NAVS Discipleship materials

Freedom in Christ 1 – Knowing God
Aim – To help us to understand the difference between knowing of God and knowing about God. To help us to understand that knowing God is about having a relationship with Him and it results in a changed lifestyle and perspective. 

Introduction – If we were to think of a man who knew much about God without truly knowing Him, it would have to be the apostle Paul. Paul’s own testimony is that he did not truly know God until he encountered Him on the road to Damascus. In Philippians 3:1-10 Paul says that he counts everything that he had gained and achieved a loss, compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ. He says that he counted all things rubbish that he might gain Christ. As Christians we have the supreme joy of knowing Christ and it is He that gave His life for us on the cross so that we could have a relationship with Him. We are more than His servants, the Lord Jesus calls us His friends (John 15:15). Yet how well do we really know Christ? How does that relationship compare with the relationships we have with our closest friends? 
What is the difference between knowing about God and knowing of God? What does it mean to know someone? What does knowing God involve? In what sense is our ability to know God dependent upon Him? In what sense is it God who takes the initiative to know us and make Himself known? How aware are we of the privilege we have in being able to know God at all?

· Jim Packer in his book ‘Knowing God’ says, “a little knowledge of God is worth more than a great deal of knowledge about Him” (pg. 26). It is possible to know much about God without much knowledge of Him. It is possible to know all the doctrine and theology and to go through all the motions, while in reality hardly knowing God at all. John tells us that eternal life is about knowing God and knowing Jesus Christ (John 17:3). There is nothing greater and no higher calling than to know God and it is to this that we should boast (Jeremiah 9:23-24). We were made to know God and to be in relationship with Him - but what do we mean in practice to know God?

· If I say that I know Stuart what do I mean? I do not mean that I have merely met him before. Rather I mean that I know how he his likely to react and behave under certain circumstances. I have known Stuart for a decade but in one sense I still do not know him very well. In order for me to be able to get to know him better is dependent on him opening up to me and sharing his life with me. In the same way, our ability to know God is dependent on Him allowing us to know Him and revealing Himself to us. Clearly this analogy is not perfect because God is not our equal, knowing God is different to knowing Stuart. 

· Alternatively lets take another analogy. Suppose that we have the opportunity to be introduced to Tony Blair. We would very much like to get to know him – but it is clearly a matter for him to decide rather than for us. We have no claim on his friendship and unless he takes the initiative we will never have the opportunity to get to know him better. However if he takes us into his confidence and starts to share with us what is on his mind – if he confides with us over matters of importance and asks us to always be available to him when he needs us then we shall feel very privileged. 

· This is an example of what it means to know God, He has taken the initiative to know us. God the creator and Lord of all comes to us and begins to talk to us through scripture, opening his heart to us and making friends with us. Even more amazingly God has enlisted us on His staff to be His fellow workers. So we can only know God because He is willing to make Himself known to us. In order to know the God the Father we must first know God the Son, for no one comes to the Father except through Jesus Christ (John 14:8-9). What a privilege it is to be able to know God personally

· There is an emotional and experiential side of knowing God that many people ignore. Stuart and I are personally and emotionally involved in each other’s lives and concerns. Knowing God is a personal, dynamic relationship with the living God – what a privilege that God desires a relationship with people like us. 

· So as we have seen, the initiative in knowing God lies with God, God makes friends with us not the other way round (Galatians 4:8-9). Our knowing God is a consequence of God taking the initiative to know us and make Himself known to us. We know Him by faith because He has first singled us out by grace! 

· There are many examples in the Bible of people who knew God and were known by God. God said that He knew Moses by name (Exodus 33:17-23) and He told Jeremiah that He knew him before He set him apart (Jeremiah 1:5-10). Jesus our shepherd knows each of us His sheep (John 10:27-28). What matters is not that we know God but that He knows us – our knowledge of Him depends on His sustained knowledge of us. We know Him because He first knew us and continues to know us. How great is the privilege not just that we can know God but supremely that He knows us and continues to do so.

If we truly knew God what would characterise our lives? If we truly knew God what would we be prepared to do for Him? If we truly knew God would we think of Him? How do we measure up to Packer’s four characteristics of people who know God?
(i) Those who know God have great energy for God (Daniel 11:31-32) – If we truly know God then we will not be able to rest while our God is being defiled. When Daniel is exiled to Babylon he resolves not to defile himself with the Kings food (Daniel 1:8). Then when King Darius issues a decree that no-one must pray to anyone except him (Daniel 6:10), Daniel continues to pray to God 3 times a day in front of an open window! Knowing God makes us sensitive to situations in which God’s truth and honour are called into question. Furthermore, a true knowledge of God leads to prayer. In Daniel 9:2-3 when Daniel learns that Israel’s captivity is drawing to an end, his response is to turn to God in prayer. In Nehemiah 2:2-5, when the King asks Nehemiah why he is so sad – Nehemiah’s immediate response is to pray to God before asking the King if he can return to rebuild the ruins of Jerusalem. Those who know God instinctively turn to Him in prayer. If we have little time and energy for prayer it is evidence that we hardly know God at all.
(ii) Those who know God have great thoughts of God – The crucial truth that God uses David to teach Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar that God the ‘most High is sovereign over the Kingdoms of men’ (4:25-26, 5:20-21). Our thoughts of God are an evidence of our view of God. Daniel 2:22 illustrates what Daniel’s thought of God. In what way do we think of God and what do those thoughts say about our relationship with Him? We will think more about where our ideas of God come from next week. The important thing to remember here is that the way we think of God is largely determined by whether we know Him and if we do, by how well we know Him.
(iii) Those who know God show great boldness for Him – Daniel and his friends stuck their necks out on numerous occasions, they stood up for what they knew to be right, in spite of the possible ramifications. Their attitude was like that of the Apostles who told the Sanhedrin “we must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:27-32). Those who know God are determined to do the right thing despite the possible consequences of doing so.
(iv) Those who know God have great contentment in God – True peace is found in having full assurance that you know God and that you are guaranteed God’s favour in life and in death (Romans 8:31,38-39). It was this kind of peace that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego knew as they faced an ultimatum that would lead them into a blazing furnace (Daniel 3:16-18). They had great contentment in God whether they lived or whether they died. If we know God then we will be contented with what we have and in the situations that we face. 
What can we learn from all that we have talked about? What practically can we do, if we want to know God better?

· We need to recognise two things; firstly we need to recognise what a privilege it is to know God and secondly how little we actually know God. We are tremendously privileged that God should take the initiative to know us and make Himself known to us. Yet, as with all relationships we must work at our relationship with God so as to get to know Him better. If we want to know God we must spend time listening to Him speak to us through His word and talking to Him through prayer. I cannot expect to get to know Stuart better if I never speak to him or listen to what he has to say. 
· We need to measure ourselves not by gifts or responsibilities but by what goes on in our hearts. On the outside we may look like we have it all sorted, but its what is going on inside us that really matters. Our lives however do display to some extent what is in our hearts, indeed our lives are evidence of our relationship with God. 
· We need to seek the Lord Jesus – it was He who walked with Daniel’s friends in the furnace and it was He who shut the mouth of the lions in the Lions den. We must seek Jesus with all of our heart, then God promises that we will surely find Him (Jeremiah 29:13). Packer says “Knowing God involves first listening to God’s word and receiving it as the Holy Spirit interprets it, in application to oneself; second, noting God’s nature and character, as His Word and works reveal it; third, accepting His invitations and doing what he commands; fourth, recognising and rejoicing in, the love that He has shown in thus approaching you and drawing you into this divine fellowship” (pg. 38).
Ephesians 1:18 “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, 

may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.”
Concluding remarks – True freedom is found in truly knowing God rather than just knowing about God. If we are to be truly free then we must understand that God has taken the initiative to know us and continues to do so. True freedom is found in being in relationship with God, in knowing more and more of Christ. 
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John 15:15-16 “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you.”
Philippians 3:1-10 “Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh. For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh-- though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.”

1 Corinthians 2:2 “For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”
John 17:3 “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”

Jeremiah 9:23-24 “This is what the LORD says: ‘Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight’ declares the LORD.”

John 14:8-9 “Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.’ Jesus answered: ‘Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”

Galatians 4:8-9 “Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods. But now that you know God--or rather are known by God--how is it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable principles? Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over again?”

Exodus 33:17-23 “And the LORD said to Moses, ‘I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.’ Then Moses said, ‘Now show me your glory.’ And the LORD said, ‘I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. But,’ he said, ‘you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.’ Then the LORD said, ‘There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”

Jeremiah 1:5-10 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations. Ah, Sovereign LORD,’ I said, ‘I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.’ But the LORD said to me, ‘Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the LORD. Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, ‘Now, I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”

John 10:27-29 “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”

Titus 1:16 “They claim to know God but by their actions they deny Him.”

Daniel 11:31-32 “Then they will set up the abomination that causes desolation. With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant, but the people who know their God will firmly resist him.”
Daniel 1:8 “But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.”
Daniel 6:10 “Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.”
Daniel 9:2-3 “In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.”
Nehemiah 2:2-5 “The king asked me, ‘Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart.’ I was very much afraid, but I said to the king, ‘May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?’ The king said to me, ‘What is it you want?’ Then I prayed to the God of heaven, and I answered the king, ‘If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favour in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it’.”
Daniel 4:25-26 “You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes. The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules.”
Daniel 5:20b-21 “When his heart became arrogant and hardened with pride, he was deposed from his royal throne and stripped of his glory. He was driven away from people and given the mind of an animal; he lived with the wild donkeys and ate grass like cattle; and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, until he acknowledged that the Most High God is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and sets over them anyone he wishes.”
Daniel 2:20-22 “Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning. He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells with him.”
Acts 5:27-32 “Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. ‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,’ he said. ‘Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.’ Peter and the other apostles replied: ‘We must obey God rather than men! The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead--whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Saviour that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
Romans 8:31, 38-39 “If God is for us, who can be against us? For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Daniel 3:16-18 “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
Jeremiah 29:13 “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”

Ephesians 1:18 “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.”
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