NAVS Discipleship materials

Representing God – Witnessing
Aim – To help us to realise that the right response to what God has done for us is not to keep it to ourselves but to be responsible for sharing our faith with others and allowing them to see the difference God has made in our lives. 

Introduction – For many of us we find talking about our faith hard. We struggle to find words to say, we worry about what our friends might think us and we find it so easy to try to be no different from everybody else. In Matthew 28:16-20 Jesus leaves the disciples with the great commission to ‘go and make disciples of all nations’. We are faced with that same challenge of taking the gospel primarily to those around us but also to those all over the world that we live in. Though we may find every excuse not to share our faith we must take the attitude of Paul in 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, that though he came to them in fear and trembling, he came note with persuasive words and eloquent teaching but in the Spirit’s power. God does not call us to make people Christians but to share with them the good news of the Lord Jesus. In this session I want us to consider what should motivate us to share our faith with others and some practical ways in which we can do so. 

What should motivate us to share our faith? What motivated David to respond in the way he did? What is our response to all that God has done for us? How does it compare to David? In what sense does making Christ known strengthen our faith and help us to know God better?

· We have already seen that as Christians our commission is to make disciples of all peoples. Indeed Paul says that we have been given the ‘ministry of reconciliation’ (2 Corinthians 5). If we need any motivation to share our faith, then the very fact that Jesus commands us to be His witnesses in the world in which we live is surely motivation enough. However I want us to think about two further motivations to share our faith which are firstly the salvation we have received through faith in Christ and secondly the strengthening of our faith which comes from sharing it. 

· In Psalm 40 David describes his experience of God responding to his cry for help from some kind of danger or trouble (1-2). He contrasts being in a slimy pit with being lifted out and set on a firm rock (2). He has a God-given desire to praise God for what he has done and as a result expects others to put their trust in God because of what God had done for him (3). David responds to God by expressing his confidence in God’s trustworthiness, his appreciation of God’s constant involvement in his life (4-5) and a wholehearted commitment to obedience (8). He wants to share with others what God is like (righteous, faithful, loving) and what God has done for him (10). He is determined not to conceal or hide in his heart all that God means to him, he will speak about it to whoever he can (9-10). David responds in this way out of gratitude to God for rescuing him from a hopeless situation in the hope that others would put their trust in God (3). Some people have misconceptions about God or are in danger of putting their trust in false god’s (4) but David learnt that God does not desire not animal sacrifices or burnt offerings from those He saves but simply a willingness to be used by God (6-7). 

· This Psalm illustrates that God responds to all who call on Him in faith for God is in the business of rescuing His people. Verse 2 is a pretty good description of salvation or what it means to become a Christian. God blesses those who trust in Him and His desire is that many people will put their trust in the Lord Jesus. God has done much more in our lives than we realise and we shouldn’t keep it to ourselves (5). We have a responsibility to make known the truth about God. Witnessing should be the natural overflow from understanding what God has done in our lives. 

· Another motivation for evangelism is that in making Christ known to those around us we will also find we get to know the Christ better in the process (Isaiah 43:10, Philemon 1:6). The more we get to know Christ the more we want to make Him known and as we make Him known we get to know Him better. Sharing our faith surely strengthens our faith for it makes us really think about what we believe and in making a stand for Christ our faith is proved genuine. 

What was the purpose salt and light in the ancient world? What Jesus mean when he says that we are the salt of the earth? and the light of the world? What implications does this have for our witnessing at a practical level? Have we seen people warm to God as a result of the way that we live? If not why not? How important is the way we live in making Christ known?

· Two ways in which salt was used in the ancient world was to preserve and to season the food that they ate. Salt is a cheap everyday substance but the unusual qualities that it possesses far exceed its value. In the same way we may feel small, insignificant and powerless in a power-mad society, yet we have the ability to influence every segment of it. Jesus does not say that we should be like salt, but that we are salt. The simple truth is that we are salt because of our very identity in Christ. (a) Just as salt is a preservative so we are to have a positive preserving impact on society. It is costly to be like this for it it has implications for what we say, our attitude to work, the things that we do and our respect for other people. (b) Just as salt also seasons and brings out the flavour, we likewise should express the attractiveness as well as the holiness of our Lord. Our lives should bring out the flavour of Jesus Christ. For the world to see Christ in us depends on us living so differently that the contrast between us and them should be obvious. Salt that loses its saltiness is worthless and we must be so careful to ensure the distinctiveness of our lives in a pagan world is maintained. Our lives need to be constantly shaped by God’s word.
· Jesus also says that we are the light of the world. Jesus uses the picture of a city on a hill that cannot be hidden because it stands prominently on a hill. We are like that city that stands out as a beacon amidst the darkness. Again it is not that we should be like that city but that we are like that city as a result of our identity in Christ. No one puts a lamp under a bowl for the simple reason that a lamp is there so that people can see. The way that we live should stand out amongst our friends in such a way that they are able to see not only that we are different but it should lead them to ask why we are so different. Light exposes things in darkness and in the same way we are to expose the deeds of darkness in those around us (Ephesians 5:8-14). Moreover our good deeds should draw others to glorify God through our witness (1 Peter 2:12). This presents us with a real challenge to live godly lives but it also encourages us in the fact we do not have to be witness, simply because we are witnesses. The question we must ask ourselves is what do the lives we live say to those around us. If we say one thing and do another we are hypocrites and we can often do more damage to the spread of the gospel than good. 
What does Paul encourage the Colossians to pray for? What does it mean to be devoted to prayer? What does it mean to make the most of every opportunity? In what sense do prayer and witnessing go hand in hand? What does it mean to be prepared to give a reason to everyone?  What does it mean for our conversation to be full of grace? How can we be wise to outsiders? How important is it for us to think biblically about the world around us?

· Paul exhorts the Colossians (who he had never met) to pray for opportunities to share their faith (4:1-4). This is a prayer that I think we rarely pray, perhaps for the reason that we are scared that God might actually give us those opportunities! 

· Paul also instructs the Colossians to pray that they would make the most of the opportunities that God subsequently gave them. It’s worth noting that Paul does not say ‘make the opportunity’ but ‘make the most of every opportunity’. Opportunities will come in our daily lives as a result of the lives that we live. God will surely answer our prayers for opportunities to share our faith for it is His desire for all to be saved. We must trust God to give us the opportunities in the knowledge that we do not have to try to turn every conversation to spiritual things. 

· The third thing Paul tells the Colossians to pray for is that he may proclaim the gospel clearly. Clearly we will get opportunities but it is so easy to blurt out lots of Christian jargon. As Peter explains, we must be prepared to give a reason for the hope that we have (1 Peter 3:15). One of the most powerful things that we can do is to clearly explain what God has done in our lives. We have examples in Acts 22 and 26 of Paul testifying to some of the most important people in Jerusalem as to how the Lord Jesus had changed his life and what that meant to him.
· Paul says that we are to be wise in the way that we act towards outsiders and that our conversation should be full of grace. I think that part of doing this that we must remember that we are trying to win people rather than arguments. We need to communicate the gospel in a way that communicates grace love and reconciliation and it is love that should be at the centre of our hearts as we speak to people about the Lord
What kinds of people and what kind of culture does Paul find in Athens? What is Paul’s approach in this place to the different kinds of people? What dos Paul argue in his speech to the Areopagus? How does this relate to what he has seen in Athens? What does it mean to become all things to all men? Are we willing to forsake our freedom in order to win others?

· If we are serious about reaching others then we must be serious about applying our brains to difficult issues. When Paul went to Athens he spoke in various places using a variety of methods according to the culture that he was faced with (Acts 17). 
· Paul first goes to the synagogue and reasons there with both Jews and God-fearers. Then he went to the market place, the centre of public life and argued with the casual passers-by not just on the Sabbath day but every day! Then some Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him and he with them. The Epicureans believed that the gods had no influence on human affairs and that the world was due to chance. The Stoic’s acknowledged a supreme god but confused him with the world soul. They believed in fate and pursuit of duty. Paul’s speech included echoes of this encounter because that was the culture he was in and they were the kinds of people he was trying to reach. 
· Paul was able to speak to different people from different backgrounds but with a different approach and strategy. The nearest thing we have today to a synagogue is the church and to the market place may be a street corner, pub, café etc. There is a need for Christians to apply their minds to understanding the culture and those we are trying to reach, so that just as Paul could vary his strategy to where people were at so could we.
· Paul explains to the Corinthians that though in Christ he is free, he makes himself a slave to everyone in order to win as many as possible. We should not only try to understand the way our culture thinks in order to be able to reach them, there will also be times when we have to become like them in order to win them to Christ. Paul is not implying here that we should be willing to do whatever those around us do and go wherever they go in order to win them to Christ. Our call to live a holy life does not go out of the window for the sake of the gospel. Yet there will be times when we will need to go to great lengths in order to win those around us. For example on one occasion Paul circumcised Timothy and he personally kept the Jewish purification laws when he was trying to win the Jews to Christ. He didn’t have to do these things for in Christ he was free from them, but he made himself a slave to these things to win people to Christ. If our friends play sport then perhaps doing the same so that we can spend time with them and share the gospel with them is what we should be doing to win them! 
Conclusion – The first thing we need to do is to work at spending time with those who do not yet know the Lord Jesus. Once we start building relationships with them we will surely get opportunities to share the gospel with them. Then secondly we need to work at living distinct lives among them so that they see there is a difference in us. If we are doing that and we are prayerfully asking God to give us opportunities then they will come. What we can do now is to prepare ourselves for those opportunities by knowing the gospel, being ready and prepared to give an answer for our hope and trying to understand the culture we’re in so that we can communicate the gospel to them in way that they understand. We need to just get on with being Christians in the world in which we live. We should not need to act differently in the presence of Christians and non-Christians. Our identity is in Christ and that should shine through whoever we are with - our perspective, attitude and actions should be evident to all people, all the times. 

“If only we would realise that the harvest field is plentiful and actively play our part in sharing the gospel with others.” 
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Matthew 28:18-20 “Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age’.”
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 “When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.”

Psalm 40:1-10 “I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will see and fear and put their trust in the LORD. Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who does not look to the proud, to those who turn aside to false gods. Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders you have done. The things you planned for us no one can recount to you; were I to speak and tell of them, they would be too many to declare. Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but my ears you have pierced; burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not require. Then I said, "Here I am, I have come-- it is written about me in the scroll. I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart." I proclaim righteousness in the great assembly; I do not seal my lips, as you know, O LORD. I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your faithfulness and salvation. I do not conceal your love and your truth from the great assembly.”
Isaiah 43:10 “You are my witnesses," declares the LORD, "and my servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he.”
Philemon 1:6 “I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.”

Matthew 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

1 Peter 2:12 “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.”

Ephesians 5:8-14 “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible.”

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 “Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.”

1 Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”

Colossians 4:2-6 “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”

Acts 17:16-34 “While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, "May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we want to know what they mean." (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.) Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. `For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, `We are his offspring.' "Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone--an image made by man's design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.”

Matthew 9:37-38 “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
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