermon?
Can we understand this sermon of creation on our own?  If we can't understand it alone, then how are we to go about gaining understanding of it?
· Psalm 14 v1 - 3 paints the picture of God looking down on His world to find any who "understand, any who seek God".  And God sees that "all have turned aside".  Romans 1 v18 - 21 explains why this is so.  The fall has affected our hearts and our minds - our hearts "were darkened" and our "thinking became futile" (v21).  Our natural state is to know nothing of God.  We rely on Him in His mercy to reveal Himself to us.  Romans 3 v11 says, "there is no-one who understands".  

· The consequence of this is that we do not understand the many pointers God has given us in creation.  At best, all that we are able to comprehend from creation is God’s “invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature” (Romans 1 v20).  

· So how do we go about gaining this understanding of creation?  Through Christ and through the Bible, since this is the means by which God now makes Himself known to us (John 1 v14 & 18).  It is only through the spectacles of the Bible that we can understand the world around us, that we can see and recognise the mark of its creator.

So, what does the Bible teach us about creation?  Does creation point specifically to the God of the Bible?
iii)
The process of creation

Genesis 1 v1 - 2 tells us that God created the heavens and the earth, but that at the start of the six days of creation the earth was "formless and empty".  According to Jeremiah 4 v22 - 26 what is this a picture of?  Therefore, what is the process of creation - when God gives the earth form and life - a picture of?

· Jeremiah describes the world when confronted with God's "fierce anger" at sin (4 v22 & 26).  It is "formless and empty" (v23).  Significantly, he uses exactly the same words as are used in Genesis 1 v2 to describe the physical world before God gave it form and life.  In fact in v23 - 26 employ great symbolism.  The desolation of the physical world before the six days of creation is a picture of the desolation caused by man's sinfulness.  Mankind is left empty - without life and forlorn. 

· Just as God took the "formless and empty" earth in creation and gave it form and life, so He has taken sinful man and saved a remnant to be His people.  So the six days of creation are in fact a picture of how God takes desolate sinful man and gives him life.

· Other religions leave it up to man to try and solve the problem of sin.  This picture from Jeremiah shows how impossible this is.  Solving the problem of sin is like creating the earth.  It is beyond man’s capabilities.  Only God can do it.

iv)
The first day

What is symbolic about the fact that darkness existed first, and God then created light?  Why does it say in Genesis 1 v5 that a day begins with the evening and ends with the morning?

· The "formless and empty" earth was a picture of the desolation caused by mankind’s sinfulness (see above).  When the earth was formless and empty it was in darkness (Genesis 1 v2). This darkness symbolised sinfulness, the cause of the desolation.  In fact, Scripture frequently tells us that darkness symbolises sinfulness (e.g., 1 John 1 v5).  

· But on the first day God created light - this is a picture of God sending his Son to the earth, that lost sinful men might know life (John 1 v4 - 9).  So in John 1 v9 it says "the true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world".  First came sin (darkness), which brought death and desolation, and then came Christ (the true light), who brought life.  So "the light shines in the darkness" (John 1 v5).  

· Every 24 hour period is a picture of this process - of darkness, with light breaking through the darkness.  So every 24 hour period is a picture of how God sent His Son, the true light, to this darkness of the earth to bring life.  This is why the Jewish day begins and ends at dusk (ie, the day starts with darkness, then comes light, and it ends with light).  Our days have got it all wrong!  We start with darkness, then comes light, but before the day is out we revert to darkness again!

v)
The third day
What did God create on the third day?  What is the significance of this?  What is the significance of the third day in Scripture?

· On the third day God created seed-bearing plants and fruit-bearing trees.  The third day is the day of the first fruits.  On this day God created fruits and plants that would bear seed and multiply.  

· Jesus rose from the dead on the third day.  This is enormously symbolic.  He is God's One and only Son, and through Him God's people are saved.  He is thus the first fruit (God’s only Son) and He multiplies (He brings many brothers and sisters into God’s kingdom).  So the very first plants and trees, created on the third day of creation, are symbols of Jesus’ death and salvation.  They were the first of their kind, as Jesus is the Head of the Church, and through their fruit many more plants and trees came to life, just as through Christ many come to salvation.  This gives an added dimension to John 12 v24 – it is not due to fortune that the grain of wheat analogy works so well!

· There are other Biblical events which add to this “third day” illustration, and show that it is no coincidence!  Isaac was delivered from death at his father's hands on the third day (Genesis 22 v4 & 9 - 12).  This is particularly symbolic in the light of God's promise to Abraham (that he would have many descendants through whom the world would be blessed).  Isaac was his only son (therefore his first born), and so there is obvious prophetic impact - the first of Abraham's many descendants (and so the first of God's chosen people, the Israelites) was delivered from death on the third day - just as Jesus Christ was (who was the first of God's chosen people, the church).

· In Matthew 12 v39 - 42 Jesus talks about the "sign of Jonah".  Jonah's experience was also prophetic.  When trying to flee from the Lord on a boat headed for Tarshish, Jonah was thrown into the sea by those on board in order to quieten the storm (Jonah 1 v11 - 17).  Jonah was cast into the sea because of his sin, and through this act others were saved (those on board).  He was then delivered from the waters by the great fish, in whom Jonah spent three days and three nights.  This points to Christ.  He died because of our sin, and through His death others were saved (akin to Jonah being thrown overboard).  He then spent three days and nights "in the heart of the earth", before he was delivered from death back to life (akin to Jonah being inside the fish and being delivered from the waters).  So again we see the connection of the third day with deliverance and reproduction - through Jonah being thrown overboard many were saved, and through one ‘death’ many come to life (as in John 12 v24).

vi)
The fourth day
On the fourth day God created the sun.  What do the Psalms see the sun as a picture of?  How is this symbolism used in Malachi 4 v2?  What is the relationship between the sun and God in the accounts in Genesis 32 and Joshua 10?  What dimension does this add to God's promise to Abraham that his descendants would be as numerous as "the stars in the sky" (Genesis 22 v17)?  Why is there no sun in Heaven?  What should our response to seeing the sun in the sky be?
· Psalm 84 v11 states "the Lord God is a sun", and Psalm 89 v35 - 37 likens the royal line of David to the sun.  Psalm 19 is perhaps the most revealing, saying the sun is "like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion".  Scripture uses the symbolism of bride and groom to represent Christ and his church, so the implication in Psalm 19 is that the sun pictures the Son.  Remember that in OT times many actually worshipped the sun - so this is a powerful statement, saying "that's not what you should be worshipping, it's only a symbol pointing to what you should be worshipping!"

· In Malachi 4 v1 - 3 the prophecy is of judgement.  The "arrogant and every evildoer" will be judged and destroyed.  But for those who revere God's name, "the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings".  Here the prophecy is of Christ's salvation, and the image used is of the "sun of righteousness" bringing healing.  In fact this pun (sun/son) is often found in hymns! (E.g., in "Be Thou My Vision" verse 5 Jesus is referred to as "bright heaven's sun")  

· In Joshua 10 v9 - 14 we see a close relationship between the sun and God.  When talking to God Joshua says, “O sun” – as if by addressing the sun he is addressing God.  And we know the Lord listened to Joshua because the sun stood still for a day.  God showed that He had listened to Joshua through the motion of the sun.  And in Genesis 32 (see Hosea 12 v4) the writer is careful to point out that Jacob struggled with God at night (v22), and that it lasted until "daybreak" (v24).  Note the sequence, Jacob names the place Peniel (meaning 'face of God'), and then the "sun rose above him as he passed Peniel" (v31).  When God was with Jacob in person there was no sun in the sky.  But after God had left, and after Jacob had recognised God's presence by naming the place Peniel, the sun rises over him - a powerful symbol, and one that was not wasted on the writer of Genesis (note too that in Genesis 19 v23 - 24 we see that Sodom and Gomorrah are not judged until the "sun had risen over the land" - symbolising that God was in place and ready to pour out His judgement).

· Having understood the significance of the sun, we can see the significance of Abraham's descendants being as numerous as "the stars in the sky".  For the picture is of the sun, the brightest light in the sky, being surrounded by many stars - i.e., Christ surrounded by His people.  In fact, in Philippians 2 v15 we are encouraged to "shine like stars in the universe".

· Revelation 21 v23 says there will be no sun in Heaven.  Why not?  We will be in God's presence, and so no symbols pointing to Him will be needed any more!  Plus, we saw above that darkness is associated with sin, and that daylight pictures God speaking into the darkness.  In Heaven there will be no more sin, no more darkness, just God's holy light.

· Psalm 19 tells us that Christ, the bridegroom, is "coming forth from his pavilion".  In other words, He is ready for the marriage.  He is ready for His church to be presented to Him as His bride (see Ephesians 5 v27 & Revelation 21 v2).  This should inspire us - the sun in the sky is a reminder to us that Christ is eager to be united to His church - and it should give us a sense of urgency, since Christ is ready.

vii) 
The seventh day
On the seventh day God rested.  Has this rest ended?  Is rest the same as inactivity?  What then does it mean for God to rest?  What does it mean for us to enter God's Sabbath-rest (Hebrews 4 v9)?
· God's rest has never ended since He completed the work of creation.  But God's rest is not the same as inactivity - Scripture repeatedly tells us that God still directs and maintains life (e.g., Psalm 104).  So what does it mean for God to rest?  It means enjoying the satisfaction and perfection of His work.  

· As we saw above, God's creation of the physical world is a picture of His saving, redemptive work in sinful man (see 'the process of creation' above).  So we are not only concerned with God enjoying the physical world He has created, but also enjoying the fruits of His redemptive work.

· So what does it mean for us to enter God's Sabbath-rest?  It means that we enjoy God's perfect saving work in our lives.  The point made by the writer of Hebrews is that we can enjoy liberation from the pressures and trials of this world by resting in God's saving work in our lives.  In other words, it is a call to faith.

· The issue of having a day of rest is a separate issue.  Observing a day of rest helps to remind us of the far greater rest and peace that we enjoy through faith in God's saving work.

viii)
Concluding thoughts
1 Kings 4 v29 - 34 tell us about the wisdom of Solomon.  To speak 3000 proverbs and have 1005 songs is obviously wise (v32).  But maybe now we can begin to understand why describing the natural world - plant life, animals, birds, reptiles and fish (v33) – is also wise!

How will the fact that all the world around you - from the sun rise, to plants and trees, to the sun and stars, to the seven day week - preaches a sermon about God affect the way you look at the world?
· It is striking just how many metaphors in the Bible do employ the natural world.  But it should no longer surprise us - they were created for the very purpose of helping us to understand something of the God of the Bible.  Creation doesn't just point to a god - it points to the God.

· It can be really difficult to keep our minds focussed on God in our day-to-day lives.  Having these frequent reminders of the Gospel all around us can only help us to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.
What does the fact that creation preaches a sermon tell us about the relationship between God’s limited revelation in nature and God’s supreme revelation in Christ?

· God’s limited revelation in nature tells us something about God on its own (see Romans 1).  But once we have come to a full knowledge of God through His supreme revelation – Jesus – we can understand far more.  So we can conclude that it is crucial to understand God’s (natural) revelation through the medium of Jesus Christ.
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How can we know anything about God? (2) - The limited revelation of creation
Romans 1:18-21 “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.”
Psalm 14:1-3 “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good. The LORD looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, any who seek God. All have turned aside, they have together become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.”

Romans 3:11 “…there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.”
John 1:14,18 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth… No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.”
Genesis 1:1-2:3 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning--the first day. And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water." So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and there was morning--the second day. And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And it was so. God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the third day. And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. God made two great lights--the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the fourth day. And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth." And there was evening, and there was morning--the fifth day. And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind." And it was so. God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground--everything that has the breath of life in it--I give every green plant for food." And it was so. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.”

Jeremiah 4:22-26 “My people are fools; they do not know me. They are senseless children; they have no understanding. They are skilled in doing evil; they know not how to do good.’ I looked at the earth, and it was formless and empty; and at the heavens, and their light was gone. I looked at the mountains, and they were quaking; all the hills were swaying. I looked, and there were no people; every bird in the sky had flown away. I looked, and the fruitful land was a desert; all its towns lay in ruins before the LORD, before his fierce anger.”

1 John 1:5 “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.”

John 1:4-9 “In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.”

Luke 24:45-49 “Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, ‘This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
John 12:24 “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.”
Genesis 22:4, 9-12 “On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance… When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, ‘Abraham! Abraham!’ ‘Here I am,’ he replied. ‘Do not lay a hand on the boy,’ he said. ‘Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.’ ”
Matthew 12:39-42 “He answered, ‘A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here. The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here.”
Jonah 1:11-17 “The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, ‘What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?’ ‘Pick me up and throw me into the sea,’ he replied, ‘and it will become calm. I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you.’ Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea grew even wilder than before. Then they cried to the LORD, ‘O LORD, please do not let us die for taking this man's life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, O LORD, have done as you pleased.’ Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him. But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights.”
Psalm 19:1-6 “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its heat.”
Psalm 89:35-37 “Once for all, I have sworn by my holiness-- and I will not lie to David-- that his line will continue forever and his throne endure before me like the sun; it will be established forever like the moon, the faithful witness in the sky.”
Psalm 84:11 “For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favour and honour; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.”

Malachi 4:1-3 “Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire,’ says the LORD Almighty. ‘Not a root or a branch will be left to them. But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these things,’ says the LORD Almighty.”

Joshua 10:9-14 “After an all-night march from Gilgal, Joshua took them by surprise. The LORD threw them into confusion before Israel, who defeated them in a great victory at Gibeon. Israel pursued them along the road going up to Beth Horon and cut them down all the way to Azekah and Makkedah. As they fled before Israel on the road down from Beth Horon to Azekah, the LORD hurled large hailstones down on them from the sky, and more of them died from the hailstones than were killed by the swords of the Israelites. On the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the LORD in the presence of Israel: ‘O sun, stand still over Gibeon, O moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.’ So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the nation avenged itself on its enemies, as it is written in the Book of Jashar. The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full day. There has never been a day like it before or since, a day when the LORD listened to a man. Surely the LORD was fighting for Israel!”
Genesis 32:22-31 “That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. Then the man said, ‘Let me go, for it is daybreak.’ But Jacob replied, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.’ The man asked him, ‘What is your name?’ ‘Jacob,’ he answered. Then the man said, ‘Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome.’ Jacob said, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he replied, ‘Why do you ask my name?’ Then he blessed him there. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared.’ The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip.”

Revelation 21:22-23 “I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.”
Hebrews 4:9-11 “There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from his. Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience.”
1 Kings 4:29-34 “God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore. Solomon's wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. He was wiser than any other man, including Ethan the Ezrahite--wiser than Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol. And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations. He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five. He described plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of walls. He also taught about animals and birds, reptiles and fish. Men of all nations came to listen to Solomon's wisdom, sent by all the kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom.”
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