NAVS Discipleship materials

Jesus As Judge – Judgement
Introduction – Last week we looked at sin, and discovered how it has broken the relationship between man and God.  This week we will look at judgement. Why does God judge? Why can’t He just forgive sin?  These are crucial issues in our evangelism, since to many people it is questions like these that pose a barrier to belief.
Why does sin automatically lead to man being found guilty?  And why does sin have to be judged?
•
Consider the following two propositions - (i) human beings have sinned; (ii) they are responsible for their sin. Guilt is the logical deduction from the premises of sin and accountability.  We are guilty before God and are therefore liable to bear the just penalty of our wrongdoing.  This is the argument of the first three chapters of Romans.  Paul considers all mankind (1:18-32) and then considers specifically the Jews (2:1 – 3:8).  His conclusion is in 3:9-20. We have all known our duty, and no-one has done it.  “Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin.  As it is written: ‘There is no-one righteous, not even one; there is no-one who understands, no-one who seeks God.” (v9-11).  And so the whole world will be held accountable to God (v19).  

•
John Stott (see his 1st quote) explains that if we argue that we should not be held responsible for our sin, then we are denying that we are morally responsible beings

•
So we have seen why sin leads to guilt.  Why must it be judged?  It is foundational in the Bible that God is holy. Habakkuk 1:13 says God’s eyes are ‘too pure to look on evil.’ Isaiah 6:3 also tells us that God's holiness is extremely important (this is the only time in the Bible one of God's characteristics is emphasised by repeating the word three times, what Alec Motyer calls a ‘super-superlative’). Sin is utterly incompatible with God’s holiness (as darkness is incompatible with light - 1 Jn 1:5).

•
Closely related to God’s holiness is his wrath, in other words His holy reaction to evil. We must beware equating God’s wrath with human anger (see 2nd John Stott quote) - for God’s wrath is a principled, controlled response to sin. God’s wrath is His revulsion at, and opposition to, sin (see Leon Morris quote).

•
So sin is utterly repulsive to God.  He cannot be in the presence of sin. If sin approaches Him too closely it is repudiated or consumed.  Deuteronomy 4:24 says ‘God is a consuming fire’. God cannot compromise by accepting our sin (see 3rd John Stott quote).   
How does grasping the extent of God's holiness, and the extent of God's wrath at sin, challenge you?

•
Understanding God’s holiness should challenge our own toleration of sin. Sin should revile us just as it reviles God. If it doesn't then we will never be able to grasp the notion of a righteously angry God (see Dale quote). And if we don't understand the wrath of God, then we will not revere Him in the way we ought (see 1 Peter 1:17).

•
If we don't comprehend God's wrath at sin then we will not fully appreciate God's salvation plan (see Stählin quote). 

How would you reply to a non-Christian who says ‘how can a loving God judge people’?
•
A single father raised his only daughter alone, naturally loving her unconditionally in spite of her fiery temper.  As time passed she grew up, and eventually got married. Throughout this time the father's love for his daughter never diminished.  One day his son-in-law was found murdered. He subsequently discovered that his daughter and son-in-law had had a huge argument, ans that his daughter had been worked up into a rage, and killed her husband. What did the father do? What would you do in that situation? How would you be feeling? Would you inform the police or keep quiet? The demands of the law have to be met. Even though he loved his daughter dearly he had to inform the police, and she was ultimately convicted.  

•
So for God to ‘just’ forgive us our sin would be to ignore the demands of the law. It would mean injustice. It would dilute His holiness.  He can no more just decide to forgive than He can decide not to be just, not to be holy, not to be omnipotent, or not to be love. 

•
Hosea 11:8-9 shows the dilemma that is at the heart of God.  It is the same dilemma that faced the father in the example.  God's people have rebelled against Him, and deserve judgement.  But God loves them and cannot face the prospect of them being judged ‘How can I give you up, Ephraim?  How can I hand you over, Israel?’ - v8). His ‘compassion is aroused’, and He promises ‘I will not carry out my fierce anger’. God’s people will not have to face God's wrath.  Here we see an early prophecy of the cross, with God hinting that He has a way to reconcile His righteous anger and His love (more next week!).  

So we have looked at the fact that judgement must occur.  Now we will consider our judge.  Who is our judge?  How has this been proved to us?  
•
Jesus is our judge. Acts 17:31 says that God has set a day when the world will be judged, and that He will judge the world by the man He has appointed, i.e., Jesus.

•
What proof is there that Jesus will return to judge us? The resurrection and ascension. One of the reasons for the resurrection and ascension was to publicly declare that one day Jesus will return to judge us (Acts 17:30-31).  

On what basis is Jesus qualified to be our judge?
•
The first reason is because He is our creator and sustainer.  Hebrews 1:1-3 says that the world was created through Jesus and is sustained by Him.  We would not have life without Him.  This is one basis on which He is qualified to be our judge.

•
Secondly, God placed all things under His feet because of His perfect obedience. Hebrews 2:5-9 says that because Jesus suffered death, He is now crowned with glory and honour with everything under His feet. And Philippians 2:5-11 says that since Jesus humbled Himself, becoming obedient even to death on a cross, God exalted Him to the highest place ‘that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow’.  So because Jesus was perfectly obedient He now stands as Lord over all.  It is on this basis too that Jesus is qualified to be our judge - because all creation is subject to Him. 

How do you feel about the fact that one day you are certain to face Jesus’ judgement?  How do you feel about the fact that your friends and family are one day certain to face Jesus’ judgement?
Our response personally should be one of tremendous gratitude.  Imagine having to stand before Jesus having never accepted Him as saviour.  And this too should give us tremendous encouragement to take the Gospel to our friends and family.
Conclusion

So far we have seen the seriousness of sin, and the certainty of future judgement.  The human predicament is a terrible one, utterly rotten from sin, lost and alone - like the prodigal son in the field with the pigs - and facing certain judgement and guilt.  If this were the end of the story things would be very bleak.  But praise God that He chose to intervene. Thank God that He is loving as well as holy, and that He enacted a salvation plan to save us from our predicament when we were unable to save ourselves.  Stählin wrote, ‘only he who knows the greatness of wrath will be mastered by the greatness of mercy’. Let us rejoice that He has saved us, and let us yearn to see those around us saved from their predicament too.    
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Romans 3:9-20 “What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.’ ‘Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.’ ‘The poison of vipers is on their lips.’ ‘Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.’ ‘Their feet are swift to shed blood;  ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they do not know.’ ‘There is no fear of God before their eyes.’ Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.”
Isaiah 6:3 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”

Habakkuk 1:13 “Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong.”

1 John 1:5 “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.”

Deuteronomy 4:24 “For the Lord your God is a consuming fire.”

Exodus 23:7 “I [the Lord] will not acquit the guilty.”

1 Peter 1:17 “Live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.”

Hosea 11:8-9 “How can I give you up, Ephraim?  How can I hand you over, Israel? How can I treat you like Admah? How can I make you like Zeboiim?  My heart is changed within me; all my compassion is aroused. I will not carry out my fierce anger, nor will I turn and devastate Ephraim.  For I am God, and not man - the Holy One among you. I will not come in wrath.”

Acts 17:30-31 “In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent.  For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed.  He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.”

Hebrews 1:1-3 “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.”

Philippians 2:5-11 “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death--even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
Hebrews 2:5-9 “It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which we are speaking.  But there is a place where someone has testified: ‘What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? You made him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honour and put everything under his feet’. In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honour because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.”

“A full acknowledgement of human responsibility and therefore guilt, far from diminishing the dignity of human beings, actually enhances it.  It presupposes that men and women, unlike the animals, are morally responsible beings, who know what they are, could be, and should be, and do not make excuses for their poor performance ... [Decision-making belongs to the essence of our humanness.  Sin is not only the attempt to be God; it is also the refusal to be man, by shuffling off responsibility for our actions.”  (John Stott from The Cross Of Christ at p.101)

“[God's wrath is his] personal divine revulsion to evil [and his] personal vigorous opposition to it.” (Leon Morris from Cross in the New Testament at p.190-1)

“God's anger is absolutely pure, and uncontaminated by those elements which render human anger sinful. Human anger is usually arbitrary and uninhibited; divine anger is always principled and controlled. Our anger tends to be a spasmodic outburst, aroused by pique and seeking revenge; God’s is a continuous, settled antagonism, aroused only by evil, and expressed in its condemnation.  God is entirely free from personal animosity or vindictiveness; indeed, he is sustained simultaneously with undiminished love for the offender.” (John Stott from The Cross Of Christ at p.105-6)
“We must, therefore, hold fast to the biblical revelation of the living God who hates evil, is disgusted and angered by it, and refuses ever to come to terms with it. In consequence, we may be sure that, when he searched in his mercy for some way to forgive, cleanse and accept evil-doers, it was not along the road of moral compromise. It had to be a way which was expressive equally of his love and of his wrath.” (John Stott from The Cross Of Christ At p.109)
“Only he who knows the greatness of wrath will be mastered by the greatness of mercy.” (Gustav Stählin from orgê, p.425)
“It is partly because sin does not provoke our own wrath, that we do not believe that sin provokes the wrath of God.” (R. W. Dale from Atonement at p.338-9) 
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