NAVS Discipleship materials

Jesus As Saviour – Rescue

Introduction – This is the final part of our look at the Gospel. We have seen that sin is essentially an attitude, it is our decision to turn our backs on God. And we have seen that this brings certain judgement. This week we look at how God has intervened to rescue us from this predicament.

What is religion?  Why can’t religion work?  Why was the temple itself a dramatic demonstration of our need for Christ?
•
Religion is man saying to himself, ‘what can I do to get right with God?’  It is man trying to bridge the gap between man and God Himself.

•
The gap is simply too great for us to bridge ourselves. Even God-ordained religion was not sufficient to take away sin (Hebrews 10:1-4).  The fact that the people had to go and on making the same sacrifices was simply a constant reminder to them that they were sinful (Hebrews 10:1-4). They could never experience peace before God. They probably had not got home from the temple before they needed to go back again and offer more sacrifices for sins committed on the way home!   

•
The temple dramatically demonstrated our need for Christ. With the exception of the high priest once a year, no-one could enter the Most Holy Place (where God dwelt) and live. This showed clearly that no-one was fit to be in God’s presence. It showed that God was still inaccessible, in spite of the various gifts and sacrifices. It showed that something greater was needed.  

What is the end of the story between Hosea and Gomer?  How is this a picture of what God has done for us?
•
By chapter 3 Gomer has left Hosea, probably having sold herself into prostitution with a pagan sect.  For such an act Hosea could divorce and disown her, and insist that she be stoned to death. But God tells Hosea to go and ‘show’ his love for her.  So he goes and pays a price to take her back (6 ounces of silver and 330 litres of barley - the fact he didn't pay in money suggests that he had trouble raising the finance, i.e., the redemption was costly to him); in other words he saves her from the consequences of her actions.  

[Raisin cakes (3:1) were used in Canaanite rituals, as were sacred stones (3:4)]

•
This is a picture of how Christ’s crucifixion redeems us.  We deserve death for our sin in turning our backs on God, yet Christ suffered death on the cross in our place, thus paying the price for our rebellion and making possible the restoration of our relationship with God

Let's think more carefully about Christ's sacrifice.  First of all, let's consider why was He an acceptable sacrifice.  Why was it necessary that Christ shed blood?  Why was He an acceptable substitute when animals were not?    
•
Hebrews 9:22 says that ‘without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness’.  Why is this?  Leviticus 17:11 says that the significance of blood is that it symbolises the taking of a life. So when we say the shedding of blood was necessary, we are effectively saying a death was necessary.  And since the sentence for our sin is death, it was necessary for Christ to die if He was to act as our substitute. The Passover (Exodus 12:1-13) is a neat illustration.  God sent a plague throughout Egypt killing all firstborn - both men and animals (v12).  But the Israelites could take a lamb without defect (v5), kill it, and then smear its blood over the sides and tops of the door-frames of the house (v7).  When God saw the blood He would pass over that house and not kill the firstborn (v13). Why?  Because the blood on the door frame symbolised that a death had occurred in place of the death of the first born. The lamb without defect was a substitute, and the importance of the blood was that it showed the substitute had given its life in place of the firstborn’s.  The Passover is a picture of Christ's death, and explains the importance of Christ shedding blood.

•
Christ's death was different to the death of animals in two crucial ways.  (i) Hebrews 10 v4 states clearly that ‘it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins’. Hebrews 2:17 explains that for Christ to make atonement for the sins of the people, He ‘had to be made like his brothers in every way’.  So He was an effective substitute because He became a man; (ii) unlike the animals, who were led to slaughter, Christ went to His death voluntarily.  In Hebrews 10:7 Christ says ‘Here I am - it is written about me in the scroll - I have come to do your will, O God’.  

Having considered why Christ was an acceptable sacrifice, let’s consider now what His sacrifice achieved.  John Stott has written: “If God in Christ did not die in our place, there could be neither propitiation, nor redemption, not justification, nor reconciliation”.  What do these terms mean?  Why are they all necessary?
•
Propitiation - 1 John 4:10 describes propitiation, although the NIV never translates using this word (see the NAS translation). To propitiate means to turn aside someone's wrath (see NIV footnote). God’s righteous anger at our sin was channelled onto Christ when He was crucified.  

•
Redemption - Redemption means the deliverance of something by payment of a price.  Gomer was redeemed from a life of prostitution (and the punishment this brought), to a restored marriage with Hosea, through the payment of 6 ounces of silver and 330 litres of barley. We've been redeemed from a death sentence, to a restored relationship with God, through the shedding of Jesus’ blood.  But this isn’t a ‘get out of jail free’ card - a redeemer has rights over his purchase.

•
Justification - this is a legal term, meaning 'acquit', i.e., to justify is the opposite of to condemn.  Romans 3:21-26 says that through Jesus’ death God justifies the wicked.  God does not say that we aren't sinful, rather He says we are free from any liability because Jesus has borne the penalty of our law-breaking (see John Stott quote).  

•
Reconciliation - this is the doing away of an enmity. Parties that were hostile to one another are brought together. 1 Peter 3:18 tells us Christ died to make possible for us a way back to God.  

These different concepts all refer to different achievements of the cross, and together form one package.  Propitiation inevitably 

comes first, since until the wrath of God is appeased there can be no salvation for man at all.  Then, turning to salvation, come redemption and justification - which are counterparts.  First of all, negatively, redemption, meaning our rescue from the captivity of sin and guilt. Then positively, justification, which bestows on us a righteous standing before God. And finally reconciliation, which illustrates the achievement of the cross.  A broken relationship has been recovered by Christ.

How can we be sure that Jesus’ death achieved what He said it would?  How do we know that His death was acceptable to God?  What was the significance of the temple curtain being torn?
The resurrection and ascension are our guarantee. The earthly high priest entered the Most Holy Place once a year on behalf of the people (Hebrews 9:7). And He didn't stay there - he most probably got out as quickly as he could!  This is a contrast to Jesus.  Jesus did not enter a man-made temple to offer His sacrifice, He entered Heaven itself as our representative (Hebrews 9:24). And He has never had to leave God's presence.  The high priest left because he could not stay, because he had to sacrifice again. But Jesus has never had to leave. In fact, He has sat down at God's right hand (Hebrews 1:3). This shows that God was pleased with His sacrifice. Also symbolic is the fact the temple curtain was torn in two.  This shows that we can once again have access to God, through our Heavenly High Priest, Jesus.  

Conclusion
•
An American was asked what he thought was the biggest problem in America today - ignorance or apathy?  He replied, “I don’t know, and I don’t care”.  Ignorance and apathy are two of the biggest obstacles to our evangelism today.  

•
A rich man died, and left his fortune to his nearest living relative. The man had no close family, and so his lawyers tracked down his nearest relative - who was in fact only a distant relative. They then spent weeks trying to find this man.  It turned out that he was a homeless tramp.  When the lawyers explained to the tramp that he was heir to a multi-million dollar fortune he replied, ‘I can't be bothered with all that fuss.  I’d rather just bum around here’.

•
The tramp had a huge inheritance. Why then was he living on the streets? Until the lawyers tracked him down it was because of his ignorance.  And thereafter it was because of his apathy.  Isn’t it the most absurd thing? 

•
We’ve learnt that a way back to God is now possible - but it is a gift that has to be received. We are surrounded by non-Christians. But in reality they have open to them a great inheritance, just like the tramp. God has given us the task of taking the Gospel to them. Let’s pray that we might not let those around us shun this great inheritance. Let’s take the gospel to them and overcome their ignorance, and that the Spirit would convict them of their need for the gospel, so as to overcome their apathy. 
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Hebrews 10:1-7 “The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming--not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship. If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins. But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: ‘Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. Then I said, `Here I am--it is written about me in the scroll-- I have come to do your will, O God.”
Hebrews 9:7-10 “But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance. The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still standing. This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings--external regulations applying until the time of the new order.”
Hosea 3 “The LORD said to me, ‘Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.’ So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. Then I told her, ‘You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will live with you.’ For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or idol. Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days.”
Hebrews 9:22 “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”

Leviticus 17:11 “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life.”

Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death.”

Exodus 12:1-13 “The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, ‘This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire--head, legs and inner parts. Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD's Passover. ‘On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn--both men and animals--and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.”
Hebrews 2:14-18 “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil-- and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham's descendants. For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”

1 John 4:10 “This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

[cf; the New American Standard translation says “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”

Romans 3:21-26 “But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.”
1 Peter 3:18 “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.”

Hebrews 9:24-28 “For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence. Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.”
Hebrews 1:3 “After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty of heaven.”

Mark 15:38 “The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”

“If God in Christ did not die in our place, there could be neither propitiation, nor redemption, not justification, nor reconciliation.” (John Stott from The Cross of Christ at p.168)

“When God justifies sinners he is not declaring bad people to be good or saying that they are not sinners after all; he is pronouncing them legally righteous, free from any liability to the broken law, because he himself in his Son has borne the penalty of their law-breaking.” (John Stott from The Cross of Christ at p.190)
“The concept of substitution may be said, then, to lie at the heart of both sin and salvation. For the essence of sin is man substituting himself for God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting himself for man. Man asserts himself against God and puts himself where only God deserves to be; God sacrifices himself for man and puts himself where only man deserves to be.  Man claims prerogatives which belong to God alone; God accepts penalties which belong to man alone.” (John Stott from The Cross of Christ at p. 160)
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